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INTRODUCTION:
UNLOCKING THE
POWER OF
VOCABULARY FOR
COLLEGE SUCCESS

A strong vocabulary is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
reliable  predictors  of
academic  success,
espec ia l l y  a t  t he
co l lege  leve l .  For
decades,  dedicated
students  have  turned
to  trusted  resources

like the "Vocabulary for
the  Col lege  Bound
Student"  ser ies  to
systematically  build
t h e  w o r d  p o w e r
necessary for excelling
on  standardized  tests,
reading  challenging
texts ,  and  wr i t ing
persuasively.  Chapter
6  o f  t h i s  p o p u l a r
workbook  is  often  a
turning point for many
learners,  introducing
sophisticated  words
that appear frequently
i n  a c a d e m i c  a n d
l i terary  contexts .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing for the SAT,

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Vocabulary For The College Bound
Student Answers Chapter 6

2024-10-15

the  ACT,  or  s imply
striving  to  become  a
more articulate thinker,
finding  reliable
Vocabulary  For  The
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student  Answers
Chapter  6  is  about
more than just getting
the right  answers—it's
a b o u t  t r u l y
internalizing the words
so they become part of
your  active  lexicon.
This  article  explores
the content of Chapter
6,  offers  strategies  for
m a s t e r i n g  i t s
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
provides  insights  that
go  beyond  a  simple
answer key.

WHAT TO EXPECT
FROM CHAPTER 6:
THEMES AND
WORD SELECTION

E a c h  c h a p t e r  i n
"Vocabulary  for  the
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student" focuses on a
specific  set  of  words,

o f ten  g rouped  by
subject, root, or usage
pattern.  Chapter  6
typically builds on the
foundations  laid  in
earlier  chapters  and
introduces  words  that
a re  s l i gh t l y  more
nuanced and abstract.
T h e s e  w o r d s  a r e
chosen  because  they
frequently  appear  in
college-level  reading,
from  social  science
papers  to  l i terary
c r i t i c i s m .  S o m e
common  themat ic
clusters  in  Chapter  6
include:

Words related
to
argumentation
and rhetoric
(e.g., diatribe,
euphemism,
innuendo)
Terms
describing
human
behavior and
emotions (e.g.,
reticent, pundit,
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sycophant)
Words
involving time
and sequence
(e.g.,
chronological,
synchronize,
anachronism)
Academic
verbs and
modifiers (e.g.,
corroborate,
disparate,
unequivocal)

Understanding  this
thematic  organization
can  help  students
recognize patterns and
make  better  use  of
context clues, which is
far more valuable than
simply  memorizing  a
list  of  definitions  from
a  key.

KEY VOCABULARY
WORDS FROM
CHAPTER 6 (WITH
SAMPLE
ANSWERS)

While every edition of

the  book  may  vary
slightly,  many  of  the
core  words  remain
consistent.  Below is  a
selection  of  typical
words from Chapter 6,
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r
definitions,  example
sentences,  and  notes
on how they appear in
the  exercises.  This
serves  as  a  practical
reference  for  anyone
seeking  Vocabulary
For  The  Co l lege
B o u n d  S t u d e n t
Answers Chapter 6 in
a  conceptual  rather
t h a n  a  v e r b a t i m
format.

1.
Diatribe
Definition:  A  bitter,
sharply abusive verbal
attack.
Example: The editorial
was a lengthy diatribe
a g a i n s t  t h e  n e w
education  policy.
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Synonyms:  tirade,
harangue,  rant.
Typical  exercise
usage:  In  multiple-
choice  quest ions,
students might need to
identify the best word
to  describe  a  hostile
speech.

2.
Reticent
Definition:  Not
r e v e a l i n g  o n e ' s
thoughts  or  feelings
readily;  reserved.
Example:  Despite the
interviewer's  probing
questions,  the  witness
remained reticent.
Synonyms:  taciturn,
reserved,  withdrawn.
Exercise  note:  Often
c o n f u s e d  w i t h
"reluctant"  –  careful
reading  of  context  is
key.

3.
Corrobora
te
Definition:  To
strengthen  or  support
with evidence; confirm.
Example:  The  new
data  corroborated  the
earlier hypothesis.
Synonyms:  validate,
s u b s t a n t i a t e ,
authenticate.
Exercise  note:  Look
for sentences requiring
a verb that means "to
back up a claim."

4.
Disparate
Definition:  Essentially
different  in  kind;  not
allowing  comparison.
Example:  The  two
cultures had disparate
customs and traditions.
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Synonyms:  divergent,
distinct, contrasting.
Usage  t ip:  O f ten
a p p e a r s  i n
comparison/contrast
exercises.

5.
Sycophan
t
Definition:  A  person
who acts obsequiously
t o w a r d  s o m e o n e
important  to  ga in
advantage; a flatterer.
E x a m p l e :  T h e
powerfu l  CEO  was
s u r r o u n d e d  b y
sycophants  who  told
her  on ly  what  she
wanted  to  hear.
Synonyms:  toady,
lackey,  yes-man.
Exercise  note:  Pay
attention  to  negative
c o n n o t a t i o n s  i n
sentences.

6.
Unequivo
cal
Definition: Leaving no
doubt; unambiguous.
Example: The witness
gave  unequivoca l
t e s t i m o n y  t h a t
matched the evidence.
Synonyms:  clear-cut,
definitive,  explicit.
Common  pitfall:  Do
n o t  c o n f u s e  w i t h
" a m b i g u o u s "  –  a
frequent  antonym
exercise.

7.
Anachron
ism
Definition:  Something
belonging  to  a  period
other  than the one in
wh ich  i t  ex i s t s ;  a
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c h r o n o l o g i c a l
inconsistency.
Example:  The  film's
use of a smartphone in
a  Victorian-era  setting
i s  a n  o b v i o u s
anachronism.
S y n o n y m s :
i n c o n g r u i t y ,
misplacement.
Creative  exercise:
Students  are  often
asked  to  i den t i f y
a n a c h r o n i s m s  i n
historical descriptions.
These  seven  words
r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  a
fraction of Chapter 6's
offerings,  but
mastering  them  will
b u i l d  a  s t r o n g
foundation for tackling
the rest of the unit.

STRATEGIES FOR
MASTERING
CHAPTER 6
ANSWERS
(WITHOUT SIMPLY
COPYING)

Relying  solely  on  an

a n s w e r  k e y  f o r
Vocabulary  For  The
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student  Answers
Chapter 6 might help
you  finish  the
assignment faster,  but
it won't build long-term
retention.  Instead,  try
these  evidence-based
strategies:

Use context
clues first.
Before checking
any answer, read
the sentence
carefully. Look
for signal words
like "although,"
"similarly," or
"however" that
indicate contrast
or continuation.
Often the correct
answer is hinted
at by the
surrounding
words.
Break words
down by roots
and affixes.
Many of the
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words in Chapter
6 have Latin or
Greek roots. For
example,
"diatribe"
contains "dia-"
(through) and
"tribein" (to rub,
wear down).
Understanding
roots helps you
infer meanings
even on
unfamiliar words.
Create your
own sentences.
After learning a
definition, write
an original
sentence that
uses the word in
a personal
context. This
semantic
encoding greatly
improves recall.
Work with a
study partner.
Quiz each other
using the
exercises.
Explaining why

you chose a
particular answer
reinforces your
understanding.
Use digital
flashcard apps.
Tools like Anki or
Quizlet allow you
to create spaced-
repetition decks.
Include the word,
definition, and a
memorable
example
sentence. Many
users have
already shared
"Vocabulary for
the College
Bound" decks
online, which can
serve as a study
aid.

COMMON
CHALLENGES
STUDENTS FACE
WITH CHAPTER 6

E v e n  m o t i v a t e d
students  encounter
stumbling blocks when
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working  through  this
chapter.  Recognizing
these  challenges  in
advance can help you
navigate  them  more
effectively.

1.
Confusing
Synonym
s
Many words in Chapter
6  share  overlapping
m e a n i n g s .  F o r
instance, "diatribe" and
"tirade"  are  nearly
synonymous ,  bu t
"diatribe" often implies
a  longer,  more  bitter
attack. The answer key
may  require  you  to
c h o o s e  t h e  m o s t
p r e c i s e  w o r d .  T o
overcome  this,  study
the  subtle  differences
by  reading  several
example sentences for

each word.

2.
Antonym
Recogniti
on
Exercises often ask for
the opposite of a given
word. For example, the
antonym  of  "reticent"
might  be  "loquacious"
or  "outspoken."  Make
sure you not only know
what  the  word means
but  also  its  common
opposites.

3.
Homopho
nes and
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Look-
Alikes
Words  like  "disparate"
and "desperate" sound
similar  but  have  very
different  meanings.
Chapter  6  exercises
sometimes  exploit
these  pitfalls.  Slow
down  and  read  each
word carefully.

4.
Inference
-Based
Fill-in-
the-Blank
S o m e  q u e s t i o n s
require  you  to  infer
meaning from a longer
passage rather than a
s i n g l e  s e n t e n c e .

Practice  scanning  the
entire  paragraph  for
c o n t e x t  b e f o r e
choosing an answer.

BEYOND THE
ANSWER KEY:
USING CHAPTER 6
AS A LAUNCHPAD

The  ultimate  goal  of
"Vocabulary  for  the
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student"  i s  not  to
complete  a  worksheet
but  to  in terna l i ze
words  so  that  they
become  automatic.
Here  are  additional
ways  to  extend  your
learning  from  Chapter
6:

Read widely.
Look for the
words you study
in newspapers,
magazines, and
college
textbooks.
Seeing
"corroborate" in
a scientific study
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or "sycophant" in
a political article
reinforces your
learning.
Write short
essays.
Challenge
yourself to use
five new words
from Chapter 6 in
a paragraph
about a topic you
find interesting.
This forces you
to think about
connotation and
syntax.
Teach the
words to
someone else.
Explaining a
word like
"unequivocal" to
a friend or family
member
solidifies your
own
understanding
and reveals any
gaps.
Track your
progress. Keep

a vocabulary
journal. Note the
date you learned
each word and
rate your
confidence (1–5).
Revisit low-
confidence words
after a week.

WHERE TO FIND
RELIABLE
ANSWERS AND
ADDITIONAL
SUPPORT

If  you are  stuck on a
specific  exercise  in
Chapter 6 and need to
verify  your  work,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s e
reliable  sources.  The
official  answer  key  for
"Vocabulary  for  the
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student "  i s  o f ten
avai lable  from  the
publisher,  but  many
educators also provide
annotated  answer
explanations  online.
Look for resources that
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explain why an answer
is correct, not just what
the letter is. Discussion
forums for high school
students  and teachers
can also be helpful, as
long  as  you  cross-
check  the  information
with  a  d ict ionary.
Remember,  the  best
Vocabulary  For  The
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student  Answers
Chapter  6  are  the
o n e s  y o u  d e r i v e
t h r o u g h  c a r e f u l
reasoning—the  answer
key should be a tool for
verification,  not  a
shortcut.

CONCLUSION:
BUILDING A
LIFELONG
VOCABULARY

Mastering the words in
C h a p t e r  6  i s  a
significant  milestone
on  the  j ou rney  to

becoming  a  confident
reader  and  writer  at
the  college  level.  By
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e
material with curiosity,
using  context  clues,
and  connecting  new
words  to  your  own
experiences, you move
b e y o n d  s i m p l e
memorization and into
g e n u i n e
understanding.  The
answers  you  find  for
Vocabulary  For  The
C o l l e g e  B o u n d
Student  Answers
Chapter 6 are not an
end  in  themselves;
they  are  checkpoints
that show you how far
you  have  come.  Keep
p r a c t i c i n g ,  k e e p
reading,  and  let  each
new  word  unlock  a
richer  world  of  ideas.
Y o u r  c o l l e g e
career—and  your  life
beyond  it—will  be  all
the better for it.


