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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF THE
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
ORIGINAL STORY

Few  l iterary  works
have  captured  the
collective  imagination
quite like the Alice In
Wonderland Original
S t o r y .  S i n c e  i t s
publication  in  1865,
this  whimsical  tale
written  by  Charles
Lutwidge  Dodgson
under  the  pen  name
Lewis  Car ro l l  has
t r a n s c e n d e d
generations,  cultures,
and  artistic  mediums.
The  story  of  a  young

girl  who  falls  down  a
rabb i t  ho le  in to  a
fantas t i ca l  wor ld
remains  as  fresh  and
bewildering today as it
w a s  d u r i n g  t h e
Victorian era. But what
i s  i t  a b o u t  t h i s
particular  narrative
t h a t  m a k e s  i t  s o
t imeless?  To  truly
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
phenomenon,  one
must  return  to  the
source—the  original
text,  its  creation,  its
characters,  and  the
layers of meaning that
cont inue  to  inv i te
interpretation.  This
article  explores  the
depth  and  wonder  of
t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland Original
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Story,  examining  its
origins, its themes, and
its  lasting  influence  on
literature  and  popular
culture.

THE GENESIS OF A
WONDERLAND:
HOW THE STORY
CAME TO BE

The origins of the Alice
I n  W o n d e r l a n d
Original  Story  are
almost as charming as
the  tale  itself.  On  a
sweltering  afternoon
o n  J u l y  4 ,  1 8 6 2 ,
Charles  Dodgson,  a
mathematics  lecturer
a t  Chr i s t  Church ,
Oxford, took a boat trip
up  the  River  Thames
w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d
Robinson  Duckworth
and  the  three  young
daughters  of  Henry
Liddell:  Lorina,  Edith,
and Alice. To entertain
the  gir ls,  Dodgson
began to invent a story
about a bored little girl
n a m e d  A l i c e  w h o

ventures into a strange
world after following a
white  rabbit.  The  real
Alice, Alice Liddell, was
so captivated that she
begged him to write it
down.
Dodgson  eventually
obliged, presenting her
with  a  handwritten
manuscr ipt  t i t led
Alice's  Adventures
Under Ground in 1864.
Encouraged by friends
w h o  r e a d  t h e
m a n u s c r i p t ,  h e
e x p a n d e d  t h e
narrat ive,  and  the
Alice In Wonderland
Original Story (under
its  ful l  t it le  Alice's
A d v e n t u r e s  i n
Wonder land )  was
published in 1865 with
illustrations by Sir John
Tenn ie l .  I t  i s  th i s
published  version  that
we  recognize  as  the
definitive  original
story. The journey from
a  s p o n t a n e o u s
r ivers ide  ta le  to  a
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published  masterpiece
is  a  testament  to  the
power  of  a  s imple,
imaginative  idea.

Lewis
Carroll:
The Man
Behind
the
Madness
Understanding  the
author  adds  a  r ich
layer  to  reading  the
Alice In Wonderland
Or ig ina l  S to ry .
Dodgson was a man of
cont rad ic t ions :  a
devout  deacon ,  a
p i o n e e r i n g
photographer,  a  shy
stammerer ,  and  a
brilliant  logician  and
mathematician.  His

academic  background
in  logic  and  puzzles
heavily  influences  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f
Wonderland. The story
is  filled  with  riddles,
pa radoxes ,  and  a
deliberate  subversion
of logic that challenges
t h e  r e a d e r ' s
expectations.  This
intellectual playfulness,
combined  with  his
deep  affection  for
chi ldren  and  their
i m a g i n a t i v e
worldviews,  created  a
unique narrative voice
t h a t  f e e l s  b o t h
nonsensical and deeply
profound.

A JOURNEY
THROUGH THE
PLOT OF THE
ORIGINAL STORY

W h i l e  c o u n t l e s s
adaptat ions  have
reshaped the narrative,
the plot of the Alice In
Wonderland Original
Story  is  surprisingly
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episodic.  Alice,  feeling
drowsy  while  sitting
with  her  sister  on  a
riverbank, sees a White
Rabbit with a waistcoat
and  pocket  watch
lamenting  that  he  is
late.  She  follows  him
into  his  rabbit  hole,
falling  slowly  down  a
deep well. This descent
is  the  portal  into  a
world  where the rules
of  the  real  world  no
longer apply.
Once  she  arrives  in
Wonderland,  Al ice
undergoes  a  series  of
bewildering  physical
changes,  growing  and
shrinking  after  eating
and  drinking  various
items.  She  meets  a
cast  of  unforgettable
characters,  including
the  hookah-smoking
C a t e r p i l l a r ,  t h e
Cheshire  Cat  with  its
enigmatic  grin,  the
perpetually  chaotic
Mad Hatter and March
H a r e ,  a n d  t h e

tyrannical  Queen  of
Hearts  who  demands
"Off  with  their  heads!"
at  every  whim.  The
story  culminates  in  a
nonsens i ca l  t r i a l
concerning the theft of
some tarts, where Alice
finally grows to her full
size,  defies  the  absurd
authority of  the court,
and  wakes  up  to  find
herself  back  on  the
riverbank  with  her
head in her sister's lap.

KEY CHARACTERS
THAT DEFINE THE
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
ORIGINAL STORY

The enduring power of
t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland Original
Story rests heavily on
its  incredible  cast  of
characters.  Each figure
A l i ce  encounte r s
embodies  a  specific
type of adult behavior,
social  convention,  or
philosophical  concept,



Alice In Wonderland Original Story 5

5

o f ten  taken  to  an
extreme of absurdity.

Alice: The
Voice of
Victorian
Reason
Alice  is  not  a  passive
o b s e r v e r ;  s h e  i s
curious,  polite,  and
possesses  a  strong
sense of internal logic.
I n  t h e  c h a o s  o f
Wonde r l and ,  she
serves as the reader's
anchor, trying to apply
rules  of  etiquette  and
reason to a world that
has  none.  Her  growth
and  shr ink ing  are
metaphors  for  the
anxieties  of  childhood
and  ado lescence,
reflecting  the  struggle
to find one's place in a
confusing  adult  world.
S h e  i s  t h e  o n l y

character  in  the  story
who  undergoes  real
change,  evolving from
a  confused  child  into
someone  who  can
confidently  challenge
the  Queen  of  Hearts.

The
White
Rabbit:
The
Catalyst
of Panic
The  Rabb i t  i s  t he
engine  of  the  plot,
rep resen t ing  the
anxious, time-obsessed
nature  of  Victorian
s o c i e t y .  H e  i s
perpetually  late  and
terrified of the Duchess
and the Queen. He is a
figure  of  authority,  but
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a  deeply  incompetent
one,  showcasing  how
the structures of power
in Wonderland are built
on  fea r  and  hab i t
rather than capability.

The Mad
Hatter
and the
March
Hare
These  characters
e n c a p s u l a t e  t h e
concept  of  "madness"
as a form of intellectual
rebellion.  Their  "Mad
T e a - P a r t y "  i s  a
masterpiece of illogical
conversation,  riddles
without answers, and a
permanent tea time (it
is  always  six  o'clock).
They represent a world
where  language  and
t ime  have  become

u n t e t h e r e d  f r o m
meaning,  forcing  Alice
(and  the  reader)  to
abandon  conventional
thinking.

The
Queen of
Hearts
T h e  Q u e e n  i s  t h e
e m b o d i m e n t  o f
irrational authority and
tyranny.  Her  constant
cry  for  executions
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
arbitrary  and  often
cruel nature of power.
However, her power is
a l s o  s h o w n  t o  b e
hollow; as the King of
Hearts  notes ,  she
never  actually  carries
out  an execution.  She
is a symbol of temper
and  the  absurdity  of
absolute rule.
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The
Cheshire

Cat
Perhaps  the  most
philosophical character
i n  t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland Original
Story,  the  Cheshire
Cat  acts  as  a  guide,
albeit a confusing one.
With  h is  abi l i ty  to
d i s a p p e a r  a n d
reappear,  leaving only
his  grin,  he  embodies
the idea that meaning
is  elusive.  His  famous
advice,  "If  you  don't
know  where  you  are
going, any road will get
you there," is a perfect
summary of the story's
existential undertones.

MAJOR THEMES IN
THE ORIGINAL
TEXT

While  many  see  the

Alice In Wonderland
Original  Story  as
pure  nonsense,  it  is
deeply concerned with
serious themes. Carroll
uses the dream logic of
Wonderland to critique,
question,  and  explore
the world around him.

The
Critique
of
Victorian
Education
The  story  is  filled  with
parodies of the tedious
lessons  that  Victorian
children were expected
t o  m e m o r i z e .
Characters  constantly
recite poems and facts
that are slightly wrong,
such  as  the  Mouse's
"dry" history lesson or
the  Mock  Tur t le ' s
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m e l a n c h o l y
descriptions  of  his
s c h o o l i n g .  T h i s
s u g g e s t s  t h a t
knowledge  without
understanding  is  just
noise—a  subversive
idea  for  its  time.

The
Search
for
Identity
A l i c e  c o n s t a n t l y
questions  who  she  is.
After  growing  and
shrinking,  she  asks,
"Who in the world am
I?"  This  struggle  with
identity  is  a  central
theme  of  childhood
and  adolescence.  The
Caterpillar's  pointed
question,  "Who  are
you?"  is  one  of  the
m o s t  p r o f o u n d
moments in  the Alice

I n  W o n d e r l a n d
Or ig ina l  S to ry ,
f o r c i n g  A l i c e  t o
confront  her  own lack
of a stable sense of self
i n  a  w o r l d  t h a t
constantly changes her
physical form.

The
Absurdity
of
Language
and Logic
Carroll ,  a  logician,
loved to play with the
r u l e s  o f  l o g i c .
Conversa t i ons  i n
Wonderland are full of
puns,  homonyms,  and
syllogisms that lead to
ridiculous  conclusions.
T h e  f a m o u s
"Jabberwocky"  poem,
w i th  i t s  i nven ted
words,  demonstrates
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that  meaning  can  be
conveyed  through
sound  and  structure
alone.  This  theme
challenges  the  reader
to see language not as
a fixed system but as a
playful, malleable tool.

Dream
vs.
Reality
The entire narrative is
framed as a dream, but
Carroll  blurs  the  line
between  the  two .
Alice's  sister  hints  at
the end that Alice will
grow  up  and  perhaps
forget  her  "strange
dream,"  but  she  will
also  remember  it  and
cherish it. The question
of whether Wonderland
is real or just a dream
is  left  deliberately
open,  suggesting  that
the experiences of the

imagination are just as
valid  as  those  of  the
waking world.

THE ARTISTRY OF
JOHN TENNIEL:
THE VISUAL SOUL
OF THE STORY

I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
discuss  the  Alice  In
Wonderland Original
S t o r y  w i t h o u t
acknowledging  the
profound  contribution
of  John  Tenniel,  the
illustrator. Tenniel's 42
w o o d - e n g r a v e d
illustrations  are  not
merely  decorations;
they are integral to the
story's  identity.  His
depiction of Alice as a
solemn, Victorian child
with  a  straight  dress
and neat hair provides
a  p e r f e c t  v i s u a l
contrast to the chaotic,
grotesque  creatures
she  meets.  The  Mad
Hatter,  the  Queen  of
H e a r t s ,  a n d  t h e
C h e s h i r e  C a t  a r e
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visually  defined  by
T e n n i e l ' s  w o r k ,
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e
archetypal images that
have persisted for over
a  c e n t u r y .  T h e
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
Carroll's  words  and
Tenniel's art created a
unified  masterpiece
where text and image
are in perfect harmony.

HOW THE
ORIGINAL STORY
DIFFERS FROM
MODERN
ADAPTATIONS

To truly understand the
Alice In Wonderland
Original  Story,  it  is
helpful to distinguish it
f r o m  i t s  m a n y
adaptations.  Most  film
versions,  particularly
D i s n e y ' s  1 9 5 1
animated  classic  and
Tim Burton's 2010 live-
action  film,  take
significant  liberties.

Structure: The

original story is
episodic and
driven by
encounters. Later
adaptations
often impose a
central
conflict—usually
a battle against
the Queen of
Hearts or a quest
to return
home—that
provides a more
conventional
narrative arc.
Tone: The book
has a dry, witty,
and sometimes
darkly sarcastic
tone that is often
softened in
adaptations. The
original story
does not shy
away from
moments of
genuine threat
and confusion.
Alice's
Personality: In
the original, Alice
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is often stubborn,
argumentative,
and slightly
bossy. She is not
just a passive
passenger; she
actively tries to
impose order on
the chaos. Many
adaptations
make her more
passive or heroic.
Omitted
Characters:
Many
adaptations skip
or combine
characters. The
Mock Turtle and
the Gryphon,
who tell the story
of the Lobster
Quadrille, are
frequently
absent from films
but are crucial to
the book's
exploration of
melancholy and
absurdity.
Ending: The
original story

ends with Alice
waking up and
dismissing the
entire adventure
as a curious
dream.
Adaptations
often add a
moral lesson or a
sense of personal
growth that is
less explicit in
the text.

THE CULTURAL
AND LITERARY
LEGACY

The  influence  of  the
Alice In Wonderland
O r i g i n a l  S t o r y
extends far beyond the
realm  of  children's
literature.  It  has  been
c i t e d  a s  a  k e y
inspiration by surrealist
artists  like  Salvador
Dalí,  who  created  his
own illustrated version
of the book. The term
"Alice  in  Wonderland"
itself  has  entered  the
English language as a
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metaphor for a surreal,
illogical,  or  dreamlike
e x p e r i e n c e  ( a
phenomenon  formally
known  as  "Al ice  in
Wonderland syndrome"
in neurology).
P h i l o s o p h e r s ,
psychologists,  and
literary  critics  have
analyzed  the  story
t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s
l e n s e s — F r e u d i a n ,
Jungian,  political,  and
mathematical.  It  has
been  adapted  into
everything  from ballet
to video games, and its
characters  are  among
the  most  recognizable
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
story's  refusal  to  offer
easy answers or a clear
moral  is  perhaps  its
g r e a t e s t  a s s e t ,
a l l o w i n g  e a c h
generation  to  find  new
meaning  within  its
pages.

CONCLUSION: WHY

THE ORIGINAL
STILL MATTERS

In an age of relentless
digital  stimulation,  the
Alice In Wonderland
Original Story retains
its  power  to  surprise,
confuse, and delight. It
is a story that respects
the  intelligence  of  its
readers,  both  young
and old. It does not talk
down to  children  with
simple  moral  lessons,
nor  does it  offer  adults
a  s i m p l e  e s c a p e .
Instead, it invites us to
embrace  the  chaos,
question the rules, and
explore the world with
the  same  sense  of
wide-eyed,  critical
curiosity  that  defines
its  young  heroine.
R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e
original text is not just
an exercise  in  literary
history; it is a journey
back to the source of a
deeply


