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INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD OF WARCRAFT
MOUNT GUIDE

For millions of players, Azeroth is a realm of endless adventure,
ancient mysteries, and formidable foes. Yet, for many seasoned
adventurers, the ultimate endgame is not conquering the latest
raid or climbing the PvP ladder—it is the pursuit of the perfect
steed. This World of Warcraft Mount Guide is designed to be
your comprehensive companion, whether you are a new player
just earning your first horse or a veteran collector hunting for that
elusive 0.1% drop. Mounts are more than just a faster way to
travel;  they  are  a  symbol  of  prestige,  a  testament  to  your
achievements, and a core part of your character's identity. From
majestic  dragons  to  mechanical  marvels,  the  variety  is
staggering.  This  guide  will  walk  you  through  the  essential
categories, acquisition methods, and insider tips to help you build
the collection of your dreams. Prepare to saddle up and explore
the vast, rewarding world of WoW mounts.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF MOUNT COLLECTING

Before diving into the hunt for rare spawns and raid bosses, it is
crucial  to understand the basic mechanics that govern mount
usage  and  collection  in  World  of  Warcraft.  Knowing  these
foundations will save you time, gold, and frustration.

Mount Types and Their
Significance
Mounts in WoW are broadly categorized by their function. The
most common distinction is between ground mounts and flying
mounts.  Most  zones in  the game allow flying once you reach a
certain level  and unlock the appropriate riding skill.  However,
newer  expansions  often restrict  flying at  launch,  making ground
mounts  essential  for  the  first  few  months  of  content.  Beyond
these,  you  will  find  specialized  types:

Aquatic Mounts: These allow you to travel faster
underwater and, in many cases, breathe indefinitely. They
are invaluable in zones like Vashj'ir or when farming
underwater treasures.
Surface Mounts: A subset of ground mounts that can also
travel on water. Examples include the Water Strider and
the Brutosaur, which are incredibly useful for crossing lakes
and rivers without dismounting.
Dragonriding Mounts: Introduced in the Dragonflight
expansion, these are customizable flying mounts with
unique vigor-based movement mechanics. They represent
a major evolution in mount design.
Special Mounts: This includes multi-passenger mounts
(like the Grand Expedition Yak), vendor mounts (which
allow you to sell items and repair gear on the go), and mail-
carrier mounts.

Mount Speed and Riding
Skill Tiers
Your mount's speed is directly tied to your riding skill. You can
learn these from riding trainers in capital cities. The tiers are
straightforward:

Apprentice Riding (Level 10): Allows you to ride ground1.
mounts at 60% speed. This is your first mount.
Journeyman Riding (Level 20): Increases ground mount2.
speed to 100%.
Expert Riding (Level 30): Unlocks flying mounts and3.
allows them to fly at 150% speed.
Artisan Riding (Level 40): Increases flying mount speed4.
to 280%.
Master Riding (Level 50): The pinnacle of traditional5.
flying, boosting speed to 310%.

For Dragonriding, you unlock the skill automatically in the Dragon
Isles,  but  you  must  collect  Dragon  Glyphs  to  upgrade  your
mount's four core abilities. A solid World of Warcraft Mount
Guide will always remind you to prioritize these skill upgrades
early to make your collection efforts much faster.

HOW TO ACQUIRE YOUR FIRST MOUNTS

Starting  your  collection  is  easier  than  ever.  Modern  WoW
provides  new  players  with  their  first  mount  around  level  10
through  the  introductory  quest  lines.

Faction-Specific Mounts
Your choice of the Horde or Alliance dictates your earliest mount
options.  Alliance  players  typically  ride  horses,  rams,
mechanostriders  (Gnomes),  and  sabers  (Night  Elves).  Horde
players ride wolves,  raptors (Trolls),  skeletal  horses (Undead),
and kodos (Tauren). These can be purchased from stable masters
in your racial capital city once you have reached the required
reputation with your faction.  You can also learn to ride other
races' mounts by grinding reputation with their faction, which is a
great early goal for any aspiring collector.

Racial Mounts and
Reputation
Beyond  your  own  race,  you  can  acquire  mounts  from  other
factions.  For  example,  an Orc can eventually  ride a Night Elf
saber by grinding reputation with the Darnassus faction. Classic
reputation mounts are bought from quartermasters in the old
world  and  require  a  specific  reputation  level  (usually  Exalted).
This can be a slow process, but modern catch-up mechanics like
the  Darkmoon Faire  and  World  Quest  bonuses  have  made it
significantly  faster.  This  is  a  cornerstone  of  any  comprehensive
World  of  Warcraft  Mount  Guide  because  it  represents  a
reliable, grindable path to dozens of mounts.
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ENDGAME AND RARE MOUNTS

This is where the thrill of the hunt truly begins. Some of the most
prestigious mounts in the game are locked behind challenging
content or incredibly low drop rates.

Dungeon and Raid Mount
Drops
Many legacy raids and dungeons contain rare mount drops that
you can farm solo on a weekly basis. These are often the most
sought-after items in the game due to their unique models and
the prestige associated with them. Notable examples include:

Invincible: Drops from the Lich King (Heroic Icecrown
Citadel).
Mimiron's Head: Drops from Yogg-Saron (0 Light) in
Ulduar.
Ashes of Al'ar: Drops from Kael'thas Sunstrider in The
Eye.
Fiery Warhorse's Reins: Drops from Attumen the
Huntsman in Karazhan.
Timewalking Mounts: During Timewalking events, you
can buy mounts from vendors, such as the Infinite
Timereaver.

Farming  these  mounts  requires  patience.  You  can  create  a
weekly lockout schedule using the in-game calendar or addons
like Rarity to track your attempts. The drop rate for most of these
is around 1%, so persistence is key.

World Boss and Rare
Spawn Mounts
Scattered across  the  continents  are  rare  monsters  and world
bosses that have a chance to drop unique mounts. These are
often  camped by  many players,  making  them competitive  to
secure. Examples include:

Poundfist: Drops the Sunhide Gronnling in Draenor.
Time-Lost Proto-Drake: A rare spawn in Storm Peaks,
Northrend.
Voidtalon of the Dark Star: Found from a rare portal
spawn in Draenor or the Broken Isles.
Galleon and Sha of Anger: World bosses in Pandaria with
mount drops.

Addons  that  track  rare  spawn timers  and group finder  tools  can
help you secure these mounts, though they often require being
logged in at the right time.

ACHIEVEMENT AND META MOUNTS

Mounts earned through achievements provide a clear, trackable
goal. These are often awarded for completing a series of difficult
tasks, often across an entire expansion.

Glory of the Raider Series
Each raid tier  has an achievement called "Glory of  the [Raid
Name]  Raider."  Completing  a  specific  set  of  challenging  (often
quirky or difficult) tasks within the raid rewards a unique mount.
For example:

Glory of the Ulduar Raider: Rewards the Ironbound

Proto-Drake.
Glory of the Icecrown Raider: Rewards the Bloodbathed
Frostbrood Vanquisher.
Glory of the Dragon Soul Raider: Rewards the
Experiment 12-B.

These  achievements  can  often  be  done  on  a  lower  difficulty  or
with  a  small  group  if  you  are  over-leveled,  making  them
accessible to solo collectors.

Exploration and Questing
Achievements
Some  mounts  are  rewarded  for  thorough  exploration.  The
"Loremaster"  achievement  chain  rewards  a  mount  after
completing  all  quests  in  a  specific  continent.  Similarly,  the
"Explore" achievements for each expansion often yield a mount
or pet. A notable example is the Flying Mount reward from the
"Pathfinder"  achievements  in  Warlords  of  Draenor,  Battle  for
Azeroth, and Shadowlands, which unlocked flying in those zones.
While  Pathfinder  is  no  longer  required  for  flying  in  older  zones,
completing it still awards the associated mount.

SPECIAL EVENT AND PROMOTIONAL MOUNTS

World  of  Warcraft  has  a  rich  history  of  seasonal  events  and
promotions  that  offer  exclusive  mounts.  These  are  often  time-
sensitive,  so  marking  your  calendar  is  essential.

Holiday Events
Major real-world holidays are celebrated in Azeroth with unique
boss encounters and quests that can reward mounts.

Brewfest (September/October): You can obtain the
Swift Brewfest Ram and the Great Brewfest Kodo from the
Coren Direbrew boss.
Hallow's End (October/November): The Headless
Horseman drops the Horseman's Reins, a flaming horse
mount.
Love is in the Air (February): The Love Rocket mount
drops from the Crown Chemical Co. boss, and it has one of
the lowest drop rates in the game (under 1%).
Feast of Winter Veil (December/January): The Grinch-
like boss gives a chance to drop the Big Blizzard Bear,
though it is rare.

Trading Post and
Promotions
The Trading Post,  introduced in  Dragonflight,  allows you to  earn
Trader's Tender by completing monthly activities. These can be
spent  on an ever-rotating selection of  mounts,  including past
promotional items, store mounts, and exclusive recolors. Keep an
eye on the monthly log-in reward, as it  often includes a free
mount  for  subscribers.  Additionally,  Blizzard  periodically  offers
mounts as part of promotions, such as purchasing a six-month
subscription or attending BlizzCon (virtually or in person).

PVP MOUNTS AND WARFRONT REWARDS

For those who prefer the battlefield to the dungeon, PvP offers a
rich source of unique mounts. These are typically awarded based
on your PvP rating or through PvP currency.
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