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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO USING A
CLASSIFYING LIVING AND
NONLIVING THINGS WORKSHEET
IN EARLY SCIENCE EDUCATION

Science  is  all  about  observation,
curiosity,  and  classification.  One  of  the
very  first  lessons  that  young  learners
encounter  in  their  scientific  journey  is
the  distinction  between  living  and

nonliving things.  It  sounds simple,  but
for a child, the question "Is this alive?"
can  spark  a  world  of  wonder.  This  is
where  a  classifying  living  and
nonliving things worksheet becomes
an invaluable teaching tool. It transforms
an  abstract  concept  into  a  hands-on
activity, helping children develop critical
thinking  skills  and  a  foundation  for
biology.  Whether  you  are  a  parent
homeschooling  your  child,  a  teacher
planning a lesson, or a tutor looking for
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engaging resources, understanding how
to  use  these  worksheets  effectively  can
make all the difference.
In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore  what  makes  something  living
versus  nonliving,  why  classification
matters, and how to choose and use the
best worksheets for different age groups.
We will also dive into creative ways to
extend  learning  beyond  the  page,
ensuring that the concept sticks. Let us
begin this educational exploration.

WHAT ARE LIVING AND
NONLIVING THINGS?

Before  handing  out  any  classifying
l iv ing  and  nonl iv ing  th ings
worksheet, it is essential to understand
the  core  characteristics  that  define  life
itself.  This  knowledge  will  help  you

explain  the  concept  clearly  to  young
learners.

Characteristics of
Living Things
Living  things  share  several  key  traits.
Scientists  often  use  the  acronym MRS
GREN  to  remember  them,  but  for
younger students, we simplify the list to
a few observable features:

Growth: All living things grow and
change over time. A baby grows
into a child, and a seed grows into
a plant.
Reproduction: Living things can
reproduce and create offspring
that are similar to themselves.
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Cats have kittens, and flowers
produce seeds.
Need for Energy: Living things
need food, water, or sunlight for
energy. Animals eat plants or
other animals, while plants use
sunlight to make their own food.
Movement: While not always
obvious, all living things can move.
Animals walk or fly, and even
plants move toward the sun or
open their petals.
Response to Stimuli: Living
things react to changes in their
environment. A plant grows toward
light, and an animal runs away
from danger.
Cellular Structure: All living
things are made of cells. This is a
more advanced concept but

introduces the idea of building
blocks.

Characteristics of
Nonliving Things
Nonliving  things  do  not  possess  these
characteristics. They do not grow, need
energy,  or  reproduce.  However,  it  is
important to note that nonliving things
can  be  divided  into  two  categories:
things that were once alive and things
that never were. For example, a wooden
log was once part of a tree, but a rock
never  was.  A  good classifying living
and nonliving things worksheet  will
help students navigate these nuances.
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WHY USE WORKSHEETS FOR
CLASSIFICATION?

You  might  wonder  why  we  emphasize
worksheets so much. After all,  children
can learn by simply observing the world
around  them.  While  observation  is
crucial, a structured worksheet provides
specific benefits:

1. Visual
Comparison
Worksheets present images side by side,
allowing  children  to  compare  and
contrast.  This  visual  stimulus  helps
solidify  the  differences  between  a  dog
and  a  toy  car,  for  example.

2. Critical
Thinking
Development
A  classifying  living  and  nonliving
things worksheet  requires a child  to
justify  their  choices.  They  must  ask,
"Does  this  thing  grow?  Does  it  need
food?"  This  process  builds  reasoning
skills.

3. Assessment
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Tool for
Educators
Worksheets provide a quick snapshot of
a  student's  comprehension.  Teachers
can see instantly which concepts have
been grasped and which require  more
explanation.

4. Independent
Practice
After a group lesson, worksheets allow
children  to  work  independently.  This
re in forces  learn ing  and  bu i lds
confidence.

KEY ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE
CLASSIFYING LIVING AND
NONLIVING THINGS WORKSHEET

Not all worksheets are created equal. To
maximize learning, look for the following
features  when  selecting  or  designing
your  own  classifying  living  and
nonliving  things  worksheet:

Clear Visuals
High-quality  images  are  crucial,
especially for early readers. A picture of
a  sunflower,  a  butterfly,  a  rock,  and  a
chair  should  be  easily  identifiable.
Bright, realistic images work better than
cartoonish drawings because they help
children connect  the  worksheet  to  the
real world.
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Simple
Instructions
The directions should be straightforward.
Phrases like "Cut and paste the pictures
into  the  correct  boxes"  or  "Circle  the
living  things"  are  excellent.  Avoid
complex  language  that  might  confuse
the learner.

Organized
Layout
The worksheet should have two distinct
columns or  boxes labeled "Living" and
"Nonliving." This clear separation helps
children visually organize information.

Variety of
Examples
Include  a  range  of  items.  For  living
things,  show  animals,  plants,  insects,
and  humans.  For  nonliving  things,
include  natural  objects  like  rocks  and
water, as well as man-made items like
pencils and cars. This variety challenges
the  chi ld  to  think  beyond  simple
categories.

Engaging
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Modalities
Some  worksheets  include  coloring
activities,  while  others  involve  cutting
and  gluing.  Kinesthetic  (hands-on)
activities  are  particularly  effective  for
young  learners  because  they  engage
multiple  senses.  A  classifying  living
and nonliving things worksheet that
incorporates  these  elements  will  hold
attention longer.

HOW TO TEACH THE CONCEPT
ALONGSIDE A WORKSHEET

Simply handing out a worksheet without
context is less effective. To truly embed
the  concept  of  classification,  follow  a
structured lesson plan that incorporates
the worksheet as one part  of  a larger

learning experience.

Step 1: Start with
a Scavenger
Hunt
Take your students or children outside.
Ask them to  find three living things and
three nonliving things.  Bring the items
inside  or  take  photos.  Discuss  their
findings  as  a  group.  This  real-world
connection  primes  the  brain  for  the
worksheet activity.
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Step 2: Introduce
the Vocabulary
Write the words "living" and "nonliving"
on  a  whiteboard  or  chart  paper.
Brainstorm  examples  together.  Ask
guiding questions: "Does the sun grow?
Does a cat need food?"

Step 3: Model
the Activity
Using a sample image, complete one row
of the worksheet together. Think aloud:
"I see a fish. Fish live in water and need
to eat. Fish grow. So a fish is living." This
modeling helps students understand the

reasoning process.

Step 4:
Independent
Practice
Now  let  the  children  complete  their
classifying  living  and  nonliving
things  worksheet  on  their  own.
Circulate  around  the  room  to  offer
support and ask questions that prompt
deeper thinking.

Step 5: Review
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and Discuss
Go  over  the  answers  as  a  c lass.
Celebrate  correct  answers  and  turn
mistakes into learning opportunities. Ask
students  to  justify  their  choices.  This
discussion  reinforces  the  concept  and
builds oral language skills.

DIFFERENTIATING WORKSHEETS
FOR VARIOUS AGE GROUPS

A  classifying  living  and  nonliving
things worksheet can be adapted for
different  grade  levels.  The  core  concept
remains  the same,  but  the complexity
and expectations change.

For Kindergarten
and First Grade
(Ages 4-6)
At this stage, keep it simple. Use large,
colorful  pictures.  Focus  on  obvious
characteristics.  The  worksheet  might
have two columns with the words "Alive"
and "Not Alive" instead of "Living" and
"Nonliving,"  as  these  terms  are  more
accessible. Include familiar items like a
cat, a tree, a ball, and a cup. Limit the
number of items to about six to avoid
overwhelming young learners.



10

10 Classifying Living And Nonliving Things Worksheet 2023-01-20

For Second and
Third Grade

(Ages 7-8)
Introduce  more  challenging  examples.
Include items that blur the line, such as
a dead leaf, a seed, or a mushroom. Add
a third category for "Was Once Alive."
This classification worksheet encourages
critical  thinking  and  observation.
Students  can  also  begin  writing  short
sentences to justify their answers.

For Fourth Grade
and Up (Ages
9+)
At this level,  students can explore the
scientific  definition  of  life  more  deeply.
Introduce  the  concept  of  cells  and
metabolism.  The  worksheet  could
include a chart with characteristics and
checkboxes. Students must mark which
characteristics apply to each item. This
type  of  classifying  l iving  and
nonliving  things  worksheet  bridges
the gap to middle school biology.
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS AND
HOW TO ADDRESS THEM

Even with the best worksheet, children
often develop misunderstandings. Being
aware of these can help you guide them
effectively.

Misconception:
The Sun is Living
Children  often  think  the  sun  is  alive
because it provides light and heat, and it
seems to "move" across the sky. Explain
that the sun does not grow, reproduce,
or need food. It is a star, a massive ball
of gas, and it is nonliving.

Misconception: A
Fire is Living
Fire moves, grows, and needs fuel, which
are characteristics of living things. This
i s  a  common  con fus i on .  Use  a
classifying  living  and  nonliving
things worksheet that includes fire in a
more  advanced  lesson.  Explain  that  fire
does  not  have  ce l ls  and  cannot
reproduce. It is a chemical reaction, not
a living organism.

Misconception: A
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Robot is Alive
With the prevalence of technology, some
children think robots are alive because
they move and respond to commands.
Discuss  the  difference  between
programmed  responses  and  true
biological  life.  Robots  do  not  grow  or
reproduce naturally.

CREATIVE EXTENSIONS BEYOND
THE WORKSHEET

To deepen understanding,  complement
your classifying living and nonliving
things  worksheet  with  engaging,
hands-on  activities.

Nature Journaling
Give  each  child  a  notebook  and  go
outside. Ask them to draw and label five
living  things  and  five  nonliving  things.
This  combines  art,  observation,  and
science.

Sorting Relay
Game
Create two large hoops labeled "Living"
and  "Nonliving."  Place  a  pile  of  toys,
rocks, leaves, and other objects nearby.
In teams, children race to sort the items
into  the  correct  hoops.  This  energetic
game  reinforces  classification  in  a  fun
way.
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Digital
Interactive
Games
Many  educational  websites  offer  free
digital sorting games. These can be used
on  tablets  or  interactive  whiteboards.
They provide instant feedback, which is
highly motivating for students.

Create a
Classroom

Display
After  completing  a  classifying  living
and  nonliving  things  worksheet,
have  students  cut  out  pictures  from
magazines  and  create  a  large  class
collage.  This  collaborative  project
celebrates  learning  and  decorates  the
room.

INTEGRATING WORKSHEETS INTO
A BROADER CURRICULUM

A classification worksheet does not have
to stand alone. It can be integrated into
other subjects:

Literacy: Read books like "What Is
Alive?" by Kathleen Weidner
Zoehfeld. Have students write a



14

14 Classifying Living And Nonliving Things Worksheet 2023-01-20

sentence about why their favorite
animal is living.
Art: Draw a scene that includes
both living and nonliving things.
Use different colors or materials to
represent each category.
Math: Count and graph the
number of living versus nonliving
items in a given picture or outdoor
area.
Social Studies: Discuss how
humans interact with nonliving
things to build homes, roads, and
communities.

PRINTING AND DIGITAL
CONSIDERATIONS

In  today's  educational  landscape,  you
have  choices.  Some  teachers  prefer
printable  classifying  living  and

nonliving things worksheet  versions
for  hands-on  work,  while  others  use
digital PDFs or interactive forms.

Printable
Worksheets
These are  ideal  for  independent  work,
homework,  or  centers.  Print  on  high-
quality paper and consider laminating for
reuse  with  dry-erase  markers.  This  is
especially  useful  in  classrooms  with
limited  resources.

Digital
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Worksheets
If you are using a learning management
system,  d ig i ta l  worksheets  are
convenient. Students can drag and drop
items  into  categories.  This  format  is
paperless  and  provides  automatic
grading  options.  However,  ensure  that
the  digital  activity  is  accessible  on
various  devices.

CONCLUSION

The journey of scientific discovery begins
with  simple  questions.  What  is  alive?
What is not? A classifying living and
nonliving  things  worksheet  is  far
more than just a piece of paper; it is a
gateway to critical thinking, observation,
and  wonder.  By  choosing  worksheets
that  are  visual ly  engaging,  age-
appropriate,  and  challenging,  and  by
pairing  them  with  real-world  activities
and discussions, educators and


