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INTRODUCTION:
UNPACKING THE
BUSINESS OF
CANNABIS

In  recent  years,  few
documentaries  have
captured  the  cultural
and  economic  shift
surrounding  cannabis
as  compell ingly  as
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High.  This
eye-opening  film
delves  deep  into  the
underground economy,
political  maneuvering,
and corporate interests

that  have  shaped  the
marijuana  landscape.
Di rected  by  Adam
Scorgie,  Watch  The
Union  The  Business
Behind Getting High
offers  viewers  a  rare,
unfiltered look at how a
once - taboo  p lan t
transformed  into  a
mu l t i -b i l l i on -do l l a r
industry.  Whether  you
a r e  a  c a n n a b i s
e n t h u s i a s t ,  a n
entrepreneur, or simply
cur ious  about  the
f o r c e s  d r i v i n g
lega l i za t ion ,  th i s
documentary  provides
essential  context  for
understanding  one  of
the  most  significant
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social  and  economic
movements  of  our
time. In this article, we
w i l l  e x p l o r e  t h e
documentary's  key
themes,  the  evolution
o f  t h e  c a n n a b i s
market, the regulatory
challenges  businesses
face,  and  what  the
future  holds  for  this
rapidly  expanding
sector.

THE
DOCUMENTARY: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
CANNABIS
COMMERCE

When you sit down to
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High ,  you
quickly realize that this
is  not  a  typical  pro-
cannabis  propaganda
piece.  Instead,  the film
takes  a  journalistic
approach,  interviewing
growers,  activists,  law
enforcement  officials,
and  entrepreneurs  to

present  a  balanced
view  of  the  industry.
The  documentary
traces  the  history  of
cannabis prohibition in
N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,
highlighting how black
market  operations
flourished despite—and
o f t e n  b e c a u s e
of—restrictive laws.

Who
Made
This Film
and Why?
A d a m  S c o r g i e ,  a
Canadian  filmmaker,
set  out  to  answer  a
simple  but  profound
quest ion:  why  is  a
plant  that  has  been
used for  thousands of
years  suddenly  illegal,
and  who  profits  from
that  illegality?  Watch
T h e  U n i o n  T h e
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Business  Behind
Getting  High  is  the
resu l t  o f  years  o f
r e s e a r c h  a n d
interviews,  and  it  has
been  praised  for  its
e v e n - h a n d e d
t r e a t m e n t  o f  a
controversial  subject.
The  film  does  not  shy
away from showing the
negative aspects of the
drug trade, but it also
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
absurdities of a system
that criminalizes some
while  allowing  others
to  profit  under  the
g u i s e  o f  m e d i c a l
marijuana.

Key
Interview
s and
Perspecti

ves
One of the strengths of
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High  is  its
d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f
voices.  You  will  hear
from:

Medical
professionals
who discuss the
therapeutic
potential of
cannabis.
Law
enforcement
officers who
explain the
challenges of
policing illegal
grow operations.
Black market
growers who
reveal the risks
and rewards of
operating outside
the law.
Legal
entrepreneurs
who navigate the
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complex web of
regulations in a
newly legalized
market.

This  variety  ensures
that  the  documentary
does  not  feel  one-
sided.  By  presenting
multiple  viewpoints,
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
G e t t i n g  H i g h
encourages viewers to
think  critically  about
t h e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t
govern  cannabis  and
the  economic  forces
t h a t  s h a p e  i t s
distribution.

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE CANNABIS
INDUSTRY

To  fully  appreciate
what you see when you
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High, it helps
to understand how the
cannabis  industry  has
evolved over  the past

few decades. What was
o n c e  a  p u r e l y
underground  market
h a s  b e c o m e  a
legitimate—and  highly
competitive—sector  of
the  global  economy.

From
Prohibitio
n to
Legalizati
on
The  documentary
traces  the  arc  from
strict  prohibition  to
gradual legalization. In
the early 20th century,
c a n n a b i s  w a s
criminalized  in  many
countries, often driven
by  racial  and  political
motives  rather  than
public health concerns.
The  film  shows  how
this created a lucrative
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black  market  where
violence and corruption
thrived. Fast forward to
the 21st century, and a
wave  of  legalization
has swept across North
America,  beginning
with medical marijuana
p r o g r a m s  a n d
culminating  in  ful l
r e c r e a t i o n a l
l e g a l i z a t i o n  i n
countries  like  Canada
and several U.S. states.

The Rise
of
Medical
Cannabis
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
G e t t i n g  H i g h
dedicates  significant
screen  t ime  to  the
medical  mari juana
movement.  Patients
suffering  from  chronic

pain,  epilepsy,  cancer,
and  other  conditions
h a v e  t u r n e d  t o
c a n n a b i s  a s  a n
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o
pharmaceuticals.  The
d o c u m e n t a r y
interviews doctors and
patients  who  share
compelling  stories  of
how  cannab is  has
i m p r o v e d  l i v e s .
H o w e v e r ,  i t  a l s o
examines  the  gray
areas  where  medical
marijuana dispensaries
sometimes  operate
more  like  recreational
shops,  blurring  the
l i n e s  b e t w e e n
t r e a t m e n t  a n d
recreation.

The Black
Market
and Its
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Lingering
Influence
Even  in  places  where
cannabis is  now legal,
the  black  market  has
not disappeared. When
you Watch The Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High ,  you
learn  that  high  taxes,
complex  regulations,
and  limited  licensing
have  kep t  i l l ega l
growers  in  business.
The  documentary
e x p l o r e s  h o w
u n d e r g r o u n d
operations continue to
supply consumers who
are unwilling or unable
to  pay  legal  prices.
This  tension  between
the  legal  market  and
the black market is one
of the most fascinating
and  unresolved  issues
i n  t h e  c a n n a b i s
industry  today.

BUSINESS
CHALLENGES IN
THE CANNABIS
SECTOR

For  anyone  thinking
about  entering  the
cannabis  industry,
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High  offers  a
sobering  look  at  the
o b s t a c l e s  t h a t
entrepreneurs  face.
Legalization  does  not
mean an easy path to
profit.

Banking
and
Financial
Hurdles
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant  barriers
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e
documentary  is  the
difficulty  of  accessing
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banking  serv ices.
Because  cannabis
remains  illegal  at  the
federal  level  in  the
United  States,  many
banks  refuse  to  work
w i t h  c a n n a b i s
businesses. This forces
companies  to  operate
on  a  cash-only  basis,
which creates security
r isks  and  makes  i t
difficult  to  track
finances.  When  you
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High, you see
h o w  t h i s  l a c k  o f
banking  infrastructure
stifles  growth  and
innovation.

Regulator
y
Complexi

ty
Another major theme is
the  pa t chwork  o f
regulations  that  vary
from state to state and
country  to  country.
Producers, distributors,
and  retai lers  must
navigate  a  maze  of
licensing requirements,
testing  protocols,  and
packaging  rules.  The
documentary  shows
how  even  well-funded
companies  struggle  to
stay  compliant,  and
how smaller  operators
are often squeezed out
b y  t h e  c o s t  o f
comp l iance .  Th i s
regulatory burden is a
recurring  topic  when
you Watch The Union
The Business Behind
Getting High.

Marketing
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and
Branding
Restrictio

ns
Cannabis  businesses
face severe restrictions
o n  h o w  t h e y  c a n
market  their  products.
Un l i ke  a l coho l  o r
tobacco,  cannabis
cannot  be  advertised
on  many  platforms,
and  the  rules  around
p a c k a g i n g  a n d
promotion  are  strict.
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High features
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h
branding  experts  who
explain how companies
find  creative  ways  to
build  a  brand  without
running  afoul  of  the
law.  From  minimalist
p a c k a g i n g  t o

educational  content,
businesses  are  finding
innovative methods to
reach consumers.

THE SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL IMPACT

Beyond the economics,
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High explores
the social and cultural
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
cannabis  legalization.
The  plant  has  been
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h
c o u n t e r c u l t u r e
movements,  racial
justice  issues,  and
changing  attitudes
toward  drug  use.

Criminal
Justice
Reform
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  arguments
for  legalization  is  the
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need  to  address  the
injustices of the War on
D r u g s .  T h e
d o c u m e n t a r y
h i g h l i g h t s  h o w
p r o h i b i t i o n
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y
affected  minority
communities,  leading
to  mass  incarceration
and  lifelong  criminal
records  for  nonviolent
offenses.  When  you
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High, you see
the  human  cost  of
these policies and the
efforts to expunge past
c o n v i c t i o n s  a s
legalization spreads.

Changing
Public
Perceptio

n
The  film  also
documents how public
opinion  has  shifted
dramatically.  In  the
ear ly  2000s,  most
p e o p l e  o p p o s e d
legalization;  today,  a
majority  supports  it.
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
G e t t i n g  H i g h
attributes  this  change
to increased education
about  the  p lan t ' s
medical  benefits,  as
we l l  as  a  g row ing
s k e p t i c i s m  o f
government overreach.
The  documentary
argues  that  as  more
people  have  personal
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
c a n n a b i s ,  e i t h e r
through medical use or
legal  recreat ional
consumpt ion ,  the
stigma  has  faded.
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WHAT THE FUTURE
HOLDS

As  you  Watch  The
Union  The  Business
Behind Getting High,
you  will  likely  find
yourself  wondering
where  the  industry  is
h e a d e d .  T h e
documentary does not
offer easy answers, but
it  presents  several
possible  futures.

Global
Expansio
n
Cannabis legalization is
no longer just a North
A m e r i c a n
p h e n o m e n o n .
C o u n t r i e s  l i k e
Germany,  Australia,
and  parts  o f  Lat in
America  are  moving
toward  legalization.
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind

G e t t i n g  H i g h
suggests  that  the
global  market  wi l l
cont inue  to  grow,
though  the  pace  will
vary  depending  on
political will and public
opinion.  International
trade  in  cannabis,
however,  remains  a
distant prospect due to
treaties  and laws that
classify the plant as a
controlled substance.

Innovatio
n and
Product
Diversific
ation
The  documentary  also
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
e x p l o s i o n  o f  n e w
cannabis  products.
F rom  ed ib les  and
beverages  to  topicals
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and  concentrates,  the
industry  is  constantly
innovating.  When  you
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting  High ,  you
learn about the science
behind these products
and  the  challenges  of
ensuring  consistent
potency and safety. As
r e s e a r c h  i n t o
c a n n a b i n o i d s
cont inues,  we  can
expect  even  more
targeted  products  for
specific  medical  and
recreational  needs.

Corporate
Consolida
tion vs.
Small

Business
A  m a j o r  t e n s i o n
explored  in  the  film  is
the  battle  between
large corporations and
small,  independent
g r o w e r s .  A s  t h e
industry  matures,  big
players  are buying up
smaller  operations,
leading  to  concerns
about  monopolization.
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High features
interviews  with  small-
scale  farmers  who
worry that the soul of
t h e  c a n n a b i s
industry—its  artisanal,
community- focused
roots—is  being lost  to
corporate  interests.
The documentary asks
whether  the  future  of
c a n n a b i s  w i l l  b e
dominated  by  a  few
m u l t i n a t i o n a l
companies  or  whether
there  is  room  for  a
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diverse  ecosystem  of
producers.

HOW TO WATCH
THE UNION THE
BUSINESS BEHIND
GETTING HIGH

If you are interested in
s e e i n g  t h e
d o c u m e n t a r y  f o r
yourse l f ,  you  can
Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Gett ing  H igh  on
various  streaming
p l a t f o r m s .  I t  i s
available  on  Amazon
Prime  Video,  Apple
TV, Google Play, and
other  digital  retailers.
The  film has  also  been
shown  at  film  festivals
a n d  o n  s p e c i a l t y
television  channels.
Given its  relevance to
current  debates  about
cannabis  pol icy,  it
remains  a  popular
choice  for  educators,
pol icymakers,  and
anyone  curious  about
the  business  behind

the  plant.

CONCLUSION: A
MUST-WATCH FOR
INDUSTRY
WATCHERS

I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e
cannabis  is  rapidly
m o v i n g  f r o m  t h e
s h a d o w s  t o  t h e
mainstream,  Watch
T h e  U n i o n  T h e
Business  Behind
Getting High remains
an  essential  resource.
It  provides  historical
context,  economic
analysis,  and  human
stories  that  together
c r e a t e  a
comprehensive  picture
o f  t h e  c a n n a b i s
industry.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
entrepreneur,  a  policy
analyst ,  or  s imply
someone who wants to
understand  a  major
cultural  shift ,  this
documentary  offers
valuable  insights.  The
business  of  getting
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high  is  no  longer  just
about  consumption—it
is  about  regulation,
innovation, justice, and
the ongoing struggle to
define  what  a  legal
c a n n a b i s  m a r k e t
should  look  like.  By
taking  the  t ime  to

Watch  The  Union
The Business Behind
Getting High, you will
come  away  w i th  a
deeper appreciation for
the  complexities  and
opportunities  that  lie
a h e a d  i n  t h i s
remarkable industry.


