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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF
REASSURANCE:
EXPLORING
"WHEREVER YOU
ARE MY LOVE WILL
FIND YOU WORDS"

In a world that often
feels fast-paced and
uncertain, the need for
reassurance is a
constant, especially for
young children. One of
the most powerful gifts
a parent or caregiver
can give is the
certainty of
unconditional love. This

is the heartfelt promise
captured so beautifully
in Nancy Tillman's
beloved children's
book, Wherever You
Are My Love Will Find
You. The words within
this story have become
a source of comfort for
millions, acting as a
gentle reminder that
love transcends time,
distance, and
circumstance. The very
phrase, "Wherever you
are my love will find
you words," has taken
on a life of its own,
appearing in nursery
décor, greeting cards,
and the quiet moments
between a parent and
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child. This article
delves deep into the
themes of this modern
classic, exploring why
its message resonates
so profoundly and how
its central idea can
bring peace to both
children and adults.

THE HEART OF THE
BOOK: MORE THAN
JUST A STORY

At its core, Wherever
You Are My Love Will
Find You is a lyrical
promise. It does not
tell a complicated
narrative but instead
builds a world of
assurance through
rhythmic, poetic
language. The book
speaks directly to a
child, assuring them
that no matter what
adventures they
embark on—whether
real or imagined—the
love of their parent is
always with them. The
"words" referred to in

the phrase are not just
the text on the page;
they represent the
unspoken, enduring
connection that holds a
family together. This
makes the book a
popular choice for baby
showers, birthdays,
and even moments of
separation, such as the
first day of school. The
genius of the work lies
in its ability to make an
abstract

concept—unconditional
love—feel tangible,
safe, and ever-present.

Why
"Words"
Matter in
Building
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Emotional
Security

The specific phrase
"Wherever you are my
love will find you
words" highlights the
power of language in
shaping emotional
security. Words are the
vessels through which
we communicate our
deepest feelings. For a
child, hearing the
words "l love you" is
foundational, but
coupling that phrase
with the idea that love
is an active, searching
force is transformative.
It suggests that love is
not passive; it is a
dynamic energy that
will always seek out its
object. This concept is
incredibly comforting.
It tells a child that even
when they feel lost,
scared, or alone, they
are being thought of

and searched for by a
love that will not give
up. The "words"
become a lifeline—a
verbal anchor that
holds steady in any
storm.

* Reinforcement
of Connection:
The words serve
as a verbal hug,
reinforcing the
parent-child
bond even when
apart.

e Tool for
Coping: Children
facing separation
anxiety can
internalize these
words as a
coping
mechanism.

e Foundation for
Self-Esteem:
Knowing one is
deeply loved
provides the
confidence to
explore the
world.



THE UNIVERSAL
APPEAL OF
UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE

One of the reasons
Nancy Tillman's book
has become a staple in
SO0 many homes is its
universal theme. While
written for children, the
message of "my love

will ~ find  you" is
something every
human being,

regardless of age,
yearns to hear. In our
adult lives, we face our
own forms of
separation—long-
distance relationships,
career moves, or the
loss of a loved one. The
reassurance that love
can bridge any gap is a
profound comfort. The
book acts as a
beautiful metaphor for
the spiritual and
emotional connections
we maintain with those
we care about. It

teaches us that love is
not bound by
geography. When we
say or think, "Wherever
you are my love will
find you words," we are
affirming a belief in a
connection that is
stronger than physical
proximity.

Using the
Book to
Navigate
Life's
Transition
S

Life is full of
transitions, many of
which can be difficult
for children to
understand. A new
sibling, moving to a
new house, starting
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daycare, or dealing
with a parent's work
travel are all scenarios
that can make a child
feel insecure. Reading
Wherever You Are My
Love Will Find You
during these times can
be incredibly
therapeutic. The book
does not minimize the
child's feelings of
worry, but instead
meets them with a
powerful antidote:
certainty. The "words"
in the title become a
mantra that families
can repeat to calm
anxiety. For example,
before a parent leaves
for a business trip,
reading the book
together can help
reframe the separation
not as an ending, but
as a temporary
absence that cannot
diminish the love
between them. The
book provides the
language for a difficult

conversation, making
the intangible feeling
of "missing you" into
something manageable
and sweet.

1. During
Separation: Use
the book to
discuss feelings
about being
apart from a
parent or
caregiver.

2. During Big
Changes: Read
it to provide a
sense of stability
when the child's
environment is
shifting.

3. As a Daily
Ritual:
Incorporate it
into a bedtime
routine to end
the day on a
note of absolute
security.

THE ARTISTIC



literally hMARBIAGE OF

WORDS ANDchild from afar, with a

IMAGERY

To fully appreciate the
impact of "Wherever
you are my love will
find you words," one
must also consider the
stunning illustrations
that accompany the
text. Nancy Tillman's
artwork is dreamlike,
often placing the child
in magical, natural
settings. We see
children  flying  with
eagles, swinging
through starry skies, or
riding a whale through
the ocean. These
illustrations visually
reinforce the idea that
love follows the child
into their wildest
dreams and most
fantastic adventures.
The "words" of the
story are given weight
and texture by the
images. The page
where a parent is

golden thread of light
connecting them, has
become iconic. It
visually answers the
question the child
might be thinking:
"How can you love me
if you can't see me?"
The thread of light is
the visual
representation of the
love that the words
promise.

Beyond
the
Nursery:
The Book
as a Gift
for All
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Ages

While primarily a
children's book, the
message has
transcended its
intended audience. It is
not uncommon for the
book to be given as a
gift to a high school
graduate leaving for
college, a friend
moving away, or even
as a sympathy gift. The
core promise—that
love is an
indestructible force—is
a message needed at
every stage of life. The
phrase itself has
become a popular
choice for engraved
jewelry, wall art, and
tattoos. It serves as a
personal totem, a
reminder of a promise
made and a love
received. The "words"
are no longer just
Nancy Tillman's; they
have become our own.

They are the words we
whisper to ourselves
when we need
strength, the words we
send in a text to a
friend far away, and
the words we write in a
card to someone we
miss. The book has
given a voice to a
universal feeling,
providing the perfect
vocabulary for the
deepest of human
emotions.

THE PSYCHOLOGY
OF REASSURANCE
IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD

From a developmental
perspective, the need
for reassurance is a
critical component of
forming a secure
attachment. A child's
brain is wired to seek
safety and connection
from their primary
caregivers. When a
child hears the
message "my love will



find you," it directly
addresses a primary
fear of abandonment.
This book serves as a
form of "emotional
rehearsal." By hearing
the words repeatedly,
the child begins to
internalize the
certainty of their
parent's love. This
internalized security is
what allows a child to
become independent.
The "words" provide
the safe base from
which they can venture
out into the world. The
book is more than just
a pleasant read; it is a
tool for building a
resilient and
emotionally healthy
child. The repetition of
the theme helps to
wire the brain for trust
and optimism.

How to

Make the
"Words"
Your Own

While reading the book
is wonderful, the true
magic happens when
you incorporate its
message into your
daily life. The phrase
"Wherever you are my
love will find you
words" can be adapted
and personalized. You
can create your own
family mantra based
on the book. For
instance, after reading,
you might say to your
child, "Do you know
what my love is doing
right now? It's looking
for you, even though
we are in the same
room. It's always
looking for you." This
practice makes the
abstract concept
concrete. You can also
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write little notes using
the sentiment of the
book. A simple note in
a lunchbox that says,
"Remember, my love is
finding you right now,"
can make all the
difference in a child's
day. The goal is to
move the words from
the page into the lived
experience of the child,
creating a pillow of
security they can rest
on anywhere.

e Create a Secret
Code: Use a
hand signal or a
special word that
reminds your
child of the
book's promise.

e Personalize the
Story: After
reading, talk
about a specific
time when your
child was brave
and your love
"found" them.

e Use the Tone:
The book is

written in a
gentle, rhythmic
tone. Use that
same tone of
voice when
delivering the
reassurance in
real life.

CONCLUSION: A
PROMISE THAT
LASTS A LIFETIME

In a literary world filled
with  distractions,
Nancy Tillman's
Wherever You Are My
Love Will Find You
stands out as a pure,
distilled expression of
what it means to love
someone completely.
The phrase "Wherever
you are my love will
find you words" has
evolved from a book
title into a cultural
touchstone for
emotional security. It
reminds us that the
most important thing
we can give our
children is not a thing



at all, but the certainty
of our unwavering
connection. Whether
you are reading it to a
sleepy toddler, gifting
it to a departing friend,
or whispering the
sentiment to yourself
in a moment of doubt,
the message remains
the same: love is the
ultimate navigator, and

10

it will always, always
find its way home. The
words are not just for
children; they are the
anthem for any heart
that has ever loved
and longed to be close.
They are a promise
written in the stars, a
lullaby for the soul, and
a gentle reminder that
we are never truly
alone.
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