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MASTERING THE
GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE
EXAM: YOUR
COMPLETE STUDY
GUIDE

Becoming a medication
aide  in  Georgia  is  a
rewarding  career  step
that  allows  certified
nursing  assistants  to
t a k e  o n  g r e a t e r
responsibility in patient
care. However, passing
the Georgia Medication
Aide  exam  requires
focused  preparation
a n d  a  s o l i d
understanding  of  both
state  regulations  and

clinical  best  practices.
Whether  you  are  just
beginning your journey
or  need  a  refresher
before the test, a well-
organized  Georgia
Medication  Aide
Study  Guide  can
m a k e  a l l  t h e
difference.  This  article
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview  of  what  you
need to know, how to
study  effectively,  and
where  to  find  the  best
resources  to  ensure
your  success.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ROLE OF A
MEDICATION AIDE
IN GEORGIA

In Georgia, medication
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aides  are  certified
nursing  assistants
( C N A s )  w h o  h a v e
completed  additional
training  and passed a
s t a t e - a p p r o v e d
examination.  They are
a u t h o r i z e d  t o
administer  certain
medications  in  long-
term  care  facilities,
a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g
communit ies ,  and
o the r  hea l thca re
sett ings  under  the
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a
licensed  nurse.  The
Geo rg i a  Boa rd  o f
Nursing  oversees  the
certification  process,
and  candidates  must
meet  specific  eligibility
criteria before they can
sit for the exam.
The  medication  aide
role is critical because
it  helps  alleviate  the
workload on registered
nurses  and  licensed
practical  nurses  while
ensuring  residents
r e c e i v e  t h e i r

medications safely and
on  t ime.  A  rel iable
Georgia  Medication
Aide  Study  Guide
covers  not  only  the
technical  aspects  of
m e d i c a t i o n
administration but also
the  legal  and  ethical
f r a m e w o r k  t h a t
governs this practice.

Key
Responsi
bilities of
a Georgia
Medicatio
n Aide

Administering
oral, topical, and
ophthalmic
medications as
prescribed.
Measuring and
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recording vital
signs before and
after medication
administration
when required.
Observing
residents for side
effects and
adverse
reactions.
Documenting
medication
administration
accurately in the
resident's chart.
Following the
"Six Rights" of
medication
administration:
right patient,
right drug, right
dose, right route,
right time, and
right
documentation.
Storing and
handling
medications
according to
state regulations.

ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE
EXAM

Before you even open
a  study  guide,  you
must  confirm  that  you
meet the prerequisites
set  by  the  Georgia
Board  o f  Nurs ing .
Generally,  candidates
must:

Hold an active,
unencumbered
CNA certification
in Georgia.
Have at least six
months of full-
time work
experience as a
CNA in a long-
term care facility
(some programs
may have
additional
requirements).
Complete a
state-approved
medication aide
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training program
(minimum 60
hours of
classroom and
clinical
instruction).
Submit a
completed
application and
fee to the
Georgia Board of
Nursing.

Once  these  conditions
a r e  m e t ,  y o u  c a n
register  for  the exam.
A  g o o d  G e o r g i a
Medication  Aide
Study Guide will help
y o u  r e v i e w  t h e
material  covered  in
your training program,
ensuring you are ready
for  both  the  written
and  skills  portions  of
the test.

WHAT TOPICS ARE
COVERED IN THE
GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE

EXAM?

T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n
typically  consists  of
two parts: a written (or
computer-based)  test
and  a  clinical  skills
demonstration.  The
w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n
e v a l u a t e s  y o u r
k n o w l e d g e  o f
m e d i c a t i o n
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
principles,  while  the
skills test requires you
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e
c o m p e t e n c y  i n
performing  specific
tasks, such as pouring
medications or using a
glucometer.

Major
Content
Areas for
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the
Written

Exam
Legal and
Ethical
Considerations:
Understanding
scope of
practice,
delegation,
confidentiality
(HIPAA), and the
role of the
medication aide
within the
healthcare team.
Pharmacology
Basics: Common
drug
classifications,
brand and
generic names,
routes of
administration,
and the purpose
of medications
(e.g.,

antihypertensive
s, antibiotics,
insulin, pain
relievers).
Medication
Administration:
The Six Rights,
proper
techniques for
oral, topical,
ophthalmic, ear,
and rectal
medications, and
the use of
medication carts
and automated
dispensing
systems.
Infection
Control: Hand
hygiene, sterile
versus clean
technique,
disposal of
sharps, and
preventing
contamination
during
medication
preparation.
Vital Signs and
Observation:
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Taking pulse,
respiration, blood
pressure, and
temperature;
recognizing signs
of adverse drug
reactions or side
effects.
Documentation
and Reporting:
Charting
medication
administration,
incident
reporting, and
communication
with the
supervising
nurse.
Mathematics
for Medication
Aides: Basic
dosage
calculations,
conversion
between metric
and household
units, and
reading
medication
labels.

The
Clinical
Skills
Assessme
nt
For  the  skills  portion,
you  will  be  asked  to
perform  two  or  three
tasks  in  front  of  an
evaluator.  Common
stations  include:

Administering
oral medications
from a bubble
pack or unit-dose
system.
Applying a
topical
medication using
proper gloving
technique.
Instilling eye
drops or
ointment.
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Measuring and
recording blood
pressure and
pulse.
Demonstrating
proper
handwashing and
infection control
procedures.

A  thorough  Georgia
Medication  Aide
Study  Guide  should
include  step-by-step
checklists  for  these
s k i l l s  s o  y o u  c a n
practice  unti l  they
become second nature.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE BEST GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE
STUDY GUIDE

Not all study materials
are  created  equal.
When  se lec t ing  a
resource,  look  for  the
following features:

Alignment with
Georgia's
curriculum:

Ensure the guide
is based on the
state-approved
training program
and the current
version of the
Georgia
Medication Aide
Candidate
Handbook.
Practice
questions:
Ideally, the guide
should include at
least 100 to 200
sample questions
with detailed
rationales for
correct and
incorrect
answers.
Skills
checklists:
Visual or written
step-by-step
instructions for
each skill on the
exam.
Math review:
Quick reference
for dosage
calculations and



8

8 Georgia Medication Aide Study
Guide

2022-11-14

conversions.
Online access:
Some study
guides offer
interactive
quizzes,
flashcards, or
mobile apps for
on-the-go review.
Recent
publication
date: Guidelines
and regulations
can change, so
choose a guide
published within
the last two
years.

EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES TO
PASS THE
GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE
EXAM

Having  a  Georgia
Medication  Aide
Study  Guide  is  only
half  the  battle.  You
also need a solid plan
to  max imize  your

learning.  Here  are
proven  strategies:

1. Create
a Study
Schedule
D i v i d e  y o u r  t i m e
be tween  con ten t
r e v i e w ,  p r a c t i c e
questions,  and  skills
practice.  For  example,
spend 30 minutes each
evening  reading  a
chapter,  then  do  20
practice questions.  On
weekends, dedicate an
hour  t o  hands -on
practice  with  a  friend
or using a mannequin.

2. Master
the Six
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Rights
First
Memory  aids  like  the
" S i x  R i g h t s "  ( o r
sometimes  "Seven"  if
documentat ion  i s
included)  form  the
foundation  of  safe
m e d i c a t i o n
administration.  Write
them  on  sticky  notes
around your workspace
u n t i l  t h e y  a r e
automatic.

3. Use
Flashcard
s for
Pharmaco
logy
Create  flashcards  with
drug  name,  c lass ,

common  use,  and  a
key  side  effect.  Focus
on  the  medications
m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y
administered  in  long-
term  care,  such  as
Las ix ,  Met formin,
Lisinopril,  and  insulin
types.

4.
Practice
Dosage
Calculatio
ns Daily
Many  test-takers  find
m a t h  t h e  m o s t
challenging part. Work
through problems like:
"The order  is  500 mg
PO. You have 250 mg
tablets.  How  many
tablets  do  you  give?"
Master  conversions:  1
mg = 1000 mcg, 1 g =
1000 mg, 1 tsp = 5 mL,
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etc.

5.
Simulate
the Skills
Test
Find a partner to act as
a  p a t i e n t  a n d
evaluator.  Go  through
each  sk i l l  s low ly ,
say ing  each  s tep
aloud. For example, for
eye  drops:  "Identify
patient,  perform  hand
h y g i e n e ,  c h e c k
medication label  three
times,  instruct  patient
to tilt  head back,  pull
lower  lid  down,  instill
correct  number  of
drops without touching
the  eye,  have  patient
c lose  eye  gent ly ,
record administration."

6. Review
Test-
Taking
Techniqu
es
Read  each  question
carefully,  eliminate
o b v i o u s l y  w r o n g
answers, and trust your
training.  The  exam
often  includes  "select
all  that  apply"  items,
so watch for keywords
like  "best,"  "first,"  or
"except."

SAMPLE PRACTICE
QUESTIONS (FROM
A TYPICAL
GEORGIA
MEDICATION AIDE
STUDY GUIDE)

A resident1.
refuses to take
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their morning
medication. What
is the medication
aide's first
action?
Answer:
Respect the
refusal,
document it, and
notify the
supervising
nurse. Never
force medication.
Which of the2.
following is a
side effect of
antihypertensive
medication?
Answer:
Dizziness or
lightheadedness.
(Other options
might include
increased heart
rate or
headache.)
When applying a3.
transdermal
patch, where
should the
medication aide
place it?

Answer: On a
clean, dry,
hairless area of
skin, typically on
the upper chest,
back, or arm.
Avoid the same
site repeatedly.
How many4.
milliliters are in
one tablespoon?
Answer: 15 mL
(1 tbsp = 3 tsp =
15 mL).
A medication5.
aide discovers
they gave a
resident the
wrong dose.
What should they
do immediately?
Answer: Assess
the resident for
any adverse
effects, notify the
nurse
immediately,
complete an
incident report,
and document
the error
accurately.



12

12 Georgia Medication Aide Study
Guide

2022-11-14

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES TO
SUPPLEMENT
YOUR STUDY
GUIDE

Georgia Board
of Nursing
Website: Check
for the official
medication aide
candidate
handbook,
application
forms, and policy
updates.
State-
Approved
Training
Programs:
Some schools
offer review
sessions or mock
exams for
alumni.
Online Forums
and Facebook
Groups:
Connect with
other aspiring
medication aides
in Georgia to

share tips and
motivational
support.
National
Medication
Aide
Certification
Exam (NACES)
Sample Tests:
While Georgia
uses its own
exam, the
national sample
questions can
still reinforce
general
knowledge.
Textbooks:
"Medication
Administration
for Nursing
Assistants" or
similar titles
often align with
state curricula.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID DURING
PREPARATION

Relying solely
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on memory:
Understand the
why behind each
procedure, not
just the steps.
Skipping the
math review:
Dosage errors
are the most
common cause
of medication
mishaps;
practice until
calculations are
automatic.
Ignoring
infection
control:
Handwashing
and gloving are
evaluated
heavily in the
skills test. Do not
cut corners.
Studying alone
without
feedback: Have
someone watch
you perform
skills and give
constructive
criticism.

Waiting until
the last week
to practice
skills: Muscle
memory requires
repetition over
many days.

CONCLUSION

Passing  the  Georgia
Medication  Aide  exam
is achievable with the
right  preparation.  A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Georgia  Medication
Aide  Study  Guide
s e r v e s  a s  y o u r
roadmap,  covering
everything  from  state
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d
pha rmaco logy  t o
dosage  math  and
clinical  skills.  Combine
this  resource  with  a
d isc ip l ined  s tudy
schedule,  regular
practice,  and  a  clear
understanding  of  your
scope  of  practice.  By
inves t ing  t ime  in
thorough  preparation,
you will  not only pass



14

14 Georgia Medication Aide Study
Guide

2022-11-14

the exam but also build
the  confidence  needed
t o  p r o v i d e  s a f e ,
compassionate care to
your  residents.  Take
the  first  step

today—secure  your
study  guide,  map  out
your  plan,  and  start
moving  toward  your
certification  with
purpose.


