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INTRODUCTION:

THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF "YOU
ARE GOD ALONE"

Few songs have
captured the hearts of
worshippers around
the world quite like
"“You Are God Alone."
Written by Billy Foote
and popularized by
Phillips, Craig & Dean,
this modern worship
anthem has become a
staple in churches,
small groups, and
personal devotion
times. At the core of
learning this song lies
one practical need:
mastering the You Are

God Alone chords.
Whether you are
leading worship on a
Sunday morning or
playing quietly in your
living room,
understanding the
chord structure of this
powerful hymn is
essential. In this
article, we will explore
the song's background,
break down its chord
progression, discuss
strumming patterns,
and offer tips for
playing it with
confidence and heart.

BACKGROUND OF
THE SONG

"You Are God Alone"
was released in the
early 2000s and



https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

quickly became a
defining track in
contemporary Christian
music. Billy Foote
originally wrote the
song as a simple,
declarative statement
of faith. The lyrics

emphasize God's
sovereignty, His
unchanging nature,

and His eternal reign.
The song's message is
both humbling and
uplifting, reminding
listeners that God is
without equal. When
you seek out You Are
God Alone chords,
you are not just looking
for notes on a
fretboard — you are
preparing to declare a
profound theological
truth through music.

The song is typically
played in the key of G
major, which makes it
accessible for both
beginner and
intermediate guitarists.
Its chord progression is

repetitive yet powerful,
allowing the lyrics to
take center stage. This
simplicity is one of the
reasons the song has
remained popular for
over two decades.

BASIC CHORDS
YOU NEED TO
KNOW

Before diving into the
full progression, it
helps to familiarize
yourself with the core
chords used in the
song. For the key of G,
the primary You Are
God Alone chords
include:

* G Major (G) -
The root chord,
establishing the
key.

e C Major (C) -
The fourth chord,
adding
brightness and
movement.

e D Major (D) -
The fifth chord,
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creating tension
and resolution.

e Em (E minor) -
The relative
minor, offering
emotional depth.

e Am (A minor) -
Used sparingly,
adding a touch of
solemnity.

e Bm (B minor) -
Appears in some
arrangements for
variety.

If you are a beginner,
these chords are all
found in the open
position, which means
you do not need to use
a capo or barre chords.
This makes learning
the You Are God
Alone chords an
excellent goal for
someone who is still
building finger strength
and chord transitions.

Chord
Shapes
and
Finger
Placemen
t

Here is a quick
refresher on the finger
placements for these
open chords:

e G Major: Place
your middle
finger on the 6th
string, 3rd fret.
Ring finger on
the 5th string,
3rd fret. Pinky on
the 1st string,
3rd fret.

e C Major: Ring
finger on the 5th
string, 3rd fret.
Middle finger on



the 4th string,
2nd fret. Index
finger on the 2nd
string, 1st fret.

e D Major: Index
finger on the 3rd
string, 2nd fret.
Ring finger on
the 2nd string,
3rd fret. Middle
finger on the 1st
string, 2nd fret.

e E minor: Middle
finger on the 5th
string, 2nd fret.
Ring finger on
the 4th string,
2nd fret.

¢ A minor: Index
finger on the 2nd
string, 1st fret.
Middle finger on
the 4th string,
2nd fret. Ring
finger on the 3rd
string, 2nd fret.

Practicing these
shapes individually
before attempting the
full progression will
make the transition to
playing the song much

smoother.

CHORD
PROGRESSION
BREAKDOWN

The You Are God
Alone chords follow a
logical and predictable
pattern throughout
most of the song. The
verse and chorus use
similar progressions,
making the song easy
to learn and memorize.
Below is the standard
progression as played
in the key of G.

Verse
Progressi
on

The verse typically
follows this pattern:
G-C-G-D-Em-C
-G-D

This progression cycles
through the I, IV, V,
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and vi chords. The
movement from G to C
feels like a lift, while
the D chord creates
anticipation. The Em
chord adds a moment
of reflection before
returning to the
stability of G. When
you play these You
Are God Alone
chords in sequence,
you will notice how
naturally they support
the melody and lyrics.

Chorus
Progressi
on

The chorus follows a
very similar structure,
often with slight
variations for
emphasis:

G-C-G-D-Em-C
-G-D-G

The final G chord
resolves the phrase,

giving the chorus a
sense of completion.
Some arrangements
also include an Am or
Bm chord in the bridge
section to add
harmonic variety. If
you are playing with a
band, the keyboardist
or lead guitarist may
add these extensions,
but the core You Are
God Alone chords
remain consistent.

Bridge
Progressi
on

The bridge of the song
often shifts to a more
contemplative feel. A
common bridge
progression is:
Em-C-G-D-Em-
C-G-D

This sequence

highlights the minor
chord, creating a sense



of intimacy and
surrender. The bridge
is where many
worshippers
experience a deep
emotional connection
to the lyrics. Mastering
this section is key to
delivering the full
impact of the song.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM

Knowing the chords is
only half the battle. To
truly bring the song to
life, you need to
develop a strumming
pattern that fits the
mood. The You Are
God Alone chords
lend themselves well to
both slow, reverent
strumming and more
energetic rhythms,
depending on the
arrangement.

Slow
Worship
Strum

For a traditional,
contemplative feel, use
a slow down-up pattern
with emphasis on the
downbeat. A common
pattern is:

Down, Down-Up, Up-
Down-Up

Count 1-2-3-4, and
strum accordingly. This
pattern gives each
chord time to ring out,
allowing the lyrics to
breathe. When you
play the You Are God
Alone chords with
this rhythm, the song
feels meditative and
prayerful.

Building
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Dynamics

Many worship leaders
choose to start the
verse with a gentle
fingerpicking  pattern
and gradually increase
intensity as the song
progresses. For
fingerpicking, try a
simple Travis pick or
arpeggiated pattern:

 Pluck the bass
note of the chord
with your thumb.

e Follow with the
high strings
using your index,
middle, and ring
fingers.

e Repeat the
pattern for each
chord change.

This approach adds
texture and allows the
You Are God Alone
chords to shine
without overwhelming
the vocals. As the
chorus builds, you can

switch to full
strumming with a
stronger attack.

Capo
Placemen
t and
Alternativ
e Keys

While the song is
commonly played in G,
you can use a capo to
change the key to
better suit your vocal
range. For example:

e Capo on the
2nd fret: Play
the same chord
shapes, but the
song will sound
in the key of A.

e Capo on the
4th fret: The
song will sound
in the key of B.



e Capo on the
5th fret: The
song will sound
in the key of C.

Using a capo means
you can keep the same
fingerings for the You
Are God Alone
chords while
transposing the pitch.
This is especially
helpful when singing
with a congregation or
accompanying a
vocalist with a different
range.

LYRICAL AND
MUSICAL CONTEXT

Understanding the
lyrics deepens your
interpretation of the
You Are God Alone
chords. The song
opens with the lines:
"You are God alone,
from before time
began / You were on
Your throne, You are
God alone." These
words declare God's

eternal nature. The
chords used in the
verse — G, C, D, and
Em — create a sense of
stability and
timelessness. The
movement from G to C
feels like an
affirmation, while the D
chord adds a sense of
forward motion.

The chorus repeats the
central theme: "You
are God alone / You are
God alone / From
before time began /
You are God alone."
The repetition of the
You Are God Alone
chords in the chorus
reinforces the
message. Musically,
this repetition is
intentional. It allows
the congregation to
focus on the lyrics
without struggling to
follow complex chord
changes.
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Why This

Song
Resonate
s with
Worshipp

ers

There is a reason why
“You Are God Alone"
has endured in worship
setlists for over twenty
years. The combination
of simple, accessible
You Are God Alone
chords with profound
theological lyrics
creates a powerful
worship experience.
The song does not rely
on musical complexity;
instead, it draws
strength from its
directness. When you
play these chords, you
are participating in a

tradition of worship
that spans generations
and denominations.

The song also works
well in both small and
large settings. In a
intimate gathering, the
You Are God Alone
chords can be played
softly on an acoustic
guitar, creating a sense
of closeness. In a large
church setting, the
same chords can be
amplified with electric

guitar, bass, and
drums, building to a
powerful crescendo.

This versatility is one
of the song's greatest
strengths.

PLAYING TIPS FOR
BEGINNERS AND
INTERMEDIATE
PLAYERS

Whether you are just
starting out or have
been playing for years,
there are always ways
to improve your



rendition of this song.

For
Beginner
S

e Practice chord
transitions
slowly. Focus on
moving between
G,C,D,and Em
without breaking
rhythm. Use a
metronome to
keep steady
time.

e Start with a
simple down-
strum. Do not
worry about
complex patterns
at first. A steady
down-up motion
will suffice.

 Sing along
while you play.
This helps
internalize the
chord changes

10

and makes the
worship
experience more
personal.

e Use a capo if
needed. If the
key of G feels too
high or too low
for your voice,
experiment with
capo placement.

For
Intermedi
ate
Players

e Add chord
embellishment
s. Try adding a
sus2 or sus4 to
the G chord for a
more modern
sound. For
example, play
Gsus4 (3rd fret
on the 1st string,
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open 2nd and
3rd strings)
before resolving
to G.
Incorporate
walk-downs.
Between chord
changes, use
single-note runs
on the bass
strings to add
movement. For
instance, when
moving from G to
C, play an F# on
the 6th string,
2nd fret, as a
passing tone.

e Experiment
with dynamics.
Start the verse
softly and
gradually
increase volume
and intensity as
the song
progresses. Use
palm muting for
a more
controlled sound.

* Use a looper
pedal. Record
the chord
progression and
practice
improvising
melodies or



