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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE SOUTH BEACH
DIET PHASE 1

The South Beach Diet,
created by cardiologist
Dr. Arthur Agatston, is
a popular eating plan

that focuses on
consuming low-
glycemic

carbohydrates and

healthy fats while
eliminating sugars and
refined starches. The
program is divided into
three phases, with
Phase 1 being the most
restrictive and
transformative. During
this initial two-week

period, the goal is to
stabilize blood sugar
levels, reduce cravings,
and jump-start weight
loss by strictly
controlling the type
and amount of
carbohydrates you eat.
The South Beach
Diet Phase 1 Food
list is designed to reset
your metabolism,
helping your body shift
from burning sugar for
energy to burning
stored fat. This phase
is often described as
the “strictest” but also
the most effective for
rapid initial results.
Understanding exactly
what you can and
cannot eat on Phase 1
is crucial for success,


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

and this guide will walk
you through every
detail in a clear,
practical way.

WHAT MAKES
SOUTH BEACH
DIET PHASE 1
UNIQUE?

Unlike many low-carb
diets that eliminate
almost all
carbohydrates, the
South Beach Diet
Phase 1 takes a more
nuanced approach. It
does not ban carbs
entirely; instead, it
focuses on eliminating
high-glycemic
carbohydrates that
spike blood sugar, such
as white bread, pasta,
rice, potatoes, sugary
snacks, and fruits. At
the same time, it
encourages
consumption of non-
starchy vegetables,
lean proteins, healthy

dairy. The South
Beach Diet Phase 1
Food list is carefully
curated to keep your
blood glucose levels
stable, which in turn
reduces hunger pangs
and cravings for
unhealthy foods. By
eating frequent,
balanced meals with a
good mix of protein,
fiber, and healthy fat,
you train your body to
rely less on sugar and
more on fat for fuel.
This metabolic shift is
the cornerstone of
Phase 1 and sets the
stage for long-term
weight management.

COMPLETE LIST OF
ALLOWED FOODS
ON PHASE 1

One of the most
common questions
when starting the
South Beach Diet is,
“What can | eat?” The

fats, and limited Phase 1 allowed foods
amounts of low-fat are grouped into
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several categories. It's
important to
emphasize variety and
moderation, even
within these approved
items.

Lean
Proteins

Proteins are the
backbone of Phase 1
meals. They promote
satiety, help preserve
muscle mass during
weight loss, and have a
minimal impact on
blood sugar. Enjoy
unlimited amounts of:

¢ Skinless chicken
breast or turkey
breast

¢ Fish and shellfish
(salmon, tuna,
mackerel,
shrimp, scallops)

e Lean cuts of beef
(sirloin,
tenderloin, 95%
lean ground

beef)

* Pork tenderloin
or lean chops

e Eggs and egg
whites

e Tofu and tempeh
(in moderation)

e Vegetarian meat
substitutes
(check labels for
hidden sugars)

Non-
Starchy
Vegetabl
es

Vegetables are your
primary source of
carbohydrates during
Phase 1. They are
packed with fiber,
vitamins, and minerals.
Eat as many as you
like of the following
(raw, steamed,
roasted, or sautéed in
approved oil):



e Leafy greens:
spinach, kale,
arugula, lettuce,
Swiss chard

¢ Cruciferous:
broccoli,
cauliflower,
cabbage,
Brussels sprouts

e Other: bell
peppers,
zucchini,
cucumber,
celery, tomatoes,
mushrooms,
eggplant,
asparagus, green
beans, onions,

garlic
Note: Starchy
vegetables such as
potatoes, sweet

potatoes, corn, peas,
and winter squash are
not allowed during
Phase 1.

Healthy

Fats

Fats are essential for
absorbing fat-soluble

vitamins and for
providing steady
energy. Stick to

unsaturated sources
and avoid trans fats.
Allowed fats include:

¢ Olive oil and
canola oil

e Avocado and
avocado oil

e Nuts and seeds:
almonds,
walnuts, pecans,
cashews,
sunflower seeds,
pumpkin seeds
(limit to 1 ounce
or a small
handful per day)

e Nut butters
(natural, no
added sugar; 2
tablespoons per
day)

e Flaxseeds and
chia seeds
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Dairy and
Dairy
Alternativ
es

Dairy is permitted in
limited amounts, and it
is important to choose
low-fat or fat-free
options. Full-fat dairy
can add too many
calories and saturated
fat, potentially slowing
weight loss. Allowed
dairy on South Beach
Diet Phase 1 Food
includes:

* Low-fat or fat-
free milk (skim
milk) -up to 1
cup daily

e Plain non-fat
Greek yogurt -
up to 1 cup daily

e Low-fat cottage
cheese - up to %
cup daily

e Part-skim
mozzarella or
other low-fat
cheeses - 1
ounce per day

e Non-dairy milks
(unsweetened
almond, soy, or
coconut milk) -
check labels for
added sugars

Legumes
(Limited)

While beans and lentils
are generally healthy,
they contain moderate
amounts of
carbohydrates. During
Phase 1, only small
portions are allowed,
and they should be
used as a side or salad
addition, not a main
source of carbs.

Approved legumes
include:
e Chickpeas

(garbanzo beans)



- Y4 cup cooked

e Lentils - ¥4 cup
cooked

» Black beans,
kidney beans - ¥
cup cooked

If you choose to
include legumes, do so
sparingly and count
them as part of your
carb allowance. Many
people choose to skip
legumes entirely
during the strict two
weeks to maximize
results.

Beverage
s and
Condime
nts

Stay hydrated with
water, unsweetened
tea, and black coffee
(limit to 1-2 cups if you
are sensitive to

caffeine). Diet sodas,
sparkling water with no
added sugar, and
sugar-free drink mixes
are also allowed in
moderation. For flavor,
use:

» Herbs and spices
(any kind)

e Vinegar
(balsamic, red
wine, apple
cider)

e Mustard (no
sugar added)

e Hot sauce (no
sugar)

e Soy sauce or
tamari (low
sodium
preferred, in
small amounts)

FOODS TO AVOID
COMPLETELY
DURING PHASE 1

The success of Phase 1
depends on strict
elimination of high-
glycemic foods. Avoid
the following:
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e All grains: bread,
pasta, rice,
cereal, oats,
quinoa, barley

e Starchy
vegetables:
potatoes, sweet
potatoes, corn,
peas, parsnips

e Sugar and
sweets: candy,
cake, cookies, ice
cream, honey,
maple syrup,
agave

e Fruits and fruit
juices (even
natural ones -
berries are
reintroduced in
Phase 2)

e Alcohol - all
types, including
wine and beer

e Full-fat dairy:
whole milk,
cream, full-fat
cheese

e Processed meats:
bacon, sausage,
hot dogs, deli
meats with

added sugar or
nitrates

e Sugary
condiments:
ketchup, BBQ
sauce, sweet
salad dressings,
jam

e Legumes in large
guantities (as
mentioned, only
very small
portions)

Why these restrictions?
Every one of these
foods has a high
glycemic index or is
quickly converted into
glucose, causing
insulin spikes that
promote fat storage
and hunger. By
removing them, you
allow your body to
reset its insulin
sensitivity.

SAMPLE MEAL
IDEAS FOR SOUTH
BEACH DIET PHASE



1 FOOD onions, plus a
small handful of
baby spinach.

Putting the allowed
foods together into
satisfying meals is

easier than you might LU nCh

think. Here are some

suggestions for a e Grilled chicken
typical day. salad: mixed
greens,
B Fea kfa St cucumber, cherry
tomatoes,
« Spinach and avocado slices,
mushroom and a vinaigrette
omelet made made with olive

with 2 eggs and oil and vinegar.

a tablespoon of * Tuna salad
olive oil, served stuffed in a bell
with a side of pepper half: mix
sliced tomato. canned tuna with

e Plain non-fat a bit of plain
Greek yogurt (1 Greek yogurt,
cup) with a diced celery, and
tablespoon of mustard. Serve
chopped in a roasted bell
almonds and a pepper boat.
sprinkle of e Turkey and
cinnamon (no cheese roll-ups:
fruit). sliced lean

e Scrambled eggs turkey breast, a
with sautéed bell slice of low-fat
peppers and mozzarella, and

a lettuce leaf.
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Enjoy with a side
of raw veggie
sticks.

Dinner

e Baked salmon

with lemon and
dill, served with
steamed broccoli
drizzled with
olive oil and
garlic.

Stir-fried tofu
with a variety of
colorful
vegetables
(broccoli, snap
peas, bell
peppers) using
tamari and
sesame oil (use
sparingly).

Lean beef sirloin
steak with a big
side of roasted
asparagus and a
small green
salad.

Snacks

Phase 1 allows for two
snacks per day. Good
choices include:

e Celery sticks with
almond butter (2
tablespoons)

¢ A small handful
of almonds
(about 14-15
nuts)

e Hard-boiled egg

e Handful of
cucumber slices
with hummus
(make sure
hummus has no
added sugar;
limit to 2
tablespoons)

e String cheese
(low-fat
mozzarella)

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
ON PHASE 1

Following the South
Beach Diet Phase 1
Food list strictly is
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vital, but there are
additional strategies
that can make the two
weeks smoother and
more effective.

e Plan ahead:
Batch cook
proteins and
chop vegetables
at the beginning
of the week so
you always have
compliant
options ready.

* Read labels:
Hidden sugars
lurk in many
packaged foods,
including sauces,
broths, and
dressings. Look
for sugar, high
fructose corn
syrup, dextrose,
maltodextrin,
and other
sweeteners.

e Stay hydrated:
Drinking water
helps reduce
hunger and
fatigue. Aim for

at least 8-10
cups per day.
Manage
cravings
smartly: If you
feel like
something
sweet, try a cup
of herbal tea with
a dash of
cinnamon or a
few pieces of
sugar-free gum.
The cravings
usually diminish
after the first few
days.

Don’t skip
meals: Eat three
meals and two
snacks to keep
blood sugar
stable. Skipping
meals can lead
to overeating
later.
Incorporate
physical
activity: While
Phase 1 does not
require a specific
exercise
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regimen, light to
moderate
activity (walking,
stretching, yoga)
can support your
energy levels
and enhance
weight loss.

Be prepared
for the “low-
carb flu”: As
your body
adjusts to fewer
carbohydrates,
you may feel
tired, irritable, or
headachy. This
usually passes
within 3-5 days.

Rest, drink
electrolytes
(broth with salt),
and stay
consistent.

WHAT TO EXPECT
DURING PHASE 1
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Many people
experience significant
weight loss during the
first week, often losing
several pounds of
water weight as
glycogen stores are
depleted. True fat loss
begins soon after. You
may also notice:



