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STARSKY AND HUTCH: HOW BEN STILLER REVIVED A
TV CLASSIC

In the landscape of 2000s comedy, few pairings were as electric
as Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson. When they teamed up for the
2004 buddy cop parody Starsky and Hutch, they didn't just pay
homage to a beloved 1970s television series—they reinvented it
for a new generation. Directed by Todd Phillips ("The Hangover"),
the  film  leaned  into  the  original  show's  campy  charm  while
injecting Stiller's signature brand of neurotic, high-energy humor.
The  result  was  a  box  office  hit  that  remains  a  beloved  comedy
staple. But what made Ben Stiller's portrayal of Detective David
Starsky so memorable? And how did the film manage to balance
parody with genuine affection for its source material?
From the  moment  the  iconic  red  Gran Torino  roars  onto  the
screen, audiences know they're in for a ride that is equal parts
nostalgia and silliness. Stiller's Starsky is a by-the-book, hyper-
competitive detective who wears his leisure suits with an almost
religious  fervor.  Opposite  Wilson's  laid-back,  street-smart  Ken
"Hutch"  Hutchinson,  the  chemistry  is  immediate.  This  article

dives deep into the making, the performances, and the enduring
legacy  of  "Starsky  and  Hutch,"  with  a  special  focus  on  Ben
Stiller's central role.

The Making of "Starsky and
Hutch" (2004)
When Warner Bros. decided to bring "Starsky and Hutch" to the
big screen, the challenge was clear: how do you update a 1970s
cop show for modern audiences without losing its cult appeal?
The answer came in the form of a comedic approach. Director
Todd  Phillips,  fresh  off  the  success  of  "Road  Trip"  and  "Old
School,"  understood that  the show's  earnestness was ripe for
satire, but not mockery. The film needed to wink at the audience
while still telling a coherent detective story.
Ben Stiller was attached early to play Starsky. At the time, Stiller
was at the peak of his comedic powers, having starred in "Meet
the Parents," "Zoolander," and "Dodgeball."  His ability to play
hyper-masculine characters who are secretly insecure made him
the perfect choice for Starsky. The script, co-written by Stevie
Long  and  John  O'Brien,  exaggerated  the  original  characters'
quirks.  Starsky  became a  man obsessed with  being the best

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Starsky And Hutch Ben Stiller 2024-07-28

detective, often to a fault. Hutch became a free-spirited rebel
who  coasts  on  charm.  The  dynamic  was  set:  high-strung
perfectionist versus cool slacker.
Casting also included Snoop Dogg as informant Huggy Bear, a
role  that  modernized  the  character  with  hip-hop  flair.  Vince
Vaughn  joined  as  the  villain,  Reese  Feldman,  a  white-collar
criminal with a bizarrely calm demeanor. The ensemble, rounded
out by Juliette Lewis and Carmen Electra, created a world that felt
both familiar and delightfully absurd.

Ben Stiller's Performance:
Beyond the Laughs
While Owen Wilson's Hutch provides the relaxed counterpoint,
Ben  Stiller's  Starsky  is  the  engine  of  the  film's  comedy.  Stiller
commits fully to the character's ridiculousness. He wears his hair
in a perfect feathered style, runs with an awkward, determined
gait, and delivers every line with a sense of urgency that borders
on panic. This is a man who takes his job so seriously that he has
a framed photo of himself in his locker.
One  of  Stiller's  greatest  talents  is  his  physical  comedy,  and
"Starsky and Hutch" gives him plenty of opportunities to shine.
Whether he is tumbling over a couch during a stakeout or arguing
with Hutch about proper police procedure, Stiller uses his body to
convey a constant state of agitation. But beneath the humor, he
also hints at  vulnerability.  Starsky is  driven because he fears
being  ordinary.  It's  this  layer  of  insecurity  that  makes  the

character more than just a punchline.
Stiller  also  plays  well  off  the  supporting  cast.  His  scenes  with
Snoop Dogg's Huggy Bear are comedic gold, as Starsky's tight-
wound  energy  clashes  with  Huggy's  tranquil  demeanor.  And
when he teams up with Vaughn's Feldman, the tension between
Starsky's desire to be authoritative and his inability to control any
situation creates memorable moments.

The Comedy Duo: Stiller
and Wilson
The heart of "Starsky and Hutch" is the partnership between Ben
Stiller  and  Owen  Wilson.  By  2004,  the  two  had  already
established a comedic  rhythm in  "Zoolander"  and "The Royal
Tenenbaums."  In  "Starsky  and  Hutch,"  they  perfect  their
dynamic.  Stiller's  high-strung  energy  is  the  straight  man  to
Wilson's mellow charm, but the roles constantly reverse. Hutch
might  be  lazy,  but  he's  also  perceptive.  Starsky  might  be
hyperactive,  but  he's  often wrong.  This  balance prevents  the
comedy from becoming one-note.
Their  banter  is  sharp  and  filled  with  quotable  lines.  The  famous
"Do  you  understand  the  words  that  are  coming  out  of  my
mouth?" scene showcases Stiller's exasperation perfectly, while
Wilson's  deadpan  "I'm  not  a  cheerleader,  I'm  a  police  officer"
response undercuts it  beautifully. Off-screen, Stiller and Wilson's
real-life friendship translated into an on-screen ease that made
the audience believe these two men could genuinely be partners
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despite their differences.
The  film also  explores  the  evolution  of  their  relationship.  At  the
start, Starsky and Hutch are paired together by the police chief
(Fred Williamson) as punishment—both are misfits.  They initially
despise  each  other,  but  by  the  end,  they  have  developed  a
grudging respect. It's a classic buddy-cop trope, executed with
self-awareness. Stiller and Wilson knew they were operating in a
genre that had been parodied many times, but they approached
it with enough sincerity that the emotional beats land even amid
the silliness.

Plot Overview: A Simple
Case Gets Complicated
The story of "Starsky and Hutch" follows the two detectives as
they investigate the murder of a small-time criminal. Their only
lead is the victim's girlfriend (Carmen Electra), who leads them to
a wealthy businessman named Reese Feldman (Vince Vaughn). It
soon  becomes  clear  that  Feldman  is  involved  in  a  synthetic
cocaine scheme using a substance called "cocaine 2.0." Along the
way, Starsky and Hutch must navigate a jealous colleague (Chris
Penn), a frustrated captain, and their own personal flaws.
The  plot  is  deliberately  simple,  serving  as  a  framework  for
comedic set pieces and character interactions. There's a hilarious
scene where the duo tries to go undercover at a disco, another
where they accidentally ingest the synthetic cocaine during a
dinner, and a third where they perform a ridiculous stakeout in a

van.  The  climax,  set  at  a  costume  party,  features  the  pair
dressing  as  each  other—a  meta  joke  that  underscores  their
growing respect. It's lighthearted and fast-paced, never taking
itself too seriously.

Behind the Scenes: Todd
Phillips and the 1970s
Aesthetic
Director Todd Phillips brought his signature style to "Starsky and
Hutch."  He  wanted  the  film  to  feel  like  a  time  capsule  of  the
1970s, from the wide-lapel jackets to the shag carpeting in the
police station. The production design is meticulous—everything
from the period-appropriate cars to the vintage advertisements in
the background adds authenticity. The soundtrack is packed with
disco and funk hits, including "Everything Is Everything" by Earth,
Wind & Fire and "Disco Inferno" by The Trammps.
Ben Stiller, who also served as a producer, had input on the film's
tone. He wanted to ensure that the comedy came from character
rather than from cheap jokes. In interviews, Stiller emphasized
that the original "Starsky and Hutch" was a serious show that
happened to be unintentionally funny to modern eyes. The film's
goal was to honor the original while acknowledging its silliness.
This  philosophy  is  why  the  film  feels  affectionate  rather  than
mocking.



4

4 Starsky And Hutch Ben Stiller 2024-07-28

One  notable  behind-the-scenes  moment  involved  the  Gran
Torino. The car is almost a character itself, and Stiller insisted on
driving it in many scenes. He later joked that the car was "the
real  star  of  the  movie."  The  film's  stunt  coordinator  designed
chase sequences that paid homage to the show's famous driving
scenes,  though  they  were  amped  up  with  comedic
embell ishments.

Critical and Commercial
Reception
Upon its release in March 2004, "Starsky and Hutch" received
mostly positive reviews. Critics praised the chemistry between
Stiller and Wilson and the film's lighthearted tone. It holds a 63%
approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes, with the consensus stating
that it "successfully captures the spirit of the 1970s series while
providing plenty of laughs." Audiences were receptive, and the
film  grossed  over  $170  million  worldwide  against  a  $60  million
budget. It  was considered a solid success, especially for a TV
adaptation.
Some critics noted that the film's plot was thin, but most agreed
that the comedy was strong enough to carry it. Roger Ebert gave
it three stars, writing, "Stiller and Wilson have a genuine comic
rapport, and the movie is smart enough to let them play off each
other." The film's R-rating (for language, drug content, and sexual
humor)  allowed it  to push boundaries,  particularly in a scene
involving a ventriloquist dummy and a bizarre dinner party.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
While "Starsky and Hutch" may not be as frequently quoted as
"Zoolander" or "Anchorman," it remains a beloved entry in the
buddy-cop comedy genre. It inspired a short-lived TV series spin-
off,  though that  attempt failed to  capture the magic  of  the film.
The movie also helped solidify Ben Stiller's status as a leading
man capable of carrying a summer comedy.
For  fans  of  the  original  television  series,  the  film  served  as  a
respectful  homage.  Paul  Michael  Glaser  and  David  Soul,  who
played  Starsky  and  Hutch  in  the  1970s  show,  made  cameo
appearances as the heads of the police department's "Archives"
department. Their seal of approval added legitimacy and was a
treat for longtime viewers.
The  film's  influence  can  be  seen  in  later  buddy  comedies  like
"The  Other  Guys"  and  "Ride  Along,"  which  similarly  balance
action with comedy and rely on mismatched partnerships. The
aesthetic of the 1970s also made a minor revival in pop culture,
with leisure suits and disco becoming retro fashion statements
thanks in part to the movie's stylistic choices.
Ben Stiller's performance as Starsky also demonstrated his ability
to play a character who is both authoritative and absurd. It's a
balancing act he has employed in films like "Tropic Thunder" and
"The Secret Life of Walter Mitty." Starsky is essentially a man who
is a cop because he wants to be seen as important—a theme
Stiller has explored in various forms throughout his career.
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Why It Still Works Today
Revisiting  "Starsky  and  Hutch"  in  the  2020s,  the  film  holds  up
remarkably well. The humor is not overly reliant on outdated pop
culture references, and the chemistry between Stiller and Wilson
remains  infectious.  The  pacing  is  brisk,  and  the  101-minute
runtime ensures that the jokes never overstay their welcome. The
camerawork and editing also contribute to the comedy, using
slow-motion and freeze-frames to emphasize absurd moments.
The  film's  message  about  teamwork  and  acceptance  also
resonates. Starsky learns to loosen up, and Hutch learns to take
some  responsibility.  It's  a  simple  lesson,  but  delivered  with
sincerity. Ben Stiller's portrayal of a man who learns to trust his
partner  is  the  emotional  anchor  of  the  movie.  Without  his
commitment  to  the role,  the film could  have devolved into  pure
farce.
Moreover, the film's soundtrack and production design have aged

into a retro nostalgia that feels charming rather than dated. For
viewers  who  missed  the  original  1970s,  the  movie  offers  a
window into that era's aesthetic. And for those who remember it,
it's a fond, funny revisit.

Conclusion
Ben Stiller's "Starsky and Hutch" is a comic gem that perfectly
captures the spirit of a classic television show while standing on
its own as a hilarious buddy-cop adventure. Stiller's performance
as  David  Starsky  is  a  masterclass  in  physical  comedy  and
character-driven  humor,  supported  by  Owen  Wilson's  effortless
charm  and  a  stellar  supporting  cast.  The  film's  affectionate
parody, sharp dialogue, and 1970s aesthetic combine to create a
movie that remains rewatchable years later. Whether you're a fan
of the original series or simply looking for a good laugh, "Starsky
and Hutch" delivers on all fronts. It is a testament to how a well-
crafted  comedy  can  honor  its  source  material  while  creating
something entirely new. And at its center


