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INTRODUCTION

Unlocking every achievement in Call of
Duty: Modern Warfare 3 is a
rewarding challenge that tests your
combat skills, patience, and knowledge
of the game’s campaign, Spec Ops, and
multiplayer modes. Whether you are a
seasoned veteran or a newcomer aiming
for that coveted Platinum trophy, a well-
structured Modern Warfare 3 Trophy
Guide can make the difference between
frustration and a smooth completion.
This guide covers all the essential
strategies, collectible locations, and
difficulty-specific tips you need to earn
every trophy with confidence. From the
explosive single-player missions to the
coordinated co-op operations, we break
down each requirement so you can plan
your trophy hunting efficiently.

UNDERSTANDING THE TROPHY
LIST

Before diving into the specifics, it is
important to know the scope of the
Modern Warfare 3 Trophy Guide. The
PlayStation 3 version of the game offers
a total of 76 trophies: 1 Platinum, 1 Gold,
1 Silver, and 73 Bronze. While the sheer
number of Bronze trophies might seem
daunting, many are earned naturally
through standard gameplay. The most
time-consuming trophies are tied to the
Veteran difficulty playthrough, collectible
Intel gathering, and the challenging Spec
Ops missions. This guide will help you

prioritize tasks and avoid unnecessary
replays.

Single-Player
Campaign
Trophies

The campaign in Modern Warfare 3 is
divided into three acts, each filled with
intense firefights and scripted
sequences. Many trophies are story-
related and cannot be missed if you
complete the game on any difficulty.
However, to maximize efficiency, you
should play through the campaign first
on Recruit or Normal difficulty to collect
all 46 Intel items. After that, tackle the
game on Veteran difficulty for the
“Veteran” trophy, which unlocks when
you finish every mission on the hardest
setting. Combining both in one run is
possible but extremely challenging; most
players prefer two separate
playthroughs.

e “Back in the Fight” - Complete
the first mission, “Black Tuesday,”
on any difficulty. This is automatic
as you progress.

e “This Is My Boomstick” - Kill 3
enemies with a single grenade.
Best achieved by tossing a frag
into a group of soldiers during
early missions like “Hunter Killer.”

* “No Rest for the Weary” -
Complete all campaign missions
on Veteran difficulty. This is the
hardest non-co-op trophy and
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requires careful use of cover,
patience, and knowledge of enemy
spawns.

¢ “The Student Surpasses the
Master” - Complete all 46
missions in Mission Mode (the
campaign replayable mode) with a
3-star rating. This is separate from
the standard campaign and
demands precision and speed.

Intel Collectible
Guide

Collecting all 46 Intel laptops is a
prerequisite for the “I Live” trophy. Intel
pieces are found throughout campaign
missions, often hidden in corners, behind
crates, or on desks. Use a guide or video
walkthrough to locate every one. A few
tips:

1. Use the “Mission Select” feature
after completing the campaign to
replay individual missions and pick
up missing Intel.

2. Listen for the distinctive beeping
sound that indicates an Intel is
nearby.

3. Some Intel pieces appear only
after certain scripted events - do
not rush through a level without
checking all rooms.

4. If playing on Veteran, try to collect
Intel on a lower difficulty first to
avoid unnecessary deaths.

SPEC OPS TROPHIES

Spec Ops is a co-op mode that includes
both Survival and Mission challenges.
Trophies in this mode require teamwork
and coordination. If you do not have a
partner, you can attempt some missions
solo, but many are significantly easier

with a second player.

Survival Mode

Survival mode tasks you with surviving
waves of increasingly difficult enemies
across various maps. The key trophy
here is “The Survivor,” which requires
you to reach Wave 15 on any map. To
achieve this:

e Use the map’s chokepoints to
funnel enemies and deploy
claymores and sentry guns.

e Invest in weapon upgrades and
armor early - do not waste money
on flashy equipment.

e Communicate with your partner to
cover different angles and revive
each other quickly.

e Focus on killing Juggernauts with
explosives or headshots.

Another challenging trophy is “Get Rich
or Die Trying,” which requires you to
have $50,000 in the bank at the end of a
Survival match. This is possible only if
you survive for many waves (typically
20+) without spending too much. Save
your earnings and rely on dropped
weapons from enemies.

Spec Ops
Missions

The Spec Ops missions are short,
objective-based levels with varying
difficulty. You need to earn a total of 48
stars across all missions to unlock the
“Star 69" trophy. Each mission has three
possible stars based on time and
difficulty. Some missions are nearly
impossible alone, so find a reliable co-op
partner. Focus on missions that are
easier to 3-star first, like “Stay Sharp”

2 Modern Warfare 3 Trophy Guide

2023-10-11



Modern Warfare 3 Trophy Guide 3

and “lron Clad.” Use the riot shield and
smoke grenades to bypass heavy enemy
sections.

A specific trophy, “The Hawk and the
Dove,” requires you to complete a Spec
Ops mission without firing a single bullet.
The best mission for this is “Resistance
Movement” where you can sneak past
most enemies. Use non-lethal takedowns
and avoid detection. This takes practice
but is doable with patience.

MULTIPLAYER TROPHIES

While Modern Warfare 3’s multiplayer is
still active on legacy consoles, the
trophy list for multiplayer is minimal. The
only online trophies are related to
playing and winning matches in certain
modes. For instance, “The Show Must Go
On” is earned by winning a game of
Search and Destroy. Coordinate with a
team, use a solid loadout, and play the
objective. The “Winner Winner” trophy is
also obtained by being on the winning
team in any online match.

However, note that some multiplayer
modes might require a full lobby, which
can be difficult to find nowadays. You
may need to organize boosting sessions
via forums or communities. The good
news is that these trophies are not tied
to high skill - just persistence.

Tips for Online
Trophies

e Play during peak hours to find
active lobbies.

e Use a headset to communicate
with teammates for objective-
based modes.

e Focus on Team Deathmatch for
the quickest wins.

e If a specific mode is dead, create a
custom party with friends and
search simultaneously.

MISCELLANEOUS AND
DIFFICULTY-RELATED TROPHIES

Beyond the major categories, there are
several miscellaneous trophies that
require specific actions. For example,
“Kill Box” is earned by killing 5 enemies
with a single predator missile. This can
be done in the campaign mission
“Hunter Killer” where enemy squads
cluster together. Another is “Danger
Close” - kill 20 enemies with a killstreak
reward in a single mission. Equip the
assault killstreak package and call in
airstrikes during “Return to Sender”
where enemies are dense.

One of the trickiest bronze trophies is
“The Harder They Fall,” which requires
you to kill a Juggernaut with a melee
attack. To do this, weaken the
Juggernaut  first  (preferably  with
explosives), then run up and melee him
once. This is easiest in Spec Ops mission
“Juggernaut” where you face a single
Juggernaut at the end.

Trophy
Progression Plan

1. Complete the campaign on
Recruit/Normal to collect all 46
Intel and get comfortable with the
missions.

2. Replay specific missions for
miscellaneous trophies (grenade
kills, melee kills, etc.).

3. Play through the campaign on
Veteran difficulty - use guides for
tough sections like “Blood
Brothers” and “Scorched Earth.”



4. Complete all Spec Ops missions
and Survival trophies with a
partner.

5. Earn the remaining online
trophies.

6. Clean up any missing bronze
trophies using mission select.

CONCLUSION

Earning the Platinum trophy in Modern
Warfare 3 is a marathon, not a sprint.

With careful planning, a dedicated co-op
partner, and the strategies outlined in
this Modern Warfare 3 Trophy Guide,
you can systematically conquer every
challenge the game throws at you.
Remember to stay patient during the
Veteran run, use external resources for
Intel locations, and take breaks when
frustration sets in. The satisfaction of
seeing that Platinum pop is well worth
the effort. Good luck, soldier - your
trophy collection awaits.
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