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INTRODUCTION: THE JOY OF A LIGHTHEARTED
DOODLE

There  is  something  uniquely  amusing  about  a  well-placed
drawing on a person. Whether it is a tiny mustache that appears
during a nap, a pair of cartoon glasses that frame a friend’s eyes,
or a few strategic freckles that change an entire expression, the
act of drawing on someone else is a time-honored tradition of
playful bonding. The keyword “funny things to draw on people”
opens up a world of creative, harmless pranks that can turn a dull
afternoon into a burst of laughter. But with great drawing power
comes great responsibility. The best funny drawings are those
that  are  temporary,  respectful,  and  guaranteed  to  make
everyone (including the canvas)  smile.  In  this  article,  we will
explore  a  wide  range  of  ideas,  from  classics  to  inventive
concepts, along with tips on materials, consent, and context so
that your prank remains a fond memory rather than an awkward
moment.

THE ART OF THE HARMLESS PRANK: DRAWING ON

PEOPLE

Before  diving  into  specific  designs,  it  is  essential  to  understand
the spirit behind this playful practice. Drawing on someone is not
about  embarrassment  or  causing  distress;  it  is  about  shared
humor.  The  key  ingredients  are  consent  (explicit  or  implied
through a playful  relationship),  the right timing (like during a
group photo session or a relaxed hangout), and the use of safe,
washable materials. A water-based marker, a washable eyeliner,
or  even  a  temporary  tattoo  pen  can  work  wonders.  Avoid
permanent  markers,  ink  that  stains,  or  anything  that  might
irritate  sensitive  skin.  When done well,  these funny drawings
become inside jokes, storytelling props, and even the highlight of
a party.

CLASSIC FUNNY DRAWINGS THAT NEVER FAIL

Some ideas are so timeless that they have become universal
symbols of a good-natured prank. These require little artistic skill
and deliver maximum comedic payoff.
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The Handlebar Mustache
Perhaps the most iconic drawing of all time, a curly mustache on
the upper lip transforms anyone into a stereotypical villain from a
silent film or a hipster caricature. For extra flair, add a goatee or
thick eyebrows. The contrast between a serious face and a fancy
mustache is almost always hilarious.

Monocle and Top Hat
Pair  a  monocle  (a  circle  around  one  eye  with  a  small  line
extending downward) with a tiny top hat drawn on the forehead.
This instantly gives the person an aristocratic air, especially if
they are wearing casual clothes. The absurdity of formal attire
drawn in marker is a sure laugh.

Tears of Joy (or Sorrow)
A few teardrop shapes below the eyes can change the mood of a
photo completely. Draw a single tear rolling down a cheek to
make a laughing friend look like they are crying from emotion.
Alternatively, draw cartoonish puddles of tears to exaggerate a
minor complaint.

CREATIVE AND WHIMSICAL IDEAS FOR THE BOLD
ARTIST

For  those  who  want  to  go  beyond  the  classics,  these  more
elaborate ideas can turn a person into a living cartoon character.

Animal Accessories
Draw animal features that blend with the human form. A set of
cat whiskers on the cheeks, a small nose tip colored black, and
pointed ears on the temples can make anyone look feline. For a
dog look, floppy ears and a tongue sticking out work wonderfully.
These  are  especially  popular  at  children’s  parties  or  when
celebrating a pet-themed event.

Freckles and Face Jewelry
Adding a constellation of freckles across the nose and cheeks can
completely alter a person’s appearance, giving them a youthful,
sun-kissed look. For a more edgy take, draw a fake nose ring (a
small circle with a dot inside) or a chain that connects a drawn
earring to the nostril. The key is to make it look intentional but
temporary.

Superhero Masks
Outline a mask shape around the eyes, like a superhero or a
villain. Add a simple eye slit and maybe a lightning bolt or star on
the  forehead.  This  turns  an  ordinary  friend  into  a  crime-fighting
alter ego for the rest of the evening.

USING PROPS AND CONTEXT: DRAWINGS THAT
INTERACT WITH SURROUNDINGS

The funniest drawings often incorporate the environment. Instead
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of drawing something isolated on the skin, create an illusion that
the person is interacting with objects around them.

Holding a Phone: Draw a simple landline receiver on the
person’s hand, as if they are mid-conversation. This works
especially well if they are resting their chin on their hand.
Eating Something: Sketch a strand of spaghetti dangling
from the corner of the mouth, or a small pizza slice
hovering near the lips. It looks like they are in the middle of
a messy meal.
Wearing Headphones: Draw a set of over‑ear
headphones across the top of the head, with a cord that
disappears into a shirt collar. Perfect for a music lover.
Remote Control on Stomach: For someone lying down,
draw a simple remote control on their belly, complete with
a few buttons. The illusion that they can be “turned off” is a
playful jab.

DRAWINGS FOR SPECIFIC OCCASIONS

Tailoring your funny drawing to an event makes it even more
memorable and appropriate.

Birthday Pranks
Add a drawn birthday hat, party blower, or even a tiny slice of
cake on the birthday person’s cheek. You can also draw a “Happy
Birthday”  message  in  small  letters  on  their  arm.  If  they  fall
asleep, turning their face into a party scene is a tradition many
celebrate.

Holiday Cheer (or Mischief)
During Christmas, draw a small Santa hat or reindeer antlers. For
Halloween,  draw fake scars,  stitches,  or  a  tiny  jack‑o‑lantern.
These drawings add to the festive atmosphere without requiring a
costume change.

Vacation and Beach
Themes
If you are at the beach, draw a pair of sunglasses on a friend’s
face (complete with reflection lines) or a tiny beach umbrella on
the top of their head. A starfish drawn on the cheek also fits the
theme.

STEP-BY-STEP TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL DRAWING
PRANK

Execution matters. A rushed or smudged drawing can ruin the
effect. Follow these tips for a clean, funny result.

Choose the right tool: Use water‑based markers (like1.
Crayola washable markers), skin‑safe eyeliner, or
temporary tattoo pens. Test on a small patch of skin first to
ensure no allergic reaction.
Start small: A tiny detail is often funnier than a massive2.
mural. A single dot on the nose or a thin line under the eye
can be more surprising.
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Draw quickly but carefully: The person might wake up or3.
turn away. Have the design in mind, and use swift,
confident strokes.
Work with the subject’s features: Curves of the face,4.
dimples, or wrinkles can be used as part of the drawing. Let
natural contours inspire you.
Have a camera ready: The reaction is often the best part.5.
Capture the moment before the person realizes what
happened.
Clean up easily: Keep baby wipes or makeup remover6.
nearby. Never leave someone in an unwanted drawing for
too long.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSENT AND WASHABILITY

It  cannot be overstated: a funny drawing on someone is only
funny if they can laugh about it too. Never draw on someone who
is sleeping unless you are certain they will  find it amusing when
they wake. Avoid drawing on colleagues at work unless you know
the  office  culture  supports  light  pranks.  Emotional  safety  is
paramount.  Additionally,  always  use  materials  that  can  be
removed with soap and water or a gentle wipe. The goal is a
moment of laughter, not a day of embarrassment or stained skin.

BEYOND THE FACE: FUNNY DRAWINGS ON OTHER
BODY PARTS

The  face  is  the  most  common  canvas,  but  other  areas  offer
unique  opportunities  for  humor.

Hands and Fingers
Draw  a  tiny  face  on  the  palm,  with  the  fingers  acting  as  hair.
Alternatively, draw a mouth on the hand so that when the person
moves their  thumb and fingers,  it  looks  like  the  hand is  talking.
Drawing  a  ring  on  a  finger  or  a  watch  strap  on  the  wrist  also
works.

Feet and Toes
If someone is lounging barefoot, draw a tiny pair of eyes on their
big toes, or a smiley face on the sole. For a beach prank, draw
sandals right onto the feet.

Arms and Legs
A long forearm can become a train track with a small locomotive,
or a snake winding around. Draw a zipper on the arm to suggest
you can “unzip” the skin. These larger drawings take more time
but can be incredibly creative.

DIGITAL ALTERNATIVES: DRAWING ON PHOTOS FOR
REMOTE FUN

Not  everyone  is  comfortable  with  physical  contact,  and
long‑distance friends also deserve a laugh. Digital tools let you
draw on photos of people using apps or photo editors. You can
add mustaches, hats, glasses, or any of the ideas above with a
few taps. The advantage is unlimited undo and zero cleanup.
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Share  the  edited photo  in  a  group chat  for  a  similar  effect.  This
method also allows you to collaborate – multiple people can add
their own funny drawings to the same picture.

CONCLUSION: THE LASTING POWER OF A SIMPLE
DOODLE

Drawing funny things on people is a small act that can produce
disproportionate joy. It is a reminder not to take ourselves too

seriously  and to find humor in  everyday moments.  Whether  you
opt for a classic mustache, an elaborate animal face, or a digital
edit,  the  core  principle  remains  the  same:  create  a  shared
memory that brings people closer. The keyword “funny things to
draw on people” is not just a search term – it is an invitation to
play, to be silly, and to strengthen bonds through laughter. So
grab a washable marker, pick your moment, and let your inner
cartoonist run free. Just remember to wipe it off before bedtime.


