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INTRODUCTION:
THE FORGOTTEN
FACE OF THE
MONTGOMERY BUS
BOYCOTT

When we think of  the
civil  rights  movement
and  the  Montgomery
Bus Boycott, one name
immediately  comes  to
mind:  Rosa  Parks.
However ,  h i s to ry
sometimes  overlooks
t h e  b r a v e  y o u n g
woman  who  preceded
Parks  by  nine  months
in  a  s imi la r  ac t  o f
defiance.  That  woman

is  Claudette  Colvin,
a n d  h e r  s t o r y  i s
brilliantly  captured  in
Phillip  Hoose's  award-
w i n n i n g  b o o k ,
Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
English  Edi .  Th is
compe l l ing  work ,
a v a i l a b l e  i n  i t s
s tandard  Eng l i sh
edition, shines a long-
overdue spotlight on a
t e e n a g e r  w h o s e
courageous  refusal  to
give  up  her  bus  seat
h e l p e d  s p a r k  a
revolution,  only  to  be
largely  written  out  of
t h e  m o v e m e n t ' s
popular  narrative.  The
phrase  "twice  toward

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Claudette Colvin Twice Toward Justice
English Edi

2025-04-27

jus t ice"  i s  deep ly
symbolic:  it  refers  not
only  to  Colvin's  initial
act of resistance but to
her later role as a key
plaintiff  in  the
landmark  federal  case
Browder  v .  Gay le
( 1 9 5 6 ) ,  w h i c h
ultimately  ended  bus
s e g r e g a t i o n  i n
Montgomery, Alabama.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  book's
content,  its  historical
significance,  the
reasons behind Colvin's
marginalization,  and
why her story matters
more than ever today.

THE BOOK THAT
REVIVED A LOST
STORY

Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
E n g l i s h  E d i  i s  a
nonfiction  work  written
by  Phillip  Hoose  for
young  adu l t s  and
general  readers.  First
published  in  2009,  it

qu i ck ly  ga rnered
c r i t i c a l  a c c l a i m ,
winning  the  National
Book Award for Young
People's Literature and
a Newbery Honor. The
book  is  meticulously
researched, drawing on
interviews  with  Colvin
herself,  court  records,
newspaper  archives,
and secondary sources.
Hoose  presents  the
narrative in a gripping,
almost  novelistic  style
whi le  maintaining
rigorous  historical
accuracy.
Why  "English  Edi"?
The  phrase  "English
Edi"  in  the  keyword
most  likely  refers  to
the  English  language
edition,  distinguishing
it from any translations
or special editions. For
the  purposes  of  this
article,  we  treat  it  as
the  standard  version
available  to  English-
speaking  readers.  The
English  edition  has
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made  Colvin's  story
accessible  to  millions
of students and adults,
correcting  a  glaring
o m i s s i o n  i n  t h e
standard  civil  rights
curriculum.

Structure
of the
Book
The  book  is  divided
into sections that move
chronologically through
Colvin's  life,  focusing
on  her  childhood  in
s e g r e g a t e d
Montgomery ,  he r
arrest  on  March  2,
1955, the boycott that
followed  Rosa  Parks's
arrest  later  that  year,
and her involvement in
the  federal  lawsuit.
I n te r spe r sed  a re
p r i m a r y  s o u r c e
d o c u m e n t s ,
photographs,  and

sidebars  that  provide
context on segregation
laws  and  the  broader
movement. Hoose also
includes  an  epilogue
that brings readers up
to  date  with  Colvin's
later  years,  her  move
to  New York,  and her
gradual recognition.

WHO WAS
CLAUDETTE
COLVIN?

To  fully  appreciate
Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
English Edi,  we must
first  understand  the
young  woman  at  its
center .  C laudette
Colvin  was  born  on
September 5, 1939, in
Birmingham,  Alabama,
b u t  g r e w  u p  i n
Montgomery.  She  was
raised  by  her  great-
aunt and great-uncle in
a  poor  but  close-knit
neighborhood.  As  a
teenager,  she  was  an
excellent  student  and
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dreamed  of  becoming
a  lawyer.  But  her  life
took  a  dramatic  turn
that March afternoon in
1955.

The
Arrest: A
Bold Act
of
Defiance
On  March  2,  1955,
fifteen-year-old
Claudette  Colvin  was
r i d i n g  h o m e  o n  a
segregated  bus  from
her high school. When
the driver ordered her
and three  other  Black
students  to  vacate
their  seats  to  make
r o o m  f o r  w h i t e
passengers,  Colvin
refused.  She  later
r e c a l l e d  f e e l i n g
inspired by the lessons

she had learned in her
civics  class  about  the
Constitution  and  the
inherent  rights  of  all
people.  She  did  not
move. The driver called
the  police,  and  Colvin
was  forcibly  removed,
arrested,  and  charged
w i t h  v i o l a t i n g
segregat ion  laws,
disorderly conduct, and
assaulting an officer.
This  act  of  defiance
occurred  nine  months
before  Rosa  Parks's
more  famous  stand.
Yet  Colvin's  case  was
n o t  u s e d  a s  t h e
c e n t e r p i e c e  o f  a
boycott.  Why?  The
book  explores  several
reasons:  Colvin  was  a
teenager,  she  was
pregnant at the time of
her  arrest  (unmarried
a n d  s o o n  t o  b e  a
mother), and the local
NAACP  leadership  felt
she  would  not  be  a
sympathetic  figure  to
middle-class  Black
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Montgomery.  They
instead  waited  for  a
better  "test  case,"
which came when Rosa
P a r k s ,  a  m a t u r e ,
respected secretary of
t h e  N A A C P ,  w a s
arrested  in  December
1955.

TWICE TOWARD
JUSTICE: THE
LAWSUIT

The  title  Claudette
C o l v i n :  T w i c e
T o w a r d  J u s t i c e
E n g l i s h  E d i
emphasizes  a  second,
equally  important  role
Colvin  played.  While
Rosa Parks became the
icon  of  the  boycott,
Colvin and three other
w o m e n  b e c a m e
plaintiffs  in  Browder  v.
Gayle ,  the  federal
lawsuit that challenged
the constitutionality of
bus  segrega t i on .
Authored  by  attorney
Fred Gray and argued
by  a  legal  team  that

included  Thurgood
Marshall, the case went
all the way to the U.S.
Supreme  Court .  In
December  1956,  the
Court  affirmed  a  lower
court 's  rul ing  that
segregation  on  public
b u s e s  w a s
unconstitutional.  The
boyco t t  ended  i n
victory.
Colvin was one of the
named  plaintiffs.  She
testified  about  her
a r r e s t  a n d  t h e
h u m i l i a t i o n  s h e
e n d u r e d .  B y
participating  in  the
lawsuit,  she  helped
a c h i e v e  a  l e g a l
m i l e s t o n e  t h a t
changed the South. Yet
she did not seek fame;
she  later  sa id  she
simply  wanted  to  do
what was right.



6

6 Claudette Colvin Twice Toward Justice
English Edi

2025-04-27

Why
"Twice"?
The  phrase  "twice
t o w a r d  j u s t i c e "
captures  Colvin's  dual
contributions: first as a
spontaneous  resister,
a n d  s e c o n d  a s  a
deliberate litigant. The
book  shows  how both
acts required immense
courage,  but  only  the
s e c o n d  w a s
strategically  used  by
the  movement.  Hoose
argues  that  Colvin
deserves  recognition
for  both.

HISTORICAL
CONTEXT AND
IMPACT

Reading  Claudette
C o l v i n :  T w i c e
T o w a r d  J u s t i c e
English Edi provides a
deeper  understanding
of  the  inner  workings
of the Montgomery Bus

Boycott .  The  book
reveals that the NAACP
and  local  leaders  like
E.D. Nixon  and Rosa
Parks  (who  was  a
trained  activist,  not  a
tired  seamstress  as
myth  ho lds )  were
carefully  cultivating  a
l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e .
Colvin's  arrest  was
d i s c u s s e d  b u t
ultimately  set  aside
due  to  her  personal
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
However,  the  book
gives  Colvin  agency;
she was not merely a
pawn but  a  principled
young  woman  who
acted on her beliefs.
The  English  edition
also sheds light on the
harsh  realities  of  Jim
Crow.  Hoose does not
s h y  a w a y  f r o m
detailing  the  violence,
in t imidat ion ,  and
institutional  racism
that  Black  Alabamians
faced.  He  includes
accounts of the Ku Klux
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Klan's  activities,  the
economic  pressure  on
boycott  participants,
a n d  t h e  l e g a l
machinations  used  to
maintain segregation.

The Role
of Youth
in the
Civil
Rights
Movemen
t
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
inspiring aspects of the
book  is  its  focus  on
youth  activism.  Colvin
was 15. The book also
mentions  other  young
p e o p l e  w h o
participated  in  the
boycott  and  the  later

sit-ins. This aligns with
the current interest in
youth-led  movements
for  soc ia l  just ice ,
making  the  English
edition  particularly
re levant  f o r  teen
readers.  Teachers
often  use  Claudette
C o l v i n :  T w i c e
T o w a r d  J u s t i c e
E n g l i s h  E d i  i n
classrooms  to  spark
discussions  about
morality, courage, and
the difference between
being  a  symbol  and
be ing  an  agent  o f
change.

WHY CLAUDETTE
COLVIN WAS
FORGOTTEN

A  key  theme  in  the
book  i s  h i s tor ica l
e r a s u r e .  H o o s e
explores  why  Colvin's
story  was  suppressed
for  decades.  Several
factors  contributed:

Age and
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pregnancy: In
the 1950s, an
unmarried
pregnant
teenager was
considered a
liability for a
movement that
needed flawless
respectability.
Class and
family
background:
Colvin's family
was poor, and
she did not have
the established
community
standing of Rosa
Parks, who was a
secretary at the
NAACP and a
respected figure.
Strategic
choices: Civil
rights leaders
wanted a test
case with the
best possible
public relations
optics. Rosa
Parks fit that bill.

Colvin's own
reticence: After
the lawsuit,
Colvin left
Montgomery and
lived quietly in
New York, rarely
speaking about
her role until
much later.

The  English  edition  of
the  book  has  been  a
m a j o r  f o r c e  i n
c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s
historical  oversight.  It
has become a staple in
school  libraries  and  a
recommended text  for
Black History Month.

LITERARY MERIT
AND AWARDS

Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
English Edi is not just
historically  important;
it is also a well-crafted
work  of  nonfiction.
Hoose  uses  a  strong
narrative  voice,  direct
quotes from interviews,
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a n d  v i v i d  s c e n e -
setting.  He  weaves
together  the  personal
and  the  po l i t i ca l ,
allowing  readers  to
empathize  with  Colvin
as a human being, not
just a historical figure.
Some  of  the  awards
and  recogn i t i ons
include:

National Book1.
Award for Young
People's
Literature (2009)
Newbery Honor2.
(2010)
Robert F. Sibert3.
Informational
Book Honor
YALSA Award for4.
Excellence in
Nonfiction finalist

These accolades speak
to  the  book's  quality
a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o
engage readers across
age groups.

USING THE BOOK
IN EDUCATION

If you are an educator
or a parent looking for
resources  on  the  civil
r ights  movement ,
Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
Engl ish  Edi  i s  an
invaluable  tool.  The
book is appropriate for
middle school and high
school students. It can
be used in conjunction
with  other  primary
sources,  such  as  the
Browder v. Gayle court
records or speeches by
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.
Many  lesson  plans
incorporate  Hoose's
b o o k  t o  e x p l o r e
themes  of  courage,
justice, the role of the
individual  in  social
movements,  and  the
complexity of historical
memory.



10

10 Claudette Colvin Twice Toward Justice
English Edi

2025-04-27

Discussio
n

Questions
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
questions  inspired  by
the  book  that  can
foster critical thinking:

Why do you think
Claudette
Colvin's story
was not widely
known until
recently?
What does the
title "Twice
Toward Justice"
mean? In what
ways did Colvin
move toward
justice twice?
How does the
book challenge
the "single hero"
narrative of the
civil rights
movement?
What role did

young people
play in the
Montgomery Bus
Boycott besides
Colvin?
Do you think it
was fair for the
NAACP to pass
on using
Claudette's case?
Why or why not?

SEMANTIC
KEYWORDS AND
RELATED TOPICS

For  those  researching
"Claudette Colvin twice
toward  justice  English
Edi,"  related  search
terms  include:  civil
r ights  fo r  k ids ,
Montgomery  Bus
Boycott book, Phillip
Hoose,  Browder  vs.
Gayle,  Rosa  Parks
c o m p a r i s o n ,
segregation  history,
teen activists,  Black
history  literature,
and  young  adult
nonfiction  civil
rights. These semantic
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keywords  enrich  the
article's  relevance  in
search  engine  results.

CODA: THE
LASTING LEGACY
OF CLAUDETTE
COLVIN

In  the  ep i logue  of
Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
English  Edi,  Hoose
describes  how  Colvin
felt  about  her  belated
recognition.  She  was
not bitter, but she was
proud.  In  interviews,
s h e  e x p r e s s e d
satisfaction  that  her
story  was  finally  being
told.  In  recent  years,
she has received more
honors ,  inc lud ing
having a street named
a f t e r  h e r  i n
Montgomery and being
invited  to  speak  at
events.
The  English  edition  of
this book ensures that
future generations will

not repeat the mistake
of forgetting Claudette
Colvin.  It  offers a more
nuanced  and  honest
account  of  the  civil
rights  movement—one
that  i nc ludes  the
contributions of a poor,
p r e g n a n t  B l a c k
teenager who had the
audacity  to  believe  in
justice.

CONCLUSION

Claudette  Colvin:
Twice Toward Justice
English  Edi  is  more
than a biography; it is
a corrective to history
and  an  inspiration  for
anyone who feels small
but  wants  to  make  a
difference.  Phillip
Hoose  has  created  a
work  t ha t  i s  bo th
academically  rigorous
and deeply  moving.  It
reminds us that justice
is not achieved through
a  single,  iconic  figure,
b u t  t h r o u g h  t h e
collective  courage  of
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many,  including  those
w h o  a r e  l a t e r
marginalized  by  the
spotlight.  By  telling
Claudette  Colvin's
s t o r y ,  t h e  b o o k
empowers  readers  to
ask: Who else has been
l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e

narrative?  And  what
can  we  do  to  br ing
their stories to light?
For students, teachers,
and anyone interested
in  the  true  history  of
the  fight  for  equality,
this  English  edition  is


