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INTRODUCTION

If you have ever been swept away by a
Nicholas Sparks novel, you know that the
setting is as much a character as the
star-crossed lovers themselves. From
sprawling historic porches to quiet
beaches where waves echo unspoken
confessions, the places in these stories
are never incidental. The keyword
Nicholas Sparks Books Locations
opens a door to a world where fiction

and reality blend seamlessly. For
decades, readers have longed to walk
the same streets, sit on the same park
benches, and gaze at the same sunsets
that Grace, Landon, and John saw. This
article is your guide to those very
locations—real towns and cities that
inspired the heartbreak and hope in
Sparks’ most beloved works. Whether
you are a devoted fan planning a
pilgrimage or a curious traveler looking
for a romantic escape, understanding
these places will deepen your
appreciation for his storytelling.


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

Sparks, a North Carolina native, has
famously set nearly all of his novels in
his home state. The coastal and small-
town atmospheres of North Carolina
provide the perfect backdrop for tales of
enduring love and personal
transformation. This focus on a single
geographic region has made it possible
for fans to trace the arc of his stories
across a map, discovering how the
landscape shapes the narratives. In this
article, we will explore the key real-world
settings behind the books, the additional
filming locations used in  movie
adaptations, and how you can
experience these places for yourself.
Each location not only grounds the story
in authenticity but also invites you to
step into the emotional core of the
novel.

THE REAL-LIFE TOWNS BEHIND
THE STORIES

Nicholas Sparks has a gift for turning
ordinary towns into enchanted places.
Many of his novels are set in fictional
towns that are thinly veiled versions of
actual North Carolina communities.
Others use real city names but take
creative liberties. Below is a breakdown
of the most prominent books and the
locations that inspired them, all of which
are part of the evocative tapestry of
Nicholas Sparks Books Locations.

The Notebook -
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New Bern, North
Carolina

Perhaps the most famous of all Sparks
novels, The Notebook is set in and
around the historic town of New Bern. In
the book, Noah and Allie’s summer
romance unfolds in a charming coastal
community that readers instantly
recognize as New Bern, even though the
town is not named directly. The iconic
house Noah restores is said to be
inspired by the real-life “Williams” house
in New Bern, but the primary draw for
fans is the city itself. New Bern sits at
the confluence of the Neuse and Trent
Rivers, offering picturesque waterfront
views that mirror the novel’'s

descriptions.

Visitors to New Bern can walk the same
streets that Allie and Noah walked. The
historic downtown is filled with
antebellum homes, brick sidewalks, and
quaint shops—perfect for a romantic
stroll. The Trent River waterfront is
particularly evocative, with its old trees
draped in Spanish moss. For an
immersive experience, fans often visit
the New Bern Historical Society or take a
guided tour that highlights sites
connected to the novel. While the
famous boat scene and the house with
the white swing are fictionalized, the
town’s essence is unmistakably the New
Bern of Sparks’ imagination. The book's
emotional weight is deepened when you
stand by the river and imagine two
young lovers reconnecting after years



apart.

A Walk to
Remember -
Beaufort, North
Carolina

Another cornerstone of Sparks’ work, A
Walk to Remember takes place in the
small, coastal town of Beaufort. In the
novel, it is not explicitly named, but the
descriptions of the waterfront, the
historic district, and the tight-knit
community align perfectly with Beaufort.
This charming town on the Crystal Coast
is home to the Beaufort Historic Site,

which features a collection of 18th- and
19th-century buildings. The story of
Landon Carter and Jamie Sullivan unfolds
in this setting, and the town’s slow pace
and old-fashioned charm mirror the
novel's themes of faith and
transformation.

Beaufort is easily walkable, which makes
it a great destination for fans who want
to trace Landon and Jamie’s steps. Stroll
along the Front Street waterfront, where
you can see the old docks and quiet
coves that could have been the site of
Jamie’s final wish. The town also offers
carriage rides and historic house tours.
One iconic spot is the Beaufort
Community Church, which resembles the
church where Landon and Jamie are
married. Though the actual film
adaptation was shot elsewhere, the
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book’s soul is deeply rooted in Beaufort.
The combination of maritime nature and
historic architecture makes this a must-
visit for anyone exploring Nicholas
Sparks Books Locations.

Dear John -
Shallotte and
Holden Beach,
North Carolina

In Dear John, Sparks sends his
protagonist, John Tyree, to a coastal
town that is heavily inspired by Shallotte
and Holden Beach. John's childhood
home and his time with Savannah are

set around the Brunswick Islands region.
Holden Beach is a real location—a quiet,
family-friendly barrier island with a long
stretch of sand. In the novel, the beach
is the site of John and Savannah’s first
meeting, when he rescues her purse
from the surf. The home described in the
book is believed to be based on a
characteristic beach house in the area.

Shallotte itself is a small town inland
from the coast, but the proximity to
Holden Beach gives the story its laid-
back maritime feel. Fans can visit the
Holden Beach pier, walk the shoreline,
and imagine the early, hopeful days of
John and Savannah’s relationship. The
nearby town of Southport also appears
tangentially, as it is the setting for some
of the letters and moments. For those
who have read the book, the ocean



breeze and the sound of waves at
Holden Beach bring the story to life. The
area is less commercial than some other
North Carolina beaches, which aligns
with the novel's quiet, introspective
tone.

The Last Song -
Wrightsville
Beach, North
Carolina

The Last Song, which debuted as a novel
and later became a film starring Miley
Cyrus and Liam Hemsworth, is set in the
fictional town of Wrightsville Beach. In

reality, the novel is set in the actual
town of Wrightsville Beach, a popular
coastal community near Wilmington. The
story revolves around Ronnie, a troubled
teen sent to spend the summer with her
father, and the romance that blossoms
on the sand. The beach itself becomes a
central character, with its wide shores
and calm waves providing the backdrop
for emotional revelations.

Wrightsville Beach is a real and
accessible destination. The book’s
scenes at the aquarium are based on the
North Carolina Aquarium at Fort Fisher,
which is a short drive away. However,
the beachfront houses, the oceanfront
pier, and the general vibe of the town
are authentic to the setting. Visitors can
walk the beach, visit the local shops, and
even take a sailing lesson like Ronnie

6 Nicholas Sparks Books Locations

2026-01-10



Nicholas Sparks Books Locations 7

does. The Wrightsville Beach location is
especially powerful because it captures a
summer of transformation. For fans,
standing on that shore is like stepping
into the pages of the book. This location
is a cornerstone of Nicholas Sparks
Books Locations because it proves how
effectively Sparks uses real geography
to anchor his fiction.

Safe Haven -
Southport, North
Carolina

Safe Haven, a novel about a woman
escaping an abusive past and finding
love in a small coastal town, is set in the

fictional town of Southport. In reality,
Southport is a real town located at the
mouth of the Cape Fear River. This
charming seaside community has a rich
history and was also the primary filming
location for the 2013 movie adaptation.
The book’s descriptions of the town
square, the docks, and the lighthouse
point directly to Southport’s iconic
landmarks.

Fans of the novel will recognize the Old
Brunswick County Courthouse, which
appears in the story as the town’s
central gathering place. The Southport
waterfront is lined with historic homes
and offers stunning views of the river.
The lighthouse mentioned in the book is
likely based on the Oak Island
Lighthouse, visible from Southport.
Visitors can take a ferry to Bald Head



Island or simply enjoy the maritime
forest. The Safe Haven location is
particularly special because it is a real
place that remains true to the book’s
atmosphere of renewal and safety. A
tour of Southport is almost like walking
through the novel, and many local
businesses cater to fans of the story.

FILM ADAPTATIONS AND THEIR
SHOOTING LOCATIONS

While the novels themselves are set in
real North Carolina towns, the film
adaptations often use a mix of locations
to bring the story to the screen. For
example, the movie version of The
Notebook was filmed in and around
Charleston, South Carolina, and the
iconic house is actually located on
Wadmalaw lIsland. Similarly, A Walk to

Remember was filmed in Wilmington,
North Carolina, and nearby towns, not in
Beaufort itself. However, the spirit of the
original settings remains, and many film
tourists enjoy visiting both the book
locations and the movie filming sites.

Wilmington, North Carolina, is a hub for
Sparks’ film adaptations. The city’s
historic district and nearby beaches have
been used for sequences in Dear John,
The Last Song, and Safe Haven. Screen
Gems Studios in Wilmington is where
many of the interior scenes were shot.
For fans who want a combination of book
and film locations, a trip to the Cape
Fear region covers ground from
Southport to Wrightsville Beach. The film
industry has helped preserve many of
these sites for visitors, and some homes
or businesses feature plaques indicating
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their role in the movie. When exploring
Nicholas Sparks Books Locations, it
is worthwhile to look up the specific
filming spots as well, because they often
offer a different but equally enchanting
perspective on the story.

PLANNING YOUR OWN NICHOLAS
SPARKS BOOKS LOCATIONS
TOUR

If you are ready to embark on a trip
through the worlds of Nicholas Sparks,
consider a self-guided tour of the North
Carolina coast. Below is a suggested
itinerary that covers the primary
locations:

e Day 1 - New Bern: Start in New
Bern. Visit the historic downtown,
walk along the Trent River, and

have lunch at a café near the
waterfront. Spend time exploring
the historic homes. Look for the
Old City Hall and the New Bern
Battlefield Park, which feature in
the novel’'s atmosphere.

Day 2 - Beaufort and
Morehead City: Drive to
Beaufort. Take a walking tour of
the historic district, visit the
Beaufort Historic Site, and walk
the boardwalk. Enjoy fresh seafood
at a waterfront restaurant. If time
allows, head to nearby Morehead
City for additional coastal views.
Day 3 - Wrightsville Beach and
Wilmington: Travel to
Wrightsville Beach. Spend the
morning on the beach, then visit
the North Carolina Aquarium at



Fort Fisher. In the afternoon, drive
to Wilmington to see the film
studios and historic downtown.
Many scenes from multiple movies
were filmed here.

e Day 4 - Southport and Holden
Beach: Head to Southport. Take
the ferry for a short ride, explore
the waterfront, and visit the
lighthouse. Then drive to Holden
Beach for a quiet afternoon walk
on the sand. This area feels very
similar to the descriptions in Dear
John and Safe Haven.

You can also find guided tours that focus
specifically on Nicholas Sparks

10

landmarks. Several companies in
Wilmington and New Bern offer
packages that include transportation and
commentary. When planning, consider
the season: spring and fall offer mild
weather and fewer crowds. Summer is
popular but can be hot and busy. Each
town has its own chamber of commerce
or visitors center that provides maps and
literature on the literary connections.

For a deeper dive, bring along a copy of
the corresponding novel to read on
location. Many fans report that reading
The Notebook while sitting in New Bern’s
courthouse park or listening to the
waves at Holden Beach while studying
Dear John heightens
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