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UNLOCKING THE LESSON 14
REVIEW: YOUR GUIDE TO VISTAS
LECCION 14 RECAPITULACION
ANSWERS

For  students  of  Spanish,  the  Vistas
textbook  has  long  been  a  trusted
companion  on  the  journey  to  fluency.
Each  lesson  bu i lds  on  the  last ,
introducing  new  vocabulary,  grammar

structures, and cultural insights. Lesson
14 is  a  particularly  rich chapter,  often
covering  essential  topics  such  as  the
preterite  tense  of  irregular  verbs,  the
imperfect  tense,  and  key  vocabulary
related to travel and daily life. However,
no  chapter  is  complete  without  a
thorough  review,  and  the  Vistas
Leccion 14 Recapitulacion Answers
are  the  key  to  mastering  that  review.
This  article  is  designed  to  help  you
understand not just the answers, but the
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concepts  behind  them,  so  you  can
solidify  your  Spanish  skills  and  move
forward with confidence.
Whether you are a high school student, a
college  language  learner,  or  someone
s t u d y i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  t h e
recapitulación  (recap)  section  is  your
best  tool  for  self-assessment.  It
synthesizes  the  key  points  from  the
entire unit. In this comprehensive guide,
we will  explore the typical structure of
Lesson 14, provide detailed explanations
for  common  exercises,  and  offer
strategies to use the Vistas Leccion 14
Recapitulacion  Answers  effectively.
Let's dive into the world of Spanish past
tenses, travel vocabulary, and more.

WHY THE RECAPITULACIÓN

MATTERS IN LANGUAGE
LEARNING

The recapitulación is more than just a list
of questions to answer. It is a diagnostic
tool  that  reveals  which  concepts  you
have truly internalized and which ones
need more practice. In the Vistas series,
Lesson  14  often  marks  a  shift  toward
more  complex  narrative  structures,
moving  beyond  simple  present  tense
descriptions into the nuanced world of
the past. By working through the recap
and checking your Vistas Leccion 14
Recapitulacion  Answers,  you  can
identify  gaps  in  your  understanding  of:

The preterite tense (including
irregular forms like ir, ser, dar,
hacer)
The imperfect tense (usage and
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conjugation)
The difference between preterite
and imperfect (a major challenge
for English speakers)
Vocabulary related to travel,
lodging, and transportation
Key expressions and idiomatic
phrases

Rather  than  simply  copying  answers
from  a  key,  use  them  as  a  learning
scaffold.  When  you  check  an  answer,
immediately ask yourself: Why is this the
correct form? What rule does it apply to?
This active recall technique dramatically
improves retention.

COMMON TOPICS COVERED IN
VISTAS LECCIÓN 14

Before  we  examine  specific  answers,  it

helps to have a clear map of what the
chapter  contains.  While  exact  content
may  vary  slightly  between  editions  of
Vistas (e.g., 4th, 5th, 6th edition), Lesson
14 typically focuses on the following:

Vocabulary:
Travel and
Lodging
In  this  section,  you  learn  words  and
phrases  like  el  aeropuerto  (airport),  el
billete  (ticket),  la  maleta  (suitcase),  el
hotel, la habitación (room), el pasaporte,
and  verbs  such  as  viajar  (to  travel),
reservar (to reserve), facturar (to check
in luggage). The recap often includes fill-
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in-the-blank  or  matching  exercises
where you must choose the correct word
based on context.

Grammar:
Preterite of
Common
Irregular Verbs
The preterite tense in Spanish has many
irregular  verbs.  Lesson  14  typically
introduces  or  reinforces  the  preterite
forms  of  ir  (fui,  fuiste,  fue,  fuimos,
fuisteis,  fueron)  and ser  (which shares
the same forms – context tells you which
verb is  being used).  Also common are

dar (di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron)
and hacer  (hice,  hiciste,  hizo,  hicimos,
hicisteis,  hicieron).  The  recapitulación
will likely have several conjugation drills
or  sentence  completions  using  these
verbs.

Grammar: The
Imperfect Tense
The  imperfect  is  used  for  ongoing  or
habitual actions in the past. Regular -ar
verbs form the imperfect  with endings
like -aba, -abas, -aba, -ábamos, -abais, -
aban. For -er and -ir verbs, endings are -
ía, -ías, -ía, -íamos, -íais, -ían. There are
only three irregular verbs: ser (era, eras,
era,  éramos,  erais,  eran),  ir  (iba,  ibas,
iba, íbamos, ibais, iban), and ver (veía,
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veías,  veía,  veíamos,  veíais,  veían).
Expect the recap to test your ability to
choose between preterite and imperfect.

Cultural Context
Often, the recapitulación includes short
reading passages or cultural notes about
travel  in  Spanish-speaking  countries,
such as the customs at hotels in Mexico
or the process of renting a car in Spain.
These  exerc i ses  bu i ld  read ing
comprehension  and  cultural  awareness
simultaneously.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY USE
VISTAS LECCION 14
RECAPITULACION ANSWERS

Having  the  official  answer  key  or  a
reliable  set  of  Vistas  Leccion  14

Recapitulacion  Answers  can  be  a
double-edged sword. If you simply read
the answers, you may trick yourself into
thinking  you  understand  the  material
when you don't. Instead, adopt a three-
step process:

Attempt first without help.1.
Complete the entire recapitulación
as if it were a test. Do not look at
any notes or the answer key. This
forces your brain to retrieve
information, which strengthens
memory.
Check your answers2.
systematically. For each
question, compare your response
to the correct answer. Mark the
ones you got wrong. Do not simply
change your answer; annotate why
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the correct answer is right. For
example, if you wrote “viajaba”
(imperfect) but the answer
requires “viajó” (preterite), note
that the action was completed at a
specific time: “El verano pasado
ellos viajaron a España.”
Drill your weak areas. Use the3.
sections where you made errors to
guide further practice. Create
flashcards for irregular preterite
verbs. Write your own sentences
contrasting preterite and
imperfect. Revisit the grammar
explanations in the Vistas
textbook.

By treating the answers  as  a  learning
tool rather than a cheat sheet, you will
achieve genuine mastery.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND
DETAILED EXPLANATIONS

To illustrate how to approach the recap,
here  are  a  few  typical  exercise  types
f rom  Lesson  14,  a long  wi th  the
reasoning  behind  the  correct  Vistas
Leccion 14 Recapitulacion Answers.

Exercise:
Completa la
frase con la
forma correcta
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del verbo en
pretérito.
Question: Ayer yo (ir) ______ al banco.
Correct answer: fui
Explanation: The verb ir is irregular in
the  preterite.  The  first  person  singular
form  is  fui.  The  time  indicator  ayer
(yesterday) signals a completed action in
the past, requiring the preterite.
Question:  El los  (hacer)  ______  la
reservación  la  semana  pasada.
Correct answer: hicieron
Explanation: Hacer changes its stem to
hic- in the preterite for all forms except
the  third  person  singular  (hizo).  Here,
the subject is ellos, so the correct ending

is -ieron.

Exercise: Escoge
la opción
correcta
(pretérito o
imperfecto).
Question: Cuando (era / fui) niño, (vivía /
viví) en una casa pequeña.
Correct answers: era and vivía
Explanation: The first blank describes a
state of being (“when I was a child”) – a
background  description,  so  imperfect
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(era).  The  second  blank  describes  a
habitual situation (“I used to live”), also
imperfect (vivía). This is a classic case of
setting the scene with imperfect.
Question:  La  semana  pasada  nosotros
(íbamos / fuimos) a la playa tres veces.
Correct answer: fuimos
Explanation:  Although  the  action
happened repeatedly (“three times”), it
is framed as a completed set of events
within  a  specific  past  time  frame  (la
semana pasada). In Spanish, completed
actions, even if repeated, often take the
preterite when the number of  times is
specified.

Exercise:
Vocabulario –
Empareja las
palabras con su
definición.
Match the word with its definition:

el mostrador – counter (in an
airport or hotel)
el equipaje – luggage
la llegada – arrival
la salida – departure
facturar – to check in (luggage)
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T h e s e  v o c a b u l a r y  i t e m s  a r e
straightforward, but the recap may ask
you  to  use  them in  a  sentence  or  to
select the correct word for a context. For
instance:  “Para  viajar,  primero  tienes
que _______ tu maleta.”  The answer is
facturar.

KEY DIFFERENCES: PRETERITE
VS. IMPERFECT – A DEEPER LOOK

Perhaps the most challenging aspect of
Lesson  14  is  mastering  the  distinction
between  the  preterite  and  imperfect
tenses.  The  Vistas  Leccion  14
Recapitulacion  Answers  will  often
require you to choose the correct tense
based on subtle cues. Here is a summary
of the rules that can help you make the
right choice every time:

Use Preterite
for: Use Imperfect for:

Completed
actions (“I ate
lunch”)

Ongoing actions (“I was
eating”)

Series of
events (“He
woke up,
showered, and
left”)

Background description
(“It was raining, the
streets were empty”)

Actions that
occurred at a
specific time
(“They arrived
at 3:00”)

Habitual or repeated
actions (“Every
summer they went to
the beach”)

Beginning or
end of an
action (“The
movie started
at 8”)

Time, age, weather,
mental/emotional
states (“It was 5:00,
she was 10 years old,
he felt tired”)

In the recapitulación, you will often see
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sentences with both tenses mixed. For
example:  “Mientras  (yo  leer)  ______  el
libro,  (sonar)  ______  el  teléfono.”  The
correct  answer:  leía  (imperfect  for  the
ongoing reading) and sonó (preterite for
the interrupting, completed phone ring).
Understanding this interplay is critical.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW

TO AVOID THEM

Even advanced learners slip  up.  When
reviewing  your  Vistas  Leccion  14
Recapitulacion  Answers,  watch  for
these  frequent  errors:

Confusing ser and ir in the
preterite:


