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INTRODUCTION:
UNPACKING THE
ALLURE OF A
GIRL'S GUIDE TO
DEPRAVITY

The 2012 independent
c o m e d y  A  G i r l ’ s
Guide  to  Depravity
quickly  carved  out  a
niche for  itself  among
f a n s  o f  r a u n c h y ,
i r reverent  humor.
Directed  by  Michael
Winnick and based on
a  popular  web  series,
the  film  follows  Jane
(Sara Malakul Lane) as
she navigates a series
o f  i n c r e a s i n g l y
outrageous  sexual
adventu res  a f te r

moving to a new city.
W h i l e  t h e  p l o t  i s
deliberately  over-the-
top,  the  movie’s  true
c h a r m  l i e s  i n  i t s
ensemble  cast.  The
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity cast brings
a  m i x  o f  c o m e d i c
t i m i n g ,  g e n u i n e
c h e m i s t r y ,  a n d
unflinching
commitment  to  the
absurd.  In  this  article,
we’ll take a deep dive
i n t o  e v e r y  m a j o r
performer,  their  roles,
a n d  h o w  t h e y
contr ibuted  to  the
film’s  cult  status.
Whether  you ’ re  a
longtime  fan  or  just
discovering the movie,
understanding  the
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G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity cast is key
to  appreciating  its
u n i q u e  b r a n d  o f
comedy.

MEET THE
LEADING LADY:
SARA MALAKUL
LANE AS JANE

At the heart of the film
is  Sara  Malakul  Lane,
w h o  p l a y s  t h e
protagonist, Jane. Prior
to this  role,  Lane had
built a solid resume in
independent  cinema,
with credits in thrillers
and  horror  films.  In  A
G i r l ’ s  G u i d e  t o
Depravity,  she  steps
into  a  comedic  role
that  demands  both
physical  humor  and  a
straight-faced  delivery
of  outrageous  lines.
L a n e ’ s  J a n e  i s  a n
everywoman  thrown
into  a  world  of  one-
night stands, awkward
t h r e e s o m e s ,  a n d
bizarre  fetish  clubs.

He r  pe r f o rmance
anchors  the  chaos;
without  her  relatable
confusion  and  gradual
embrace  of  her  own
desires,  the  movie
would  feel  merely
gratuitous.  The  Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast  relies  heavily  on
Lane’s ability to make
the  audience  root  for
Jane  even  when  she
m a k e s  t e r r i b l e
decisions. Her comedic
t i m i n g  i s  s h a r p ,
especially  in  scenes
where she reacts to the
increasingly  depraved
situations with disbelief
before  diving  headfirst
into  them.  Fans  often
cite  Lane’s  fearless
per fo rmance  as  a
highlight, making her a
crucial part of why the
film  resonates  with  its
niche  audience.
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Sara
Malakul
Lane’s
Career
Before

and After
Before  taking  on  the
ro le  o f  Jane ,  Lane
appeared  in  films  like
Boonville  Redemption
and The Death Factory
Bloodletting.  After  A
G i r l ’ s  G u i d e  t o
D e p r a v i t y ,  s h e
continued  working  in
independent  cinema
a n d  a l s o  g a i n e d
recognit ion  in  the
Sharknado  franchise.
Her willingness to take
o n  b o l d ,
unconventional  roles
s p e a k s  t o  h e r
versat i l i ty .  In  the

context  of  the  Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast, she stands out as
the  emotional  core,
providing  the  laugh-
out-loud moments that
c o m e  f r o m  h e r
character’s  journey
from  naive  newcomer
to  confident,  if  still
slightly clueless, sexual
explorer.

THE SUPPORTING
PLAYERS: THE
REST OF THE
GIRLS GUIDE TO
DEPRAVITY CAST

The  film’s  humor  is
amplified  by  a  strong
supporting  cast,  each
playing  exaggerated
archetypes  that  serve
as foils or catalysts for
Jane’s  evolution.  Let’s
break  down  the  key
members  of  the Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast.
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Jonathan
Harden

as Tom
Jonathan Harden plays
T o m ,  J a n e ’ s  l o v e
interest  and  eventual
partner  in  mischief.
Tom is  the “bad boy”
with a heart of gold (or
at  least  a  heart  of
s l ight ly  tarnished
brass). Harden brings a
laid-back charm to the
role, making Tom seem
like  a  genuinely  fun
guy rather than a mere
predator. His chemistry
with Sara Malakul Lane
is  palpable,  especially
in  scenes  where  they
navigate  the  chaotic
world of group sex and
open  relationships.
Harden’s  performance
a d d s  a  l a y e r  o f
believability  to  the
otherwise  cartoonish
narrative.  Within  the

G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity  cast,  he
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
grounding  presence
that  makes  Jane’s
choices  feel,  i f  not
w i s e ,  a t  l e a s t
understandable.

K.C.
Coombs
as Susan
K.C.  Coombs  plays
Susan,  Jane’s  best
friend  and  confidante.
Susan  is  the  voice  of
reason,  often  reacting
with horror or sarcasm
t o  J a n e ’ s  l a t e s t
escapades.  Coombs
delivers her lines with
a dry wit that perfectly
balances  the  film’s
more  over-the-top
moments. She provides
exposition and context
for Jane’s journey, and
her  skepticism  helps
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the  audience  keep  a
healthy  distance  from
the depravity.  As  part
of the Girls Guide To
Deprav i ty  cast ,
Coombs is essential for
maintaining  the  film’s
comedic  tone;  her
facial  expressions
alone  can  generate
laughs. Her role is akin
to  the  “straight  man”
in a comedy duo, and
s h e  e x e c u t e s  i t
flawlessly.

Julia
Walsh as
The
Narrator /
Various
Voices
One  unique  aspect  of
the  film  is  its  use  of  a

narrator,  voiced  by
J u l i a  W a l s h .  T h e
narrator  provides  a
running  commentary
on Jane’s actions, often
i n  a  d e a d p a n ,
instruct ional  tone
reminiscent  of  a  self-
help  book.  Walsh’s
voice work adds a layer
o f  i rony  and  se l f -
awareness  to  the
mov ie .  The  Gir l s
Guide  To  Depravity
cast may be primarily
on-screen, but Walsh’s
contribution is  vital  to
the  film’s  structure.
She  also  appears  in
m i n o r  r o l e s ,
showcasing her range.
The  narrator’s  lines,
such as “Step one: find
a guy who looks like he
k n o w s  w h a t  h e ’ s
d o i n g , ”  b e c o m e
recurring jokes that tie
the  whole  film
together.
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Other
Notable
Cast

Members
Beyond the leads,  the
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
D e p r a v i t y  c a s t
includes several actors
w h o  a p p e a r  i n
memorable cameos or
recurring roles:

David L. Price
plays a sleazy
boss who
provides Jane
with her first
taste of office
politics and
inappropriate
advances. Price
brings a slimy
charm that
makes the
character both
detestable and
funny.

William M.
Miller appears
as a bartender
who dispenses
dubious advice.
His minimal
screen time is
used effectively
to advance the
plot.
Mandi
Christine Kerr
plays a fellow
partygoer in one
of the film’s most
outrageous
scenes. Her
energy helps sell
the film’s chaotic
party
atmosphere.
Jesse Janzen
has a small role
as a sexual
partner who
introduces Jane
to a new kink.
His deadpan
delivery adds to
the awkward
humor.

Each  of  these  actors
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contr ibutes  to  the
film’s  episodic
structure,  where  Jane
encounters  a  different
“lesson”  in  depravity
t h r o u g h  a  n e w
character.  The  Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast  is  deliberately
diverse  in  appearance
a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y ,
ensuring  that  no  two
scenes feel repetitive.

HOW THE CAST
SHAPES THE
FILM’S TONE AND
HUMOR

The success of A Girl’s
Guide  to  Depravity
hinges  on  the  cast’s
ability  to  commit  fully
to  the  absurdity.  The
script  is  filled  with
explicit  dialogue  and
situations  that  could
e a s i l y  b e c o m e
offensive  or  simply
crude.  However,  the
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity cast treats
the  material  with  a

s e n s e  o f  p l a y f u l
sincerity.  They  never
wink at the audience or
b reak  cha rac te r ;
instead,  they  play
every  scene  as  if  it
w e r e  a  s e r i o u s
romantic comedy. This
contrast  between  the
outrageous  content
a n d  t h e  e a r n e s t
performances  is  what
makes the film funny.
Fo r  example ,  i n  a
scene  where  Jane
participates  in  a  “sex
workshop”  led  by  a
swinger  couple,  the
a c t o r s  m a i n t a i n
straight  faces  while
delivering  lines  like
“ T h e  k e y  t o  a
successful  threesome
is communication.” The
deliberate  mismatch
between  the  high-
minded advice and the
ridiculous  situation
creates  a  comedic
tension  that  the  cast
navigates expertly. The
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
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D e p r a v i t y  c a s t
understands  that  the
humor  comes  from
treating depravity as a
normal  part  of  self-
improvement.

The
Importan
ce of
Chemistr
y
Another strength of the
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity cast is the
chemistry  between
Sara Malakul Lane and
Jonathan Harden. Their
re lat ionship  feels
genuine,  which  makes
the  film’s  central
arc—Jane  learning  to
balance her libido with
e m o t i o n a l
connection—believable
.  W i t h o u t  t h a t

chemistry,  the  movie
would  devolve  into  a
series  of  disconnected
sketches.  Instead,  the
cast creates a cohesive
narrative  that  keeps
viewers  engaged.  The
supporting  cast  also
shares  a  rapport;  the
friendship  between
Jane and Susan, played
b y  L a n e  a n d  K . C .
Coombs, feels lived-in,
providing a wholesome
counterpoint  to  the
sexual  chaos.

BEHIND THE
SCENES: CASTING
AND DIRECTOR
INSIGHTS

D i rec to r  M i chae l
Winnick,  who  a lso
wrote  the  screenplay,
h a s  s t a t e d  i n
interviews that casting
was crucial  to  making
the  film  work.  He
looked  for  actors  who
were comfortable with
nudity  and  explicit
content but could also
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deliver  the  comedic
timing  required.  The
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
D e p r a v i t y  c a s t
underwent  a  rigorous
audition  process,  with
c h e m i s t r y  r e a d s
between  Lane  and
Harden  being  a  key
d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r .
Winnick  has  praised
the  cas t  f o r  the i r
professionalism  and
willingness to embrace
t h e  m a t e r i a l ’ s
absurdity.  He  noted
that many actors were
drawn  to  the  film
because  of  its  unique
blend  of  social  satire
a n d  s e x  c o m e d y ,
reminiscent  of  works
by  Judd  Apatow  but
with  a  more  explicit
edge.
The  casting  director,
N i s s a  R e n e e ,
specifically  sought
a c t o r s  w h o  h a d
e x p e r i e n c e  i n
i ndependen t  and
comedy  films.  The

resul t  was  a  Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast that felt fresh and
unpretentious.  The
dec i s i on  t o  u se  a
narrator voiced by Julia
Wa lsh  was  a  l as t -
minute addition, but it
worked  seamlessly
because  of  Walsh’s
deadpan  del ivery.
Overall,  the  casting
p rocess  p l ayed  a
pivotal role in the film’s
reception  among  cult
audiences.

THE CAST’S
IMPACT ON THE
FILM’S CULT
FOLLOWING

Since  its  release,  A
G i r l ’ s  G u i d e  t o
D e p r a v i t y  h a s
developed  a  loya l
f a n b a s e  t h a t
a p p r e c i a t e s  i t s
unapologetic  humor
and  the  performances
of the Girls Guide To
Depravity  cast.  Fans
often  create  fan  art,
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quote  memorab le
lines, and discuss their
favorite  characters
online.  The  film’s
status as a hidden gem
is  largely  due  to  the
cast’s  ability  to  make
t h e  m a t e r i a l
memorab le .  Sa ra
M a l a k u l  L a n e ,  i n
particular, has become
a  cult  figure  among
fans  of  offbeat
comedies. The cast has
reun i t ed  f o r  Q&A
sessions  at  special
screenings, where they
share  behind-the-
scenes  stories.
The  film’s  accessibility
on streaming platforms
has  introduced  new
audiences to the Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast. Many viewers are
surprised by the depth
of  the  performances,
e x p e c t i n g  o n l y
exploitation but finding
genuine  comedy.  The
cast’s  commitment  to
character  elevates

what could have been
a shallow premise into
a  film  that  aging
millennials  and Gen Z
viewers alike can enjoy
as a guilty pleasure.

COMPARISONS TO
OTHER ENSEMBLE
SEX COMEDIES

When  analyzing  the
G i r l s  G u i d e  T o
Depravity  cast,  it’s
useful  to  compare
them to casts in similar
films.  For  instance,
American  Pie  had  an
ensemble  of  young
actors  who  became
household  names.
While the Girls Guide
To  Depravity  cast
never  reached  that
level  of  mainstream
fame,  they  share  a
similar  dynamic:  a
central  protagonist
s u r r o u n d e d  b y
eccentric  friends  and
lovers. However, unlike
the  teen-or iented
American  Pie,  this  film
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t a r g e t s  a n  a d u l t
audience, and the cast
embraces  a  more
explicit  tone  without
losing  the  comedic
core.
Another  comparison is
with  the  2007  film Sex
and Death 101,  which
also  explores  sexual
adventures.  The  Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast  is  smaller  and
more  focused,  with
fewer  subplots.  This
tight  ensemble  allows
for  deeper  character
arcs  within  a  limited

runtime.  The  cast’s
performances  ensure
that each character, no
matter  how  minor,
leaves an impression.

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW? UPDATES
ON THE GIRLS
GUIDE TO
DEPRAVITY CAST

Since  the  film,  many
members  of  the Girls
Guide  To  Depravity
cast  have  continued
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
entertainment industry


