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INTRODUCTION: WHY LEARNING TO DRAW PATRICK
STAR IS A FUN CREATIVE JOURNEY

If you’ve ever watched SpongeBob SquarePants, you know that
Patrick  Star  is  more  than  just  a  pink  starfish—he’s  a  lovable,
goofy, and sometimes clueless best friend who lives under a rock.
Mastering how to draw Patrick Star step by step is not only a
great way to improve your cartooning skills but also a fantastic
activity for fans of all ages. Whether you’re a parent looking for a
fun project with your kids, a beginner artist wanting to sketch
iconic characters, or a seasoned illustrator revisiting a classic,
this guide will walk you through every stage.
Drawing Patrick is surprisingly simple because his design relies
on basic  shapes  and simple  expressions.  In  this  article,  we’ll
break down each phase—from gathering your supplies to shading
the  final  lines—so  by  the  end,  you’ll  have  your  own  cheerful
Patrick Star ready to smile back at you. We’ll also include expert
tips to avoid common mistakes and make your drawing pop. Let’s
get started.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Before you dive into how to draw Patrick Star step by step, it
helps to have the right tools on hand. Don’t worry—you won’t
need fancy art supplies. Here’s a simple list:

Paper: Any clean sheet of drawing paper or sketchbook.
Pencil: A standard HB or mechanical pencil for sketching.
Eraser: A soft vinyl or kneaded eraser works best.
Black marker or pen: For inking the final outlines.
Colored pencils, crayons, or markers: Pink, green,
purple, blue, and yellow for coloring Patrick’s details.

Optional  items  include  a  ruler  if  you  like  straight  guidelines
(though Patrick is wobbly on purpose) and a reference image of
Patrick Star. Once you have everything ready, you can move to
the first step with confidence.

STEP 1: DRAW THE BASIC BODY SHAPE

Every amazing drawing starts with a foundation. For Patrick Star,
his body is essentially a lumpy star shape. But unlike a perfect
five-pointed  star,  Patrick’s  form  is  more  organic—like  a  chubby,
rounded starfish.

Lightly sketch a large oval or rounded diamond shape in1.
the center of your paper. This will be Patrick’s torso. Don’t
worry about precision; the more irregular, the better.
From the top of the oval, draw a short, curved line upward2.
to form the top arm. Then add two more arms on the
sides—these should be stubby and rounded at the ends.
At the bottom, sketch two short “legs” that are just small3.
rounded bumps. Patrick doesn’t have distinct feet, just wide
bottom points.
Connect all the arms to the main body with smooth curves.4.
The overall shape should look like a fat starfish that’s been
sitting too long in the sun.

Take your time with this step because the body shape sets the
stage  for  everything  else.  If  it  looks  a  bit  wonky,  that’s

perfect—Patrick is not meant to be symmetrical.

STEP 2: ADD THE EYES AND EYEBROWS

Patrick’s  eyes  are  large,  expressive,  and  one  of  the  most
recognizable features. To convey his sweet, simple personality,
follow these sub-steps:

Draw the Eye Sockets
Inside the upper part of the body oval, sketch two large, slanted
ovals that tilt inward toward the center. Think of them as “angry”
or “surprised” eyes. They should be roughly the same size and
positioned about one finger-width apart.

Create the Pupils and Irises
Inside each eye socket, draw a smaller circle for the iris, and
inside that, a tiny black circle for the pupil. Color the pupil solid
black, leaving a small white dot for the reflection (that little spark
makes Patrick look alive). The irises are usually yellow-green, but
we’ll color later.

Add the Famous Eyebrows
Just  above  the  eyes,  draw  two  thick,  horizontal  lines  for
eyebrows. They don’t curve much; they’re more like rectangular
blocks. If you want a happy expression, keep them slightly angled
upward at the inner corners.

STEP 3: SKETCH THE NOSE AND MOUTH

Patrick’s  face  is  dominated  by  his  nose  and  mouth,  which
together create his classic goofy grin.

Nose: Draw a long, curved line that starts between the
eyes and curves downward to the left (or right, depending
on which direction you want him facing). The nose is
basically a long, hooked shape, like a flattened “S.” Add a
small oval at the end of the line to form the nostril.
Mouth: Below the nose, draw a wide, open smile. Start
from one side of the face and curve downward, then back
up to the other side. Inside the smile, add a few small
rectangles for teeth—Patrick often shows his top teeth.
Then draw a curved line for the lower lip.
Cheek marks: On the cheeks, add two small curved lines
that look like dimples. This emphasizes his friendly,
childlike expression.

Take a moment to check that the face looks balanced. Patrick’s
eyes should be large,  and his  mouth should take up a good
portion of the lower face. The overall effect is a character who is
both funny and endearing.

STEP 4: DRAW THE BELLY AND STARFISH PATTERNS

Now  we  add  the  details  that  make  Patrick  unmistakably  a
starfish.

Belly line: Draw a curved line across the midsection of the1.
body, from one side to the other. This line should be slightly
lower than the bottom of the eyes. It marks the separation
between Patrick’s upper body and his belly.
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Belly button: At the center of that line, draw a small circle2.
or oval. Patrick’s belly button is usually drawn as a simple
dot or tiny ring.
Starfish bumps: Along the edges of each arm and leg,3.
add small, irregular bumps or spikes. These are the
“starfish texture” that makes him look like he’s made of
squishy rubber. Don’t overdo it—just a few per arm.
Spots: Patrick often has a few darker spots on his body,4.
especially on his head and arms. Draw two or three small
circles or ovals randomly placed. These are part of his
starfish pattern.

STEP 5: DRAW THE SHORTS AND ACCESSORIES

Patrick wears a pair of green shorts with purple flowers. This is a
key step in how to draw Patrick Star step by step, because his
outfit adds a lot of personality.

Outline the Shorts
Starting  below the  belly  line,  sketch  a  curved  rectangle  that
wraps around the lower body. The shorts should cover about one-
third of his total height. The bottom edge should be wavy, not
straight, to show fabric folds.

Add the Belt and Pattern
Draw a thin belt across the top of the shorts. Then add a belt
buckle in the center—just a small square. Below the belt, sketch
two  or  three  simple  flower  shapes.  Each  flower  can  be  a  circle
with five tiny petals around it, colored purple later.

The Two Front Pockets
Patrick usually has two rectangular pockets on the front of his
shorts. Draw them as small patches with a curved opening line.
Once the shorts are done, you can also add his iconic “shirt” – but
actually Patrick doesn’t  wear a shirt.  However,  many versions
include a simple neckline or a clam necklace. Feel free to leave it
out for a classic look, or add a small shell necklace if you want.

STEP 6: ADD THE FINAL DETAILS – FINGERS, TOES,
AND TEXTURE

Patrick’s hands and feet are simple, but they give him movement
and charm.

Fingers: At the end of each arm, draw two or three short,
stubby lines for fingers. They don’t need to be perfect—just
think of small sausages.
Toes: At the bottom of each leg bump, add two tiny ovals
for toes. Patrick has three toes on each foot? Actually, in
most designs, he has two large toes. Check your reference,
but two is standard.
Extra texture lines: Add a few faint curved lines on the
arms and head to suggest the natural creases of a starfish.
These should be very light so they don’t overwhelm the
drawing.
Eyelashes: Patrick doesn’t usually have eyelashes, but if
you want a cuter version, you can add a few tiny lines at
the outer corners of the eyes.

STEP 7: INK AND ERASE GUIDELINES

Now it’s  time to make your sketch permanent.  Using a black
marker,  fine-liner  pen,  or  dark  pencil,  carefully  trace  over  the
final  lines  you  want  to  keep.  Start  with  the  eyes  and

mouth—these are the most important. Then move to the body
outline, shorts, and details.

Go slowly to avoid mistakes. If you mess up, don’t1.
worry—you can always incorporate it into the character’s
wacky style.
After the ink dries (if using a pen), gently erase all the2.
pencil guidelines. This will leave you with a clean, crisp line
art drawing.
If you used a pencil for inking, you can darken the lines by3.
pressing harder, then erase surrounding sketch marks.

STEP 8: COLOR YOUR PATRICK STAR

Coloring is where Patrick truly comes to life. The official colors are
very specific, so follow this palette:

Body: Light pink (almost salmon). Use a pink base and a
slightly darker pink for shading around the edges.
Eyes: Yellow-green for the irises. The pupils remain black.
Shorts: Forest green for the base, with a lighter green for
highlights.
Flowers on shorts: Purple petals with a yellow center.
Belly button and spots: Darker pink or even light brown.
Teeth: White, but you can add a tiny bit of light blue
shadow.

If you’re using colored pencils, layer the colors gently. Start with
a light base, then add shadows on one side (where the light isn’t
hitting). For a more cartoonish look, use markers for bold, even
colors.  Remember  to  color  the  background  if  you  want  a
complete scene—perhaps a sandy floor or a blue sky.

STEP 9: ADD SHADING AND HIGHLIGHTS

To give your drawing depth, add simple shading. Think about a
light source coming from the upper left. Then:

Darken the right side of Patrick’s body with a darker pink or
a light purple shadow.
Add a white highlight (using a white gel pen or leaving
paper white) on the top of his head and on the shiny parts
of his eyes.
Shade under his belly and shorts to create a sense of
roundness.

Shading doesn’t have to be complicated. Even a few strokes can
make your Patrick look more three-dimensional and professional.

STEP 10: REVIEW AND REFINE

Take a step back and look at your finished artwork. Does it  look
like Patrick Star? Compare it to a reference if needed. Here are
common fixes:

If the eyes are too small, enlarge them. Patrick’s eyes
should take up a big part of his face.
If the body is too skinny, go back and add more width.
If the shorts are misplaced, adjust the belly line.

The beauty of drawing is that you can always try again. Many
artists draw the same character multiple times before they’re
happy.  But  even  your  first  attempt  is  a  stepping  stone  to
improvement.

USEFUL TIPS FOR PERFECTING YOUR PATRICK STAR
DRAWING

Here are some expert insights to make your drawing even better:

Keep it loose: Patrick is a relaxed


