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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF WILLIAM
GOLDMAN’S
MASTERPIECE

F e w  b o o k s  h a v e
achieved  the  rare
a l chemy  o f  be ing
s imu l taneous ly  a
thrilling  adventure,  a
biting  satire,  a  tender
l o v e  s t o r y ,  a n d  a
meditation on the very
nature  of  storytelling.
William  Goldman
The Princess Bride is
precisely  that—a work
of  fiction  so  unique
that it has transcended
i t s  o r i g i n a l  1 9 7 3
publication  to  become

a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
modern  fantasy  and
popular  culture.  For
decades, readers have
been  swept  away  by
the tale of Westley and
Buttercup,  but  the
magic of the book runs
far  deeper  than  its
swashbuckling  plot.
Goldman’s  novel  is  a
clever,  heartfelt,  and
endlessly  quotable
masterp iece  that
rewards rereading, and
its influence can be felt
across  literature,  film,
and even the way we
talk  about  "the  good
parts" of any story.
Whether  you  first
encountered this world
through  the  beloved
1987 film adaptation or
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you are a devoted fan
of  the  original  novel,
the  name  Will iam
G o l d m a n  T h e
P r i n c e s s  B r i d e
evokes  a  specific  kind
o f  w a r m t h  a n d
nostalgia. It  is a story
that knows it is a story,
yet  it  never  loses  its
emotional core. In this
article, we will explore
the origins of the book,
t h e  g e n i u s  o f  i t s
framing  device,  the
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
characters, the satirical
brilliance of Goldman’s
prose,  and the lasting
legacy of  a  book that
continues  to  enchant
new  generations  of
readers.

THE
UNCONVENTIONAL
GENIUS OF
WILLIAM
GOLDMAN

Before  diving  into  the
s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s
essential to understand

the  man  behind  the
c u r t a i n .  W i l l i a m
Goldman was already a
celebrated novelist and
screenwri ter  long
before  he  penned
William  Goldman
The  Princess  Bride.
He  had  written  the
screenplay  for  Butch
C a s s i d y  a n d  t h e
Sundance  K id  and
would go on to write All
the  President’s  Men,
winning  Oscars  for
both.  However,  The
Princess Bride was a
d e e p l y  p e r s o n a l
p ro jec t ,  one  tha t
Goldman described  as
a love letter to his two
daughters.  He  wanted
to  write  a  story  that
was both for them and
for the child still  alive
inside  every  adult
reader.
Goldman’s  genius  lies
in  his  ability  to  blend
genres  effortlessly.
William  Goldman
The Princess Bride is
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a fantasy adventure, a
romance,  a  comedy,
and  a  meta-fictional
commentary  all  rolled
into  one.  It  is  a  book
t h a t  w i n k s  a t  i t s
readers  without  ever
condescending  to
t h e m .  G o l d m a n
understood  that  the
best  stories  are  the
ones  that  take  their
emotions  seriously
while  having  a  bit  of
fun with the form. This
balance is what makes
the novel so enduring.
It is a book that can be
read at  ten,  thirty,  or
sixty years old, and it
w i l l  s p e a k  t o  y o u
differently  each  time,
yet  it  always  speaks
truthfully.

THE BRILLIANT
FRAMING DEVICE:
THE "GOOD PARTS
VERSION"

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
inventive  aspects  of
William  Goldman

The Princess Bride is
its framing device. The
novel presents itself as
an abridged version of
a  much  longer,  older
book  wr i t ten  by  a
fictional  author  named
S .  M o r g e n s t e r n .
Goldman  claims  to
have  grown up  loving
Morgenstern's  original
work,  only to discover
as an adult that the full
t ex t  i s  a  ted ious ,
pedant ic  sat i re  of
Florinese  politics.  In
response,  Goldman
presents  readers  with
t h e  " g o o d  p a r t s
version"—the  exciting,
r o m a n t i c ,  a n d
humorous  core  of  the
story,  stripped  of  the
b o r i n g  p o l i t i c a l
commentary.
This  conceit  allows
Goldman  to  have  his
cake and eat it too. He
can  deliver  a  rousing
a d v e n t u r e  w h i l e
simultaneously  poking
f u n  a t  t h e  v e r y
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c o n v e n t i o n s  o f
adventure stories.  The
framing  device  also
g ives  the  nove l  a
unique  texture.  Every
few chapters, Goldman
inserts  "interruptions"
in which he comments
on  the  story,  shares
m e m o r i e s  o f  h i s
childhood, or discusses
his  fictional  struggles
with  the  Morgenstern
estate.  These  asides
are  warm,  funny,  and
surprisingly  touching.
They make the reader
feel like they are being
let in on a secret. The
device  is  so  effective
that  many  first-time
readers  genuinely
believe S. Morgenstern
was a real author. That
i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f
Goldman’s storytelling.

Why the

Framing
Device
Works So
Well
The  framing  device
accomplishes  several
things at once. First, it
excuses Goldman from
writ ing  a  lengthy,
sprawling epic. He can
focus  on  the  "good
parts," which keeps the
pacing  tight  and  the
exc i tement  h igh .
Second,  it  allows  him
to  satirize  the  very
genre he is working in.
The  i dea  tha t  the
or ig ina l  book  i s  a
b o r i n g  s a t i r e  o f
Florinese  politics  is  a
j o k e  a b o u t  t h e
pretensions  of  classic
l i terature  and  the
tendency of academics
t o  o v e r - a n a l y z e
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popular  texts.  Third,
and  most  importantly,
the  framing  device
a d d s  a  l a y e r  o f
emotional  depth.  As
Goldman  te l ls  the
story, he also tells the
story of reading it with
his father, and later, of
reading  it  to  his  own
son. The book becomes
a  meditation  on  the
passage  of  time,  the
b o n d s  b e t w e e n
generations,  and  the
stories  we  carry  with
u s .  T h i s  i s  w h a t
e levates  Wil l iam
G o l d m a n  T h e
Princess Bride from a
simple fantasy novel to
a work of true literary
merit.

THE
UNFORGETTABLE
CHARACTERS OF
THE TALE

N o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
William  Goldman
The  Princess  Bride
would  be  complete

without  celebrating its
cast  of  characters.
Each figure in the story
i s  a rche typa l  ye t
deeply  human,  and
Goldman  gives  even
the villains a surprising
amount of heart.

Westley
and
Buttercup
: A Love
Story for
the Ages
At  the  center  of  the
novel  is  the  romance
between  Westley,  the
f a r m  b o y ,  a n d
B u t t e r c u p ,  t h e
b e a u t i f u l  a n d
headstrong  young
woman.  Their  love
story is simple on the
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surface—boy  meets
girl, boy loses girl, boy
defeats death itself  to
get  g i r l  back—but
Goldman  executes  it
with such sincerity that
it  becomes  genuinely
moving. Westley is the
quintessential romantic
hero:  brave,  clever,
unfailingly  devoted,
and armed with a  wit
as sharp as his sword.
Buttercup,  meanwhile,
is  more  than  just  a
damsel in distress. She
is proud, stubborn, and
grows  significantly
over the course of the
s to ry .  She  makes
mistakes,  she  learns,
and  she  earns  her
happy  ending.
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Westley  and
B u t t e r c u p  i s  t h e
emotional  anchor  of
the  book.  Goldman
never mocks their love,
even as he pokes fun
at  the  conventions  of
fairy-tale romance. The

famous  line,  "Death
cannot stop true love.
All it can do is delay it
f o r  a  w h i l e , "  i s
delivered  with  utter
conviction, and readers
believe it.  That  is  the
magic  o f  Wil l iam
G o l d m a n  T h e
Princess  Bride:  it
allows you to believe in
true  love  again,  even
as  it  acknowledges
how absurd that belief
can seem.

Inigo
Montoya:
The Soul
of
Vengeanc
e and
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Honor
If Westley is the heart
of  the  story,  In igo
Montoya is its soul. The
Spanish swordsman on
a quest to avenge his
father's murder is one
of  the  most  beloved
characters  in  all  of
fantasy  literature.  His
mantra—"Hello.  My
name is Inigo Montoya.
You  killed  my  father.
Prepare  to  die."—has
become  a  cul tural
touchstone. But Inigo is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
catchphrase.  He  is  a
man  consumed  by  a
single  purpose,  and
Goldman  explores  the
cost  of  that  obsession
with  surprising  depth.
Inigo is also a man of
d e e p  h o n o r  a n d
loyalty.  His  friendship
with  Westley  and  the
giant  Fezzik  is  one of
the  most  warm  and
genuine aspects of the

book.  His  eventual
triumph  over  the  six-
fingered  man  is  one  of
the  most  satisfying
moments  in  literature.

Fezzik,
Vizzini,
and
Prince
Humperdi
nck
The supporting cast is
equally rich. Fezzik is a
giant  with  a  gentle
heart  and  a  love  for
rhyme,  a  character
who could have been a
simple comedic foil but
is  given  real  dignity
a n d  k i n d n e s s  b y
Goldman's  writing.
Vizzini,  the  cunning
Sicilian,  is  a  brilliant
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c a r i c a t u r e  o f
intellectual vanity, and
his  famous  line  about
"inconceivable"  has
become  a  beloved
p iece  o f  comed i c
shorthand.  And  then
t h e r e  i s  P r i n c e
Humperdinck,  one  of
the  great  l i terary
villains.  He  is  not  a
cackling monster but a
ruthless,  pragmatic
h u n t e r  w h o  s e e s
people  as  prey.  He is
terrifying  precisely
because he is so coldly
logical. Each character
in  William  Goldman
The  Princess  Bride
serves a purpose, and
e a c h  o n e  i s
memorable.

THEMES THAT
RESONATE
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

B e n e a t h  t h e
swashbuckling surface,
William  Goldman
The Princess Bride is

a  book  about  several
profound  themes.  The
most  obvious  is  the
power  of  true  love.
Goldman  treats  this
theme  with  a  perfect
balance  of  sincerity
and  skepticism.  He
believes  in  true  love,
but he also knows that
love  requires  sacrifice,
c o u r a g e ,  a n d  a
wil l ingness  to  face
death  itself.  Another
central  theme  is  the
nature  of  storytelling
itself.  The  framing
device  constant ly
reminds us that we are
reading  a  story,  and
Goldman invites  us to
think about why we tell
stories  and  why  we
love  them.  The  novel
a l so  exp lo res  the
bonds  of  friendship,
the  folly  of  revenge,
and the idea that  the
best  adventures  are
the ones we share with
others.
There is  also a subtle
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but  persistent  theme
about  the  corrupting
nature of power. Prince
H u m p e r d i n c k
represents the worst of
a r i s t o c r a t i c
entitlement,  and  his
pursuit of Buttercup is
driven not by love but
by a desire for control.
Goldman contrasts this
with Westley’s humble
origins  and  his  pure,
selfless  love.  The  book
does not preach, but it
c lear ly  values  the
underdog  and  the
person  of  true  heart
over the powerful  and
the  cruel.  This  moral
clarity  is  part  of  the
r e a s o n  W i l l i a m
G o l d m a n  T h e
Princess  Bride  has
remained so beloved. It
is  a  story  that  knows
w h a t  i s  r i g h t  a n d
wrong, and it trusts its
readers to know it too.

THE TRANSITION

FROM PAGE TO
SCREEN

No account of William
G o l d m a n  T h e
Princess Bride  would
be  complete  without
acknowledging  the
1987  film  adaptation,
directed by Rob Reiner
and  also  scripted  by
Goldman.  The  film  is  a
n e a r - p e r f e c t
adaptation,  capturing
the spirit,  humor,  and
heart  of  the  book.
Goldman himself wrote
the screenplay, and he
made the wise decision
to  adapt  the  framing
device for the cinema,
c r e a t i n g  a  n e w
storyline  in  which  a
grandfather  reads  the
s t o r y  t o  h i s  s i c k
grandson. This framing
d e v i c e  w o r k s
beautifully  on  screen
and  has  become  as
iconic  as  the  story
itself.
While  the  film  is



10

10 William Goldman The Princess
Bride

2025-12-21

beloved,  it  does  differ
f r o m  t h e  b o o k  i n
several  ways.  The
novel  has  more  room
for  Goldman's  asides
and digressions, and it
includes  additional
de ta i l s  about  the
characters  and  the
fictional world of Florin.
For example, the book
conta ins  a  longer
section about the Zoo
of  Death  and  more
backstory for Inigo and
Fezzik.  Readers  who
come to the book after
seeing the film will find
a  r i c h e r ,  d e e p e r
experience.  The  film  is
a  w o n d e r f u l
introduction,  but  the
book  is  the  full  feast.
Both are masterpieces,
and  they  complement
each other beautifully.
Together,  they  have
ensured  that  William
G o l d m a n  T h e
P r i n c e s s  B r i d e
remains  a  permanent
fixture  in  the  cultural

landscape.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF THE
NOVEL

More  than  fifty  years
after  its  publication,
William  Goldman
The  Princess  Bride
continues  to  find  new
readers.  It  has  been
translated  into  dozens
of  languages  and  has
never  gone  out  o f
print.  The  book  has
inspired a devoted fan
b a s e ,  c o u n t l e s s
rereads,  and a steady
stream of scholarly and
popular  appreciation.
Why  does  it  endure?
Partly  because  of  its
sheer  entertainment
value. The story is fun,
exciting, and romantic.
But  it  also  endures
because  it  is  a  book
about  love—love  for
family, love for friends,
love  for  stories,  and
love for the simple act
of  reading.  Goldman
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wrote the book for his
daughters,  and  that
personal,  intimate
motivat ion  shines
through every page.
The  novel  has  also
influenced  countless
writers  and  creators.
Its  blend  of  humor,
heart,  and  meta-fiction
c a n  b e  s e e n  i n
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
contemporary  fantasy
novels  to  popular  films
and  television  shows.
The idea of the "good
parts  version"  has
entered  the  cultural
l e x i c o n ,  a n d  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e
become  archetypes.
When  someone  says
"My  name  is  In igo
Montoya," people know
exact ly  what  they
mean. That is the mark

of  a  truly  enduring
work  of  art.

Why You
Should
Read (Or
Reread)
the Book
Today
If  you have only seen
the film, or if  you have
not read the book since
you were young, there
h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a
better time to pick up
William  Goldman
The  Princess  Bride.
The novel offers


