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UNLOCKING CIVIC LESSONS: A GUIDE TO GRACE FOR
PRESIDENT COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

In a world where leadership, fairness, and the democratic process
are more relevant than ever, introducing young readers to these
concepts through engaging literature is a powerful educational
tool. Grace for President, a beloved picture book by Kelly
DiPucchio and illustrated by LeUyen Pham, has become a
classroom staple. It tells the story of Grace Campbell, a young girl
who is shocked to discover there has never been a female
president of the United States. Motivated by this discovery, she
decides to run for president of her school. The narrative is a
masterful introduction to the electoral process, from primaries
and caucuses to the electoral college, all while exploring themes
of hard work, perseverance, and gender equality.

To help students fully absorb the layers of this story, educators
and parents often turn to Grace for President comprehension
questions. These questions go beyond simple recall; they
encourage critical thinking, text-to-world connections, and a
deeper understanding of both the mechanics of government and
the nuances of character. This guide provides a comprehensive
set of questions, categorized by skill level and purpose, to
maximize learning from this wonderful book.

WHY USE STRUCTURED COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
FOR GRACE FOR PRESIDENT?

Before diving into specific questions, it is important to understand
their purpose. Grace for President comprehension questions
are not just busywork. They serve as a bridge between the story
and the real world, helping children see themselves as potential
leaders.

Building Foundational
Reading Skills

At their core, these questions reinforce basic reading
comprehension. They ask students to identify key characters,
recall the sequence of events, and understand the central
conflict. This builds a solid foundation for more complex analysis.

Fostering Critical and
Analytical Thinking

The political themes in the book invite deeper thought. Why did
Grace decide to run? How did she handle setbacks? What made
Thomas, her opponent, a worthy competitor? Analyzing these
elements helps students understand nuance, perspective, and
the importance of a fair competition. Questions that ask students
to compare Grace and Thomas promote comparative analysis, a
skill crucial for academic success.

Connecting Literature to
Civics and Social Studies

One of the most significant strengths of this book is its accessible
explanation of the electoral college and the campaign process.
Combining the story with targeted questions allows educators to
teach a mini-lesson on elections. Students can discuss the
function of delegates, the importance of a speech, and the value
of a debate, turning a fictional story into a lesson in civic
engagement.

CATEGORIZED GRACE FOR PRESIDENT
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

To make the most of this resource, we have divided the questions
into three main categories: Literal, Inferential, and Evaluative.
This structure allows you to guide students from simple recall to
higher-order thinking.

Literal Comprehension
Questions (The "Right
There" Answers)

These questions are for checking basic understanding. The
answers are directly stated in the text, making them perfect for
younger readers or as a warm-up activity.

* Where did Grace first get the idea that there has
never been a female president? (Answer: She was
looking at a wall of presidential portraits at her school.)

e What is the name of the boy who runs against
Grace? (Answer: Thomas Cobb.)

* What special job does Principal Mitchell assign to
the two candidates? (Answer: He tasks them with
meeting with the delegates from each state.)

* How does Grace win delegates from states like
California and Texas? (Answer: She listens to their
concerns, such as drought in California and the need for
new computers in Texas, and promises to help.)

e What is the final vote count between Grace and
Thomas? (Answer: It comes down to a tie, forcing the
deciding vote to come from the smallest state, which Grace
wins.)

Inferential Comprehension
Questions (Reading
Between the Lines)

Inferential questions require students to use clues from the text
combined with their own background knowledge to form
conclusions. They are excellent for developing deeper reading
skills. These Grace for President comprehension questions
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encourage students to become detectives.

e Why do you think Grace felt so strongly about
running for president after seeing the portraits?
(Inference: She likely felt a sense of injustice and realized
she, as a girl, was not represented. She wanted to make
history and be a part of that group.)

e Why did Thomas win the male vote so easily at the
beginning? (Inference: The story suggests some students
voted for Thomas simply because he was a boy, showing
early gender bias. Thomas also relied on popularity and
sports analogies.)

* What does Grace’s mother mean when she says,
“You can’t just talk about what you want, you have
to show people why you care”? (Inference: She means
that good leaders must demonstrate empathy and action.
Words are not enough; you have to prove your dedication
through deeds.)

e Why do you think the author included the detail
about Thomas being a good sport at the end?
(Inference: To show that a good election is not about
winning or losing, but about competing honorably. It
teaches that opponents can be friends and that democracy
works best when everyone respects the process.)

Evaluative and Opinion-
Based Questions (Critical
Judgment)

These questions ask students to make a judgment, form an
opinion, and back it up with evidence. They often have no single
“correct” answer, which makes them great for classroom
discussion. Using Grace for President comprehension
questions in this category sparks rich conversation.

e Who do you think would have made a better
president: Grace or Thomas? Why? (Expected
reasoning: Students might argue for Grace because she
listened to specific problems, or for Thomas because he
was very organized and popular.)

* Do you think the electoral college system used in the
book is fair? Why or why not? (Discussion point:
Students can debate whether the “winner-take-all” system
of delegates is fair to all voters.)

e Was it fair that the male students voted for Thomas
just because he was a boy? (Ethical reasoning: This
opens a discussion about stereotypes, prejudice, and voting
based on merit.)

e What is the most important quality a leader should
have, based on Grace’s example? (Possible answers:
Determination, empathy, listening skills, or kindness.)

USING QUESTIONS FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS

The versatility of Grace for President comprehension
questions is that they can be adapted for different grade levels,
typically Kindergarten through 3rd grade.

For Early Readers (K-1)

Focus on the literal questions and visual cues. Ask students to
look at the illustrations. Who is smiling? Who looks worried? What
is Grace wearing when she gives her speech? Keep the questions

short and direct.

Sample Grace for President comprehension questions for
K-1:

e What color is Grace’s campaign shirt? (Yellow)
e How many states are represented on the map in the story?
e Who helped Grace with her speech? (Her dad)

For Intermediate Readers
(2-3)

Introduce the inferential and evaluative questions. Encourage
students to write a sentence or two to explain their reasoning.
This is where the civics lessons become strong. Discuss the
specific states and their “needs” (e.g., Florida needs oranges,
Wyoming needs cows).

Sample Grace for President comprehension questions for
grades 2-3:

e How did Grace’s strategy differ from Thomas’s? Who had a
better strategy?

* |f you were a delegate from Kansas, who would you vote for
and why?

e What does the ending of the book teach us about
perseverance?

BEYOND THE BOOK: EXTENDING THE LESSON

Once you have completed your discussion of Grace for
President comprehension questions, consider extending the
lesson to make it even more impactful.

Host a Classroom Election

The most natural extension is to hold your own election. Use the
book as a model. Have students create platforms, give speeches,
and vote. Use the questions from the book to reflect on the
process afterwards. Did everyone vote fairly? How did it feel to
lose or win?

Explore Other Biographies
of Female Leaders

Pair this book with non-fiction titles about women who ran for
president, such as Hillary Clinton or Shirley Chisholm. Compare
the real-life challenges with those faced by Grace. This
connection between fiction and reality deepens the impact of the
Grace for President comprehension questions regarding
gender equality.

Write a Letter to a Delegate

In the book, Grace and Thomas have to listen to state delegates.
Ask your students to imagine they are a delegate from their own
state. What is the most important issue for your state? Write a
letter to Grace or Thomas explaining what your state needs and
why they should earn your vote.

CREATING A COMPLETE LESSON PLAN WITH GRACE
FOR PRESIDENT

To effectively integrate these questions, structure your lesson in
three parts: Before, During, and After reading. This ensures
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students are engaged with the material holistically.

Before Reading Hook

Start by asking a broad question like, “What makes a good
leader?” or “Do you think it is harder for a girl or a boy to become
president today?” This activates prior knowledge and prepares
students for the themes of the book.

During Reading Check-Ins

Pause after key events, such as the revelation of the presidential
portraits or the first meeting of the students. Ask a quick literal
question to ensure everyone is following the plot. For example,
“Who was the first person to announce their candidacy?”

After Reading Reflection

This is where the majority of the Grace for President
comprehension questions come into play. Use a mix of the

literal, inferential, and evaluative categories. You can use a
question wheel, a worksheet, or a group discussion. End with a
reflective writing prompt: “If you were to run for president of your
school tomorrow, what would be your slogan and why?”

CONCLUSION

Grace for President is more than just a story about a girl
running for office; it is a powerful primer on democracy, fairness,
and self-belief. The most effective way to unlock its full potential
is through thoughtful, engaging discussion. Carefully crafted
Grace for President comprehension questions help
transform passive reading into active learning, equipping young
students with the critical thinking skills necessary to understand
leadership and civic duty. By exploring literal details, inferring
character motivations, and forming personal opinions about the
election, children learn that their voice matters—both in a story
and in the real world. Whether you are a teacher looking for a
robust lesson plan or a parent seeking a meaningful conversation
with your child, using these guided questions will turn story time
into a valuable lesson in citizenship and ambition.



