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UNLOCKING
FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE: A
GUIDE TO
METAPHOR
WORKSHEETS FOR
3RD GRADE

Teaching  figurative
language  to  young
learners can feel like a
d a u n t i n g  t a s k .
However,  introducing
metaphors in the third
grade is a pivotal step
in  developing  reading
comprehension  and
creative  writing  skills.
At  this  age,  students

are  moving  beyond
literal  interpretations
of  text  and  beginning
to  understand  that
w o r d s  c a n  p a i n t
pictures and represent
ideas.  This  is  where
m e t a p h o r
worksheets  for  3rd
grade  become  an
invaluable  classroom
tool.  These  resources
help  bridge  the  gap
between  concrete
thinking  and  abstract
reasoning,  making
learning  both  fun  and
effective.
Metaphors are not just
l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e s
reserved for poetry and
classic  novels.  They
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are  part  of  everyday
speech.  When  a  child
says, "My teacher is a
t reasure  ches t  o f
knowledge,"  they  are
using  a  metaphor.  By
us ing  s t ruc tu red
worksheets,  educators
can  systematically
teach students how to
identify,  interpret,  and
eventually create their
own  metaphors.  This
guide will explore how
to effectively use these
worksheets ,  what
makes a good one, and
why they are essential
f o r  l i t e r a c y
development  in  the
third  grade.

Why
Metaphor
s Matter

in Third
Grade
Third grade is a critical
transition  period  in
elementary  education.
Students  are  moving
from "learning to read"
to  "reading  to  learn."
As  they  encounter
more complex texts in
subjects  like  science,
social  studies,  and
literature,  they  will
frequently come across
figurative  language.
W i t h o u t  a  s o l i d
unders tand ing  o f
metaphors,  much  of
this  meaning  is  lost.
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
metaphors  boosts
comprehension.  I t
allows students to infer
meaning  rather  than
re l y i ng  so l e l y  on
dictionary  definitions.
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t
enriches  their  own
writing. A student who
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can say "The snow was
a  white  blanket  over
the  town"  creates  a
much more vivid image
than  a  student  who
simply says "It snowed
a  lo t . "  Metaphor
worksheets  for  3rd
grade are designed to
target  this  specific
developmental  stage,
using  age-appropriate
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
relatable  themes.

What
Makes an
Effective
Metaphor
Workshee
t for 3rd

Graders?
Not all worksheets are
created  equal.  For  a
t h i r d  g r a d e r ,  a
worksheet  must  be
visually  appealing,
c l e a r ,  a n d
a p p r o p r i a t e l y
challenging.  A  page
filled  with  dense  text
a n d  c o m p l i c a t e d
literary  terminology
w i l l  o n l y  l e a d  t o
frustration.  Here  are
the  key  components
that make a worksheet
effective  for  this  age
group:

Clear
Instructions:
Directions should
be simple and
use language a
third grader can
understand.
Phrases like
"Draw a line to
match the
sentence to its
real meaning"
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are more
effective than
"Identify the
tenor and vehicle
of the
metaphor."
Relatable
Content: Topics
should connect
to a child's world
– school, family,
animals, food,
weather, and
friends.
Metaphors about
"the playground
being a jungle"
or "my brother
being a clown"
resonate well.
Visuals and
Graphics:
Including simple
illustrations or
icons can help
visual learners
grasp the
concept. A
picture of a lion
next to a
metaphor like
"My dad is a lion

when he is
angry" provides
a strong visual
anchor.
Scaffolded
Difficulty: The
best metaphor
worksheets for
3rd grade start
with simple
identification
exercises and
gradually move
toward creation.
For example, a
worksheet might
begin with "Is
this a metaphor?
Yes or No," then
progress to
"What does this
metaphor
mean?" and
finally "Finish
this metaphor."
Variety of
Activities: Keep
students
engaged by
mixing up the
tasks. Include
matching
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exercises, fill-in-
the-blanks,
drawing prompts,
and short writing
activities within a
single worksheet
or set of
worksheets.

Core
Concepts
to Cover
in 3rd
Grade
Metaphor
Workshee
ts
When  designing  or
selecting  worksheets,
ensure they cover the
fundamental aspects of

m e t a p h o r
comprehension  at  this
l e v e l .  A v o i d
overcomplicating  the
concept.  The  primary
goal is recognition and
basic interpretation.

IDENTIFICATION:
WHAT IS A
METAPHOR VS. A
SIMILE

A  common  point  of
confusion  for  third
g r a d e r s  i s  t h e
difference  between  a
metaphor and a simile.
Worksheets  should
explicitly  teach that  a
simile  uses  "like"  or
" a s "  t o  m a k e  a
comparison,  while  a
m e t a p h o r  s a y s
s o m e t h i n g  * i s *
something  e lse.  A
s i m p l e  t a b l e  o r  a
sort ing  act iv i ty  is
highly  effective.  For
example, students can
cut out sentences and
sort  them  into  two
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columns:  "Simile"  and
"Metaphor . "  Th i s
foundational  skill  is
crucial  before  moving
on to deeper analysis.

INTERPRETATION:
WHAT DOES IT
MEAN?
Once  a  student  can
identify  a  metaphor,
t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s
understanding  what  it
i m p l i e s .  I f  t h e
worksheet  says  "Her
voice  is  music  to  my
ears," students need to
infer  that her voice is
pleasant, nice to hear,
o r  c a l m i n g .  T h i s
r e q u i r e s  c r i t i c a l
t h i n k i n g  a n d
c o n t e x t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
M e t a p h o r
worksheets  for  3rd
grade  should  include
questions  like  "What
does this metaphor tell
y o u  a b o u t  t h e
character's  feelings?"

or "Does this metaphor
describe  something
good  or  bad?"

COMPLETION:
FINISH THE
METAPHOR

Th i s  i s  a  c rea t i ve
e x e r c i s e  t h a t
encourages  critical
thinking.  Students  are
given the first half of a
metaphor  and  must
c o m p l e t e  i t .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  " T h e
c l a s s r o o m  w a s  a
_____."  There  is  no
s i n g l e  " c o r r e c t "
answer.  A  student
m i g h t  s a y  " z o o , "
"library," or "beehive."
The  key  is  that  they
justify  their  reasoning.
This  activity  allows
teachers  to  assess
understanding  and
c r e a t i v i t y
simultaneously.

CREATION: WRITE
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YOUR OWN
METAPHORS

The  highest  level  of
mastery  is  creation.
W o r k s h e e t s  t h a t
prompt  students  to
w r i t e  t h e i r  o w n
metaphors  about  their
day,  their  family,  or
their pet are excellent
too ls .  Prov id ing  a
sentence  starter  like
"My dog is a..." or "The
rain  was  a..."  gives
s t r u c t u r e  w h i l e
a l l o w i n g  f o r
i m a g i n a t i v e
expression.  This  is
where  the  learning
truly  sticks.

Integratin
g
Metaphor

Workshee
ts into
Your 3rd
Grade
Curriculu
m
Worksheets should not
be  used  in  isolation.
T h e y  a r e  m o s t
effective  when
in teg ra ted  i n to  a
broader lesson plan on
figurative  language.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical  strategies for
t e a c h e r s  a n d
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
parents:

START WITH
CONCRETE
EXAMPLES

Before  handing  out  a
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worksheet,  introduce
metaphors  through
read-aloud  books.
P icture  books  l ike
Quick as  a  Cricket  by
Audrey  Wood  (which
actually  uses  similes
b u t  i s  a  g r e a t
springboard) or My Dog
Is  as  Smelly  as  Dirty
Socks by Hanoch Piven
c a n  g e t  s t u d e n t s
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t
comparisons.  Then,
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a
w o r k s h e e t  t h a t
reinforces the concept.

USE WORKSHEETS
FOR SMALL GROUP
WORK

Not  all  students  will
grasp metaphors at the
s a m e  p a c e .
Worksheets  can  be
used  in  small,  guided
reading  groups.  This
allows  the  teacher  to
p r o v i d e  d i r e c t
i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d
f e e d b a c k .  F o r

advanced  students,
p r o v i d e  m o r e
challenging metaphor
worksheets  for  3rd
grade  that  require
them to  write  a  short
p a r a g r a p h  u s i n g
multiple  metaphors.
For struggling learners,
focus  on  identification
and  basic  matching
worksheets.

INCORPORATE
VISUAL ARTS

Combine  a  metaphor
worksheet  with an art
p r o j e c t .  A f t e r
c o m p l e t i n g  a
workshee t  where
students  ident i fy
metaphors, have them
choose  their  favorite
one and draw a literal
and  figurative  picture.
For  example,  for  the
metaphor  "Her  smile
was a ray of sunshine,"
they  cou ld  draw  a
picture of a girl smiling
( l i teral )  and  a  sun
shining  (figurative).
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This reinforces the dual
meaning of metaphors
in a fun, hands-on way.

ASSESS PROGRESS
WITH THEMED
WORKSHEETS

U s e  t h e m e d
worksheets throughout
the year to review the
concept. A fall-themed
worksheet  might  use
metaphors  abou t
leaves,  pumpkins,  and
wind. A spring-themed
worksheet  might  use
metaphors  abou t
flowers,  rain,  and
growth. This keeps the
material  fresh  and
shows  students  that
m e t a p h o r s  a r e
everywhere, not just in
a  l a n g u a g e  a r t s
textbook.

Sample

Lesson
Plan
Using a
Metaphor
Workshee
t
H e r e  i s  a  q u i c k ,
effective  lesson
structure you can use
with  any  high-quality
m e t a p h o r
worksheets  for  3rd
grade.

Hook (51.
minutes): Write
the sentence
"The moon is a
giant flashlight in
the sky" on the
board. Ask
students, "Is the
moon really a
flashlight? What
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does this
sentence mean?"
Get them
thinking about
comparisons.
Direct2.
Instruction (10
minutes):
Explain the
definition of a
metaphor.
Compare it to a
simile. Write
several examples
on the board and
have students
vote on whether
they are similes
or metaphors.
Guided3.
Practice (15
minutes): Hand
out a metaphor
worksheet. Work
through the first
section together
as a class. Read
the sentences
aloud and
discuss the
answers. Model
your thinking

process: "I see
that this
sentence doesn't
use 'like' or 'as,'
so I think it's a
metaphor. It says
the classroom is
a zoo, so it must
be noisy and
chaotic."
Independent4.
Practice (15
minutes):
Students
complete the
rest of the
worksheet on
their own or with
a partner. Walk
around the room
to offer support
and clarify
misunderstandin
gs.
Share and5.
Reflect (5
minutes): Have
a few students
share their
answers,
especially for the
creative "finish
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the metaphor"
section.
Celebrate unique
and thoughtful
answers. This
validates their
effort and
encourages risk-
taking.

Common
Challenge
s and
How
Workshee
ts Can
Help
Third  graders  often
face  specific  hurdles
when  learning  about
m e t a p h o r s .
Understanding  these
challenges  can  help

you  select  the  best
w o r k s h e e t s  a n d
teaching strategies.

Literal
Thinking: Some
students struggle
to move beyond
the literal
meaning of
words. A
worksheet that
explicitly shows
the two
meanings side-
by-side can be
very helpful. For
instance, a chart
with "Metaphor,"
"What it says,"
and "What it
means."
Confusing
Metaphors with
Personification
: While both are
figurative
language,
personification
gives human
qualities to
objects.
Worksheets that
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focus exclusively
on metaphors,
without mixing in
other devices,
are better for
initial learning.
Overthinking
the "Like" or
"As" Rule: Some
students learn
that "like" or "as"
always indicates
a simile. This is
generally true,
but they may get
confused if the
word "like" is
used in a literal
way (e.g., "I like
pizza").
Worksheets
should use clear,
unambiguous
examples to
avoid this
confusion.
Fear of Being
Wrong: Creative
exercises like
"finish the
metaphor" can
be intimidating.

Emphasize that
there are no
wrong answers
as long as the
student can
explain their
reasoning. A
supportive
classroom
culture is just as
important as the
worksheet itself.

Where to
Find
High-
Quality
Metaphor
Workshee
ts for 3rd
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Grade
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
resources available for
teachers  and  parents,
but quality varies. Look
for worksheets that are
specifically  labeled  for
third  grade  or  grades
2 - 4 .  R e p u t a b l e
educational  websites,
teacher  supply  stores,
and  teacher-created
resource platforms are
excellent  places  to
start.  When  selecting,
always  preview  the
worksheet  to  ensure
the  vocabulary  and
sentence  complexity
are  appropriate  for
your students. Look for
clear  fonts,  sufficient
wh i te  space ,  and
engaging  activities.
Remember, the goal of
m e t a p h o r
worksheets  for  3rd
grade  i s  t o  make
learning accessible and
en joyab le ,  no t  to

overwhelm  students
with  academic  jargon.

Extendin
g the
Learning
Beyond
the
Workshee
t
While worksheets are a
fantastic  structured
tool,  learning  should
n o t  e n d  t h e r e .
Encourage students to
become  "metaphor
detectives"  in  their
everyday  reading.
When you are reading
a  story  aloud  during
story time, pause when
y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a
m e t a p h o r .  A s k
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students to signal with
a thumbs up when they
hear  one.  This  builds
active  listening  skills
and  reinforces  the
concept  in  a  natural
context.  Additionally,
encourage students to
use metaphors in their
daily  journal  writing.
Prompt  them  wi th
questions  like  "What
kind of weather is your
mood  today?"  or  "If
your backpack were an
animal,  what  would  it
be? "  These  qu i ck
a c t i v i t i e s  m a k e
figurative  language  a
natural  part  of  their
communication toolkit.

CONCLUSION:
BUILDING A
FOUNDATION FOR
LIFELONG
LITERACY

Mastering  metaphors
in  the  third  grade  is
more than just a box to
check on a curriculum
m a p .  I t  i s  a b o u t

open ing  a  door  to
richer,  more  nuanced
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
M e t a p h o r
worksheets  for  3rd
grade  provide  the
structured,  repetitive
practice  that  young
l e a r n e r s  n e e d  t o
i n t e r n a l i z e  t h i s
complex  concept.  By
using  well-designed
worksheets  that  focus
on  identification,
interpretation,  and
creation, educators can
help  students  become
more confident readers
and  more  expressive
writers.  As  students
l e a r n  t o  s e e  t h e
extraordinary  in  the
ordinary, they develop
a  deeper  appreciation
for  the  beauty  and
flexibility  of  language.
S ta r t  w i th  a  so l i d
worksheet,  build  on  it
w i t h  e n g a g i n g
activities,  and  watch
your  third  graders
transform into budding
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poets  and  insightful readers.


