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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING ALLURE OF THE PSALMS IN OCCULT PRACTICE

For centuries, the Book of Psalms has stood as a profound source of spiritual solace, poetic beauty,
and liturgical tradition. Yet, beyond its role in conventional religious worship, there exists a parallel
history where these sacred songs are viewed as potent instruments for magical and metaphysical
work. Within this esoteric realm, few names resonate as powerfully as that of Anna Riva. Her book,
Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva, has achieved legendary status among
practitioners of folk magic, hoodoo, and ceremonial occultism. This article delves deep into the
contents,  historical  context,  and  practical  applications  of  this  influential  grimoire,  exploring  why  it
remains a cornerstone for those seeking to harness the divine energy embedded in the psalms.
Whether you are a seasoned occultist or a curious seeker, understanding the powers attributed to
these ancient verses offers a fascinating glimpse into the intersection of faith and magic.

THE LEGACY OF ANNA RIVA AND THE "OCCULT CLASSICS" SERIES

To truly appreciate the impact of Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva, one
must  first  understand  the  author's  unique  place  in  the  world  of  esoteric  literature.  Anna  Riva  is  a
pseudonym used by a prolific author who wrote extensively for the International Imports publishing
house, a key distributor of occult and magical texts in the mid-to-late 20th century. Her works are
characterized by a practical, no-nonsense approach to magic, blending elements of Catholic folk
traditions, African American hoodoo, and European ceremonial magic. The "Occult Classics" series
was designed to make powerful, time-tested rituals accessible to the average person. Within this
series,  the  volume  on  the  Psalms  stands  out  as  a  definitive  guide.  It  does  not  merely  reprint  the
biblical text; instead, it provides a detailed system for applying the Psalms to specific life challenges,
from securing  justice  and  protection  to  attracting  love  and  financial  prosperity.  This  book  is  often
considered a primary source for those practising "scriptural magic," a tradition where the Bible itself
is treated as a manual for supernatural influence.

UNDERSTANDING THE POWER: WHY THE PSALMS ARE USED IN MAGIC

The premise behind the use of the Psalms in occult practice is rooted in the belief that they are not
just poems or songs, but verbal formulas imbued with inherent power. Practitioners view them
as sacred vibrations that, when recited with intention, can alter circumstances. Powers Of The
Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva  capitalizes on this theory by categorizing each Psalm
according to its traditional magical correspondences. For instance, Psalm 23 is not just a comforting

passage  about  divine  guidance;  it  is  a  powerful  shield  against  negative  influences  and  a  tool  for
creating a sense of  safety.  Psalm 91 is  renowned as the "Psalm of  Protection,"  often used in
talismans and prayers for physical safety. The book explains that the mastery of these verses lies in
the combination of the spoken word, focused intent, and the correct timing or ritual action.

The Concept of "Vibrational Magic"
A  central  theme  in  the  book  is  the  idea  that  each  Psalm  emits  a  specific  spiritual  frequency.  By
reciting  a  Psalm for  a  specific  purpose,  the  practitioner  aligns  their  own spiritual  energy with  that
frequency. Anna Riva teaches that this is the secret behind the efficacy of the Psalms. It is not about
begging a deity for help, but about actively tuning one's soul to the divine principle that governs a
particular outcome. This aligns with hermetic principles found in other occult traditions, making the
book a bridge between biblical piety and sophisticated magical philosophy.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS: HOW TO USE THE PSALMS ACCORDING TO ANNA RIVA

One of the reasons for the enduring popularity of Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By
Anna Riva is its intensely practical nature. It moves far beyond theory, offering precise instructions
for rituals. Below are some of the key areas where the Psalms are applied, as detailed in the book.

Protection and Spiritual Warfare
A vast portion of the book is dedicated to defensive magic. Anna Riva recommends specific Psalms
to be used in creating protective amulets, anointing doorways, and setting up spiritual boundaries.

Psalm 91: Used for a general protective shield. The book suggests writing this Psalm on a
piece of parchment and carrying it on your person for safety during travel or dangerous
situations.
Psalm 37: Employed for protection against enemies and slander. It is often read over a
candle anointed with "Commanding Oil" to quell the power of adversaries.
Psalm 70: A powerful Psalm for deliverance from evil forces. It is recited to quickly dispel
negative energy or to make a troublesome person depart from your life.

The rituals  often involve a combination of  recitation,  the use of  specific oils  (like those from Anna
Riva's own line of spiritual products), and the burning of candles. For example, to protect a home,
one might read Psalm 122 while walking around the perimeter of the property with a blessed candle.
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Love, Attraction, and Marriage
While many associate occult classics with dark or threatening magic, Anna Riva's work is heavily
focused on bringing positive outcomes. The Psalms are frequently adapted for matters of the heart.

Psalm 45: Known as the "Love Psalm." It is used to attract a specific lover or to stir passion in1.
a current relationship. The book advises writing the names of two people on a piece of paper
under the text of this Psalm and placing it near a pink candle.
Psalm 128: Used for a happy and prosperous family life. It is often incorporated into wedding2.
rituals or housewarmings to bless the home with harmony.
Psalm 20: This Psalm is invoked to petition for a mate. It is a prayer for fulfillment of desires3.
and is often combined with a nine-day novena.

It is crucial to note that Anna Riva emphasizes ethical considerations, often suggesting that love
magic should be focused on drawing a soulmate rather than manipulating the free will of a specific
individual.

Prosperity and Financial Success
In  a  world  of  material  concerns,  the  Psalms  offer  a  robust  system  for  attracting  wealth  and
abundance. Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva provides a comprehensive
guide for financial magic.

Psalm 23: While a protection Psalm, its line "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want"
makes it a powerful declaration of abundance. It is recited over money or business equipment
to ensure continuous flow.
Psalm 65: Used to bless a business or place of employment. The book suggests sprinkling
holy water infused with Psalm 65 at the entrance of a shop to attract customers.
Psalm 112: This is a direct prosperity Psalm, praising the person who fears the Lord and is
blessed with wealth. Anna Riva instructs readers to recite this Psalm daily while focusing on a
green candle to build a wealth mindset.

The combination of Psalms with other occult classics elements, such as the use of zodiacal signs
and planetary hours, is a hallmark of Anna Riva's method. She teaches that reciting Psalm 65 during
the hour of Jupiter (on a Thursday) dramatically increases its effectiveness for financial gain.

RITUAL TOOLS AND OILS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PSALMS

A unique feature of Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva is the integration of
physical tools. Anna Riva's system is not purely mental; it is tactile. She often recommends specific
"condition oils" to anoint candles, charms, and the Bible itself before recitation. For example, using
"Commanding Oil" with Psalms intended for authority, or "Attraction Oil" with love Psalms. This

syncretism of oil magic (rooted in folk traditions) with high magical Psalm recitation is what makes
this  book  a  classic.  It  validates  the  idea  that  the  physical  world  and  the  spiritual  world  are
connected. The book provides recipes for making your own incenses and washes using herbs that
correspond to the planetary nature of each Psalm, such as frankincense for solar Psalms (like Psalm
113) or myrrh for Saturnine Psalms (like Psalm 88, which deals with hardship).

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RELIGIOUS AND OCCULT USE

It is important for modern readers to distinguish between the devotional use of the Psalms and the
occult use outlined in Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva. In a church setting,
Psalms are read for praise, repentance, or general comfort. In the occult context, they are used as
spiritual technology.  The intent is not to worship, but to cause a specific change in the material
world.  Anna Riva  treats  the  Psalms as  a  set  of  keys.  Each key  unlocks  a  specific  divine  force.  For
instance, a person does not just pray Psalm 35 for protection; they "work" the Psalm. This might
involve reading it backwards, writing it in a circle, or burning it after recitation to release its energy.
This technical, almost robotic approach to scripture is what defines the work as an "occult classic"
rather than a religious text. The user is an operator, not just a supplicant.

A CRITICAL VIEW OF THE BOOK'S PLACE IN MODERN OCCULTISM

For decades, Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva has been a "must-have" for
practitioners  of  folk  magic,  particularly  in  the  Southern  United  States  and  within  the  African
American spiritual church tradition. However, it has also faced criticism. Some purists in the occult
community argue that it oversimplifies complex Cabalistic or Hermetic systems. Others, particularly
from more conservative Christian backgrounds, see it as a blasphemous misuse of sacred text.
Despite this, its popularity persists. The book's strength lies in its accessibility. It does not require
the user to be a scholar of Hebrew or Kabbalah. It provides a simple formula: find your problem, find
the corresponding Psalm, perform the ritual. This pragmatic approach is why it remains in print and
is frequently cited in forums and blogs dedicated to hoodoo, conjure, and folk magic. It democratizes
magic, putting powerful biblical tools into the hands of anyone who can read and follow instructions.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS TOOL FOR SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION

In conclusion, Powers Of The Psalms Occult Classics By Anna Riva is far more than a dusty old
book from a niche publisher. It is a living document that continues to inform and inspire magical
practice around the world. By presenting the Psalms as a versatile toolkit for solving life's problems,
Anna Riva has created a work that bridges the gap between ancient scripture and modern practical
need.  Whether  you are seeking protection from unseen forces,  a  boost  in  your  financial  affairs,  or
the warmth of true love, this book offers a structured path. It teaches that the most powerful magic
often lies hidden in plain sight, within the verses we have chanted for millennia. For anyone serious
about exploring the intersection of faith and the occult, this classic remains an indispensable guide
to the hidden, dynamic powers of the Psalms.


