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When viewers think of the timeless love
story between Belle and the Beast, their
minds almost immediately turn to the
candlelit ballroom dance, the iconic rose,
and the triumphant breaking of the

curse. Yet, nestled within the Disney
canon is a lesser-known but equally
heartwarming tale: Disney Beauty And
The Beast The Enchanted Christmas.
This direct-to-video sequel, released in
1997, takes us back to the perilous days
of the original curse, but this time, the
season of winter and the spirit of
Christmas become the central stage for
an emotional struggle between hope and
despair.

For fans of the original film, The
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Enchanted Christmas offers a deeper
exploration of the Beast's inner turmoil
and Belle's unwavering compassion. It is
a story that ingeniously uses the festive
backdrop to amplify the stakes: the
Beast, stubborn and defeated, has no
room in his cold heart for joy, let alone
Christmas. Belle, however, sees the
holiday as a beacon of light—a chance to
thaw the icy loneliness that grips the
castle. This article will explore the plot,
the new and returning characters, the
thematic resonance of the story, and
why this holiday special remains a
beloved, if sometimes overlooked, gem
in the Disney library.

Setting the
Scene: The
Darkest Hour
Before the Curse

The narrative of Disney Beauty And
The Beast The Enchanted Christmas
cleverly inserts itself into the timeline of
the original film. It takes place during
the winter of the Beast's enchanted
existence, well before the last petal of
the enchanted rose falls. The opening
scenes remind us of the Beast's rage
and despair; he has all but given up on
love and is retreating deeper into his

2 Disney Beauty And The Beast The Enchanted Christmas

2024-03-29



Disney Beauty And The Beast The Enchanted Christmas 3

feral nature. The once-grand castle,
already frozen in a state of magical
decay, is now physically buried under a
heavy blanket of snow, mirroring the
emotional freeze of its master.

It is in this bleak setting that Belle
decides to organize a Christmas
celebration. She believes that the spirit
of giving and togetherness might just be
the key to cracking the Beast's armor of
bitterness. The servants—Lumiere,
Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts, and Chip—are
initially thrilled. For them, Christmas is a
cherished memory from the days before
the curse, a time of warmth and
laughter. However, they quickly realize
that the Beast's hatred of his condition
extends to any reminder of the happy
human life he once led—and that
includes Christmas.

THE VILLAIN OF THE SEASON:
FORTE THE PIPE ORGAN

One of the most compelling additions to
the cast is the primary antagonist, Forte,
a massive pipe organ who was once the
Beast's court composer. Voiced with
chilling elegance by Tim Curry, Forte is a
manipulative, bitter presence. Unlike the
comedic antagonism of Gaston, Forte’s
malice is born from twisted loyalty and
self-preservation. He is the physical
embodiment of the belief that the
Beast’'s only chance at happiness is to
remain a beast—because if the curse
breaks, Forte will lose his ability to play
music forever (as he is magically fused
to the organ).

Forte's schemes to ruin Belle’s
Christmas plan form the central conflict.



He uses his music to hypnotize the other
objects and manipulate the Beast into
destroying any hope of love or joy. His
song, "Don't Fall in Love," is a
masterclass in seductive villainy, urging
the Beast to cling to his anger. Forte's
presence elevates the stakes beyond a
simple "Christmas is coming" plot; he
represents the seductive pull of despair,
the voice that tells us it is easier to give
up than to risk being hurt again.

New Characters
and Returning

Favorites

While Forte is the standout new
character, Disney Beauty And The
Beast The Enchanted Christmas also
introduces a charming sidekick: Fife the
piccolo, Forte’'s bumbling and easily
frightened assistant. Fife provides comic
relief and a clear contrast to Forte’s dark
ambition. His eventual redemption arc,
where he helps Belle and the others
thwart Forte’s plan, mirrors the broader
themes of choosing kindness over fear.

The beloved original characters also get
moments to shine. Lumiere, the
candelabra, is as flamboyantly optimistic
as ever, dreaming of a spectacular
Christmas feast. Cogsworth, the mantle
clock, is the perfect foil, worrying about
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the Beast’s wrath and the logistics of
such a celebration. Mrs. Potts and her
son Chip, the teapot and teacup, provide
the emotional core; Mrs. Potts’s soothing
voice narrates the story, reminding us
that the magic of Christmas is about
faith in the impossible. Chip, as always,
represents innocent wonder, asking the
guestions that the adults are too afraid
to voice.

The Music Score
and Key Songs

No discussion of this film is complete
without addressing its music. The score,
composed by Rachel Portman, is a
beautiful and haunting accompaniment
that feels perfectly suited to the wintry

setting. The songs, with lyrics by Don
Black, have a different flavor than the
Alan Menken/Howard Ashman classics.
They are more focused on character
development and internal conflict.

e "Stories" - Sung by Belle, this
opening number establishes her
longing for adventure and her
belief that stories—including the
story of Christmas—can inspire
change. It is a gentle, introspective
piece.

e "Don't Fall in Love" - Forte’s
villain song is a dark, jazzy waltz. It
is manipulative and powerful,
showing how he uses his musical
talent to poison the Beast's mind.

e "As Long as There's Christmas"
- The film's central theme song,



performed by the full ensemble.
This song is the emotional turning
point where the characters,
including a reluctant Beast, begin
to believe in the possibility of
hope. It ties the magic of
Christmas to the magic of love.

e "A Cut Above the Rest" - A
lively, playful number about the
tradition of selecting and
decorating a Christmas tree. It
provides a much-needed moment
of lighthearted fun before the
story's darkest moments.

While none of these songs reached the
iconic status of "Be Our Guest" or
"Beauty and the Beast," they are well-
crafted and integral to the narrative. The
choir-driven "As Long as There's

Christmas" has become a favorite for
many families during the holiday season.

Thematic Depth:
Hope in the
Coldest Season

The strength of Disney Beauty And
The Beast The Enchanted Christmas
lies in its thematic richness. It uses the
holiday setting not merely as a gimmick,
but as a powerful metaphor. Winter, in
the story, represents the Beast's
emotional state: barren, freezing, and
seemingly endless. Christmas, with its
traditions of light, community, and
giving, represents the
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opposite—warmth, connection, and

renewal.

Belle’s determination to celebrate
Christmas is, in essence, an act of
defiance against the curse. She refuses
to let the Beast's darkness dictate the
atmosphere of the castle. She
demonstrates that even in the most
hopeless circumstances, one can choose
to create joy. This is a profound message
for viewers of all ages, especially during
the real-life winter holidays when
seasonal depression and loneliness can
be acute.

Furthermore, the film explores the idea
that giving up is the worst form of
defeat. The Beast, by rejecting
Christmas, is essentially embracing his
curse. Forte plays on this, convincing the
Beast that trying to love is pointless.

Belle counters this by showing that the
act of trying—of opening one's heart,
even a little—is itself a victory. The
climax, where the Beast finally allows
himself to experience joy while dancing
with Belle in the snow, is a powerful
allegory for choosing vulnerability over
isolation.

Animation and
Visual Style

Although The Enchanted Christmas was
produced as a direct-to-video sequel, it
boasts a higher quality of animation than
many other Disney sequels of that era.
The character models remain faithful to
the original film, and the winter
landscapes are rendered with beautiful,



soft pastels. The enchanted forest
scenes, with snow clinging to every
branch, have a storybook quality that
suits the narrative.

The design of Forte’s organ body is
particularly impressive. The intricate
pipes and keys are animated with a
sense of organic menace, and his dark,
booming visual presence contrasts
sharply with the warm glow of the
Christmas tree and the fireplace. The
animators did an excellent job of making
a stationary object feel dynamic and
threatening.

Reception and

Legacy

Upon its release, Disney Beauty And
The Beast The Enchanted Christmas
received mixed reviews from critics, with
some deriding it as a cash grab.
However, for the target audience of
children and families, it was a welcome
extension of a beloved world. Over the
years, its reputation has grown
significantly. Many Millennials and Gen Z
viewers now look back on it with
immense nostalgia, considering it an
essential part of their Christmas viewing
tradition alongside classics like The
Nightmare Before Christmas or Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer.

The film also holds a special place as
one of the earliest examples of Disney
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revisiting a fairy tale to tell a seasonal
story—a trend that would later be seen
with Frozen and its holiday shorts. It
demonstrated that the "happily ever
after" is not the only story worth telling;
sometimes, the most compelling
narratives are the ones that show how
that happiness was kept alive during the
darkest times.

Why Watch It
This Holiday
Season?

If you have never seen Disney Beauty
And The Beast The Enchanted
Christmas, or if you have not watched it

since childhood, it is well worth
revisiting. It offers a more intimate look
at the Beast's character arc, showing his
struggle not just with the curse, but with
his own self-loathing. It gives Belle a
proactive role as a bringer of light, not
just a passive love interest. And it
presents a villain whose motivations are
tragically understandable, even if his
actions are despicable.

For families, it is an ideal length
(approximately 72 minutes) for a cozy
movie night. The message is clear: the
spirit of Christmas is about more than
presents or decorations. It is about
choosing to hope, choosing to love, and
choosing to be the person who lights the
fire in a cold room. The film reminds us
that even a beast can learn to be gentle,
and that a single act of kindness can



change the world.

In an age where holiday media often
leans into cynicism or hyper-
commercialism, Beauty and the Beast:
The Enchanted Christmas stands as a
sweet, sincere artifact. It believes in the
power of stories to heal, just as Belle
does. And ultimately, that belief is the
most enchanted gift of all.

CONCLUSION: A GIFT THAT
KEEPS GIVING

Disney Beauty And The Beast The
Enchanted Christmas may not have
the same prestige as the original 1991
masterpiece, but it deserves recognition
as a thoughtful, heartfelt holiday story. It
expands the world of the castle,
introduces memorable new characters
like Forte and Fife, and delivers a
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powerful message about the courage
required to hope again. By returning to
the darkest moment of the Beast’s life
and showing how Belle’s love and the
spirit of Christmas together began to
thaw his heart, the film enriches our
understanding of the classic tale. It is a
reminder that magic can be found in the
most unlikely times and
places—especially during the cold, quiet
winter. So, gather your loved ones, make
some hot cocoa, and let this enchanting
Christmas story remind you that it is
never too late to let the light back in.

1. Key Takeaway: The film is set
during the original curse's
timeline, not after.

2. New Villain: Forte the pipe organ
provides a unique antagonist
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driven by fear of losing his talent. community can overcome even
3. Core Message: Hope and the deepest despair.
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