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INTRODUCTION:
THE VISIONARY
BEHIND THE
MOVEMENT

In a digital age where
d a t a  b r e a c h e s ,
surve i l lance,  and
corporate  control  over
personal  information
have  become  the
n o r m ,  o n e  n a m e
stands out as a beacon
of  hope  for  millions
who  seek  autonomy
and  privacy:  Pavel
Durov.  The  Russian-
born  entrepreneur,
b e s t  k n o w n  f o r
founding the encrypted
messaging  platform
Telegram,  has  long

championed  the  idea
that technology should
serve  the  people,  not
the other way around.
H is  mantra ,  o f ten
summarized  as  Pavel
P o w e r  T o  T h e
People,  encapsulates
a philosophy that puts
u s e r  r i g h t s ,  f r e e
e x p r e s s i o n ,  a n d
decentralized  control
at  the  forefront  of
innovation. This article
explores  the  story
behind  this  powerful
movement,  examining
how  Durov's  actions
and  creations  have
reshaped  the  digital
landscape  and  given
ordinary individuals the
tools  to  reclaim  their
digital sovereignty.
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WHO IS PAVEL
DUROV? THE MAN
BEHIND THE
MISSION

Pavel  Durov  first
c a p t u r e d  g l o b a l
attention  as  the  co-
founder  of  VKontakte
(VK),  Russia's  largest
social  network.  Under
his leadership, VK grew
into  a  platform  that
rivaled  Facebook  in
E a s t e r n  E u r o p e .
However ,  Durov 's
refusal to comply with
government  demands
to censor content and
hand  over  user  data
led  to  a  d ramat i c
falling out with Russian
authorities. In 2014, he
was  forced to  sell  his
stake in VK and leave
the  count ry .  Th i s
experience  cemented
his  resolve  to  build  a
platform that could not
be  co-opted  by  any
g o v e r n m e n t  o r
corporation.

In 2013, together with
his  brother  Nikolai,
D u r o v  l a u n c h e d
T e l e g r a m — a
messaging app with a
s t r o n g  f o c u s  o n
security,  speed,  and
independence.  The
slogan Power to the
P e o p l e  q u i c k l y
became  associated
w i t h  T e l e g r a m ' s
mission  to  provide  a
f ree,  pr ivate,  and
u n c e n s o r e d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
channel for all.  Today,
Telegram  boasts  over
800  million  monthly
active  users  and  is
particularly  popular  in
c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e
freedom  of  speech  is
under threat.

UNDERSTANDING
"PAVEL POWER TO
THE PEOPLE"

At  i ts  core ,  Pavel
Power To The People
is  not  just  a  catchy
phrase—it is a guiding
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p r i n c i p l e  t h a t
influences  every
aspect of Durov's work.
It reflects a deep belief
that technology should
empower  individuals
r a t h e r  t h a n
concentrate  power  in
the  hands  of  a  few.
T h i s  p h i l o s o p h y
manifests  in  several
key  areas:

Privacy by
design:
Telegram's end-
to-end
encryption for
Secret Chats
ensures that only
the sender and
recipient can
read messages.
Decentralizatio
n: The Telegram
Open Network
(TON) blockchain
project, though
partially stalled
by regulatory
battles, aimed to
create a
decentralized

ecosystem free
from central
authority.
No advertising
or data
monetization:
Unlike most
social media
giants, Telegram
has never sold
user data or
relied on
targeted ads.
Instead, it
introduced
voluntary
Premium
subscriptions to
sustain
operations.
Censorship
resistance:
Telegram has
famously refused
to block channels
or groups even
under immense
political
pressure, from
Russia to Iran to
India.

T h i s  u n w a v e r i n g
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commitment  to  user
empowerment  has
earned  Durov  both
fierce  loyalty  and
powerful enemies. Yet,
for  mil l ions,  Pavel
Power To The People
represents  the  hope
that technology can be
a  force  for  liberation
rather than oppression.

TELEGRAM: THE
FLAGSHIP OF
PEOPLE POWER

Security
and
Privacy
Features
T e l e g r a m ' s
architecture is built  to
maximize user control.
While its default cloud
chats use client-server
encryption,  Secret
Chats  employ  end-to-

end  encryption  with
self-destruct  timers.
Telegram  also  offers
t w o - f a c t o r
a u t h e n t i c a t i o n ,
encrypted  video  calls,
and  a  robust  privacy
policy  that  explicitly
states  the  company
will  not  disclose  user
data unless forced by a
legally  binding  and
unambiguous  court
order—and even then,
it  will  fight  such
demands  in  court.
F o r  a c t i v i s t s ,
j o u r n a l i s t s ,  a n d
dissidents living under
authoritarian  regimes,
Telegram often serves
as a lifeline. The app's
ability  to  broadcast
messages to unlimited
audiences via channels
has made it a primary
tool  for  organizing
protests, sharing news,
and coordinating relief
efforts  during  natural
disasters.
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Channels
and Bots:
Democrat
izing
Informati
on
Telegram  Channels
a l l o w  a n y o n e  t o
become  a  publisher,
reaching  millions  of
subscribers  without
a l g o r i t h m i c
interference.  Unlike
YouTube  or  Twitter,
Telegram  does  not
throttle  content  based
o n  e n g a g e m e n t
metrics. This has given
r i s e  t o  a  v i b r a n t
e c o s y s t e m  o f
independent  news
outlets,  educational
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d
community  forums.

Meanwhile, the Bot API
enables  developers  to
create  automated
services—from weather
updates  to  on l ine
p a y m e n t s — f u r t h e r
e x t e n d i n g  t h e
platform's  uti l ity.
The  phrase  Pavel
Power To The People
resonates  strongly
here:  Telegram  gives
ordinary  users  the
same  broadcasting
power  p rev ious ly
reserved  for  media
conglomerates  and
governments.

Monetizat
ion
Without
Exploitati



6

6 Pavel Power To The People 2025-08-20

on
In  2022,  Telegram
introduced  a  Premium
subscr ipt ion  t ier ,
offering  increased
limits  and  exclusive
features. Crucially, this
m o d e l  a v o i d s
advertising  and  data
mining. Durov's stance
is  clear:  users  should
pay for a service they
va lue ,  no t  be  the
p r o d u c t  s o l d  t o
adver t i se rs .  Th i s
approach  aligns  with
the  Power  to  the
People ethos, treating
users  as  customers
r a t h e r  t h a n
commodities.

THE TON
BLOCKCHAIN: A
VISION FOR
DECENTRALIZED
POWER

Perhaps  the  most
ambitious  expression
of  Pavel  Power  To

The  People  was  the
T e l e g r a m  O p e n
N e t w o r k  ( T O N ) .
Announced  in  2018,
TON was conceived as
a  h i g h - s p e e d
blockchain  capable  of
handling  millions  of
t r a n s a c t i o n s  p e r
second, with integrated
services like payments,
s t o r a g e ,  a n d
decentralized  apps.
The project raised $1.7
bi l l ion  in  a  private
token  sale,  making  it
one  of  the  largest
initial  coin  offerings  in
history.
However,  the  U.S.
S e c u r i t i e s  a n d
Exchange  Commission
(SEC)  intervened,
claiming  that  TON's
Gram  token  was  an
unregistered  security.
After a prolonged legal
battle, Durov agreed to
settle  with  the  SEC,
returning  funds  to
i n v e s t o r s  a n d
abandoning  direct
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development  of  TON.
But the blockchain did
not  die—a  community
o f  o p e n - s o u r c e
developers  revived  it
as "The Open Network"
( s t i l l  T O N ) ,
i n d e p e n d e n t  o f
Telegram.  Today,  TON
h a s  a  t h r i v i n g
e c o s y s t e m ,  w i t h
Durov 's  symbo l i c
support.
This  saga  illustrates
the  tension  between
Durov's  vision  and
existing  regulatory
structures. Yet, even in
the face  of  regulatory
p u s h b a c k ,  t h e
u n d e r l y i n g  i d e a l
remains:  technology
that gives power back
to  the  people,  free
f r om  cen t ra l i z ed
gatekeepers.

GLOBAL IMPACT:
WHERE PEOPLE
POWER MATTERS

MOST

Iran and
the
Middle
East
During  the  2022-2023
p r o t e s t s  i n  I r a n ,
Telegram  became  a
vital  tool  for  activists
documenting  regime
v i o l e n c e  a n d
coordinating  dissent.
Despite  government
attempts  to  block  the
app,  many  Iranians
used proxies and VPNs
to  access  Telegram
channels.  Durov's
r e fu sa l  t o  bow  to
Iranian  censorship
demands reinforces his
commitment to Power
to the People values.
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Russia
and

Ukraine
In Russia,  Telegram is
banned by default but
remains accessible via
VPNs. During the 2022
invasion  of  Ukraine,
Telegram channels  on
both  sides  became
primary  sources  of
r e a l - t i m e
in fo rmat i on—of ten
more  accurate  than
official  state  media.
Durov  has  maintained
a  neut ra l  s tance ,
al lowing  al l  lawful
content  to  remain,
wh i ch  c r i t i c s  say
e n a b l e s  R u s s i a n
propaganda.  Yet,  this
neutrality is consistent
with  his  philosophy:
the platform should be
a neutral conduit, with
users deciding what to
share.

India and
Southeas
t Asia
In  India,  Telegram  is
w i d e l y  u s e d  f o r
everything  from  stock
t r a d i n g  t i p s  t o
educational groups. Its
encryption  and  large
file  sharing  capabilities
have  made  it  popular
among  students  and
professionals alike. The
Indian government has
occasionally  pressured
Telegram  to  b lock
channe ls ,  but  the
company has resisted,
citing user privacy.

CRITICISMS AND
CHALLENGES

N o  p h i l o s o p h y  i s
without  its  critiques.
Pavel Power To The
People  has  faced
several  important
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challenges:

Encryption vs.1.
Safety:
Telegram's
refusal to
proactively
moderate illegal
content—such as
terrorism
recruitment or
child
exploitation—has
drawn sharp
criticism. While
Durov argues
that encryption
protects good
actors, bad
actors can
exploit the same
tools.
Centralization2.
Risk: Despite its
"people power"
rhetoric,
Telegram is still
a centralized
service. All data
is stored on
servers
controlled by
Durov's

company, and a
single court
order could
theoretically
force decryption
of cloud chats
(though Secret
Chats are
immune).
Regulatory3.
Pressures: As
Telegram grows,
it faces
increasing
demands from
governments to
comply with local
laws. The
delicate balance
between
resisting
censorship and
maintaining legal
access may
become harder
to maintain.
Monetization4.
Sustainability:
Premium
subscriptions
may not cover
long-term costs,
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forcing Telegram
to consider other
revenue streams
that could
compromise its
principles.

T h e s e  t e n s i o n s
highlight  the  difficulty
of  implementing  an
idealistic  vision  in  a
complex  world.  Yet,
Durov's  track  record
s u g g e s t s  h e  w i l l
continue  to  fight  for
user rights even when
the path is difficult.

THE FUTURE OF
PAVEL POWER TO
THE PEOPLE

Looking  ahead,  the
movement inspired by
Pavel Durov is likely to
evo lve .  Te legram
continues to introduce
new features—such as
s t o r i e s ,  r e v e n u e
sharing  for  channel
owners,  and  identity
verification
services—that  expand

i t s  e c o s y s t e m .
Meanwhile,  the  TON
blockchain  is  gaining
t r a c t i o n  f o r
decentralized  finance
and  NFT  applications,
d r i v e n  b y  t h e
community.
One emerging trend is
the  integrat ion  of
cryptocurrency  wallets
w i th in  Te leg ram,
allowing users to send
and  receive  Toncoin
directly  in  chat.  This
could  democratize
a c c e s s  t o  d i g i t a l
payments, especially in
regions  with  unstable
c u r r e n c i e s .
Additionally, Durov has
hinted  at  future  plans
for  decentra l i zed
identity services, peer-
to-peer commerce, and
verifiable
credentials—all  aimed
at  giving  individuals
more control over their
digital lives.
The  phrase  Pavel
Power To The People
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may have started as an
internal mantra, but it
has grown into a global
movement.  Whether
through  encrypted
m e s s a g i n g ,
decentralized  finance,
o r  u n w a v e r i n g
r e s i s t a n c e  t o
censorship,  Durov's
work  cont inues  to
i n s p i r e  a  n e w
g e n e r a t i o n  o f
technologists  and
activists  who  believe
tha t  the  i n te rne t
should  belong  to  its
users.

CONCLUSION: A
LEGACY OF
EMPOWERMENT

In a world increasingly
d o m i n a t e d  b y
corporate  surveillance
a n d  g o v e r n m e n t
overreach,  the  Pavel
Power To The People
philosophy  offers  a
compelling  alternative.

Pavel Durov has risked
h i s  f r e e d o m ,  h i s
f o r t u n e ,  a n d  h i s
reputation  to  build
t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t
r e s p e c t s  u s e r
autonomy.  While  no
platform  is  perfect,
Telegram  and  related
projects  represent  a
rare  commitment  to
putting  people  first.
A s  t h e  d i g i t a l
landscape continues to
evolve, the importance
of tools that empower
i n d i v i d u a l s  o v e r
institutions  will  only
grow.  The  legacy  of
Pavel Power To The
People  is  not  just  a
messaging  app  or  a
blockchain—it  is  the
idea  that  technology
can  be  a  l iberating
force  when  designed
with  the  right  values.
For  millions  of  users
around the world, that
idea  is  worth  fighting
for.


