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THE ORIGINS OF A
CLASSIC:
UNVEILING
BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST THE
ORIGINAL STORY

Few  fairy  tales  have
captured  the  human
imagination  quite  like
t h e  e n c h a n t i n g
narrative  of  a  young
woman  and  a  cursed
prince. While many are
fam i l i a r  w i t h  t he
b e l o v e d  D i s n e y
animated  adaptation,
the  true  depth  and
literary  richness  of

Beauty  And  The
Beast  The  Original
Story  offer  a  far  more
profound and complex
experience. Written by
F r e n c h  n o v e l i s t
G a b r i e l l e - S u z a n n e
Barbot de Villeneuve in
1740, this original tale
is not merely a simple
r o m a n c e  b u t  a
sprawling  narrative
filled  with  intricate
backstories,  magical
lore,  and  t imeless
m o r a l  l e s s o n s .
Understanding  the
original  story  allows
readers  to  appreciate
the  evolution  of  this
cultural  touchstone
and  discover  why  its
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t h e m e s  o f  i n n e r
beauty,  sacrifice,  and
redemption  remain  so
powerfully  relevant
today.
The  original  novel  is
significantly longer and
more detailed than its
later  adaptations.  It
was  publ ished  in  a
collection  titled  La
Jeune Américaine et les
Contes  Marins  (The
Young  American  and
the Sea Tales), where a
governess  tells  stories
to  a  young passenger
on a ship. The tale of
the  Beas t  and  h i s
eventua l  l ove  fo r
B e a u t y  w a s  t h e
centerpiece,  yet  its
complexities were later
simplified  for  broader
audiences.  The  most
f amous  ab r i dged
version,  written  by
Jeanne-Marie  Leprince
de Beaumont in 1756,
is  the  one  that  most
m o d e r n  r e a d e r s
recognize,  but  even

that  version  trimmed
away  subs tant ia l
portions of Villeneuve's
original vision.

THE AUTHOR AND
HISTORICAL
CONTEXT:
GABRIELLE-
SUZANNE BARBOT
DE VILLENEUVE

To fully grasp Beauty
And  The  Beast  The
Original  Story,  it  is
essential to understand
its  author.  Villeneuve
was  a  novel ist  and
playwright who worked
within  the  précieuses
literary  tradition  of
17th and 18th century
France. This movement
emphasized  refined
language,  elegant
storytelling,  and  the
exploration of love and
m o r a l i t y  w i t h i n
aristocratic  settings.
Villeneuve's  version
was  wr i t ten  for  an
adult  audience,  rich
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with salon-style wit and
elaborate subplots.
Her  story  emerged
during  a  period  when
fairy  tales  were  used
as  vehicles  for  social
commentary.  Unlike
the  simple  folklore
passed  down  through
oral  tradition,  literary
fairy tales like this one
were  cra f ted  wi th
d e l i b e r a t e
philosophical  intent.
V i l l e n e u v e  w o v e
themes  of  arranged
m a r r i a g e ,  t h e
objectification  of
w o m e n ,  a n d  t h e
superficiality  of  high
s o c i e t y  i n t o  h e r
narrative. The Beast, in
her telling, is not just a
monster but a symbol
of  how society  judges
w o r t h  b a s e d  o n
appearance. This depth
i s  p rec i se ly  what
makes  Beauty  And
T h e  B e a s t  T h e
Original Story a work
of  enduring  literary

significance.

Key
Differenc
es from
the
Disney
Version
Before  diving  into  the
plot,  it  is  helpful  to
highlight  the  stark
differences  between
Villeneuve's  original
a n d  t h e  m o d e r n
animated  classic.  The
original  tale  contains
comp lex  mag i ca l
systems,  additional
characters,  and  a  far
m o r e  a m b i g u o u s
Beast.  The  enchanted
castle  is  not  filled  with
singing  household
items but with invisible
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servants  and  fairies.
Belle (named Beauty in
the  original)  is  not  a
bookish  inventor's
daughter from a small
v i l l a g e  b u t  t h e
daughter of  a wealthy
merchant who loses his
fortune.  The  Beast,
furthermore,  is  not  a
gentle,  misunderstood
prince but a genuinely
intimidating  and  often
angry  creature  who
must  learn  to  control
his temper.

THE FULL
NARRATIVE OF
BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST THE
ORIGINAL STORY

The  narrative  begins
not  with  a  prince's
transformation but with
a successful  merchant
who loses his ships and
his wealth. He and his
s i x  s o n s  a n d  s i x
daughters are forced to
move  to  a  modest
country house. Beauty,

the youngest daughter,
is  kind,  virtuous,  and
selfless.  Her  sisters,
however,  are  vain,
selfish, and resentful of
their change in fortune.
They mock Beauty for
reading books and for
her lack of bitterness.

The
Fateful
Rose
One day, the merchant
hears  that  one  of  his
lost  ships  has  been
found.  He prepares to
travel  to  the  port  to
reclaim his fortune. His
o l d e r  d a u g h t e r s
demand  expensive
gifts:  dresses,  jewels,
and  fineries.  Beauty
asks  only  for  a  single
rose,  as  roses  do  not
g r o w  i n  t h e
countrys ide .  Th is
simple request sets the
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ent i re  t ragedy  in
mot ion .  When  the
merchant arrives at the
port,  he  discovers  his
ship's  cargo has  been
seized to pay his debts.
H e  r e t u r n s  h o m e
penniless  and  lost,
caught  in  a  terrible
storm.
Seeking  shelter,  he
s t u m b l e s  u p o n  a
magnificent castle. The
castle  is  empty  but
magical ly  appears
inhabited.  A  feast  is
laid out for him, and a
warm  fire  burns  in  the
hearth.  He  eats  and
sleeps, grateful for the
hospitality.  The  next
morning,  he  sees  a
beautiful  rose  garden
a n d  r e m e m b e r s
Beauty's  request.  He
picks  a  single  rose.
Instantly,  a  terrible
Beast appears, roaring
in  fury .  The  Beast
dec la res  tha t  f o r
s tea l ing  h i s  most
prized  possession,  the

merchant  must  die.
However,  the  Beast
offers  a  deal:  the
merchant  can  return
home,  but  he  must
s e n d  o n e  o f  h i s
daughters  to  take  his
place. The Beast gives
the  merchant  a  horse
and a chest of gold and
sends him on his way.

Beauty's
Sacrifice
When  the  merchant
returns,  his  daughters
are  horrified.  Beauty,
however,  insists  on
honoring  her  father's
promise. She travels to
the Beast's castle, not
with  fear  but  with  a
sense of duty. This is a
crucia l  moment  in
Beauty  And  The
Beast  The  Original
S t o r y .  B e a u t y ' s
decision is not born of
romantic  love  but  of
filial  piety  and  moral
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integr i ty .  She  is  a
heroine  defined  by  her
v i r tue ,  not  by  her
dreams of a handsome
prince.
Upon  her  arrival,  the
Beast  is  gruff  and
intimidating.  He  gives
her luxurious rooms, a
library  full  of  books,
and  a  magic  mirror
that allows her to see
her  fami ly .  Every
evening, he asks her to
dine with him and then
proposes  the  same
question:  "Will  you
marry  me?"  Beauty
refuses  every  time.
She is repulsed by his
appearance  and  his
blunt manner. Yet, she
also begins to see his
g e n t l e n e s s ,  h i s
s a d n e s s ,  a n d  h i s
kindness.  The  Beast,
for his part, is deeply in
love  with  Beauty  and
tries  desperately  to
please  her.

The
Invisible
Servants
and the
Dream
Prince
A  unique  element  of
Villeneuve's  version  is
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
invisible servants and a
recur r ing  d ream.
Beauty  dreams  of  a
handsome  prince  who
tells her that the Beast
is not what he seems.
She  is  torn  between
her  revulsion  for  the
B e a s t  a n d  h e r
fascination  with  the
prince  in  her  dreams.
The invisible  servants,
presumably  fairies  or
enchanted beings, care
for her and sing to her,
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c r e a t i n g  a n
a t m o s p h e r e  o f
haunting  beauty  and
mystery.
T h e  s t o r y  a l s o
i n t r o d u c e s  t h e
character of a powerful
fairy who explains the
c u r s e  a n d  i t s
intricacies.  This  fairy
reveals that the Beast
was not just any prince
but  a  man  who  was
cursed at his birth by a
wicked fairy. The curse
was complex: he would
be  a  beas t  un t i l  a
beautiful woman fell in
love  with  him  despite
his  appearance.  This
magical backstory was
l a t e r  h e a v i l y
condensed but remains
central to the original's
richness.

The

Temptati
on of the
Family
Beauty ' s  s i s te rs ,
meanwhile, are jealous
o f  h e r  a p p a r e n t
happiness. They devise
a  cruel  scheme.  They
persuade  her  to  stay
with them for a week,
pretending  that  their
father is dying. Beauty
uses the magic mirror
to see her family, and
when  she  sees  her
father  weeping,  she
convinces the Beast to
let her visit. He agrees,
heartbroken,  and  tells
her that if she does not
return  within  a  week,
he will die of sorrow.
At  home,  Beauty  is
overwhelmed with joy.
Her  sisters,  however,
fake  their  own  illness
and  beg  her  to  stay
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longer.  They hope the
Beast  wi l l  become
angry and devour her.
Beauty  stays,  and  on
the tenth day, she has
a dream. She sees the
Beast lying dead in the
garden,  dying  of  a
broken  heart.  Horrified
and suddenly realizing
the  depth  of  her  own
feelings,  she uses  the
magic  ring  the  Beast
gave  her  to  return
instantly to the castle.

THE CLIMAX: LOVE
TRANSFORMS

Beauty  finds  the  Beast
lying  motionless  near
the  rose  garden.  She
throws  herself  upon
him,  weeping.  She
declares that she loves
him and that  she  will
marry him. This is the
t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n
Beauty  And  The
Beast  The  Original
Story.  Unlike  modern
retellings,  Beauty's
love  is  not  immediate

but  a  slow awakening
to  the  Beast's  inner
nobility. She loves him
not despite his ugliness
but  because  of  his
goodness.
As  she  confesses  her
love,  a  blinding  light
fills  the  garden.  The
Beast  transforms  into
the  handsome  prince
from her  dreams.  The
wicked fairy's  curse is
broken.  However ,
Villeneuve's story does
not  end  here .  The
prince explains  that  a
good fairy has placed a
c o n d i t i o n  o n  t h e
transformation: Beauty
must  agree  to  marry
him  freely.  This  is  a
crucial point of agency.
Beauty  is  not  simply
r e w a r d e d  w i t h  a
handsome  prince;  she
chooses  him  because
of who he has proven
himself to be.
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The
Extended
Fairy Tale

Lore
Villeneuve then reveals
an entire backstory for
both  Beauty  and  the
Beast. It turns out that
Beauty  is  not  a  mere
merchant's  daughter.
She  is  the  child  of  a
king and a good fairy,
but  she  was  switched
at birth and hidden to
protect  her  from  a
wicked  fa i ry .  The
Beast 's  mother ,  a
queen, was also under
a  spell.  This  complex
l i n e a g e  s e r v e s  a
specific  purpose  in  the
original:  it  reinforces
the idea that Beauty is
naturally  noble  and
worthy  of  a  prince.
While  modern  readers

might  find  these
r e v e l a t i o n s
unnecessary,  they
were  essential  to  the
18th-century  literary
tradition  of  ensuring
that the heroine was of
royal birth.

THEMES AND
SYMBOLISM IN THE
ORIGINAL VERSION

The enduring power of
Beauty  And  The
Beast  The  Original
Story  lies  in  its  rich
thematic  landscape.
The  tale  explores  the
nature of true love as a
force that sees beyond
the  physical.  Beauty's
j o u r n e y  i s  o n e  o f
learning  to  trust  her
intuition  and  to  value
c h a r a c t e r  o v e r
a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e
Beast's  journey is  one
of redemption through
patience  and  genuine
kindness.
Symbolism abounds in
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the original text:

The Rose: More
than just a
flower, the rose
represents
beauty, fragility,
and the implicit
contract between
the merchant
and the Beast. It
is the object that
triggers the
conflict and the
symbol of
Beauty's request.
The Castle: The
enchanted castle
represents
isolation, inner
turmoil, and the
hidden potential
for beauty and
love. It is both a
prison and a
sanctuary.
The Invisible
Servants: They
represent the
unseen forces of
magic and fate
that guide the
narrative, as well

as the moral
order of the fairy
world.
The Number
Seven: The one-
week deadline,
the seven days
of Beauty's stay,
and the seven
years of the
curse all carry
symbolic weight
regarding
completion and
trial.

The Moral
Lessons
The  original  story  is
heavily  didactic.  It
teaches  that:

Inner beauty1.
matters more
than outer
appearance.
This is the most
obvious lesson,
but the original
emphasizes that
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ugliness can be a
test of virtue.
Gratitude and2.
kindness are
noble traits.
Unlike her
sisters, Beauty is
grateful for what
she has and kind
to everyone.
Love cannot be3.
forced or
rushed. The
Beast's patient
waiting and
Beauty's slow
awakening are
vital to the
narrative's
message about
organic, true
love.
Sacrifice is a4.
form of love.
Beauty's
willingness to
trade places with
her father is the
act that sets the
story's moral
foundation.

THE LEGACY OF
VILLENEUVE'S
TALE

While  Jeanne-Marie
L e p r i n c e  d e
Beaumont ' s  1756
abridgment  became
the  standard  version
f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d
families,  Villeneuve's
original text remains a
treasure  for  scholars
and enthusiasts of fairy
t a l e  h i s t o r y .  T h e
modern  resurgence  of
interest  in  Beauty
And  The  Beast  The
O r i g i n a l  S t o r y
reflects  a  broader
cu l tura l  des i re  to
revisit the roots of our
classic  narratives.
Readers  today  are
drawn to the original's
complexity,  its  darker
tones,  and  its  more
mature  exploration  of
love and identity.
The  story  has  been
adapted into countless
films,  television  shows,
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ballets,  and  operas.
Each  adaptation  takes
creative  liberties,  but
the  core  emotional
truth  of  the  original
remains .  The  ta le
endures  because  it
speaks  to  a  universal
human  longing:  the
desire to be loved for
who we truly are, and
the courage it takes to
see the true beauty in
another.

A DEEPER LOOK AT
BEAUTY'S
CHARACTER

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
the original story is the
depth  of  Beauty 's
character. She is not a
pass i ve  p r i ncess
waiting  to  be  saved.
She is an active agent
of her own destiny. She
negotiates  with  the
Beast,  she  demands
time, and she makes a
conscious  choice  to

love. Her intelligence is
highlighted by her love
of  read ing ,  wh ich
provides her with a rich
inner life that sustains
her through her trials.
Beauty's  sisters  serve
as  foils  to  her  virtue.
They  represent  the
sha l low  va lues  o f
society:  greed,  vanity,
a n d  e n v y .  T h e i r
eventual punishment in
the  original  is  severe.
The  good  fairy  turns
them  into  statues  at
the  entrance  of  the
c a s t l e ,  f o r c e d  t o
w i tness  Beauty ' s
happiness,  a  stark
w a r n i n g  a g a i n s t
j e a l o u s y  a n d
unkindness.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THE ORIGINAL
STORY STILL
MATTERS

Beauty  And  The
Beast  The  Original
Story  remains  a


