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YOUR ULTIMATE
DIRECT TV SPORTS
GUIDE:
NAVIGATING THE
BEST LIVE ACTION

For sports fans, there’s
nothing  quite  like  the
thrill  of  a  live  game,
the roar of the crowd,
and  the  tension  of  a
las t -minute  p lay .
Whether  you  live  for
Sunday football, follow
every  p i tch  of  the
baseball  season,  or
never  miss  a  Grand
Slam  tennis  match,
h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t
television  service  can
make  or  break  your
expe r i ence .  Th i s

comprehensive  Direct
TV  Sports  Guide  is
designed  to  help  you
unlock the full potential
o f  y o u r  D I R E C T V
subscription,  ensuring
y o u  c a t c h  e v e r y
touchdown, slam dunk,
and  goa l  f rom  the
comfort  of  your  living
room.
DIRECTV has long been
a  p o w e r h o u s e  i n
delivering  live  sports,
offering  an  extensive
l ineup  of  nat ional
networks,  regional
sports  channels,  and
exclusive  packages.
Bu t  w i th  so  many
opt ions ,  i t  can  be
overwhelming to know
exactly  what  you  are
getting  and  how  to
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t a i l o r  i t  t o  y o u r
fandom. This guide will
walk  you  through  the
core  sports  channels,
premium  packages,
and  smart  features
that  make  DIRECTV  a
top  choice  for  sports
enthusiasts.  We’ll  also
s h a r e  t i p s  f o r
managing your viewing
schedule  and  getting
the  most  out  of  your
subscription,  so  you
never  miss  a  crucial
moment.

Why
DIRECTV
Remains
a Top
Choice

for Sports
Fans
In an era of streaming
f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,
D I R E C T V  h o l d s  a
distinct  advantage  for
l ive  sports  lovers.
Satellite  technology
ensures  consistent,
reliable coverage even
in  areas  where  cable
internet  is  s low  or
unavailable.  Moreover,
DIRECTV offers some of
t h e  m o s t
comprehensive  sports
bundles  available,
combining  national
broadcasters like ESPN,
FOX  Sports,  and  NBC
Sports with deep local
and regional coverage.
For  fans  who  follow
multiple  leagues  or
have  diverse  sports
i n t e r e s t s ,  t h i s
i n t e g r a t i o n  i s
invaluable.
One  of  the  standout
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features highlighted in
any genuine Direct TV
Sports  Guide  is  the
NFL  SUNDAY  TICKET.
Although this exclusive
package  has  recently
shifted partly  to other
platforms, DIRECTV still
provides robust access
to  ou t - o f -marke t
games  through  i ts
XTRA  packages  and
other  sports  add-ons.
The  service  also  offers
MLB Extra Innings, NBA
League  Pass ,  NHL
Center  Ice,  and  MLS
Direct Kick, making it a
one-stop  destination
for  out -o f -market
action.  The  ability  to
watch  multiple  games
at  once  with  the  mix
channel  feature  is
another  reason  fans
stay  loyal.

Exploring

the Core
Sports
Channels
in Your
DIRECTV
Lineup
Before  adding  any
premium packages, it’s
essential to understand
what  comes  standard
i n  m o s t  D I R E C T V
packages.  The  base
l i neups  typ i ca l l y
include  the  following
essential  networks:

ESPN and
ESPN2: The
backbone for
college sports,
NBA, MLB, NFL,
and more.
FOX Sports 1
(FS1) and FOX
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Sports 2 (FS2):
Major league
baseball, college
football, soccer,
and motorsports.
NBC Sports
Network:
Premier League
soccer, NHL
coverage, and
the Olympics.
CBS Sports
Network:
College hoops,
NFL analysis, and
professional golf.
Golf Channel:
Live PGA Tour
events, LPGA,
and instruction.
Tennis
Channel: Every
major
tournament
including the
Australian Open
and Wimbledon.
Regional
Sports
Networks
(RSNs): Access
to your local

MLB, NBA, NHL,
and MLS teams –
crucial for
hometown fans.

Depending  on  your
geographical  location,
you’l l  also  receive
channels  l ike  Bally
Sports  or  NBC  Sports
regional  affiliates.  This
is  a  key  point  in  any
Direct  TV  Sports
Guide  because  RSN
availability  can  vary.
Checking  your  lineup
based on your zip code
i s  r e c o m m e n d e d
before  ordering.

Premium
Sports
Packages
That
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Elevate
Your

Viewing
For the ultimate sports
fan, the base channels
are just the beginning.
DIRECTV  offers  several
premium add-ons  that
unlock thousands more
games per  year.  Here
is a breakdown of the
most popular options:

NFL SUNDAY
TICKET (AND THE
NEW DIRECTV
EXPERIENCE)
Fo r  decades ,  NFL
SUNDAY  TICKET  was
the  crown  jewel  of
DIRECTV.  While  the
exclusive  rights  have
moved to YouTube TV
s ta r t i ng  i n  2023 ,
DIRECTV  still  offers
access  for  existing
subscribers  through

certain  tiers  and  for
customers  in  specific
areas  without  reliable
streaming. If you are a
die-hard fan of an out-
of-market  team,  be
sure  to  confirm
ava i lab i l i ty  when
ordering.  Additionally,
D I R E C T V ’ s  N F L
RedZone  channel  –
with  its  whip-around
coverage – is included
i n  m a n y  s p o r t s
packages  and  offers
non-stop  action  every
Sunday afternoon.

MLB EXTRA
INNINGS

Baseball  fans  rejoice:
MLB  Extra  Innings
delivers up to 40 out-
of-market games every
w e e k  d u r i n g  t h e
regular  season.  You
can follow your favorite
team even if  you live
across the country. The
package  inc ludes
access  to  the  MLB
Network,  which  airs
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live games, highlights,
and  ana lys i s .  Fo r
spring  training  and
postseason,  extra
coverage  i s  o f ten
included,  making  it  a
must-have  for  any
s e r i o u s  b a s e b a l l
fol lower.

NBA LEAGUE PASS

Basketball  enthusiasts
can  watch  every  out-
of-market  NBA  game
with NBA League Pass.
The  package  offers
multi-game  viewing,
c o n d e n s e d  g a m e
replays, and access to
NBA TV.  Whether  you
are  tracking  a  rising
star  in  the  Western
C o n f e r e n c e  o r
following  a  storied
Eastern  Conference
franchise,  this  add-on
ensures  you  never
miss a buzzer-beater.

NHL CENTER ICE

Hockey  season  i s

intense and fast-paced.
N H L  C e n t e r  I c e
provides up to 40 out-
of-market games each
week,  including  many
in  high  definition.  You
can watch your original
hometown  team  no
matter where you live.
The  package  a l so
includes NHL Network,
which  offers  classic
games, highlights, and
exclusive  playoff
coverage.

MLS DIRECT KICK
AND COLLEGE
SPORTS

Soccer  fans  are  well
served with MLS Direct
Kick,  showing  nearly
every  Major  League
Soccer  match  outside
your local  market.  For
college sports fans, the
ESPN  College  Extra
package  (available  on
many tiers)  gives  you
hundreds of  additional
college  football  and
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basketball games. This
Direct  TV  Sports
Guide  recommends
checking  for  seasonal
promotions  or  bundle
discounts when adding
multiple packages.

The Mix
Channel
and
Multiview
:
Watching
Multiple
Games at
Once
One  feature  that  sets
DIRECTV  apart  is  the
Mix Channel,  available

on  many  packages.
This  channel  (usually
between 100 and 104)
shows a split screen of
up to eight live games
simultaneously.  It  is  a
game-changer for busy
Sundays  or  March
Madness  afternoons
when you want to keep
an  eye  on  mult iple
contests. You can hear
the  audio  from  one
game  and  qu ick ly
switch to full screen if
something  exciting
happens.  This  feature
is  included  with  most
packages and requires
no extra subscription.
Additionally,  if  you
have a Genie HD DVR
or  Genie  2,  you  can
record up to six shows
at once while watching
a  seventh  live.  This
makes  it  possible  to
record every NFL game
airing  on  Sunday  and
watch  them later.  For
s p o r t s  f a n s  w i t h
complex  schedules,



8

8 Direct Tv Sports Guide 2024-05-10

this DVR capability is a
cornerstone  of  any
Direct  TV  Sports
Guide .

How to
Navigate
the
DIRECTV
Sports
Menu and
Guide
Finding  l ive  sports
quickly  is  essential,
especially  when  you
are switching between
channels.  Here  are
some  practical  tips:

Use the Sports1.
Filter: On your
DIRECTV remote,
press the Guide

button, then
select the
“Sports”
category. This
will filter the
channel list to
show only sports
networks.
Set Up2.
Favorites:
Create a
favorites list
containing all
your sports
channels. This
saves time
scrolling through
hundreds of non-
sports channels.
Search by3.
League or
Team: Press the
Search button
and type the
name of your
team or league.
DIRECTV will
show upcoming
games even if
they are on
different
networks.
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Record Series:4.
For regular
season games,
you can set your
DVR to record a
series (e.g., “All
Dallas Cowboys
games”). This
ensures you
never miss an
episode of your
team’s season.
Check the5.
Sports
Schedule App:
Many DIRECTV
receivers have
an integrated
sports app that
shows scores,
game times, and
channel numbers
in real time.

These  nav igat ion
features  are  often
overlooked  but  are
crucial  for  efficient
viewing. A good Direct
TV  Sports  Guide
always emphasizes the
importance  of  using
the  built-in  tools  to

reduce  frustration.

Understa
nding
Regional
Sports
Network
Blackouts
A  common  point  of
c o n f u s i o n  f o r
s u b s c r i b e r s  i s
blackouts.  Regional
S p o r t s  N e t w o r k s
(RSNs)  are  subject  to
blackout  restrictions
based on your location.
For example, if you live
in the same market as
a local NBA team, you
may  not  be  able  to
watch  that  team  on
N B A  L e a g u e  P a s s
because  the  game  is
available  on  the  local
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RSN.  Similarly,  some
nationally  televised
games  (e.g.,  ESPN  or
TNT)  may  be  blacked
out on League Pass to
encourage  you  to
watch  the  national
broadcast.
DIRECTV  automatically
handles most blackout
rules,  but  it’s  wise  to
understand  them.  If
you  find  a  game  is
blacked  out,  check  if
it’s available on a local
channel or through the
TV  Everywhere  app
using  your  DIRECTV
login.  This  is  a  handy
tip  included  in  any
comprehensive  Direct
TV  Sports  Guide  to
avoid disappointment.

Streamin
g on the

Go with
DIRECTV
STREAM
and the
App
Even  i f  you  have  a
traditional  satellite
dish,  DIRECTV  allows
you  to  watch  live  TV
a w a y  f r o m  h o m e
through  the  DIRECTV
app (formerly DIRECTV
STREAM). You can link
your  account  and
stream sports on your
smartphone,  tablet,  or
laptop.  This  is  perfect
f o r  w h e n  y o u  a r e
traveling  or  when  the
TV  is  occupied.  The
app  includes  many  of
t h e  s a m e  s p o r t s
channels  you  have  at
home,  and  you  can
even  manage  your
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DVR  remotely.  For
sports  fans  who  are
always  on  the  move,
this  adds  immense
v a l u e  t o  y o u r
subscription.

Choosing
the Right
DIRECTV
Package
for Your
Sports
Needs
DIRECTV  offers  several
b a s e  p a c k a g e s  –
E N T E R T A I N M E N T ,
CHOICE,  ULTIMATE,
and  PREMIER.  The
higher-tier  packages
include  more  sports
channels,  especially
r e g i o n a l  s p o r t s

networks and specialty
channels  like  the  Golf
Channel  or  Tennis
Channel .  Here’s  a
quick  guide:

ENTERTAINMEN
T: Good for
casual fans who
mainly watch
ESPN and local
broadcast
channels.
CHOICE: Best
value for many
sports lovers,
includes most
RSNs and
national sports
networks.
ULTIMATE: Adds
more sports like
NFL RedZone,
beIN SPORTS,
and MLB Network
(may vary).
PREMIER:
Includes
everything – all
movies and
sports channels.

For  many  fans,  the
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C H O I C E  p a c k a g e
combined with  one or
two  premium  sports
add-ons (like MLB Extra
Innings or NBA League
Pass)  offers  the  best
balance  of  cost  and
content. The Direct TV
S p o r t s  G u i d e
r e c o m m e n d s
comparing the channel
lineups  on  the  official
website to see exactly
w h a t  R S N s  a n d
specialty  channels  are
ava i l ab le  i n  you r
region.

Tips to
Save
Money on
Sports
Packages
Sports  packages  can
add  up,  but  DIRECTV
often runs promotions.

H e r e  a r e  a  f e w
strategies:

Bundle with
internet: Many
providers offer
discounts when
you combine
DIRECTV with
AT&T Internet or
fiber.
Seasonal add-
ons: You can
subscribe to
packages like
MLB Extra
Innings for just
the baseball
season and then
cancel after the
World Series.
Annual vs.
monthly: Some
packages offer a
slight discount if
you pay for the
full season
upfront.
Loyalty offers:
Existing
customers can
sometimes get
discounted rates
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by calling and
asking for
retention deals.

Remember to read the
fine  print  about
automatic  renewals
and  price  increases.
T h i s  p r o a c t i v e
approach  ensures  you
are  only  paying  for
what  you  truly  watch.

Conclusio
n: Your
Ultimate
Viewing
Experienc
e Awaits
DIRECTV  continues  to
be a formidable option
for  sports  fans  who
demand  reliability,
breadth,  and flexibility.
From  the  essential

national  networks  to
specialized  leagues
and  out-of-market
packages,  the  service
can  be  tailored  to  fit
any level of fandom. By
understanding the core
lineup, utilizing the Mix
Channel,  setting  up
y o u r  D V R ,  a n d
exploring  premium
add -ons ,  you  can
transform  your  living
room  into  a  personal
sports bar. This Direct
TV Sports Guide has
c o v e r e d  t h e  k e y
channels, features, and
strategies you need to
make  an  informed
decis ion.  Whether
you’re a casual viewer
o r  a  ha rdcore  fan
fol lowing  mult iple
leagues  year-round,
DIRECTV  offers  the
too l s  to  keep  you
engaged  from  pre-
game  to  the  final
w h i s t l e .  T a k e
advan tage  o f  the
navigation  features
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a n d  s t r e a m i n g
capabilities,  and enjoy

every  spectacular
moment of  live sports
on your own terms.


