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MASTERING
GRAMMAR: THE
POWER OF A
SIMPLE SUBJECT
AND PREDICATE
WORKSHEET

Every sentence tells a
s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e
foundation of that story
rests  on two essential
building  blocks:  the
s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e
p r e d i c a t e .  F o r
students,  educators,
a n d  e v e n  a d u l t s
b r u s h i n g  u p  o n
g r a m m a r ,
understanding  these
components  is  crucial
f o r  c l e a r

communicat ion.  A
Simple  Subject  And
Predicate Worksheet
i s  one  of  the  most
effective  tools  for
breaking  down  this
c o n c e p t  i n t o
manageable, digestible
parts. Whether you are
a  teacher  planning  a
lesson  or  a  parent
h e l p i n g  w i t h
homework ,  these
worksheets  transform
abstract grammar rules
into hands-on learning.
In  this  article,  we will
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
simple  subjects  and
p r e d i c a t e s ,  w h y
worksheets  are  so
effective,  and  how  to
use  them  to  bu i ld
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s t r o n g  s e n t e n c e
structure  skil ls.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
A SIMPLE
SUBJECT?

Before  div ing  into
w o r k s h e e t s ,  i t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  core
terms.  The  simple
subject  is  the  main
noun  or  pronoun  that
tells  who or  what  the
sentence is about. It is
t h e  “ s t a r ”  o f  t h e
sentence—the  person,
place,  thing,  or  idea
performing  the  action
or being described. For
e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e
sentence “The tall, old
tree  swayed  in  the
wind,”  the  s imple
subject is tree. All the
words  before  it  (the
tall,  old)  are  modifiers
that  give  more  detail,
but the simple subject
remains  just  that  one
word.

Identifying  the  simple
s u b j e c t  i s  a
foundational  grammar
s k i l l .  A  S i m p l e
S u b j e c t  A n d
Predicate Worksheet
typically  begins  by
asking  students  to
circle or underline the
simple  subject  in  a
series  of  sentences.
This repetitive practice
helps  learners  isolate
the  essential  noun
w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g
d i s t r a c t e d  b y
a d j e c t i v e s  o r
descriptive  phrases.
Once  a  student  can
consistently  find  the
simple  subject,  they
are ready to move on
to the predicate.

WHAT IS A SIMPLE
PREDICATE?

The simple predicate
is  the  main  verb  or
verb  phrase  in  the
sentence. It  tells what
the  subject  does,  has
done,  or  i s .  In  the
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sentence  “The  bird
chirped  loudly,”  the
simple  predicate  is
chirped .  I t  i s  the
a c t i o n  w o r d  t h a t
carries the meaning of
what  is  happening.  If
the  sentence  were
“The  bird  has  been
chirping  all  morning,”
the  simple  predicate
would  be  has  been
chirping—the  entire
verb  phrase.
A  qua l i t y  Simple
S u b j e c t  A n d
Predicate Worksheet
p a i r s  s u b j e c t
identification  with
p r e d i c a t e
identification.  Students
learn  to  look  for  the
verb  or  verb  phrase
that  expresses  the
act ion  o r  s ta te  o f
being.  This  dual  focus
reinforces the idea that
e v e r y  c o m p l e t e
sentence needs both a
subject and a predicate
to  stand  alone.  By
p r a c t i c i n g  w i t h

worksheets,  learners
develop an instinct for
spotting these two core
elements.

SIMPLE VS.
COMPLETE:
UNDERSTANDING
THE DIFFERENCE

One common point  of
confusion  for  students
is  the  difference
between  simple  and
complete  subjects and
predicates. The simple
subject  is  just  the
noun or pronoun, while
the complete subject
includes  the  simple
subject  plus  all  of  its
modifiers. For example,
in  “The  br ight  red
apple  fel l  from  the
t ree , ”  the  s imp le
subject  is  apple,  and
the complete subject is
T h e  b r i g h t  r e d
apple .
Similarly,  the  simple
predicate  is  the verb
or  verb  phrase,  while
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t h e  c o m p l e t e
predicate includes the
verb  plus  al l  of  i ts
objects,  complements,
and  modifiers.  In  the
same  sentence,  the
simple  predicate  is
fell, and the complete
predicate is  fell  from
the tree.
Worksheets  that  focus
on  Simple  Subject
A n d  P r e d i c a t e
Worksheet  exercises
often start with simple
identification  before
moving  to  complete
v e r s i o n s .  T h i s
scaffolding  approach
ensures  that  students
master  the  easiest
concept  first,  building
confidence  before
tackling more complex
sentence structures.

WHY WORKSHEETS
ARE AN EFFECTIVE
LEARNING TOOL

Grammar rules can feel
abstract  when  taught

through  lectures  or
textbook  explanations
alone.  Worksheets
provide a tactile, visual
way  to  engage  with
language.  Here  are
several reasons why a
Simple  Subject  And
Predicate Worksheet
is  so  valuable  in  the
classroom or at home:

Repetition and
reinforcement:
Worksheets allow
students to
practice the
same skill
multiple times,
which is essential
for retention.
Each sentence is
a new challenge
that reinforces
the pattern of
identifying the
subject and
predicate.
Immediate
feedback: Many
worksheets come
with answer keys
or are designed
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for self-checking.
This lets students
see where they
made mistakes
and learn from
them right away.
Differentiated
learning:
Worksheets can
be tailored to
different skill
levels. A
beginner
worksheet might
use simple
sentences like
“Dogs bark,”
while an
advanced
version could
include
compound
subjects or
predicates.
Independent
practice: Once
explained,
worksheets allow
students to work
at their own
pace. This is
especially helpful

for learners who
need extra time
or those who are
ready to move
ahead quickly.
Versatile use:
Worksheets can
be used for
homework, in-
class activities,
tutoring sessions,
or even as a
quick
assessment tool
to gauge
understanding.

HOW TO USE A
SIMPLE SUBJECT
AND PREDICATE
WORKSHEET
EFFECTIVELY

S imp ly  hand ing  a
worksheet to a student
i s  no t  enough .  To
maximize  learning,
fol low  these  steps
when  using  a  Simple
S u b j e c t  A n d
P r e d i c a t e
Worksheet :
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Introduce the1.
concepts first:
Before the
worksheet,
explain what a
simple subject
and simple
predicate are.
Use examples on
a whiteboard or
chart paper.
Have students
come up with
their own
examples.
Model the2.
process: Work
through the first
few sentences of
the worksheet
together. Think
aloud as you
identify the
subject and
predicate. For
instance, say, “In
‘The cat slept,’
who is the
sentence about?
The cat. So‘cat’
is the simple
subject. What did

the cat do? It
slept. So‘slept’ is
the simple
predicate.”
Pair or group3.
work: After
modeling, let
students work in
pairs. They can
discuss their
answers and
explain their
reasoning to
each other. This
collaborative
approach
deepens
understanding.
Review4.
together: Go
over the answers
as a class or
group. Discuss
any sentences
that caused
confusion. This is
a great
opportunity to
clarify the
difference
between simple
and complete
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elements.
Extend the5.
learning: Once
the worksheet is
complete,
challenge
students to write
their own
sentences and
trade with a
partner to
identify subjects
and predicates.
This moves them
from
identification to
application.

SAMPLE
EXERCISES FROM
A TYPICAL
WORKSHEET

To give  you a  clearer
i d e a ,  h e r e  a r e
examples of the types
of exercises you might
find  on  a  Simple
S u b j e c t  A n d
P r e d i c a t e
Worksheet :

Exercise
1:
Identify
the
Simple
Subject
Underline  the  simple
s u b j e c t  i n  e a c h
sentence.

The playful
puppy ran across
the yard. (Simple
subject: puppy)
My best friend
lives next door.
(Simple subject:
friend)
The old wooden
bridge creaked
loudly. (Simple
subject: bridge)
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Exercise
2:
Identify
the
Simple
Predicate
C i rc le  the  s imp le
pred icate  in  each
sentence.

The children
laughed at the
funny clown.
(Simple
predicate:
laughed)
She has been
studying for
hours. (Simple
predicate: has
been studying)
The sun sets in
the west. (Simple
predicate: sets)

Exercise
3:
Identify
Both
Write S for the simple
subject  and  P  for  the
simple predicate.

The train arrived
late. (S: train, P:
arrived)
Birds fly south
for the winter. (S:
birds, P: fly)
The curious cat
explored the new
room. (S: cat, P:
explored)

Exercise
4:
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Sentence
Creation
Write  three  sentences
of  your  own.  Then
underline  the  simple
subject  once  and  the
simple predicate twice.
These  exercises  build
sequentially, making a
Simple  Subject  And
Predicate Worksheet
a  comprehensive  tool
for mastery.

TIPS FOR
CREATING YOUR
OWN SIMPLE
SUBJECT AND
PREDICATE
WORKSHEET

If you are a teacher or
parent,  you may want
to  design  your  own
worksheets  to  match
your  student's  specific
needs. Here are some
prac t i ca l  t i ps  f o r
creating  an  effective

Simple  Subject  And
P r e d i c a t e
Worksheet :

Start simple:
Use short, clear
sentences with
obvious subjects
and predicates.
For example,
“Rain falls.” or
“Birds sing.”
Gradually
increase
complexity: Add
adjectives,
adverbs, and
prepositional
phrases. For
instance, “The
bright yellow sun
rose slowly over
the horizon.”
Include a
variety of
subjects: Use
nouns, pronouns,
and even proper
nouns. Mix
singular and
plural subjects.
Incorporate
compound
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subjects and
predicates:
Once basic
concepts are
mastered,
introduce
sentences like
“Tom and Jerry
ran and hid.”
Here, the simple
subject is Tom
and Jerry
(compound), and
the simple
predicate is ran
and hid
(compound).
Add a fun
element: Use
themes that
interest the
student, such as
animals, sports,
or space. A
themed
worksheet can
increase
engagement.
Include a
challenge
section: For
advanced

learners, add
sentences where
the subject
comes after the
verb or where
the subject is
implied, such as
in commands:
“(You) Sit down.”

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
LEARNING
SUBJECTS AND
PREDICATES

Even  w i th  a  g reat
Simple  Subject  And
P r e d i c a t e
Worksheet,  students
m a y  s t i l l  m a k e
common errors.  Being
aware  of  these  can
help educators address
them proactively:

Confusing the
subject with
the object: In a
sentence like
“The ball was hit
by the boy,”
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some students
mistakenly
identify ball as
the subject
because it
appears first. The
simple subject is
actually ball (the
sentence is
about the ball),
but the predicate
is was hit. This
passive voice
construction can
be tricky.
Including
modifiers in
the simple
subject or
predicate:
Students often
underline the
whole phrase
instead of just
the noun or verb.
Remind them
that simple
means one word
(or a verb phrase
for predicates).
Missing the
subject in

commands: In
imperative
sentences like
“Close the door,”
the subject is the
implied you.
Some
worksheets
explicitly teach
this, but it can
still confuse
learners.
Overlooking
compound
elements: When
a sentence has
two subjects or
two verbs,
students
sometimes only
identify one.
Practice with
compound
examples on the
Simple Subject
And Predicate
Worksheet
helps.

THE ROLE OF
WORKSHEETS IN
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BROADER
GRAMMAR

INSTRUCTION

W h i l e  a  S i m p l e
S u b j e c t  A n d
Predicate Worksheet
is  a  fantastic  tool,  it
works best as part of a
l a r g e r  g r a m m a r
cur r i cu lum.  A f ter
mastering subjects and

predicates,  students
are  ready  to  explore
s e n t e n c e  t y p e s
( d e c l a r a t i v e ,
i n t e r r o g a t i v e ,
i m p e r a t i v e ,
exclamatory),  clauses,
a n d  p h r a s e s .
Understanding  the
simple  subject  and
predicate


