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UNDERSTANDING THE CHAFFEY
COLLEGE PLACEMENT TEST:
YOUR GATEWAY TO ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

Starting  college  is  an  exciting  yet
sometimes  overwhelming  journey.  One
of  the  first  significant  steps  for  many
new  students  at  Chaffey  College  is
completing  the  Chaffey  College
Placement  Test.  This  assessment  is
designed not as a barrier, but as a tool
to help you begin your college career on
the  right  foot.  It  accurately  measures
your  cu r rent  sk i l l s  i n  Eng l i sh ,
mathematics, and sometimes English as
a Second Language (ESL), ensuring you
are placed in courses that match your
ability  level.  Taking  the  right  courses
from the start  is  crucial  for  building a
strong  academic  foundation,  avoiding
unnecessary frustration, and saving both
time  and  money.  This  comprehensive
guide will  walk you through everything
you need to know about the placement
test, from preparation to understanding
your scores, so you can approach it with
confidence and clarity.

WHAT IS THE CHAFFEY COLLEGE
PLACEMENT TEST?

The  Chaffey  College  Placement  Test  is
an assessment used to determine your
initial course placements in key subjects.
It is not a pass-or-fail exam; rather, it is a
diagnostic tool. The test evaluates your
proficiency  in  reading,  writing,  and

mathematics.  For  students  whose  first
language  is  not  English,  an  additional
ESL assessment may be required.  The
goal is to match you with courses that
are  challenging  enough  to  promote
growth  but  not  so  difficult  that  you
become  overwhelmed.  This  process
helps  Chaffey  College  uphold  its
commitment  to  student  success  by
ensuring  everyone  receives  instruction
appropriate for their skill level.

Who Needs to
Take the
Placement Test?
Most  new  students  who  have  not
previously earned a college degree are
required to complete the Chaffey College
Placement  Test.  However,  there  are
several  important  exceptions.  Students
who have already earned an associate
degree  or  higher,  or  those  who  have
completed  transfer-level  coursework  in
English and math with a grade of C or
better,  may  be  exempt.  Additionally,
students  who submit  official  high school
transcripts showing recent completion of
certain  courses  (such  as  Advanced
P l a c e m e n t  o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Baccalaureate)  or  who  have  qualifying
SAT,  ACT,  or  other  standardized  test
scores may also be waived. It is always a
good  idea  to  check  with  the  Chaffey
College  Assessment  Center  to  verify
your  specific  requirements  before
scheduling  a  test.
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SUBJECTS COVERED ON THE
CHAFFEY COLLEGE PLACEMENT
TEST

The  test  typically  covers  three  main
areas. Understanding what to expect in
each section can help you prepare more
effectively.

English: Reading
and Writing
The  English  portion  of  the  Chaffey
College  Placement  Test  assesses  your
reading  comprehension  and  writing
skills. You will likely encounter passages
that  you  need  to  read  and  answer
questions  about.  These  questions  test
your  ability  to  identify  main  ideas,
understand vocabulary in context, make
inferences,  and  analyze  the  author's
purpose. The writing section may involve
ident i fy ing  errors  in  grammar,
punctuation, and sentence structure, as
well  as  composing  a  short  essay.  The
essay  portion  is  especially  important
because it demonstrates your ability to
organize thoughts, develop a thesis, and
support  arguments  with  evidence.
Preparing for this section by practicing
reading  academic  texts  and  writing
practice essays can significantly improve
your performance.

Mathematics
The  math  section  covers  a  range  of
topics from basic arithmetic and algebra
to  more  advanced  concepts  l ike
geometry  and  statistics,  depending  on
your intended program of study. The test
is  usually  adaptive,  meaning  the
questions  become  harder  or  easier
based on your answers. This ensures a

precise  measurement  of  your  current
math skills. Topics may include integers,
fractions,  decimals,  percentages,
equations,  inequalities,  and  functions.
For  students  pursuing STEM pathways,
the  test  may  extend  into  higher-level
a lgebra  and  p reca l cu lus .  I t  i s
recommended  to  review  fundamental
math  concepts  thoroughly,  as  gaps  in
basic  knowledge  can  affect  your
placement.

English as a
Second
Language (ESL)
For students who learned English as a
second language, an ESL placement test
may  be  required.  This  assessment
evaluates listening, reading, writing, and
speaking  skills.  The  ESL  test  helps
Chaffey  College  determine  the
appropriate  level  of  support  courses
needed  to  improve  your  Engl ish
proficiency  before  you  transition  into
mainstream  college-level  English
classes. Taking this test seriously is vital
because proper placement can make the
difference  between  struggling  in  a  class
and  thriving  with  the  right  level  of
instruction.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE
CHAFFEY COLLEGE PLACEMENT
TEST

Preparation is key to performing well on
the placement test. Fortunately, Chaffey
College  offers  several  resources  to  help
you  get  ready.  The  Chaffey  College
Assessment  Center  provides  free
practice  tests  and study guides  on its
website.  You  can  also  access  online
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tutorials and review materials tailored to
the specific test format used at Chaffey,
which  is  typically  the  ACCUPLACER
system.  Spending  even  a  few  hours
reviewing basic math formulas, grammar
rules,  and  essay  structure  can  boost
your  scores  significantly.  Additionally,
consider  taking  a  practice  test  under
timed conditions to build your stamina
and reduce test anxiety.

Tips for Success
on Test Day

Get a good night's sleep before
the exam. Being well-rested
improves concentration and recall.
Eat a balanced meal
beforehand. Avoid heavy or sugary
foods that might cause energy
crashes.
Arrive early to the testing center.
This gives you time to check in,
find your seat, and settle your
nerves.
Bring required identification
(usually a photo ID) and any
materials specified by the
assessment center.
Read all instructions carefully
before starting each section. Don't
rush through directions.
Manage your time wisely. If you
get stuck on a question, move on
and come back to it later if time
permits.
Stay calm. Remember that this
test is for placement, not
admission. There is no failing
grade.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR SCORES
AND COURSE PLACEMENT

After  completing  the  Chaffey  College

Placement  Test,  you  will  receive  your
scores either immediately (for computer-
based tests) or within a few days. Your
scores determine which courses you are
eligible to enroll in. For example, a high
score in English may allow you to start
directly  in  a  transfer-level  composition
course,  bypassing  any  prerequisite
developmental  classes.  Conversely,  a
lower  score  may  place  you  into  a
foundational course that helps you build
the necessary skills before moving on to
more  advanced  work.  This  system  is
designed  to  maximize your  chances
of academic success by ensuring you
have  the  prerequisite  knowledge  to
handle  course  material.

Can You Retake
the Placement
Test?
Yes, in most cases you can retake the
Chaffey  College  Placement  Test,  but
there  are  usually  restrictions.  Chaffey
College  allows  retakes  after  a  certain
waiting period, typically 14 to 30 days.
Some students choose to retake the test
after  additional  preparation  or  after
completing a refresher course. However,
it is important to note that you cannot
simply retake the test on a whim. You
must follow the college's retake policy,
which may require you to wait for the
designated period and possibly provide
evidence  of  additional  preparation.
Before retaking, consider consulting with
a counselor to discuss whether a retake
is in your best interest based on your
academic goals.

ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL
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PLACEMENT TESTING

In  recent  years,  Chaffey  College  has
adopted  mult ip le  measures  for
placement, recognizing that a single test
may  not  fully  capture  a  student's
abilities.  High  school  GPA,  grades  in
specific  courses  (such  as  senior-year
English or math), and submitted writing
samples  can be used instead of  or  in
combination  with  test  scores.  This
holistic approach allows many students
to avoid placement tests altogether or to
challenge their initial placement. If you
believe  your  test  scores  do  not  reflect
your true potential, you may be able to
submit additional evidence to support a
higher  placement.  Speak  with  an
academic  counselor  at  Chaffey  College
about  the  multiple  measures  options
available to you.

WHY THE PLACEMENT TEST
MATTERS FOR YOUR ACADEMIC
JOURNEY

The  Chaffey  College  Placement  Test  is
more  than  just  a  formality—it  has  a
direct impact on your educational path.
Accurate  placement  ensures  that  you
are  neither  under-challenged  nor  over
your head. Starting in the right course
c a n  s a v e  y o u  f r o m  s p e n d i n g
unnecessary  t ime  and  money  on
remedial classes that you do not need.
Conversely, starting in a course that is
too advanced can lead to poor grades,
frustration,  and even dropping out.  By
taking the placement test seriously and
preparing  adequately,  you  are  taking
control of your academic destiny. Many
students  who  invest  effort  in  preparing
report  higher  placement  and  greater
confidence in their studies.

COMMON MYTHS ABOUT THE
CHAFFEY COLLEGE PLACEMENT
TEST

There  are  several  misconceptions
surrounding  the  placement  test.  Let's
debunk a few of the most common ones.

Myth 1: The test is impossible
to pass. Fact: The test is designed
to measure your current skills, not
to pass or fail you. There is no
such thing as "failing" the Chaffey
College Placement Test.
Myth 2: You can't improve your
score by studying. Fact: Many
students who review material see
a significant increase in their
scores. Preparation is highly
effective.
Myth 3: Only math and English
matter. Fact: While those are the
main sections, ESL students also
need to take the language
assessment if applicable.
Myth 4: The test is adaptive,
so you can't prepare for it.
Fact: Although the format adapts,
the content is predictable. You can
review the basic topics covered.
Myth 5: You only get one
chance. Fact: Retakes are allowed
under specific conditions. You are
not locked into your first score
forever.

RESOURCES FOR CHAFFEY
COLLEGE PLACEMENT TEST
PREPARATION

Chaffey  College  offers  a  wealth  of
resources  to  help  you  succeed.  The
Assessment  Center  provides  study
guides,  sample questions,  and links to
online  practice  platforms.  Additionally,
the Learning Center offers tutoring and
workshops in math and English that can
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refresh your skills.  Many students also
benefit  from  free  online  resources  such
as  the  ACCUPLACER  study  app,  Khan
Academy,  and  local  library  databases.
Working with a study partner or enrolling
in  a  non-credit  refresher  course  on
campus  can  also  be  effective.
Remember,  the  more  familiar  you  are
with  the  test  format  and  content,  the
more confident you will feel.

WHAT TO DO AFTER YOU RECEIVE
YOUR PLACEMENT

Once you have your placement results,
meet  with  an  academic  counselor  at
Chaffey  College.  They  will  help  you
interpret  your  scores,  select  your  first-
semester courses, and discuss your long-
term educational goals. If you are placed
into  developmental  classes,  do  not  be
discouraged.  These  courses  are
designed to strengthen your foundation
and prepare you for college-level work.
M a n y  s t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m p l e t e
developmental sequences go on to excel
in transfer-level courses. If you feel your
placement  is  too  low  and  you  have

evidence  of  stronger  skills  (such  as  a
high  GPA or  writing  sample),  you  can
discuss  the multiple  measures  process
with your counselor to potentially adjust
your placement.

CONCLUSION

The Chaffey College Placement Test is a
valuable tool that helps you start your
college journey on solid ground. Rather
than viewing it as a hurdle, think of it as
an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  your
strengths and identify areas where you
may  need  additional  support.  With
p r o p e r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  a  c l e a r
understanding of the test structure, and
the wealth of resources available to you
through  Chaffey  College,  you  can
approach  the  test  with  confidence.
Remember, the goal is not to achieve a
perfect  score  but  to  ensure  you  are
placed  in  courses  where  you  can
succeed and thrive. Take advantage of
study materials, consult with counselors,
and believe in your ability to grow. Your
academic  future  at  Chaffey  College
starts  here—make  the  most  of  it.


