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THE UNLIKELY FUSION: HOW JAY-
Z AND LINKIN PARK REDEFINED
“99 PROBLEMS”

In the early 2000s, the music landscape
was  a  battlefield  of  genres.  Hip-hop
reigned supreme in the clubs, while nu-
metal dominated rock radio. Few would
have  guessed  that  a  collaboration
between  rap  royalty  Jay-Z  and  the

angsty, genre-blending rock band Linkin
Pa rk  wou ld  become  a  cu l tu ra l
touchstone. Yet, in 2004, the two worlds
collided on the Collision Course EP, a six-
track  project  that  mashed  Jay-Z’s
greatest hits with Linkin Park’s biggest
anthems.  Among the  most  memorable
fusions was the “99 Problems Remix”
— a track that combined Jay-Z’s iconic
storytelling with Linkin Park’s explosive
instrumentation. This article dives deep
into  the  creation,  impact,  and  lasting
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legacy of the 99 Problems Remix Jay
Z  Linkin  Park,  exploring  how  two
seemingly  opposite  forces  created
something  wholly  original.

A Brief History:
Jay‑Z and Linkin
Park Before the
Collision
Before they ever shared a studio, both
acts were at the peak of their powers.
Jay‑Z had just released The Black Album
in 2003, a record that many considered
his retirement project (though he would
later return). The album featured the hit

single “99 Problems,” a gritty narrative
about  racial  profiling,  street  credibility,
and  the  struggles  of  fame.  The  track,
produced  by  Rick  Rubin,  relied  on  a
sparse  guitar  riff  and  a  relentless  beat,
with  Jay‑Z’s  razor‑sharp  verses  driving
the story.
Meanwhile, Linkin Park was riding high
on  the  success  of  their  second  studio
album  Meteora  (2003).  The  band  had
already  cemented  their  status  as
nu‑metal  pioneers,  blending  rap‑rock,
electronic  elements,  and  emotional
lyrics.  Their  song “Points  of  Authority”
became one of their most recognizable
tracks,  known for  its  aggressive guitar
riffs  and  Mike  Shinoda’s  rapid‑fire
rapp ing .  The  two  ac ts  seemed
complementary yet distinct — and when
MTV  proposed  a  unique  mash‑up
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performance  for  their  “Ult imate
Mash‑Ups”  series,  the  idea  sparked  a
historic collaboration.

THE BIRTH OF THE “COLLISION
COURSE” EP

MTV’s initiative brought Jay‑Z and Linkin
Park  together  for  a  one‑off  live  show  in
2004.  The  goal  was  to  blend  their
catalogues in a way that felt organic, not
forced.  The  result  was  a  six‑track  EP
produced  by  Mike  Shinoda  and  Jay‑Z
himself. Each track on Collision Course
is a seamless fusion of a Jay‑Z song with
a Linkin Park track. The EP debuted at
number one on the Billboard 200, selling
over 368,000 copies in its first week — a
tes tament  t o  the  appe t i t e  f o r
cross‑genre  experiments.
The  99  Problems  Remix  paired  “99

Problems” with “Points of Authority,” a
combinat ion  that  turned  heads
immediately.  Where  the  original  “99
Problems” was minimalistic  and driven
by narrative, the remix injected the raw
energy of Linkin Park’s rock foundation,
transforming  the  track  into  a  visceral
anthem.

Deconstructing
the “99
Problems” /
“Points of
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Authority”
Mashup
At its core, the 99 Problems Remix Jay
Z  Linkin  Park  is  a  masterclass  in
complementary  arranging.  The  song
begins with the iconic riff from “Points of
Authority”  —  a  distorted,  descending
guitar line that immediately sets a tense,
aggressive  mood.  Jay‑Z’s  a  cappella
vocals from the original “99 Problems”
are then layered over this riff, with minor
adjustments to tempo and key to make
the fusion flawless.

Instrumentation: Linkin Park’s
band (guitarist Brad Delson,
bassist Dave Farrell, drummer Rob

Bourdon) re‑recorded parts of
“Points of Authority” to match the
B‑PM and energy of Jay‑Z’s vocal
delivery. Chester Bennington’s
screams and melodic hooks were
placed strategically, often
punctuating Jay‑Z’s verses.
Lyrical interplay: The remix
retains the full original lyrics of “99
Problems” — Jay‑Z’s tale of a
traffic stop, his defiance, and his
reflections on fame. Linkin Park’s
lyrics from “Points of Authority” (“I
can’t hold it, I can’t hold it…”) are
used as a bridge and chorus,
creating a dialogue about inner
turmoil that mirrors Jay‑Z’s
external conflict.
Production tricks: Mike Shinoda
added electronic glitches,
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scratches, and layered backing
vocals. The bass line hits harder,
and the snare drum has a
metal‑tinged attack, giving the
track a heaviness that the original
didn’t have.

WHY THIS REMIX RESONATED

The  99  Problems  Remix  didn’t  just
appeal  to  fans  of  either  artist  —  it
crossed over to a new demographic. At a
time  when  rock  purists  and  hip‑hop
heads often dismissed each other, this
col laboration  proved  that  genre
boundaries  could  be  blurred  without
sacrificing  quality.  Several  factors
contributed  to  its  widespread  appeal:

1. Respect for
Both Sides
Jay‑Z and Linkin Park didn’t merely layer
one track over another; they respected
the  integrity  of  each  component.  The
narrative  of  “99  Problems”  remained
intact, while the raw energy of “Points of
Authority”  elevated  the  emotional
stakes. This mutual respect is evident in
how the two bands performed the remix
live  — they  shared  the  stage,  trading
verses and instrumentals  with  genuine
chemistry.
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2. Cultural
Context of the

Mid‑2000s
The  remix  arrived  at  a  time  when
mash‑ups were becoming popular (think
of  the  Grey  Album  by  Danger  Mouse,
which blended Jay‑Z and The Beatles).
But  the  99  Problems  Remix  Jay  Z
Linkin  Park  was  official,  endorsed  by
both  part ies,  and  produced  with
professional  polish.  It  legitimized  the
idea that rap and rock could coexist in a
single, fully realized track.

3. Chester
Bennington’s
Vocal
Contribution
Chester  Bennington’s  iconic  scream,
used sparingly in the remix, adds a layer
of catharsis. In the original, Jay‑Z’s calm
delivery  during  the  traffic  stop  scene
creates  tens ion .  In  the  remix ,
Bennington’s  howls  mi r ror  the
protagonist’s internal rage, making the
listener feel the fear and frustration of
the  moment.  This  emotional  depth  is
part  of  why  the  remix  remains  a  fan
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favourite.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND CHART
PERFORMANCE

Upon  its  release,  the  99  Problems
Remix  received  rave  reviews  from
critics.  Rolling  Stone  praised  it  as  “a
surprisingly cohesive blend.” NME called
it  “one  of  the  best  mash‑ups  of  the
decade.” The track, along with the rest
of  the Collision Course  EP,  helped the
project achieve multi‑platinum status. It
also  earned a  Grammy nomination for
Best  Rap/Sung Collaboration (though it
lost to another Jay‑Z feature, “Crazy in
Love”).
Commercially,  the  remix  was  a  radio
staple.  It  received  heavy  rotation  on
both rock and hip‑hop stations,  a rare
feat.  The  music  video,  which  blended

footage  f rom  both  ar t i s ts ’  l i ve
performances,  added  to  the  track’s
visual  appeal.  Even  today,  the  99
Problems Remix Jay Z Linkin Park is
one of  the  most‑streamed tracks  from
the  EP  on  platforms  like  Spotify  and
YouTube.

LEGACY: HOW THE REMIX
CHANGED GENRE BLENDING

Looking back, the 99 Problems Remix
paved  the  way  for  future  cross‑genre
collaborations.  Artists like Post Malone,
Lil Nas X, and Machine Gun Kelly have
cited the Collision Course project as an
influence.  It  demonstrated  that  fans  of
different  genres  can  find  common
ground  when  the  artistry  is  authentic.
Moreover,  the  remix  has  become  a
staple in live performances. Linkin Park



8

8 99 Problems Remix Jay Z Linkin Park 2022-07-05

often  incorporated  it  into  their  setlists
during  their  2005  tour,  and  Jay‑Z
occasionally performed it as part of his
medleys.  After  Chester  Bennington’s
passing in 2017, the track took on new
emotional weight — fans hear his voice
and remember  the  unique synergy  he
brought to the collaboration.

The Remix’s
Place in Hip‑Hop
and Rock History
For  hip‑hop,  the 99 Problems Remix
showed  that  a  rapper  cou ld  be
v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  a g g r e s s i v e
simultaneously, while the rock world saw

that  nu‑metal  could  evolve  beyond
simple  rap‑rock  clichés.  Linkin  Park’s
willingness to hand the mic to Jay‑Z —
and  Jay‑Z’s  trust  in  a  rock  band’s
arrangement — broke down barriers that
had long divided radio formats. The track
is  now studied  in  music  schools  as  a
textbook  example  of  how  to  craft  a
mash‑up  that  feels  like  a  unified  song
rather  than  a  gimmick.

SEMANTIC CONNECTIONS:
RELATED KEYWORDS AND
CONTEXT

When  discussing  the  99  Problems
Remix Jay Z Linkin Park, it’s natural to
explore  related  semantic  terms.
“Col l is ion  Course  album”  is  the
overarching  project.  “Numb/Encore”  is
another famous mash‑up from that EP.
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“Mike  Shinoda  production”  and  “Rick
Rubin influence” also surface. The remix
sits  at  the  intersection  of  “rap  rock
fusion,” “mash‑up culture,” and “2000s
genre  blending.”  Understanding  these
connections helps readers see the bigger
picture of how this single track fits into a
broader musical revolution.

HOW TO EXPERIENCE THE REMIX
TODAY

If you haven’t heard the 99 Problems
Remix in a while, it’s widely available on
streaming services. For the best listening
experience, use high‑quality headphones
or a decent sound system. The remix’s
dynamic  range  —  f rom  Jay ‑Z ’ s
conversational  tone  to  the  explosive
guitar riffs — rewards attentive listening.
You  can  also  watch  the  official  live

performance  from the  Collision  Course
DVD,  which  captures  the  electricity  of
the  two  acts  sharing  a  stage.  It’s  a
reminder  of  an  era  when  musical
boundaries  were  tested  with  courage
and creativity.
For new listeners, the track serves as an
accessible entry point into both Jay‑Z’s
and  Linkin  Park’s  catalogues.  From
there,  you  might  explore  The  Black
Album for the original “99 Problems” or
Hybrid Theory for the full scope of Linkin
Park’s sound. The remix acts as a bridge
— not just between genres, but between
generations of music fans.

CONCLUSION

The 99 Problems Remix Jay Z Linkin
Park is far more than a novelty. It’s a
testament to the power of collaboration
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that respects artistic integrity. By fusing
Jay‑Z’s  poetic  storytelling  with  Linkin
Park’s  visceral  rock  energy,  the  remix
broke  through  the  no ise  o f  the
mid‑2000s music scene and left a lasting
imprint. Two decades later, it still sounds

fresh  —  a  rare  achievement  for  any
remix. Whether you’re a hip‑hop head, a
rock fan, or simply a lover of innovative
music,  this  track  proves  that  when
artists  put  aside  genre  loyalties,  they
can create something truly timeless.


