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INTRODUCTION:
THE POWER OF
THE TEXAS
BUSINESS SEARCH

When you're starting a
new venture, investing
in an existing
company, or simply
trying to verify a
supplier’s credentials,
the very first step
should be a public
records search. In the
Lone Star State, that
critical resource is the
Secretary of State of
Texas Business
Search tool. Whether

you are a serial
entrepreneur, a curious
consumer, or an
attorney conducting
due diligence,
understanding how to
navigate this database
can save you time,
money, and potential
legal headaches. This
article will walk you
through everything you
need to know about
the Texas business
entity search, from its
basic function to
advanced tips for
getting the most out of
it.

The Texas Secretary of
State’s office maintains
a comprehensive


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

digital repository of
every legally registered
business in the state.
With millions of active,
inactive, and dissolved
companies on file, the
search tool is
indispensable for
verifying a company’s
existence, checking its
compliance status, and
ensuring you are
dealing with a
legitimate entity. In
today’'s fast-paced
economy, performing a
routine business
search is not just a
legal formality—it is a
smart business
practice that builds
trust and transparency.

UNDERSTANDING
THE SECRETARY
OF STATE OF
TEXAS BUSINESS
SEARCH

What Is
the Texas
Secretary
of State
Business
Search?

The Secretary of
State of Texas
Business Search is
an online database
that houses official
records for all business
entities registered to
operate in Texas. This
includes corporations,
limited liability
companies (LLCs),
limited partnerships
(LPs), limited liability
partnerships (LLPs),
professional

associations, and other
statutory entities. The
database is maintained
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by the Business and
Public Filings Division
of the Texas Secretary
of State.

The primary purpose of
this tool is to provide
public access to
corporate filings,
including certificates of
formation, annual
reports, registered
agent information, and
any amendments or
dissolutions. Anyone
can use the database
to look up a business
by name, file number,
or even by the name of
an officer or director in
some cases. This
transparency is vital
for fostering a healthy
business environment
in Texas.

How the
Database

Works

The search tool
operates on the
SOSDirect system, an
online portal that
allows users to perform

searches, order
certified documents,
and even file new

business documents.
The system indexes
every active and
inactive business
entity. When you enter
search criteria, the
system returns a list of
matching records, each
with links to detailed
filing  histories and
current statuses.

The information you

can typically view
includes the entity’s

legal name, file
number, formation
date, status (e.g., “In
Existence,”

“Voluntarily
Dissolved,” “Forfeited
Existence”), registered



agent name and
address, and the
principal office

address. For publicly
traded corporations,
additional details may
appear. Understanding
these fields is crucial
for interpreting the
results correctly.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO USING
THE TEXAS
BUSINESS ENTITY
SEARCH

Accessing
the

SOSDirec
t System

To begin your Texas
business name
search, navigate to

homepage, look for the
“Business Filings &
Searches” section.
There, you will find a
direct link to the
“SOSDirect” portal. The
system is designed to
be intuitive, but first-
time users may want to
read the briefly
provided instructions
before diving in.

Search
Options:
Name,
File
Number,
and More

On the search page,
you have several

- , options. The most
the official website of P .
common is the
the Texas Secretary of .
business name
State. From the
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search. You can enter
the full or partial name
of the entity. The
system allows
wildcards (using the
asterisk * symbol) to
broaden your search.
For example, searching
“Tex* Corp” might
return all entities
starting with “Tex” and
containing “Corp.”

Alternatively, you can
search by the entity’s
file number—a unique
identifier assigned by
the Secretary of State.
This is the fastest way
to locate a specific
business if you have
the number. Some
advanced searches
also permit you to look
up entities by the
name of the registered
agent or by an officer’'s
name, though these
options may require
navigating to the
“Advanced Search”
feature.

Free vs.
Paid
Searches

Basic searches on
SOSDirect are free.
You can view the list of
matching entities and
their statuses without
paying a fee. However,
if you need to view the
actual filed documents
(like the Certificate of
Formation) or obtain a
certified copy of a
document, there is a
small charge per page
or per certificate. The
pricing is clearly
displayed before you
confirm the order. For
routine name
availability checks, the
free search is entirely
sufficient.



Interpreti
ng

Searc

Results

Once you click
“Search,” a list of
matching names

appears. Each entry
shows the entity
name, status, file
number, and
formation date. Click
on a result to see the
full detail page. Here,
you can see the

registered agent’s
name and address, the
principal office

address, and a list of
filings associated with
the entity. The
“Status” field is
particularly important:
“In Existence” means
the business is active
and compliant (or at

least has not been
involuntarily
terminated).
“Voluntarily Dissolved”
means the company
hose to «close.
Forfeited Existence”
often indicates a failure
to file annual reports or
pay taxes.

Always carefully note
the entity suffix (LLC,
Inc., Ltd., etc.) to
ensure you are looking
at the correct business.
Many similar names
exist, especially with
popular words like
“Texas” or “Lone Star.”

WHY PERFORM A
TEXAS BUSINESS
SEARCH?

Verify
Business
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Legitimac
y

Before entering into a
contract or making a
large purchase, it is
prudent to confirm that
the business you are
dealing with is legally
authorized to transact
in Texas. A quick
Secretary of State of
Texas Business
Search can reveal
whether a company is
still in good standing. If
the status shows
“Forfeited Existence”
or “Involuntary
Dissolution,” that
company may not have
the legal capacity to
conduct business,
which could void any
agreements you sign.

Check

Name
Availabilit

y

If you are forming a
new LLC or
corporation, you must
choose a name that is
not already in use by
another entity. The
Texas Secretary of
State requires that
each business name be
distinguishable from all
other names on file.
Performing a thorough

business entity
search before filing
your formation

documents will save
you the hassle of
rejection and potential
rebranding.

Obtain



Registere

Competit

d Agerdrs

Inform:-ai'preneurs

on

Every Texas business
must maintain a
registered agent in the
state—an individual or
company designated to

receive legal
documents. By
searching the

database, you can find
the registered agent
for any entity. This is
useful if you need to
serve legal papers or
send official
correspondence.

Research

and

ors often use the
Texas business search
to gather competitive
intelligence. By
examining the filing
history of a competitor,
you can learn when
they were formed, any
name changes, and
their registered agent
(which sometimes
reveals a parent
company or a law
firm). While the
database does not

show financials, it
provides a solid
foundation for

understanding the
legal structure of your
competition.

Check
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Complian
ce Status

Texas requires all
business entities to file
periodic reports
(typically annual or
biennial) and pay
associated fees. If a
company fails to file,
its status becomes
“Forfeited Existence.”
Checking the status of
a potential partner or
supplier can help you
avoid working with a
company that is not in
good standing, which
could indicate financial
trouble or
mismanagement.

TYPES OF
BUSINESS
ENTITIES IN TEXAS

LLC,
Corporati
on, LP,
LLP, and
More

Texas recognizes
several business entity
types, each with its
own characteristics.
Understanding these
can help you interpret
search results more
effectively. The most
common include:

e Limited
Liability
Company (LLC):
Flexible structure
with pass-
through taxation
and limited
liability for
members.

e Corporation



(Inc. or Corp.):
A traditional
entity with
shareholders,
directors, and
officers; subject
to double
taxation unless
an S-Corp

election is made.

Limited
Partnership
(LP): Has both
general partners
(with unlimited
liability) and
limited partners
(liability limited
to investment).
Limited
Liability
Partnership
(LLP): Often
used by
professional
services firms
(lawyers,
accountants);
partners have
limited liability.

¢ Professional

Association
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(PA): For
licensed
professionals like
doctors and
dentists.

e Nonprofit
Corporation:
Organized for

charitable,
educational, or
religious
purposes.

When searching,

ensure you use the
correct legal suffix. For
instance, “Acme LLC”
and “Acme Inc.” are
considered different
entities and will appear
separately.

Search
Implicatio
ns by
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Entity
Type

The search tool treats
all entity types equally,
but the information
shown may vary
slightly. For example, a
corporation’s detail
page often lists its
directors, whereas an
LLC page lists its
organizers and
managers. Knowing the
structure helps you
know what to expect.

TIPS FOR
EFFECTIVE
SEARCHING

Use Exact
Names
and
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Wildcards

If you know the exact
business name
(including punctuation
like “&” or “Co."),
enter it precisely. If
not, use partial names
combined with a
wildcard. For example,

searching

“Bluebonnet*” will
return all entities
starting with

“Bluebonnet.”
However, be careful
not to make the search
too broad—thousands
of results may be
overwhelming.

Understa
nding
Entity



Statuses

Common
include:

statuses

¢ In Existence:
The entity is
active and has
complied with all
filing
requirements.
Voluntarily
Dissolved: The
entity has filed
for dissolution
and is closed.
Forfeited
Existence: The
entity has been
dissolved by the
state for failing
to file reports or
pay taxes.
Involuntarily
Dissolved:
Similar to
forfeited, often
used for
administrative
dissolution.
Terminated:
Final dissolution

12

completed.

Knowing the difference
helps you determine
whether the entity can
still conduct business.

Avoiding
Common
Mistakes

One frequent error is
not including the entity
suffix. For example,
searching “Lone Star
Consulting” might miss
the one named “Lone
Star Consulting LLC.”
Another mistake is
confusing the
Secretary of State
database with the
Texas Comptroller’s
tax database—they
serve different
purposes. The SOS
database shows legal
structure, not tax
status. Also, remember
that the database does
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not include sole
proprietorships or
general partnerships
(unless they register
an assumed name with
the county).

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT TEXAS
BUSINESS SEARCH

Is the
Texas
Business
Search
Free?

Yes, basic searches for
business names and

statuses are free on
SOSDirect. You only
pay if you want to view
or print official filings
or order certified
copies.

How Do |
Get a
Certificat
e of

Existence
?

A Certificate of
Existence (also called a
Certificate of Good
Standing) is a paid
document



