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Applying for a visa is
often a stressful and
time-consuming

process. Whether you
are planning a
vacation, a business
trip, or moving abroad
for work or study, the
period between
submitting your
application and
receiving a decision
can feel endless. One
of the most common
questions applicants
ask is how to check

visa status efficiently.
Knowing where your
application stands not
only provides peace of
mind but also helps
you make informed
travel arrangements,
plan your finances, and
prepare for your
departure. In an era of
digital immigration
services, most
countries offer online
portals and tracking
systems that allow
applicants to monitor
their application
progress in real time.
However, the process
varies depending on
the country you are
applying to, the type of
visa, and the embassy
or consulate handling
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your case. This
comprehensive guide
will walk you through
everything you need to
know about checking
your visa status,
including step-by-step
methods, tips for
common visa systems,
and what to do if your
application seems
delayed.

Why It Is
Essential
to
Monitor
Your Visa
Applicatio
n

Keeping track of your
visa application is more
than just satisfying

curiosity. It serves
several practical
purposes that can
significantly impact
your travel plans and
overall experience.
First, checking your
visa status helps you

detect any issues
early. If additional
documents are

required or if there is
an error in your
application, you will be
notified through the
tracking system.
Addressing these
problems quickly can
prevent unnecessary
delays. Second,
knowing your visa
status allows you to

book flights and
accommodation with
confidence. Many

travelers have faced
last-minute

cancellations because
their visa was not
approved in time.
Third, monitoring your
application gives you a
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realistic timeline. If you
know your visa is
under administrative
processing or has been
sent for additional
review, you can adjust
your expectations
accordingly. Finally, in
some cases, checking
your visa status is the
only way to confirm
that your application
has been received and
is being processed.
This is particularly
important when
applying through a
third-party service or a
visa application center.

GENERAL
METHODS FOR
CHECKING VISA
STATUS

While each country has
its own system, most
visa application
processes follow a
similar pattern.
Understanding the
general methods will
help you navigate any

embassy or consulate
website with
confidence. Below are
the most common
ways applicants use
how to check visa
status across different
jurisdictions.

Online
Portal
Tracking

The most convenient
and widely used
method is through an
online tracking portal.
Most embassies and
consulates provide a
dedicated webpage
where applicants can
enter their unique
reference number or
application ID to view
the current status of
their visa. This number
is usually provided on
the receipt or
acknowledgment letter



you receive after
submitting your
application. To use this
method, follow these
steps:

e Visit the official
immigration or
embassy website
of the country
you applied to.

e Locate the visa
tracking or
application
status section.

e Enter your
application
reference
number,
passport
number, and
sometimes your
date of birth.

e Complete any
security
verification, such
as a CAPTCHA.

e View your
current visa
status and any
message from
the consular
officer.

Common statuses you
might see include
"Received," "Under
Processing,"
"Administrative
Processing,"
"Approved,” or
"Issued."” Some
systems also show
"Ready for Collection"
or "Dispatched via
Courier."

Tracking
via Visa
Applicatio
n Centers

Many countries
outsource the
collection of

documents and
biometrics to third-
party service providers
like VFS Global,
TLScontact, or BLS
International. These
centers have their own
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tracking systems that
are often more detailed
than the embassy
portal. When you
submit your application
at a visa application
center, you receive a
tracking number that
you can use on their
website. This method is
especially useful
because it provides
updates on your
passport's location and
whether it has been
returned to the center
for collection. To check
your visa status
through a visa
application center, you
will need vyour
reference number and
sometimes your date
of birth. The process is
similar to embassy
tracking but is usually
more straightforward
and updated in real
time.

Email and
SMS
Notificati
ons

Most modern visa
systems send
automated

notifications to the
email address and
phone number you
provided during your
application. These
notifications inform you
when your application
has been received,
when it is under
review, and when a
decision has been
made. Some systems
also send alerts when
your passport is ready
for collection or has
been dispatched. While
these updates are
convenient, they are
not always immediate.



It is common for there
to be a delay of several
hours or even a day
between the actual
status change and the
notification. Therefore,
relying solely on email
or SMS is not
recommended.
Instead, use these
notifications as a
supplement to active
online tracking. If you
receive an email
saying your visa has
been approved, it is a
good idea to verify this
on the official portal
before making any
final travel
arrangements.

Phone
and In-
Person

Inquiries

For applicants who do
not have reliable
internet access or who
prefer direct
communication, many
embassies and
consulates offer phone
inquiry services.
However, this method
is often less efficient
due to high call
volumes and limited
operating hours. If you
choose to call, have
your application
reference number,
passport number, and
personal details ready.
Be prepared for a
recorded message or a
long wait time. In-
person inquiries are
generally discouraged
unless absolutely
necessary. Most
diplomatic missions
require an
appointment for any
consular service, and
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walking in without one
may result in being
turned away. If you do
visit in person, bring
your passport,
application receipt, and
any correspondence
you have received.
Keep in mind that
embassy staff may not
be able to provide
detailed information
over the phone or in
person due to privacy
regulations.

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC

VISA TRACKING
SYSTEMS
Different countries

have unique systems
for tracking visa
applications. Below are
some of the most
common destinations
and how you can check
your visa status for
each.

United
States
Visa

Status

The U.S. has a highly
structured visa
application process
managed by the
Department of State.
To check your U.S. visa
status, you will use the
Consular Electronic
Application Center
(CEAC) portal. You
need your application
ID number, which is
found on the DS-160
confirmation page.
Once you log in, you
can see your current
status, which may
include "Ready,"
"Administrative

Processing," "Issued,"
or "Refused." If your
visa requires



administrative
processing, this can
take several weeks or
even months. For
immigrant visas, the
National Visa Center
(NVC) provides its own
tracking system. You
can also check the visa
status of your passport
after approval by using
the courier tracking
number provided by
the U.S. embassy or
consulate.

United
Kingdom
Visa
Status

The UK wuses a
combination of online
services and third-
party centers. After
submitting your
application, you will
receive a unique

reference number
(GWF number) that you
can use on the official
UK Visas and
Immigration website.
The status options
include "Application
Received," "Under
Consideration," and
"Decision Made." If you
applied through a visa
application center, you
can also track your
passport using the
center's courier
service. The UKVI also
provides a paid SMS
service for applicants
who want updates sent
directly to their phone.
However, the free
online tracking is
usually sufficient for
most applicants.

Canada
Visa
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Status

Canadian visa
applications are
processed through

Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada
(IRCC). The system is
entirely online, and you
can check your status
by logging into your
IRCC account. You will
need your application
number and personal
details. The IRCC portal

provides detailed
updates, including
whether your

application is being
processed at a local
office, whether
additional documents
are needed, and when
a final decision is
made. For applicants
who applied through a
visa application center
(VAC), there is also a
separate tracking
system provided by the
VAC that shows the

movement of your
passport.

Schengen
Visa
Status

The Schengen Area
includes 27 European
countries, each with its
own visa processing
system. However, most
Schengen states use
the Visa Information
System (VIS), which
allows consulates to
share data. To check
your visa status, you
will need to visit the
website of the specific
embassy or consulate
you applied through.
Many Schengen
countries also use
third-party centers like
VFS Global or
TLScontact, which
provide tracking
services. Generally,



you can expect to see
statuses such as

"Processing at
Embassy," "Decision
Pending," and

"Passport Ready for
Collection." Processing
times for Schengen
visas are typically 15
calendar days, but this
can extend to 45 days
in some cases.

COMMON VISA
STATUS MESSAGES
AND WHAT THEY
MEAN

Understanding the
language used in visa
tracking systems is
crucial. Different
countries use different
terms, but many are
similar. Below is a list
of common visa status
messages and their
meanings.

e Application
Received: Your
application has
been submitted

and accepted by
the embassy or
visa application
center. No
review has
started yet.
Under
Processing:
Your application
is being reviewed
by a consular
officer. This
stage can take
anywhere from a
few days to
several weeks.
Administrative
Processing:
Your application
requires
additional
review. This is
common for
certain visa
categories or
nationalities and
can be lengthy.
Additional
Documents
Required: The
consulate needs
more information

10 How To Check Visa Status  2023-04-15



How To Check Visa Status

11

or
documentation.
You will usually
receive an email
explaining what
is needed.
Approved: Your
visa has been
granted. The
passport will be
stamped and
returned.
Issued: The visa
has been
physically placed
in your passport.
Refused or
Denied: Your
application has
been rejected.
You will receive a
refusal letter
explaining the
reasons.

Ready for
Collection: Your
passport is
available at the
visa application
center or
embassy.

e Dispatched via

11

Courier: Your
passport has
been sent to
your address or
the designated
collection point.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G: WHAT TO DO IF
YOU CANNOT
CHECK YOUR VISA
STATUS

Sometimes, despite
your best efforts, you
may not be able to
check your visa status
online. This can be
frustrating, but there
are several steps you
can take. First, double-
check the reference
number you are
entering. A single digit
error can prevent the
system from finding
your application.
Second, make sure you
are using the correct
website. Scammers
often create fake
embassy websites that



look real but are
designed to steal your
information. Always
use the official website
of the embassy or
consulate. If the portal
is not working, try
clearing your browser
cache or using a
different browser. If the
system is down, wait a
few hours and try
again. If you still
cannot access your
status, contact the
embassy or visa
application center
directly via email or
phone. Provide your
full name, passport
number, and
application reference
number. Remember
that embassy staff are
busy, so be patient and
polite.

TIPS FOR A
SMOOTH VISA
APPLICATION
EXPERIENCE

While knowing how to
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check visa status is
essential, there are
additional steps you
can take to make the
entire process easier.
First, always apply well
in advance of your
intended travel date.
Many countries
recommend applying
at least three to six
months ahead,
especially for long-
term visas. Second,
keep copies of all
documents you submit,

including the
application form,
receipts, and

correspondence. Third,
use a reliable internet
connection when
checking your status to
avoid interruptions.
Fourth, if you are using
a third-party visa
application center, sign
up for their SMS or
email alerts. Finally, do
not panic if your visa
status does not change
for several days or
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weeks. Processing
times vary greatly
depending on the
season, the volume of
applications, and the
complexity of your
case. Checking your
status once a day is
usually sufficient.
Obsessively refreshing
the page will not speed
up the process and
may cause
unnecessary stress.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to
check visa status is a
vital skill for anyone
planning international
travel. Whether you
are applying for a
tourist visa, student
visa, work visa, or
immigrant visa, staying
informed about your
application progress
gives you control over

13

your travel plans and
reduces anxiety. The
digital tools provided
by embassies,
consulates, and visa
application centers
have made it easier
than ever to track your
application in real time.
By using online portals,
email notifications, and
courier tracking, you
can ensure you are
never left in the dark.
Remember to always
use official websites,
keep your reference
numbers safe, and be
patient during the
processing period. With
the right approach, you
can navigate the visa
application process
smoothly and focus on
what truly matters:
preparing for your
journey ahead. Safe
travels.



