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INTRODUCTION:
THE DARK MAGIC
OF GREENDALE

Before  she  became  a
global  sensation  on
Netflix,  Sabrina
Spellman  was  casting
spells and making dark
pacts  on  the  printed
page.  The  Chilling
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina Comic  is not
your  average  teenage
witch  story.  I t  is  a
masterful  blend  of
horror,  satanic  panic,
and teenage angst that
reimagines the beloved
Archie  character  in  a
terrifying  new  light.
Created  by  wr i ter

Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa
and artist Robert Hack,
this series launched in
2014 under the Archie
Horror imprint. It strips
away the campy charm
of the 1990s television
show  and  replaces  it
with  a  gothic,  occult-
infused nightmare that
draws  heavily  from
classic horror films and
EC Comics. For fans of
da rk  f an tasy  and
supernatural  horror,
th i s  comic  se r i es
stands  as  a  landmark
a c h i e v e m e n t  i n
m o d e r n  h o r r o r
storytelling,  offering  a
rich,  complex  world
that  rewards  careful
read ing  and  deep
analysis.
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THE ORIGINS OF A
DARK
REIMAGINING

T h e  C h i l l i n g
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina  Comic  was
born  out  of  a  larger
initiative  by  Archie
Comics to revitalize its
classic characters with
darker,  more  mature
storylines.  Following
the  success  of  the
horror  series  Afterlife
with  Archie ,  which
turned Riverdale into a
zombie  apocalypse,
Aguirre-Sacasa  turned
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o
Sabrina. The result was
a  ser ies  that  pa id
homage to the classic
horror  films  of  the
1960s  and  1970s ,
including  Rosemary's
Baby, The Exorcist, and
the  works  of  Hammer
F i lm  Product ions .
Robert Hack's art style,
with  its  muted  colors,
heavy  shadows,  and

vintage textures, gave
the  comic  a  timeless,
eerie quality that set it
apart from mainstream
superhero  books.  The
comic  fee ls  l i ke  a
dusty,  forgotten  tome
pulled  from  a  cursed
library  shelf,  and  that
aesthetic is a huge part
of its charm.

The Shift
from
Comedy
to Cosmic
Horror
Unlike  the  cheerful,
often silly depiction of
Sabrina  in  previous
decades,  the  Chilling
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina Comic  treats
witchcraft  with  deadly
seriousness. Magic has
a cost, and every spell
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cast  by  the  young
witch pulls her deeper
into a web of demonic
politics, family secrets,
and  existential  dread.
The comic explores the
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n
Sabrina's  mortal  half
and her witch heritage.
Her  desire  to  l ive  a
normal  life  with  her
boyf r iend  Harvey
Kinkle  is  constantly
threatened  by  her
aunts Hilda and Zelda,
who  serve  the  Dark
Lord.  This  internal
conflict  is  the  driving
force of  the narrative,
mak ing  Sabr ina  a
tragic,  sympathetic
figure  caught  between
two  worlds.

A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE CHARACTERS

One  of  the  greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e
Chilling  Adventures
Of  Sabrina Comic  is
i t s  r i ch  character
development.  Every

character,  from  the
main cast to the minor
players,  feels  fully
realized and integral to
the story.

Sabrina
Spellman: She
is not a passive
victim of her
circumstances.
She is intelligent,
curious, and
fiercely
independent.
However, her
pride and desire
for power often
lead her to make
morally
questionable
choices. She is a
classic tragic
hero, and her
journey is one of
repeated falls
from grace.
Madam Satan:
Also known as
Miss Wardwell,
she is one of the
most compelling
villains in
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modern comics.
She is
manipulative,
seductive, and
patient. Her goal
is not just to
corrupt Sabrina
but to use her as
a pawn in a
larger war
against Heaven
and Hell. Her
backstory is
genuinely tragic,
adding layers of
complexity to her
evil deeds.
Aunts Hilda
and Zelda:
These two are far
more than comic
relief. Zelda is a
devout follower
of the Dark Lord,
cold and
calculating. Hilda
is warmer but
still capable of
terrifying cruelty.
Their dynamic is
fascinating, as
they constantly

bicker over the
best way to raise
Sabrina while
remaining loyal
to Satan.
Harvey Kinkle:
Harvey is the
sweet, innocent
boyfriend who
represents the
mortal world
Sabrina longs to
hold onto. He is
often blissfully
unaware of the
horrors
surrounding him,
which makes his
eventual
confrontation
with the occult
all the more
devastating.

The
Villains of
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the Piece
T h e  C h i l l i n g
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina  Comic  i s
p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  a
rogues '  ga l lery  of
demonic  entities  and
twisted  humans.  The
Dark Lord himself is a
looming  presence,
rarely seen but always
f e l t .  T h e  W e i r d
S i s te r s—Prudence ,
A g a t h a ,  a n d
Dorcas—are  not  just
high  school  bullies;
they  a re  ru th less
witches  who  enjoy
caus ing  pa in .  The
comic  also  introduces
classic  horror  figures
like  the  Cthulhu-like
e n t i t y ,  t h e
Unforgivable,  as  well
as Father Blackwood, a
hypocritical and power-
hungry warlock who is
p e r h a p s  m o r e
dangerous  than  any
literal  demon.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
MORE THAN JUST
SCARES

Beneath  its  terrifying
surface,  the  Chilling
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina  Comic  deals
with  heavy,  relevant
themes.  It  is  a  story
a b o u t  f e m a l e
empowerment,  but
wi th  a  dark  tw is t .
Sabrina's  struggle  for
autonomy  is  genuine,
but the paths to power
offered  to  her  are  all
corrupting.  The  comic
a s k s  a  c h i l l i n g
question:  How  much
of your soul are you
willing  to  sacrifice
for control over your
own life?  This  theme
resonates  deeply  in  a
modern context, where
t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o
succeed and the allure
of  shortcuts  are  ever-
present.
T h e  s e r i e s  a l s o
explores  rel igious
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trauma,  the  fear  of
losing one's humanity,
and the nature of evil.
Aguirre-Sacasa  does
not shy away from the
satanic  imagery,  but
h e  u s e s  i t  a s  a
metapho r  f o r  t he
corrupting  influence  of
absolute  power.  The
r i tua ls ,  the  b lood
magic,  and  the  pacts
are  not  just  shock
value;  they  are  the
grammar  of  a  world
where  mora l i ty  i s
inverted and the devil's
ba rga in  i s  a  rea l ,
everyday  threat.

ART AND
ATMOSPHERE: THE
VISUAL HORROR

Robert  Hack's  artwork
i s  t h e  p e r f e c t
companion to  Aguirre-
Sacasa's  writing.  The
Chilling  Adventures
Of Sabrina Comic has
a  distinctive  visual
style  that  mimics  the
look of aged, yellowed

paper.  The panels  are
often  claustrophobic,
w i th  heavy  use  o f
shadows  and  close-
u p s .  H a c k  u s e s  a
limited  color  palette
dominated  by  muddy
browns,  pale  greens,
and  cr imson  reds,
which  g ives  every
scene  an  oppressive,
sickly  feel.  He  also
incorporates  photo-
collage  and  textural
effects  that  make  the
c o m i c  l o o k  l i k e  a
scrapbook  assembled
by  a  madman.  The
lettering  is  large  and
d r a m a t i c ,  o f t e n
breaking  out  of  the
panels  to  emphasize
screams  and  eerie
sound  effects.  This
sensory  over load
effectively  mirrors
S a b r i n a ' s  o w n
disintegrating  mental
state.
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Iconic
Horror

Homages
Fans  of  classic  horror
cinema  will  delight  in
spotting the numerous
references  scattered
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
Chilling  Adventures
Of  Sabrina  Comic.
The  cover  art  often
directly  mimics classic
horror  movie  posters.
Inside  the  pages,  you
will  find  visual  nods  to
Rosemary's  Baby  (the
iconic split-screen shot
of  Sabrina  and  the
Dark  Lord),  Carr ie
(Sabrina  drenched  in
b l o o d ) ,  a n d  T h e
Shining  (the  hedge
maze). These homages
a r e  n o t  m e r e
plagiarism; they are a
respectful  dialogue
with the horror genre,
placing  Sabrina  within

a  l ineage  of  tragic
horror  heroines.

THE CONNECTION
TO THE NETFLIX
SERIES

I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
discuss  the  Chilling
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
S a b r i n a  C o m i c
without acknowledging
its  massive  influence
on  the  Netflix
adaptation,  Chilling
Adventures of Sabrina.
While the show shares
t h e  s a m e  b a s i c
premise  and  many  of
the same story beats,
the  two  are  distinct
entities.  The  Netflix
series  expanded  the
cas t ,  aged  up  the
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
introduced  a  more
serialized,  teen-drama
format.  The comic,  on
the  other  hand,  is
much darker and more
condensed.  The  show
drew heavily from the
comic's  aesthetic  and
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major plot points, such
as  the  "Preternatural"
talent competition and
t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e
Antichrist  storyline.
However,  the  comic
remains  a  far  more
nihilistic  and  brutal
experience. Fans of the
show  will  find  the
comic  to  be  a  much
b leaker  and  more
terrifying version of the
same world.

Key
Differenc
es
Between
Comic
and Show

Tone: The comic
is grim and
unrelenting, with

very little humor.
The show
balances horror
with lighter,
soap-opera
elements.
Pacing: The
comic is fast-
paced and tight,
with each issue
packed with
major events.
The show is
slower, allowing
for more
character
development and
subplots.
Violence: The
comic is
significantly
more graphic
and disturbing.
There are scenes
of ritual sacrifice,
body horror, and
psychological
torture that were
too intense for
the TV
adaptation.
Ending: The
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comic's narrative
is more finite and
tragic in its
conclusion
compared to the
show's more
open-ended
finale.

WHY IT REMAINS A
MUST-READ

Even  years  after  its
init ial  release,  the
Chilling  Adventures
Of  Sabrina  Comic
continues  to  attract
new readers. Its status
as  a  modern  horror
c l a s s i c  i s  w e l l -
deserved.  The  comic
offers a complete,  self-
contained story that is
both  intellectually
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d
viscerally frightening. It
is a perfect example of
how to revitalize an old
property by respecting
i t s  r o o t s  w h i l e
fearlessly  pushing  it
i n t o  n e w ,  d a r k e r
territory. For those who

love horror as a genre,
t h i s  c o m i c  i s  a
essential  piece  of  the
c a n o n .  I t  s t a n d s
alongside  works  like
Preacher  and  Hellboy
as proof that the comic
book  med ium  can
produce  horror  that
rivals  the  best  films
and  novels.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING LEGACY
OF THE TEENAGE
WITCH

T h e  C h i l l i n g
A d v e n t u r e s  O f
Sabrina Comic  is  far
more  than  a  simple
horror  story.  It  is  a
meticulously  crafted
work  of  art  that  uses
the  language  of  the
occu l t  t o  exp lo re
universal  themes  of
identity,  power,  and
sacrifice.  Roberto
Aguirre-Sacasa  and
Robert Hack created a
world  that  feels  both
historically  grounded
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a n d  t e r r i f y i n g l y
i m m e d i a t e .  T h e
c o m i c ' s  b l e n d  o f
psychological  horror,
gothic  atmosphere,
and  tragic  character
arcs  ensures  its  place
in  the  pantheon  of
great horror literature.
Whether  you  are  a
longtime fan of Sabrina
S p e l l m a n  o r  a
newcomer looking for a
genuinely  unsettling

read, this comic series
d e l i v e r s  a n
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
experience. It is a dark
mirror  reflecting  our
o w n  f e a r s  a b o u t
growing  up,  making
choices, and the price
of  power.  In  the  end,
the  mos t  ch i l l i ng
adventure  is  the  one
that  asks  us  what  we
are  willing  to  lose  to
get what we want.


