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UNRAVELING THE
STEPHANIE
LAURENS CYNSTER
FAMILY TREE: A
GUIDE TO THE BAR
CYNSTER DYNASTY

For  decades,  readers
have  been  swept  into
the  glittering  world  of
the British ton through
the  novels  of  one  of
historical  romance’s
most  beloved authors.
At  the  heart  of  this
universe  lies  a  single,
formidable  family:  the
C y n s t e r s .
Understanding  the
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree

i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a n
exercise in genealogy;
i t  i s  t h e  k e y  t o
unlocking  a  sprawling
s a g a  o f  p a s s i o n ,
a d v e n t u r e ,  a n d
unwavering  family
loyalty. Navigating the
connections  between
the  Duke  of  St.  Ives,
the  legendary  Demon
Cynster,  and the next
generation  of  heroes
can feel daunting for a
new reader. This guide
wil l  i l luminate  the
branches of this iconic
family,  providing  a
clear  and  engaging
roadmap  through  one
of  romance  fiction's
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d
dynasties.
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THE FOUNDATION:
THE ORIGINAL

GENERATION

Every  great  dynasty
b e g i n s  w i t h  a
formidable  patriarch
and  matriarch.  In  the
Cynster  world,  that
honor  belongs  to  the
Duke of St. Ives and his
Duchess.  While  they
a p p e a r  i n  t h e
background  of  many
stories,  their  influence
shapes every character
w h o  f o l l o w s .  T h e
Duke's iron will and the
D u c h e s s ' s  k e e n
intelligence  are  the
hereditary  traits  that
define  the  Cynster
clan.

The Five
Original

Cynster
Cousins
The  core  of  the  early
series revolves around
five  male  cousins,  the
sons  of  the  Duke's
b r o t h e r s .  T h e s e
men—often referred to
a s  t h e  " B a r
Cynster"—are  the
h e r o e s  o f  t h e
foundational  novels.
They  are:

Richard
"Scandal"
Cynster: The
eldest cousin and
the heir to the
dukedom. His
story begins the
series proper.
Alasdair
"Lucifer"
Cynster: Known
for his dark,
devilish good
looks and his
strategic mind.
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Gabriel
Cynster: A man
of action and
impulse, whose
fiery nature
matches his hair.
Vane Cynster:
The most
cerebral and
observant of the
cousins, often
working behind
the scenes.
Demon
Cynster:
Perhaps the most
legendary of the
group, a man
with a notorious
reputation who
meets his match
in a most
unexpected way.

These five cousins form
the  first  major  branch
of  the  Stephanie
Laurens  Cynster
Family  Tree.  Their
individual  journeys  to
find  love  and  build
their  own  families  set
the  stage  for  every

s u b s e q u e n t
generation.

THE MATRIARCHS:
THE WOMEN WHO
TAMED THE
CYNSTERS

A key  element  of  the
s e r i e s '  a p p e a l  i s
w a t c h i n g  t h e s e
powerful, arrogant men
fall utterly in love. The
women who enter  the
family  are  as  strong-
willed  and  intelligent
as the men they marry.
Each marriage adds a
new  limb  to  the  tree
a n d  b r i n g s  n e w
personalities  into  the
Cynster  orbit.

Honoria
Wetherby:
Marries Scandal
and becomes the
next Duchess of
St. Ives. Her
strength of
character is
essential to
leading the
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family.
Patience
Debbington:
Marries Vane.
She is a botanist
with a fierce
independent
streak.
Alathea
Morwellan:
Marries Lucifer.
She is a widow
with a sharp
tongue who
refuses to be
intimidated.
Bathsheba
"Sheba"
Debrington:
Marries Gabriel.
A young woman
who challenges
him at every
turn.
Felicité
"Felicity"
Newsome:
Marries Demon.
Her innocence
and directness
disarm the most
notorious

Cynster of them
all.

T h e s e  m a r r i a g e s
p roduce  the  nex t
g e n e r a t i o n — t h e
children  who  become
t h e  h e r o e s  a n d
heroines  of  the  later
books.

THE SECOND
GENERATION: THE
BASTION CLUB
AND NEW
ADVENTURES

As the original cousins
settle  into  domestic
bliss, the focus shifts to
their  younger brothers
and  other  relatives.
Th i s  expands  the
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree
in  fascinating  ways.
The  "Bastion  Club"
ser ies  in t roduces
characters  who  are
connec ted  t o  the
Cynsters  through
friendship  and  distant
blood  ties,  while  the
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"Cynster  S is ters"
trilogy brings the next
generation  of  women
to the forefront.

The
Cynster
Sisters
Trilogy
The  daughters  of  the
original  cousins  prove
just  as  formidable  as
their  fathers.  These
books highlight a shift
in  power,  where  the
women  are  the  ones
driving  the  story  and
c h o o s i n g  t h e i r
partners.

Amanda
Cynster:
Daughter of
Lucifer and
Alathea. Her
search for
adventure leads

her to a
mysterious
recluse.
Amelia
Cynster:
Daughter of
Gabriel and
Sheba. A
determined
matchmaker who
finds herself
caught in her
own game.
Henrietta
Cynster:
Daughter of
Scandal and
Honoria. An
innocent with a
hidden wild
streak.

These  three  women
represent  the  third
generat ion  o f  the
family,  showing  how
the  Cynster  traits  of
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
in te l l i gence ,  and
passion  are  passed
down  through  the
female  l ine.
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THE NEXT
GENERATION: THE
CYNSTER
CHILDREN COME
OF AGE

The most recent series
arc  focuses  on  the
children of the original
five  cousins  and  their
siblings.  This  is  where
t h e  f a m i l y  t r e e
becomes  truly  dense.
Readers  who  have
followed  the  series
from the beginning get
t h e  j o y  o f  s e e i n g
beloved  characters  as
parents  and  watching
their children find love.

Key
Figures in
the

Younger
Generatio
n
The children of the Bar
Cynster  each  inherit
specific  traits  from
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .
Understanding  these
connections  enriches
t h e  r e a d i n g
experience.

Sebastian
Cynster: The
eldest son of
Scandal and
Honoria, he is
the heir to the
dukedom and
carries the
weight of
expectation. His
story is central to
the later novels.
Catherine "Cat"
Cynster: A fiery
redhead who is
the daughter of
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Gabriel and
Sheba. Her
independent
spirit leads her
into dangerous
situations.
Marcus
Cynster: The
son of Demon
and Felicity, who
inherits his
father's intensity
and reputation.
Rupert
Cynster: A
younger son who
must forge his
own path outside
the shadow of
the dukedom.
Angelica
Cynster: A
beautiful and
determined
young woman
who knows
exactly what she
wants in a
husband.

This  generation  also
includes  the  children
from the Bastion Club

and  other  re la ted
families,  creating  a
richly  interconnected
web  of  characters.

NAVIGATING THE
EXTENDED
FAMILY: COUSINS
AND
CONNECTIONS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
rewarding  aspects  of
reading  Stephanie
Laurens  is  recognizing
how every character is
c o n n e c t e d .  T h e
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree
extends far beyond the
d i r e c t  l i n e  o f
succession.  There  are
cousins who are more
like  siblings,  in-laws
who  become  bes t
friends,  and  distant
relations who appear in
unexpected places.
T h e  f a m i l y  t r e e
includes:

The Duke of St.
Ives and his
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brothers: The
patriarchs who
set the standard
for the family.
The Original
Five Cousins:
The core heroes
of the first series.
The Cynster
Sisters: The
next generation
of women.
The Cynster
Children: The
heroes and
heroines of the
later books.
The Bastion
Club Members:
Friends and allies
who become
family through
marriage.
The "Casebook
of Barnaby
Adair"
characters: A
related series
that follows a
Cynster-adjacent
investigator.

T h i s

interconnectedness  is
a hallmark of Laurens'
w r i t i n g  s t y l e .  A
character mentioned in
passing  in  one  book
may become the hero
of  another  book  two
series  later.  For  the
dedicated  reader,
mapping  this  out  is
part  of  the  fun.

WHY THE FAMILY
TREE MATTERS TO
READERS

Understanding  the
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree
transforms the reading
experience  from  a
series  of  standalone
r o m a n c e s  i n t o  a
continuous, living saga.
When  you  know  that
the stern duke in one
book is the same man
who  was  a  reckless
y o u n g  r o g u e  i n  a
previous  novel,  the
emot iona l  s takes
become deeper. When
you  see  a  mother's
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protectiveness  and
recognize  it  from  her
own  courtship  story,
the  family  feels  real.
Laurens  exce ls  at
w e a v i n g  t h e s e
connections  together.
A throwaway line about
a  character's  cousin
can be a reference to
an  ent i re  novel .  A
family gathering at the
duke's  country  estate
can include dozens  of
characters from across
the  series.  For  the
initiated  reader,  these
moments  are  pure
gold.

Reading
Order
and the
Family

Tree
For  new  readers,  the
best  approach  is  to
read  the  books  in
publication  order,  as
this mirrors the natural
growth  of  the  family.
S ta r t i ng  w i th  the
original  five  cousins
p r o v i d e s  t h e
foundat ion.  Then,
moving to the Bastion
Club  and  the  sisters
gives  context.  Finally,
the  children's  stories
feel like a reunion with
old friends.
A  suggested  reading
path  through  the  tree:

The Cynster1.
Novels
(Original
Series): Start
with "Devil's
Bride" (Scandal's
story) and
proceed through
the five cousins.
The Bastion2.
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Club Novels:
These expand
the world and
introduce
characters who
marry into the
family.
The Cynster3.
Sisters Trilogy:
These bridge the
gap to the next
generation.
The Cynster4.
Next
Generation
Novels: These
complete the
circle with the
children.
The Casebook5.
of Barnaby
Adair: For a
different flavor
within the same
world.

COMMON
CHALLENGES IN
TRACKING THE
TREE

W i t h  s o  m a n y

characters sharing the
C y n s t e r  n a m e ,
confusion  is  natural.
Here  a re  common
points  of  difficulty  and
how to navigate them.

Multiple
Sebastians: The
Cynsters love
traditional
names. Pay
attention to
context to
distinguish
between
different
generations.
Nicknames:
Many characters
go by nicknames
like "Demon,"
"Lucifer," or
"Scandal." These
can be
disorienting
when a character
is referred to by
their birth name
in later books.
The Duke of St.
Ives title: This
title passes from
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father to son, so
its meaning
changes over the
course of the
series. The
current duke in
the later books is
not the same
man as the duke
in the early
books.
Cousins versus
siblings: The
original five
cousins are often
so close that
they function like
brothers.
Remembering
their exact
parentage helps
clarify the family
dynamics.

THE LEGACY OF
THE CYNSTER
FAMILY TREE

W h a t  m a k e s  t h e
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree
so enduring is not just
the  intricate  plotting,

but the emotional truth
at its center. These are
s t o r i e s  a b o u t
fami ly—about  the
bonds  t ha t  t i e  u s
t o g e t h e r ,  t h e
expectations we carry,
and  the  l ove  tha t
ultimately sets us free.
Each  generation  must
reckon with the legacy
of  those  who  came
before  while  forging
their  own  path.
The  family  tree  is  a
living  document.  With
each new book, a new
branch is added. A new
marriage brings a new
personality  into  the
f o l d .  A  n e w  c h i l d
carries  the  Cynster
name  into  the  future.
For  fans,  this  means
the  world  never  truly
ends.  There  is  always
another  story  waiting
to  be  told,  another
cousin  whose  heart  is
ripe for capture.
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CONCLUSION

M a p p i n g  t h e
Stephanie  Laurens
Cynster Family Tree
is  a  journey  through
decades  of  bestselling
romance  fiction.  From
the  original  five
cousins  who  defined
the  series  in  its  early
years,  to  the  strong-
willed  daughters  and
sons  who  carry  the
legacy  forward,  every
c h a r a c t e r  a d d s  a
unique  shade  to  this
vibrant family portrait.
Whether you are a new
reader  wonder ing

where  to  begin,  or  a
longtime fan seeking to
c l a r i f y  a  t a n g l e d
c o n n e c t i o n ,
understanding this tree
enriches  every  page.
Pick  up  any  Cynster
novel, and you are not
j u s t  r e a d i n g  a
romance—you  are
visiting  old  friends,
witnessing  new  loves,
and becoming part of a
f a m i l y  t h a t  h a s
captured the hearts of
millions.  Dive into the
w o r l d  o f  t h e  B a r
Cynster,  and  let  the
family  tree  guide  you
home.


