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MASTERING YOUR
POOL
AUTOMATION: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
THE JANDY
AQUALINK RS
BUTTON CONTROL
SYSTEMS OWNER
MANUAL

Owning  a  swimming
p o o l  i s  a  j o y ,  b u t
managing  its  various
functions—from  the
pump  and  heater  to

the  l ights  and  spa
features—can  quickly
become  a  complex
chore.  This  is  where
automation  steps  in,
and the Jandy Aqualink
RS  system  has  long
b e e n  a  t r u s t e d
workhorse  in  the  pool
industry.  At  the  heart
of  this  system,  for
many  users,  is  the
intuitive button control
interface.  However,  to
truly  unlock  the  full
po ten t i a l  o f  you r
e q u i p m e n t ,  o n e
d o c u m e n t  i s
indispensable:  the
Jandy  Aqualink  RS
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B u t t o n  C o n t r o l
Sys tems  Owner
Manual.  This guide is
not  just  a  booklet  of
t e c h n i c a l
specifications; it is your
r o a d m a p  t o
c o n v e n i e n c e ,
efficiency, and mastery
over  your  backyard
oasis. Whether you are
a  new  poo l  owner
setting up your system
for  the  first  time  or  a
seasoned user  looking
to  fine-tune  your
p r o g r a m m i n g ,
understanding  this
manual is the key to a
seamless experience.
In  this  comprehensive
article, we will explore
everything you need to
know about  the  Jandy
Aqualink  RS  button
control system, with a
constant focus on how
the  owner  manual
serves as your primary
resource. We will break
d o w n  t h e  l a y o u t ,
e x p l a i n  c o m m o n

functions, and highlight
the  manual  sections
you  will  find  most
valuable. Our goal is to
help you navigate this
essential  document
with  confidence,
ensuring  you  get  the
most out of  your pool
a u t o m a t i o n
investment.

What is
the Jandy
Aqualink
RS Button
Control
System?
Before  diving  into  the
manual  i tself ,  i t  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand the device
it describes. The Jandy
Aqualink  RS  (Remote
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S y s t e m )  i s  a
centralized automation
platform  that  allows
you to control all your
p o o l  a n d  s p a
equipment  from  one
location.  The  "Button
C o n t r o l  S y s t e m "
typically  refers  to  the
in-wal l  or  surface-
mount  controller  that
prov ides  a  tact i le
interface, usually found
inside your home or at
the  equipment  pad.
U n l i k e  n e w e r
touchscreen  models,
the  button  control
version  offers  a
rugged,  reliable,  and
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
method  of  operation.
The  Jandy  Aqualink
RS  Button  Control
Sys tems  Owner
Manual  is  specifically
ta i l o red  t o  t hese
models,  providing
detailed instructions on
setup,  navigation,  and
troubleshooting for the
p h y s i c a l  k e y p a d

interface.
The  button  control
system is  designed to
manage  mu l t i p l e
pieces  of  equipment,
including:

Pumps: Single-
speed, two-
speed, and
variable-speed
pumps for water
circulation and
filtration.
Heaters: Gas,
heat pump, or
solar heaters to
maintain the
perfect water
temperature.
Lighting: Pool,
spa, and
landscape lights,
often with color-
changing
capabilities.
Valves:
Automatic valves
to switch
between pool,
spa, waterfall,
and other water
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features.
Auxiliary
Devices: Items
like cleaners,
fountains, or
blowers.

The manual  serves as
the  definitive  guide  to
i n t e g r a t i n g  a n d
commanding  these
components  through
simple  button  presses.

Why the
Owner
Manual is
Indispens
able
Many  pool  owners
make  the  mistake  of
setting up their system
o n c e  a n d  t h e n
discarding  or  ignoring
the  manual.  This  is  a
significant  oversight.

The  Jandy  Aqualink
RS  Button  Control
Sys tems  Owner
Manual is more than a
quick-start guide; it is a
technical  reference
that empowers you to:

Understand1.
Your Interface:
The manual
clearly labels
every button and
indicator light on
your panel,
explaining what
each function
does. You will
learn the
difference
between "Pool,"
"Spa," "Cleaner,"
"Aux1," "Aux2,"
and more.
Program2.
Schedules: One
of the most
powerful features
is the ability to
schedule when
your pump runs,
when the heater
turns on, and
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when the lights
illuminate. The
manual provides
step-by-step
instructions for
setting these
timers.
Customize3.
Features: Each
system can be
tailored to your
specific
equipment. The
manual includes
details on how to
set up features
like freeze
protection, high-
speed jet control,
and spa-side
remotes.
Troubleshoot4.
Effectively:
When something
goes wrong—a
light that won't
turn on or a
heater that won't
fire—the
manual's
troubleshooting
section can save

you a costly
service call.
Maintain5.
Safety: Proper
electrical
connections,
ground fault
circuit interrupter
(GFCI)
requirements,
and operational
safety protocols
are all outlined in
the manual.

Key
Sections
of the
Jandy
Aqualink
RS Button
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Control
Systems
Owner

Manual
To  use  the  manual
effectively,  it  helps  to
know  its  structure.
While the exact layout
may  vary  slightly  by
mode l  year ,  most
manuals for the button
control  systems  share
these core sections.

1. Initial
Setup
and
Installatio

n
This  section  is  critical
for  the  technician  or
the  confident  DIYer.  It
covers  the  physical
instal lat ion  of  the
control  panel  and  the
main  power  center
(often a separate box).
The  Jandy  Aqualink
RS  Button  Control
Sys tems  Owner
Manual  p rov ides
wiring  diagrams,  dip
switch  settings,  and
voltage  requirements.
Pay  close  attention
here:  incorrect  wiring
c a n  d a m a g e  t h e
system  or  void  your
warranty.  The  manual
will guide you through
connecting  the  button
pane l  to  the  main
b o a r d ,  e n s u r i n g
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
between  the  keypad
and  the  relays  that
power your equipment.
I f  y o u  a r e  n o t
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comfor tab le  w i th
electrical  work,  this  is
the part of the manual
t o  h a n d  t o  a
professional.

2.
Understa
nding the
Button
Panel
Layout
This is the section you
will refer to most often.
It  provides  a  detailed
map  of  your  control
panel.  For  a  typical
button system, you will
find:

Select Buttons:
"Pool," "Spa,"
and "Off" buttons
that determine
which body of

water is being
controlled.
Feature
Buttons:
"Cleaner,"
"Lights," "Aux1,"
"Aux2," "Aux3,"
etc., each
activating a
specific piece of
equipment.
Temperature
Controls: "Up"
and "Down"
arrows to set the
desired water
temperature for
the pool or spa.
System
Buttons:
"Menu," "Enter,"
and "Clear"
buttons used to
navigate the
programming
menus.
Status
Indicators:
LEDs that show
which functions
are active and
whether the
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heater is calling
for heat.

The  manual  explains
that  press ing  and
holding  the  "Menu"
b u t t o n  f o r  t h r e e
seconds  typ ica l ly
e n t e r s  t h e
programming mode.  It
wi l l  then  walk  you
through  the  different
screens,  often  labeled
"P01,"  "P02,"  and  so
on,  each  representing
a  different  setting  or
schedule.

3.
Program
ming
Schedule
s and

Timers
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
valuable skills you can
learn  from  the  Jandy
Aqualink  RS  Button
Control  Systems
Owner Manual is how
to program schedules.
This  a l lows  you  to
automate  your  pool
o p e r a t i o n .  F o r
example,  you  can  set
the pump to run from 8
AM to 4 PM, the heater
to warm the spa for the
morning, and the pool
l ights  to  turn  on  at
sunset.
The  manual  typically
breaks  programming
into  simple  steps:

Press and hold1.
the "Menu"
button until the
display shows
"Program" or a
similar prompt.
Use the "Up" and2.
"Down" arrows to
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select the device
you want to
schedule (e.g.,
"Filter Pump").
Set the start time3.
and end time
using the arrow
keys, confirming
each entry with
"Enter."
Assign the4.
schedule to
specific days of
the week (Sun,
Mon, Tue, etc.).
Press "Menu" to5.
save and exit.

T h e  m a n u a l  a l s o
explains setting heater
schedules, light timers,
and  auxiliary  device
timers.  Understanding
this section can reduce
your  energy  bills  by
e n s u r i n g  y o u r
equipment  runs  only
when  needed.

4.
Troublesh
ooting
Common
Issues
No matter how well-
maintained your
system is, issues can
arise. The
troubleshooting section
of the manual is your
first line of defense.
Common problems
addressed include:

System
Displays "No
Communication
": This often
indicates a wiring
issue between
the panel and
the power
center. The
manual will
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suggest checking
the connection
cable and the dip
switches.
Heater Will Not
Turn On: The
manual will ask
you to check if
the pool
temperature is
above the set
point, if the
heater is in
"Standby" mode,
or if a safety
switch (like a
flow switch or
pressure switch)
has tripped.
Buttons Are
Unresponsive:
This could be a
locked panel
(with a keypad
lock feature) or a
faulty
membrane. The
manual explains
how to unlock
the panel and
how to perform a
factory reset.

Lights Are
Stuck On or
Off: The manual
provides steps to
toggle the light
relay manually
and to check for
faulty bulbs or
transformer
issues.

By following the step-
by-step  guidance  in
this  section,  you  can
resolve many problems
without needing to call
a service technician.

5.
Maintena
nce and
Care
To  keep  your  button
c o n t r o l  s y s t e m
operating  reliably,  the
manual  offers
maintenance tips. This
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includes  keeping  the
panel  dry  and  clean,
a v o i d i n g  h a r s h
chemicals  near  the
k e y p a d ,  a n d
periodically  checking
the  connections.  The
Jandy  Aqualink  RS
B u t t o n  C o n t r o l
Sys tems  Owner
Manual  may  a l so
recommend  updating
the  firmware  if
applicable, though this
is  more  common  on
newer digital  versions.
F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e
m a i n t e n a n c e
guidelines  can  extend
the life of your system
significantly.

6. Safety
Instructio
ns and

Warnings
Safety  is  paramount
when  deal ing  with
electricity  and  water.
The  manual  includes
critical warnings about
grounding,  bonding,
and GFCI protection. It
will  instruct you never
to operate the system
if  the  ground  fault
indicator  is  lit.  This
section is not optional
reading; it  is  essential
for  the  safety  of  you,
your  family,  and  your
pets. The manual also
c o v e r s  p r o p e r
grounding  techniques
for the equipment pad
and  the  control  panel
location.

Navigatin
g the
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Manual
for
Specific

Models
It is important to note
t h a t  J a n d y  h a s
produced  severa l
variations of the button
control  system  over
the years, including the
Aqualink  RS  (with  a
black  panel)  and  the
Aqualink RS 4 (with a
whi te  pane l ) .  The
Jandy  Aqualink  RS
B u t t o n  C o n t r o l
Sys tems  Owner
Manual  you  need
should match the exact
model  number printed
on  the  inside  of  your
panel door. The model
n u m b e r  i s  o f t e n
something like "RSC8"
or  "RSC16,"  indicating
the  number  of  relays

( c h a n n e l s )  f o r
equipment  control.
Us ing  the  cor rec t
manual  ensures  that
the  wiring  diagrams
and  programming
steps  align  perfectly
with  your  hardware.

Where to
Find Your
Owner
Manual
If  you have misplaced
the physical copy that
c a m e  w i t h  y o u r
system, do not  worry.
The  Jandy  Aqualink
RS  Button  Control
Sys tems  Owner
Manual  i s  readi ly
available  online.  The
official  Zodiac  (parent
company  of  Jandy)
website  offers  PDF
d o w n l o a d s  o f  a l l
cu r ren t  and  mos t
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legacy  manuals.  You
can  also  find  them  on
third-party pool service
sites and forums. When
downloading, verify the
file  name  and  date  to
ensure  you  have  the
correct version. Having
a digital copy on your
phone or tablet can be
incredibly helpful when
you are standing at the
e q u i p m e n t  p a d
troubleshooting  an
issue.

Tips for
Using the
Manual
Effectivel
y
To get the most out of
the  Jandy  Aqualink
RS  Button  Control
Sys tems  Owner
Manual ,  consider

these practical tips:

Keep a
Physical Copy
Nearby: Store
the printed
manual near the
control panel, in
a weather-
protected box or
a drawer inside
your home. This
makes it easy to
reference when
programming.
Bookmark Key
Pages: Use
sticky notes or
bookmarks for
the programming
section, the
troubleshooting
chart, and the
wiring diagram.
Make Notes:
Write down your
schedules and
any custom
settings in the
margins. This is
especially useful
if you have
multiple users
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who need to
operate the
system.
Update Your
Knowledge: If
you add new
equipment (like a

new pump or
heater), consult
the manual to
see if you need
to reconfigure
dip switches or
update


