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DISCOVERING THE
WORLD OF DRAMA
RAINA TELGEMEIER

The world of young
adult literature has
been forever changed
by the remarkable
work of Raina
Telgemeier, and
among her most
celebrated creations is
the graphic novel
Drama. First published
in 2012, this book has
captured the hearts of
millions of readers
around the globe. Set
against the backdrop
of a middle school
theater production,
Drama by Raina

Telgemeier explores
themes of friendship,
identity, first crushes,
and the complicated
emotions that come
with growing up. Its
vibrant illustrations,
relatable characters,
and honest storytelling
make it a standout
work in the graphic
novel genre. In this
article, we will dive
deep into the world of
Drama Raina
Telgemeier has
created, examining its
plot, characters,
themes, and lasting
impact on readers and
the publishing industry.

THE STORY
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RAINA TELGEMEIER

Before we explore the
story itself, it is worth
understanding how
Drama came to be.
Raina Telgemeier first
gained widespread
recognition with her
autobiographical
graphic novel Smile,
which detailed her own
experiences with
dental trauma and
adolescence. Building
on that success, she
turned her attention to
a fictional story
centered on the
intensity and
excitement of middle
school theater.
Drawing from her own
love of performance
and creative
expression, Telgemeier
crafted a narrative that
feels both personal and
universally relatable.
The result is Drama, a
book that resonates

with anyorBEMIND©@RAMA BY

ever navigated the
tricky waters of young
friendship and
discovered who they
truly are. While Drama
Raina Telgemeier
wrote is fictional, it
carries the same
warmth, humor, and
emotional depth that
define all of her work.

PLOT SUMMARY: A
STORY OF
BACKSTAGE
PASSIONS

Introduci
ng Callie
Marin

The protagonist of
Drama Raina
Telgemeier

introduces us to is
Callie Marin, a seventh
grader who is
passionate about
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theater. Unlike many of
her classmates who
dream of being on
stage, Callie prefers to
work behind the
scenes. She is the set
designer for the
school's production of
“Moon over
Mississippi," a Civil
War-era musical. As
the story unfolds,
readers follow Callie as
she juggles the
pressures of creating
an impressive set,
navigating complicated
friendships, and
figuring out the
confusing world of
crushes and romance.
Callie is a relatable and
endearing character,
and her journey forms
the heart of this
wonderful graphic
novel.

The

Chaos of
Middle
School

Theater

The central plot of
Drama revolves
around the production
of the school musical.
As Callie works
tirelessly to build a set
that will wow the
audience, she also
finds herself caught in
a web of interpersonal
drama. The theater
kids around her are
dealing with their own
issues: competitive
leads, shy stagehands,
and budding romances.
Raina Telgemeier does
an exceptional job of
capturing the chaos,
excitement, and sheer
joy of putting on a
show. Through Callie's



eyes, we see the
friendships that are
forged backstage, the
disappointments that
come with creative
compromise, and the
thrill of seeing a
project come to life.
The entire narrative of
Drama Raina
Telgemeier crafted
feels authentic to the
middle school
experience, making it
an easy book for young
readers to connect
with.

KEY CHARACTERS
IN DRAMA BY
RAINA TELGEMEIER

One of the greatest
strengths of this
graphic novel is its
memorable cast of
characters. Each one
feels distinct and
contributes

meaningfully to the
story. Here is a closer
look at some of the key
players in Drama

Raina Telgemeier
brought to life.

e Callie Marin:
The determined
and creative
protagonist who
loves set design.
She is
resourceful,
loyal, and
learning to
navigate the
complexities of
middle school
life.

e Matt and Greg:
Callie's two close
friends who are
also part of the
theater crew.
Their friendship
with Callie is
tested
throughout the
story as romantic
feelings begin to
surface.

e Justin and
Jesse: Twin
brothers who join
the theater
production. Justin
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is outgoing and
charismatic,
while Jesse is
more reserved
and thoughtful.
Their presence
shifts the
dynamics among
the group.

e Lizzie and
Bonnie: Callie's
friends who are
involved in the
musical in
different ways.
They provide
support and
comic relief
throughout the
story.

The interactions
between these
characters feel genuine
and are a major reason
why readers of all ages
keep coming back to
Drama. Raina
Telgemeier has a gift
for writing dialogue
that sounds exactly
like how young people
speak, and this makes

every conversation in
the book feel
immediate and real.

MAJOR THEMES
EXPLORED IN
DRAMA RAINA
TELGEMEIER

Friendshi
p and
Loyalty

At its core, Drama is a
story about friendship.
Callie values her
friends deeply, but she
also makes mistakes.
She sometimes
prioritizes her own
feelings over those of
others, and she has to
learn that being a good
friend means being
honest and supportive.
The book shows that
friendships can be
tested by jealousy,
miscommunication,




and changing feelings,
but they can also grow
stronger when people
work through their
issues. This theme is
handled with the
sensitivity and nuance
that Drama Raina
Telgemeier is known
for, offering young
readers a valuable
lesson about loyalty
and empathy.

First
Crushes
and
Romantic
Feelings

The book also explores
the excitement and
confusion of  first
crushes. Callie finds
herself attracted to
multiple people over
the course of the story,

and she struggles to
understand her own
feelings. The romantic
subplots in Drama are
handled in a way that
feels age-appropriate
and honest.
Telgemeier does not
shy away from showing
how awkward and
overwhelming these
emotions can be.
Importantly, the book
also features LGBTQ+
representation through
one of the characters,
and this is done with
warmth and respect.
This inclusive approach
is one of the reasons
why Drama Raina
Telgemeier wrote
continues to be
celebrated by readers
and educators alike.

The
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Importan

ce of
Creative
Expressio

n

Theater is the
backdrop of the entire
story, and through it,
Telgemeier celebrates
the power of creative
expression. For Callie,
building sets is not just
a hobby; it is a way for
her to express herself
and contribute to
something bigger than
herself. The book
shows that art and
creativity can bring
people together,
provide an outlet for
big emotions, and build
confidence. For any
young reader who has
ever felt like an

outsider, Drama offers
a powerful message:
there is a place for you
in the creative world,
and your talents
matter.

ART STYLE AND
VISUAL
STORYTELLING

As a graphic novel, the
artwork in Drama
Raina Telgemeier
created is just as
important as the
words. Telgemeier's art
style is «clean,
expressive, and full of
energy. The characters
have exaggerated
facial expressions that
make it easy to
understand their
emotions, and the
panel layouts are
dynamic, guiding the
reader through the
story at a smooth
pace. The color palette
is bright and inviting,
perfectly capturing the
optimistic tone of the



book. Telgemeier also
uses visual details to
enhance the
storytelling, such as
showing Callie's
sketches and set
designs, which helps
readers feel immersed
in her creative world.
The combination of
Drama text and
illustrations creates a
reading experience
that is both engaging
and deeply satisfying.

WHY DRAMA BY
RAINA TELGEMEIER
RESONATES WITH
YOUNG READERS

The lasting popularity
of Drama is no
accident. There are
several reasons why
this graphic novel has
become a favorite
among middle grade
readers, parents, and
educators. First, the
characters are
relatable. Callie is not a
perfect protagonist;

she makes mistakes,
feels insecure, and
sometimes lets her
emotions get the
better of her. This
makes her easy to root
for. Second, the story
deals with real issues
that young people
face, such as
navigating friendships,
understanding
romantic feelings, and
finding one's identity.
Third, the inclusion of
LGBTQ+ themes is
handled with care and
normalizes diverse
experiences for young
readers. Finally, the
book is simply fun to
read. The humor,
drama, and heart of
Drama Raina
Telgemeier have
crafted keep readers
turning pages from
start to finish.

THE IMPACT OF
DRAMA ON THE
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GRAPHIC NOMELdiverse and

INDUSTRY

When Drama was
published, it helped
solidify Raina
Telgemeier's

reputation as one of
the most important
voices in middle grade
graphic novels. The
book was a commercial
success and received
critical acclaim. It won
the Eisner Award for
Best Publication for
Teens and was a New
York Times bestseller.
More importantly,
Drama played a role in
expanding the
audience for graphic
novels. It showed that
comics are not just for
superhero stories; they
can be a powerful
medium for realistic,
emotional storytelling
about everyday life.
The success of Drama
by Raina Telgemeier
also paved the way for

inclusive graphic
novels aimed at young
readers, helping to
create a vibrant
market that continues
to grow today.

COMPARING
DRAMA TO OTHER
WORKS BY RAINA
TELGEMEIER

Fans of Drama will be
happy to know that
Raina Telgemeier has
written several other
acclaimed graphic
novels. Her earlier
work, Smile, is an
autobiographical story

about her dental
struggles and
adolescence. Ghosts
explores family,
tradition, and the
supernatural. Guts

deals with anxiety and
digestive health. While
each of these books
tackles different
subjects, they all share
the warmth, humor,



and emotional honesty
that define Drama
Raina Telgemeier.
For readers who enjoy
the theater setting and
friendship dynamics in
Drama, the rest of
Telgemeier's
bibliography offers
similarly rewarding
experiences.

PARENTAL AND
EDUCATIONAL
RECEPTION

Drama has been
widely praised by
parents and educators
for its positive
messages and
relatable content. The
book is often included
in school libraries and
recommended reading
lists for middle grade
students. Teachers
appreciate how the
graphic novel format
appeals to reluctant
readers and helps build
literacy skills. The
themes of friendship,
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creativity, and
inclusion also provide
excellent discussion
points for classroom
conversations.

However, like any book
that tackles real-life
issues, Drama Raina
Telgemeier has
sometimes been the
subject of controversy
due to its LGBTQ+

content. Many
educators and
librarians strongly

defend the book,
arguing that it provides
much-needed
representation and
helps create a more
inclusive environment
for all students.
Overall, the reception
to Drama has been
overwhelmingly
positive, and it remains
a beloved staple of
young adult literature.

TIPS FOR
ENJOYING DRAMA
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BY RAINA
TELGEMEIER

If you are new to the
world of graphic novels
or are considering
reading Drama for the
first time, here are a
few suggestions for
getting the most out of
the experience:

1. Take time to
study the
artwork: The
illustrations in
Drama Raina
Telgemeier
created contain
many small
details that
enrich the story.
Pay attention to
character
expressions,
background
elements, and
the way panels
are arranged.

2. Read it more
than once: Like
all great books,
Drama reveals

11

new layers upon
rereading. You
may notice
foreshadowing or
details that you
missed the first
time.

. Discuss it with

others: The
book touches on
important topics
like friendship,
identity, and
inclusion. Talking
about these
themes with
friends or family
can deepen your
appreciation for
the story.

. Explore related

works: If you
enjoy Drama,
consider reading
other graphic
novels by Raina
Telgemeier or
similar authors.
There is a rich
world of
storytelling
waiting for you.



THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF DRAMA
BY RAINA
TELGEMEIER

More than a decade
after its initial
publication, Drama
remains a vital and
beloved work. Its
themes are timeless,
its characters are
unforgettable, and its
art is as charming as
ever. For a generation
of readers, Drama
Raina Telgemeier
wrote was a gateway
into the world of
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graphic novels and a
mirror that reflected
their own experiences.
The book continues to
find new readers every
year, and its legacy
shows no signs of
fading. Whether you
are reading it for the
first time or revisiting
an old favorite, Drama
is a story that stays
with you long after the
final page is turned.

CONCLUSION: WHY
DRAMA BY RAINA
TELGEMEIER
DESERVES A
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