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BRINGING THE
MAGIC OF CHERRY
TREE LANE TO
LIFE: A MARY
POPPINS SCRIPT
FOR KIDS

For  generations,  the
story  of  Mary  Poppins
has enchanted children
and  adults  alike.  The
tale  of  the  practically
perfect  nanny  who
slides  up  banisters,
j u m p s  i n t o  c h a l k
pavement  pictures,
and teaches the Banks
children  to  find  joy  in
every task is a timeless
classic.  Whether  it  is
the  original  books  by

P.L.  Travers  or  the
beloved Disney musical
film,  the  characters
and  their  adventures
offer a rich tapestry for
performance.  But  how
do  you  translate  that
magic  into  a  format
that  is  accessible  and
fun  for  young  actors?
That is where a tailored
Mary Poppins script
for  kids  becomes
essent ia l .  A  we l l -
crafted children’s script
retains  the  heart  and
humor  of  the  story
wh i le  s imp l i fy ing
dialogue,  reducing
scene complexity,  and
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e
moments that resonate
m o s t  w i t h  y o u n g
performers  and  their

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Mary Poppins Script For Kids 2026-04-19

audiences.

What
Exactly Is
a Mary
Poppins
Script for
Kids?
A  M a r y  P o p p i n s
script  for  kids  is  a
theatrical adaptation of
t h e  c l a s s i c  s t o r y
designed  specifically
for children to perform.
Unlike  the  full-scale
Broadway  musical  or
the  original  film  script,
this  version  shortens
scenes,  modernizes
some  language  i f
needed, and keeps the
cast  size  flexible.  It
often  includes  simple
stage  directions,  clear

character  breakdowns,
and  production  notes
that  help  teachers,
drama  coaches,  or
even  parents  stage  a
successful  show.  The
goal is not to replicate
the movie exactly, but
to capture its spirit  —
the  whimsy,  the  life
l e s s o n s ,  a n d  t h e
unforgettable  songs
and characters — in a
format  that  is  both
e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d
entertaining.
M a n y  s c h o o l s ,
community  theatres,
and  summer  camps
use  these  adapted
scripts  because  they
allow  a  large  number
o f  c h i l d r e n  t o
participate. Typically, a
kids’ script will reduce
the number of distinct
scenes  to  around  five
to ten, and it may offer
optional  cut  lines  or
doubling  suggestions
for  characters.  The
most  effective  scripts
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a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e
narration  to  bridge
scenes,  which  helps
younger  actors  who
may struggle with long
passages of dialogue.

Key
Compone
nts of a
Successfu
l
Children’s
Script
Writing  or  selecting  a
Mary Poppins script
for  k ids  requ i res
attention  to  several
key elements. Here are
the  most  important
features  that  make
such  a  script  work:

Age-
appropriate
dialogue:
Sentences are
kept short and
punchy. Big
words are
replaced with
simpler
alternatives.
Punches of
humor are
emphasized.
Clear character
arcs: The
transformation of
Mr. Banks, the
growth of Jane
and Michael, and
the influence of
Mary Poppins are
all easy for
children to
understand and
portray.
Flexible
staging: The
script should
work with
minimal sets and
props. Magic
tricks like pulling
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a lamp out of a
carpet bag can
be done with
simple stage
illusions or mime.
Musical
options: While
not all kids'
scripts include
full songs, the
best ones
suggest where to
insert well-known
tunes like
"Supercalifragilis
ticexpialidocious"
or "A Spoonful of
Sugar" using
simplified
arrangements.
Ensemble
moments: The
script should
include group
scenes – such as
the tea party on
the ceiling, the
park dance with
the penguins, or
the chimney
sweep scene – so
that many

children can be
on stage at once.

How to
Create
Your Own
Adapted
Script for
Young
Performer
s
If you are a teacher or
director looking to craft
y o u r  o w n  M a r y
Poppins  script  for
kids,  the  process  can
be  deeply  rewarding.
Start by identifying the
core scenes that drive
t h e  s t o r y .  M o s t
adaptations  focus  on
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the  arrival  of  Mary
P o p p i n s ,  t h e
adventures in the park,
the  v i s i t  to  Unc le
Albert,  the  disastrous
bank run, and the kite-
flying  finale.  Once  you
have  your  scene  list,
follow these steps:

Write a1.
narrator part: A
storyteller can
describe the
setting and move
the action along.
This reduces the
need for
elaborate
transitions.
Simplify the2.
language: Take
the original
dialogue and
pare it down. For
example, instead
of a long speech
from Mr. Banks
about the
importance of
“stability and
reputation,” have
him say,

“Children must
be seen and not
heard. That is
the rule!”
Double or3.
triple roles:
Give minor
characters like
the iceman, the
policeman, and
Mrs. Brill the
same actor. Use
name tags or
simple costume
pieces to help
the audience
follow.
Add physical4.
comedy: Kids
love slapstick.
Let Bert trip over
his broom. Let
the children
pretend to fly
with Mary
Poppins using a
simple lift or a
trampoline effect
offstage.
Keep the magic5.
simple: A tape
measure that
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glows with a
flashlight, a
carpet bag that
spills out colorful
scarves, and a
“spoonful of
sugar” moment
where medicine
becomes bubble
tea can all be
done with
everyday props.

Sample
Scene
from a
Simplified
Kids’
Script
To give you a concrete
idea,  here  is  a  short
excerpt from a typical
Mary Poppins script
for  kids  adaptation.

Notice the short  lines,
descr ipt ive  s tage
d i r e c t i o n s ,  a n d
inclusive  language:
Scene  4:  The  Park
with Bert
(The  park.  JANE  and
MICHAEL are sitting on
a bench. BERT enters,
whistling.)
BERT:  Well,  well!  If  it
i s n ’ t  t h e  B a n k s
children. Where is your
nanny today?
JANE:  She  said  we
must  wait  here.  She
had an errand.
MICHAEL:  A  ve ry
important  errand.
Something  about  a
moving  sidewalk.
BERT:  (Laughs)  A
moving  sidewalk,  eh?
T h a t  s o u n d s  l i k e
s o m e t h i n g  M a r y
Poppins  would  dream
up. Say, do you want to
s e e  s o m e t h i n g
wonderful?
JANE:  What  kind  of
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wonderful?
BERT: The kind where
your  feet  leave  the
ground and your heart
takes  flight.  (He
gestures  upward.)
W a t c h  t h e  k i t e s ,
children. Just watch.
(The children look up.
Music  swells  softly.
MARY  POPPINS  enters
gracefully,  carrying  a
kite.)
MARY POPPINS:  One
must  be  careful  what
o n e  w i s h e s  f o r .
Sometimes,  the  wind
changes direction.  But
if  you  fly  with  a  bit  of
laughter, you will never
be lost.
This brief scene shows
how the original story’s
themes  (imagination,
trust,  and  joy)  are
preserved  while  the
d ia logue  remains
m a n a g e a b l e  f o r
elementary-age actors.

The
Benefits
of Using a
Children’s
Script for
Mary
Poppins
There  are  numerous
reasons why educators
and directors turn to a
Mary Poppins script
for  kids.  Beyond  the
o b v i o u s  j o y  o f
performing  a  beloved
story,  these  scripts
offer  tangible
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
benefits:

Builds
confidence:
Taking on a
character like
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Mary Poppins or
Bert allows
children to step
into a role that is
both iconic and
aspirational.
Memorizing lines
and performing
in front of an
audience boosts
self-esteem.
Encourages
teamwork: The
ensemble nature
of the
show—from the
dancing
penguins to the
chimney
sweeps—teaches
cooperation and
listening skills.
Supports
literacy:
Reading and
rehearsing a
script improves
reading
comprehension,
vocabulary, and
emotional
expression.

Fosters
creativity: Kids
can help design
costumes,
suggest props, or
choreograph
simple dances,
making the
production their
own.
Teaches life
lessons: The
story itself is
about finding the
extraordinary in
the ordinary, the
power of
kindness, and
the value of
family. These
themes resonate
deeply when
acted out.

Popular
Scenes to
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Include in
Your
Adaptatio

n
When  assembling  a
Mary Poppins script
for  k ids ,  ce r ta in
scenes  are  practically
non-negotiable.  These
iconic  moments  define
the  story  and  delight
audiences:

The Arrival of1.
Mary Poppins:
The wind
changes, the
clouds part, and
down comes
Mary Poppins.
Children love this
entrance—it sets
the tone for
magic.
The Room-Tidy2.
Scene: “A
Spoonful of

Sugar” is a
perfect ensemble
number. Kids can
mime cleaning
with exaggerated
joy.
Uncle Albert’s3.
Tea Party: The
scene where the
characters float
to the ceiling is a
highlight. It can
be staged with
laughter as the
propelling
force—and
children love to
laugh.
The Bank Run:4.
A short, dramatic
scene where Mr.
Banks faces the
consequences of
his rigidity. It
provides a
contrast to the
fun scenes and
helps the story
arc.
The Kite-Flying5.
Finale: The
entire cast can
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be on stage with
colorful kites,
celebrating the
Banks family’s
reunion and the
lessons learned.
A perfect
emotional and
visual climax.

Tips for
Directing
a Kids’
Productio
n of Mary
Poppins
Di rec t ing  a  Mary
Poppins  script  for
kids requires patience
and  creativity.  Here
are some practical tips
t o  m a k e  t h e
experience smooth and
joyful:

Keep rehearsal
short and
energetic:
Children have
limited attention
spans. Break
scenes into five-
minute blocks
and use games
to teach
blocking.
Use simple,
recognizable
costumes: Mary
Poppins’ black
dress, white
gloves, and red
carnation; Bert’s
tattered jacket
and cap; the
children’s school
uniforms.
Costume pieces
can be borrowed
or made from
thrift store finds.
Incorporate
audience
interaction:
Have Mary
Poppins look at
the audience and
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say, “You see?
Anyone can fly.”
Young audiences
love being
included.
Emphasize
expression
over
perfection:
Encourage kids
to use big
gestures and
clear emotions. It
is better to have
an energetic,
slightly messy
performance
than a stiff,
perfect one.
Create a
positive
atmosphere:
Use the theme of
“spoonful of
sugar”
literally—bring
treats to
rehearsal, give
stickers for hard
work, and always
end on a fun
note.

Where to
Find or
Create a
Script
If you are looking for a
ready-made  Mary
Poppins  script  for
k i d s ,  s e v e r a l
educational  publishers
offer  royalty-friendly
versions for school use.
Online  resources  such
as  teachers’  forums,
d rama  educa t i on
w e b s i t e s ,  a n d
community  theatre
b logs  o f ten  share
s a m p l e  s c r i p t s .
Alternatively,  you  can
w r i t e  y o u r  o w n
adaptation by following
the structure described
earlier. Remember that
the key is to stay true
to  the  original  story’s
heart while tailoring it
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for  young  performers.
The  magic  of  Mary
Poppins  is  not  in  the
exact  words  f rom
1964, but in the feeling
o f  w o n d e r  a n d
possibility  that  she
brings.

Conclusio
n
A  M a r y  P o p p i n s
script  for  kids  i s
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
reduced  version  of  a
classic  story.  It  is  a
bridge  that  connects
children to the joys of
theatre,  the  power  of
imagination,  and  the
timeless message that
“in every job that must
be  done,  there  is  an

element  of  fun.”  By
simplifying  dialogue,
f o c u s i n g  o n  c o r e
s c e n e s ,  a n d
e n c o u r a g i n g
collaboration,  such  a
script  gives  young
actors  the  chance  to
embody  characters
that  have  inspired
millions.  Whether  you
are  staging  a  school
play,  a  summer camp
production, or a family
read ing  n ight ,  an
adapted  Mary  Poppins
script  provides  the
perfect  framework  for
a  practically  perfect
p e r f o r m a n c e .  S o
gather  your  casting
carpet  bag,  find  your
spoonful of sugar, and
l e t  t h e  m a g i c
begin—onstage  and
off.


