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In the vast landscape of contemporary Christian fiction, few names resonate as deeply as Karen
Kingsbury. Known as the “Queen of Christian Fiction,” Kingsbury has a unique gift for weaving
narratives that explore the raw, often painful edges of human experience while pointing
unmistakably toward a message of hope. Among her vast library, the Redemption series stands as
a cornerstone—a five-book saga that launched the beloved Baxter Family universe. For readers
searching for Redemption By Karen Kingsbury, books about redemption by Karen
Kingsbury, or looking to use online viewer to access these transformative stories, this article will
serve as your comprehensive guide.

Whether you are a longtime fan returning to the Baxters or a new reader curious about the themes
of forgiveness, family, and second chances, the Redemption series offers an emotional journey that
is both heart-wrenching and uplifting. Let's explore why these books have captivated millions, what
themes they tackle, and how you can dive into the story—whether through print, e-book, or an
online viewer.

WHAT IS THE REDEMPTION SERIES BY KAREN KINGSBURY?

The Redemption series, co-written by Karen Kingsbury and Gary Smalley, consists of five novels:
Redemption, Remember, Return, Rejoice, and Reunion. First published between 2002 and 2004, the
series introduced the Baxter family—a large, faith-driven clan living in Bloomington, Indiana. The
Baxters quickly became a literary phenomenon, spawning more than 20 subsequent books and spin-
offs.

The series centers on the lives of the five Baxter siblings—Kari, Ashley, Luke, Erin, and Brooke—and
their parents, John and Elizabeth. Each book tackles a major life crisis or moral dilemma, all under
the overarching theme of redemption. Kingsbury masterfully uses the family dynamic to explore
how grace can heal even the deepest wounds.

The Core Storyline of the First Book:
Redemption

The debut novel, simply titled Redemption, focuses on Kari Baxter Jacobs. Kari is a young wife who
discovers that her husband, Tim, has been unfaithful. She is devastated, but instead of succumbing
to bitterness, she chooses a path of forgiveness and reconciliation—a choice that tests every ounce
of her faith. The book sets the stage for the series by asking a profound question: What does true
redemption look like in the midst of personal betrayal?

Kari's journey is not a simple, saccharine tale. Kingsbury explores the emotional chaos of infidelity,
the struggle to trust again, and the role of community—specifically the unwavering support of the
Baxter family. Through Kari, readers see that redemption is not a one-time event but a daily choice
to let go of anger and embrace grace.

WHY THE THEME OF REDEMPTION RESONATES SO POWERFULLY

At its heart, Redemption By Karen Kingsbury is not just a story about one character—it is a
mirror held up to the human condition. Everyone, at some point, needs redemption. Whether from a
broken relationship, a past mistake, a hidden sin, or a shattered dream, the desire for a second
chance is universal.

Kingsbury's genius lies in her ability to make this theological concept feel deeply personal. She
doesn't preach from a pulpit; instead, she invites readers into the living rooms, kitchens, and
hospital rooms of the Baxter family. You cry with them, you laugh with them, and you learn with
them. The books are filled with Scripture, prayer, and faith-based discussions, but they never feel
forced. They are seamlessly woven into the narrative as natural responses to life's tragedies.

For readers seeking books about redemption by Karen Kingsbury, the entire series is a
masterclass in character arcs. From Kari's marital crisis in Redemption to Ashley's prodigal daughter
story in Remember, each sibling confronts a significant flaw or failure and discovers that redemption
is available—not through their own perfection, but through God's relentless love.

EXPLORING THE OTHER BOOKS IN THE SERIES

To fully appreciate the scope of the Redemption series, it's helpful to know the focus of each
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volume. While the keyword emphasizes Redemption By Karen Kingsbury, the entire series is
essentially about redemption in various forms.

Remember (Book 2)

This book centers on Ashley Baxter, the free-spirited younger sister who has distanced herself from
the family and her faith. After a series of poor decisions, Ashley returns home pregnant and
unmarried—a scandal in the small-town, Christian community. The story follows her journey of
humility, reconciliation with her family, and rediscovery of grace. Ashley's story is particularly
beloved because it shows that even the "prodigal" can come home.

Return (Book 3)

The third installment focuses on Luke Baxter, the eldest son who has always been the responsible
one. But Luke's life takes a complicated turn when he faces an unexpected pregnancy with his
girlfriend, Reagan. The novel explores themes of choice, consequence, and the redemption that
comes from taking responsibility. It also introduces a legal drama that tests the family’s faith in the
justice system.

Rejoice (Book 4)

This book brings the entire family together as tragedy strikes. Elizabeth Baxter, the matriarch, is
diagnosed with cancer. The story is about learning to rejoice in the midst of suffering—a profound
lesson in redemption through perspective. Meanwhile, Brooke, the oldest sister, faces the agony of
her son's severe illness. The narrative intertwines grief with hope, reminding readers that
redemption often comes through surrender.

Reunion (Book 5)

The final book in the series brings all the threads together. John and Elizabeth's love story is
revisited, and the family must prepare for an inevitable goodbye. Yet even in death, there is
redemption—healed relationships, forgiven grudges, and a legacy of faith. The book is an emotional
tour de force that leaves readers reaching for tissues while feeling uplifted.

HOW TO ACCESS THE REDEMPTION SERIES: PRINT, E-BOOK, AND ONLINE VIEWER

For those ready to begin their journey with the Baxter family, accessing the books has never been
easier. The keyword mentions or use online viewer, which suggests a need for digital reading
options. Here are the primary ways to read Redemption By Karen Kingsbury and the rest of the
series.

1. Physical Books and Audiobooks

The series is widely available at major bookstores, Christian retailers, and online marketplaces like
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Christianbook.com. You can purchase the box set or individual
volumes. Audiobooks narrated by talented voice actors bring the heart of the story to life, perfect for
commuting or listening at home.

2. E-book Formats (Kindle, Nook, etc.)

Digital editions are available for Kindle, Apple Books, Google Play Books, and other platforms. E-
books allow you to adjust font size, highlight passages, and search for specific verses or scenes. This
is a convenient option for those who prefer reading on a tablet or phone.

3. Using an Online Viewer - Digital
Libraries and Subscription Services

The phrase use online viewer likely refers to reading the books on a web-based platform. Some
popular options include:

e Kindle Cloud Reader: If you purchase the Kindle version, you can read it in any web browser
using the Cloud Reader. No device needed—just log into your Amazon account, open the book,
and read instantly.

e Library Apps (Libby, Hoopla, OverDrive): Many public libraries offer digital lending
through apps like Libby or Hoopla. You can borrow the e-book or audiobook for free if your
library has a copy. Hoopla often has immediate availability without hold times.

e Christianbook.com's Online Reader: Some Christian retailers offer browser-based readers
for purchased e-books. Check your purchase options.

* Google Books Preview: For a limited preview of the first few chapters, you can use the
"Preview" feature on Google Books. This is a helpful way to get a feel for the writing style
before committing to a purchase.

Using an online viewer is particularly helpful for readers who do not own a dedicated e-reader or
who want to read on their laptop or Chromebook. It also allows you to sync your reading progress
across multiple devices if you use an app like Kindle.

WHY THESE BOOKS ARE MORE THAN JUST FICTION

Many readers describe the Redemption series as a lifeline during difficult times. The themes of
redemption, forgiveness, and unconditional love speak to people from all walks of life—not only
Christians. While the books are unapologetically faith-based, the emotional truths are universal. The
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Baxter family feels real because they struggle with the same issues we do: pride, jealousy, fear, and
grief.

One of the most powerful aspects of the series is its portrayal of marriage and family. Kingsbury
does not shy away from showing the messiness of relationships—the arguments, the
misunderstandings, the silent treatments. Yet, she always offers a path toward healing. The role of
prayer in each character's decision-making is treated with respect, and readers often find
themselves inspired to deepen their own spiritual lives.

The Role of Gary Smalley’s Insights

The collaboration with Gary Smalley, a well-known Christian counselor and author, adds an element
of practical wisdom. Smalley’s expertise in family dynamics and marital communication enriches the
novels with authentic dialogue and realistic conflict resolution. This partnership ensures that the
books about redemption by Karen Kingsbury are not just entertaining but also edifying.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REDEMPTION SERIES

1. Do I need to read the books in order? Yes. The Redemption series is best read in
chronological order because character development and relationships build upon previous
events. Start with Redemption.

2. Are the books suitable for teens? The series deals with mature themes like infidelity,

pregnancy out of wedlock, terminal illness, and moral dilemmas. While written in a clean, non-
explicit manner, parental guidance is recommended for younger teens.

3. Can | read the Redemption series without reading the other Baxter books?
Absolutely. This series is the foundation. Subsequent series like Firstborn, Sunrise, and Baxters
continue the story, but you can enjoy Redemption as a complete arc on its own.

4. Is there a movie or TV adaptation? As of now, there is no official film adaptation of the
original Redemption series, but there have been film versions of later Baxter books. Fans
eagerly await a full series adaptation.

CONCLUSION

The Redemption By Karen Kingsbury series is more than a collection of novels—it is a literary
experience that invites readers into a family where love is tested, faith is refined, and grace always
wins. Whether you hold a physical book in your hands, scroll on an e-reader, or use online viewer
via a library app or cloud service, the story of the Baxters will stay with you long after you turn the
last page.

If you are searching for books about redemption by Karen Kingsbury, look no further. Start
with Redemption, the first book, and prepare to be swept into a world where every broken piece
finds its place. These stories remind us that no matter how far we have strayed, there is always a
way back—through love, through family, and through the hope that never fails.

So go ahead. Find your preferred online viewer, borrow a copy from your local library, or buy the box
set. The Baxter family is waiting to welcome you home.



