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INTRODUCTION: REVISITING THE HERD IN ICE AGE:
THE MELTDOWN

In 2006, audiences were treated to a sequel that expanded the
beloved world of the original Ice Age. Ice Age: The Meltdown
brought  back  the  core  herd  of  prehistoric  misfits—Manny,  Sid,
and  Diego—while  introducing  a  host  of  new  characters  that
added depth, humor, and heart to the story. The film follows the
group as they navigate a world literally melting beneath their
feet,  racing toward a  mysterious  ark  while  encountering  new
friends and formidable foes. Central to the film's enduring appeal
is its stellar voice cast, which blended returning talent with fresh
voices to create a dynamic and memorable experience.
Understanding  the  Ice  Age  The  Meltdown  cast  is  key  to
appreciating  how  the  film  balanced  comedy,  adventure,  and
emotional resonance. Each actor brought a unique energy to their
role, elevating the material and ensuring that characters felt alive
and  relatable.  Whether  through  Ray  Romano's  gruff  yet  tender
mammoth  or  John  Leguizamo's  wildly  eccentric  sloth,  the
performances are the foundation of the film's success. This article
explores every major member of the cast, the new faces they
voiced,  and  how  their  collective  talents  made  Ice  Age:  The
Meltdown a worthy successor to the original.

THE RETURNING MAIN CAST: FAMILIAR VOICES,
DEEPER BONDS

Ray Romano as Manny
Ray Romano returned to voice Manny, the woolly mammoth who
continues to grapple with loneliness and the loss of his family. In
Ice Age: The Meltdown, Manny's arc focuses on his growing
belief that he might be the last mammoth alive—until he meets
Ellie. Romano's performance captures Manny's gruff exterior and
his tender, vulnerable interior. His comedic timing, honed from
years on Everybody Loves Raymond,  gives Manny a relatable
exasperation when dealing with Sid's antics, while his dramatic
moments convey genuine pathos. Romano's voice work is the
emotional  anchor  of  the  film,  and his  chemistry  with  the  rest  of
the cast feels effortless.

John Leguizamo as Sid
John Leguizamo's Sid is the comic heart of the franchise, and in
Ice Age: The Meltdown, he is given even more room to shine.
Sid's boundless optimism, terrible ideas, and unmistakable lisp
make him a scene-stealer. Leguizamo's improvisational skills are
on  full  display,  as  he  fills  Sid's  dialogue  with  quirky  ad-libs  and
physical comedy conveyed entirely through voice. In this sequel,
Sid's desire to be taken seriously leads to hilarious failures, but
also moments of surprising wisdom. Leguizamo ensures that Sid
is never just comic relief—he is a fully realized character with
genuine heart.

Denis Leary as Diego
Denis Leary returns as Diego the saber-toothed tiger, now more
integrated into the herd but still maintaining his sarcastic edge.
In  Ice  Age:  The  Meltdown,  Diego's  character  arc  involves
confronting  his  fear  of  water—a  significant  challenge  given  the
melting ice world. Leary's raspy, deadpan delivery is perfect for
Diego's reluctant heroism. He balances the character's toughness
with a growing softness, especially in his interactions with Manny
and Sid.  Leary's performance adds a layer of  dry humor that
contrasts beautifully with Sid's chaos and Manny's seriousness.

Chris Wedge as Scrat
Chris Wedge, the director of the original film and a co-founder of
Blue Sky Studios, continues to voice the iconic acorn-obsessed
saber-toothed  squirrel,  Scrat.  While  Scrat  has  no  dialogue,
Wedge's vocalizations—squeaks, chitters, and frantic grunts—are
essential to the character's physical comedy. In Ice Age: The
Meltdown,  Scrat's  subplot  takes  on  epic  proportions  as  his
pursuit of the acorn sets off a chain of events that literally cracks
the ice world apart.  Wedge's performance is a masterclass in
non-verbal  storytelling,  proving that  a  character  doesn't  need
words to be unforgettable.

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE HERD: ELLIE, CRASH, AND
EDDIE

The  most  significant  addition  to  the  Ice  Age  The  Meltdown
cast is Queen Latifah as Ellie, a female mammoth who believes
she is an opossum. Ellie's introduction challenges Manny's belief
that he is the last of his kind, and her quirky upbringing with her
adopted opossum brothers provides rich comedic and emotional
material.

Queen Latifah as Ellie
Queen Latifah brings warmth, strength, and a playful spirit  to
Ellie. Her voice performance is grounded yet energetic, perfectly
capturing  a  character  who  is  both  fiercely  independent  and
delightfully  eccentric.  Ellie's  opossum  mannerisms—hanging
upside  down  from  branches,  playing  dead,  and  referring  to
herself as a "possum"—are brought to life by Latifah's comedic
chops. More importantly, Latifah and Romano share a genuine
chemistry  that  makes  Manny  and  Ellie's  developing  romance
believable  and  sweet.  Latifah  also  delivers  the  film's  emotional
core, as Ellie helps Manny heal from his past loss and embrace
the possibility of a future family.

Seann William Scott as
Crash
Seann William Scott, best known for his role in the American Pie
films,  voices  Crash,  one  of  Ellie's  adopted  opossum  brothers.
Crash is hyperactive, reckless, and endlessly teasing—traits that
Scott delivers with manic energy. His voice acting is fast-paced
and  filled  with  youthful  bravado,  making  Crash  an  instigator  of
chaos within the herd. Scott's comedic background serves him
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well here; he and his on-screen brother Eddie create a double-act
that rivals Sid for sheer silliness.

Josh Peck as Eddie
Josh Peck, then rising to fame from the Nickelodeon show Drake
& Josh, voices Eddie, the other opossum brother. While Crash is
the  loudmouth,  Eddie  is  more  mischievous  and  slightly  more
sensible—though  that  isn't  saying  much.  Peck's  voice  work
complements Scott's  perfectly,  with the two actors creating a
believable sibling dynamic.  Their  banter  and physical  comedy
add  a  youthful  energy  to  the  film,  and  their  loyalty  to  Ellie,
despite  their  antics,  gives  them  a  surprising  sweetness.

SUPPORTING CAST AND VILLAINS: ADDING CONFLICT
AND STAKES

Will Arnett as Lone
Gunslinger Vulture
Will  Arnett  lends  his  distinctive,  gravelly  voice  to  the  Lone
Gunslinger Vulture, a character who acts as a darkly humorous
guide for the herd. Arnett's delivery is perfectly deadpan, treating
the impending flood with a nonchalant menace that is both funny
and unsettling. The vulture's role is small but memorable, thanks
to  Arnett's  commanding  baritone  and  cynical  wit.  This
performance is a precursor to Arnett's later voice roles, including
BoJack  Horseman,  and  shows  his  knack  for  making  minor
characters unforgettable.

James L. Brooks and Julie
Osburn as Creatures on the
Ark
James  L.  Brooks,  a  legendary  producer  and  writer,  makes  a
cameo as a minor character. Julie Osburn also provides additional
voices. While these roles are brief, they contribute to the world-
building,  populating  the  prehistoric  landscape  with  a  diverse
array  of  creatures  reacting  to  the  flood.  Their  inclusion  adds
texture  to  the  film's  ensemble.

The Mini-Sloths
One  of  the  standout  comedic  elements  of  Ice  Age:  The
Meltdown is the introduction of the Mini-Sloths, a tribe of tiny,
hyper-intelligent  sloths  who  worship  Sid  as  a  deity.  These
characters are voiced by a combination of uncredited performers,
including Alan Tudyk and others, though Tudyk's role is primarily
in  the  background.  The  Mini-Sloths  provide  some  of  the  film's
most  absurd  and  hilarious  moments,  and  their  chattering,
reverent treatment of Sid is a highlight. The voice work here is
deliberately  cartoonish,  emphasizing  the  creatures'  small  size
and big devotion.

The Flood and the "End of
the World" Hype
The  film's  central  conflict—the  melting  ice  and  the  impending
flood—is  personified  through  natural  forces  rather  than  a  single

villain. However, the vultures, led by the Lone Gunslinger, serve
as antagonists by preying on the herd's fear. Additionally, the
giant marine reptiles that emerge from the melting ice, such as
the plesiosaurs and mosasaurs, add threat and action sequences.
While these creatures do not have speaking roles, their presence
heightens the stakes for the cast and forces the herd to work
together in new ways.

THE CHEMISTRY OF THE CAST: WHY THE HERD
WORKS

The success of Ice Age: The Meltdown owes a great deal to the
chemistry among its voice actors. The returning trio of Romano,
Leguizamo, and Leary had already established a rhythm in the
first  film,  and  they  build  on  that  foundation  here.  Their
interactions feel like genuine friendships—Manny's exasperation,
Sid's obliviousness, and Diego's sarcasm create a dynamic that is
both funny and heartfelt.
With the addition of Queen Latifah, Scott, and Peck, the dynamic
shifts. Ellie's presence brings out a softer side in Manny, while
Crash and Eddie inject youthful chaos into the group. The casting
of  Latifah was particularly  inspired;  her  natural  authority  and
warmth make Ellie a believable match for Manny, and her scenes
with Romano have a natural, easygoing quality. Scott and Peck's
energy  plays  off  Leguizamo's  Sid,  creating  moments  of  pure
comedic  anarchy.
The  voice  cast  also  benefits  from  strong  direction,  which
encourages  improvisation  and  naturalism.  The  actors  were
reportedly given freedom to play with their lines, resulting in a
script that feels alive and spontaneous. This is especially evident
in the banter between Crash and Eddie, which has the rhythm of
real siblings. The cast's collective talent ensures that even the
most absurd moments—such as Sid being worshipped by mini-
sloths—land with emotional truth.

THE LEGACY OF THE CAST IN THE FRANCHISE

The Ice Age The Meltdown cast set a standard for the sequels
that followed. Ray Romano, John Leguizamo, and Denis Leary
would  continue  to  voice  the  main  trio  through  four  more  films,
becoming  synonymous  with  their  characters.  Queen  Latifah
became  a  franchise  staple,  reprising  Ellie  in  Dawn  of  the
Dinosaurs  and Continental Drift.  Seann William Scott and Josh
Peck  returned  for  multiple  sequels,  with  Crash  and  Eddie
becoming beloved supporting characters.
The film also demonstrated the importance of casting actors who
can  bring  both  comedy  and  pathos  to  animated  roles.  The
performances in Ice Age: The Meltdown are never one-note;
even  the  most  comedic  characters  have  moments  of
vulnerability.  This  balance  is  why  the  film  resonates  with
audiences of all ages. Children laugh at the physical comedy and
silly voices, while adults appreciate the emotional arcs and clever
humor.
From a technical perspective, the voice recording for an animated
film is a collaborative process. The actors often record together,
allowing for real-time interaction. This synergy is evident in the
film's  dialogue,  which feels  organic  rather  than pieced together.
The cast's camaraderie translates directly to the screen, making
the herd's journey feel authentic.

NOTABLE CAMEOS AND LESSER-KNOWN VOICES

Beyond the main cast, Ice Age: The Meltdown features several
notable cameos and lesser-known performers who contribute to
the  film's  rich  soundscape.  Alan  Tudyk,  a  prolific  voice  actor,
appears in a minor role. Tudyk would later become a staple of
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animated  films,  including  Frozen  and  Rogue  One,  but  his  early
work  in  Ice  Age  showcases  his  versatility.  Other  background
voices are provided by session actors who specialize in creating
the sounds of crowds, creatures, and ambient world-building.
The film's score, composed by John Powell, is also essential to the
cast's performances. Powell's music underscores the emotional
beats, giving the actors'  vocal performances additional weight

and  context.  The  combination  of  strong  voice  work  and
compelling  music  makes  the  film's  dramatic  moments—such  as
Manny and Ellie's emotional connection—land with full force.

HOW THE CAST ELEVATED THE STORY

At its core, Ice Age: The Meltdown  is a story about family,
survival, and embracing change. The cast takes these universal
themes and makes them feel personal. Ray


