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Transporting your bike
safely and securely is
about more than just
buying any rack off the
shelf. A misfit rack can
lead to wobbling,
scratching, and even
damage to your vehicle
or bicycle. That is
where the Thule Bike
Rack Fit Guide
becomes an essential
tool. Thule, a leader in
outdoor and transport
solutions, provides a
detailed fit guide to
help you match the

perfect rack to your
specific vehicle model,
bike type, and lifestyle.
Whether you own a
compact sedan, a large
SUV, or a pickup truck,
understanding how to
navigate this guide
ensures you invest in a
rack that offers
maximum stability,
ease of use, and long-
term durability. This
article walks you
through everything you
need to know about
the Thule Bike Rack Fit
Guide, from rack types
to step-by-step fitting
instructions, common
pitfalls, and pro tips for
selecting the ideal
carrier.
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TYPES

Before diving into the
fit gquide, it helps to
know the major
categories of Thule
bike racks. Each type
attaches differently
and suits  different
vehicle configurations
and personal
preferences.

Hitch-
Mount
Bike

Racks

Thule hitch racks
attach to a receiver
hitch on the rear of
your vehicle. They
come in platform styles
(where bikes sit on a
tray) or hanging styles
(where bikes hang by

the top tubINBERSTANDING
THULE BIKE RACK

offer  better
stability and are ideal
for heavy e-bikes,
while hanging racks
are lighter and often
more affordable. The
Thule Bike Rack Fit
Guide helps you
confirm your vehicle’'s
hitch class (usually
Class I, II, or 1ll) and
whether you need a
1.25-inch or 2-inch
receiver.

Roof-
Mounted
Bike
Carriers

These racks attach to
crossbars on your
vehicle’s roof. Thule
offers fork-mounted
(front wheel removed)
and wheel-on (no
wheel removal)
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designs. Roof racks
free up rear access and
are great for carrying
multiple bikes, but you
must consider roof
height and clearance.
The fit quide will ask
for your vehicle’s roof
type (bare roof, factory
rails, gqutter, or
integrated tracks) and
crossbar specifications.

Trunk-
Mount
and
Spare
Tire
Racks

Thule trunk racks strap
to the rear of the car,
using hooks and straps
that contact the trunk
lid and bumper. Spare

tire racks are designed
for vehicles with an
external spare tire
(e.g., many Jeeps and

SUVs). The fit guide
ensures the straps
align with your

vehicle’'s contours and
that the rack does not
obstruct lights or
license plates.

HOW TO USE THE
THULE FIT GUIDE

Thule provides two
primary ways to find
the correct rack: an
online fit tool on their
website and the “Fit
My Rack” mobile app.
Both are intuitive, but
knowing the steps can
save time.

Step 1:
Select



Your
Vehicle

Visit Thule’'s official
website or open the Fit
My Rack app. Enter
your vehicle’s make,
model, year, and
sometimes trim level
or body style (e.qg.,
2023 Honda CR-V with
roof rails vs. without).
Exact year and trim
matter because roof
shapes and hitch
receiver sizes vary.

Step 2:
Choose
Your Rack

Type

The guide typically
asks how you want to
carry the bikes: on the
roof, trunk, hitch, or

spare tire. It also may
ask how many bikes
you need to carry (e.g.,
1-4) and whether you
have an e-bike or fat
tire bike. This helps
filter products.

Step 3:
Review
Compatib
ility
Results

After entering this
information, the Thule
Bike Rack Fit Guide
displays a list of
compatible models. For
each rack, you will see
compatibility notes —
for instance, “Requires
T-track crossbars” or
“Fits vehicles with
spare tire up to 29
inches.” Some racks
also show vehicle-
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specific installation
notes or required
adapters (e.g., hitch
pin lock, anti-wobble
kit).

Step 4:
Confirm
Roof Bar
Compatib
ity

If you are choosing a
roof rack, the guide
often recommends the
appropriate Thule roof
rack system
(crossbars, foot packs,
and fit kit). For
example, a 2023
Toyota RAV4 with flush
rails may need a
specific fit kit like the
Thule WingBar Evo
with kit 316. The fit

guide clearly outlines
the part numbers.

Step 5:
Add
Accessorl
es

The guide may suggest
accessories like bike
frame adapters (for
step-through frames),
locking cables, or ramp
kits for heavy bikes.
These ensure your
specific bike fits
securely.

KEY FACTORS FOR
A PERFECT FIT

A successful fit goes
beyond vehicle and

rack model. Several
factors influence
whether a rack works
safely and

conveniently.



Vehicle

Frame

Compdidometry

ity

Not all vehicles support
all rack types. For
example, some sports
cars lack a hitch
receiver or have a
carbon fiber trunk that
cannot handle trunk-
rack straps. The Thule
Bike Rack Fit Guide
accounts for these
nuances. It also checks
for obstructions like
rear spoilers, antennas,
or camera housings.

Bike
Weight
and

Heavy e-bikes (50+
Ibs) require a robust
platform hitch rack
with high weight
capacity per slot. Step-
through frames need
an adaptor bar to hang
properly. Fat tire bikes
(up to 5 inches wide)
need trays or wheel
holders that
accommodate
oversized tires. The fit
guide suggests racks
with appropriate wheel
trays or hanger arms.

Hitch
Class and
Tongue
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Weight

If you choose a hitch
rack, the vehicle’s
hitch class must match
the rack’s weight
rating. Class Il hitches
support up to 3,500 Ibs
towing but often have
a lower tongue weight
(up to 350 Ibs). For
heavy cargo racks with
multiple e-bikes, you
may need Class Il or
IV. The fit gquide
displays max tongue
weight for each rack
and recommends
verifying your hitch.

Crossbar
and Roof
System
Compatib

ity

Roof racks require
crossbars that fit your
vehicle. Thule offers
different foot packs
(e.g., Evo, Edge) that
attach to raised rails,
integrated rails, or
bare roofs. The fit
guide cross-references
your vehicle with the
correct foot pack and
crossbar length. Using
the wrong crossbar can
cause wind noise, poor
aerodynamics, and
even damage.

Number
of Bikes
and
Access

If you frequently
access your trunk or
tailgate, consider a



hitch rack that tilts
away or a roof rack
that doesn’t block the
rear. The fit gquide
often includes tilt or
swing-away
compatibility notes.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even with a detailed fit
guide, users make
errors. Here are
frequent pitfalls and
how the Thule Bike
Rack Fit Guide helps
you steer clear.

lgnoring
Year-to-
Year
Changes

Vehicle manufacturers
change roof profiles
and hitch placements

between model years.
A rack that fits a 2022
SUV might not fit a
2023 refresh. Always
enter the exact model
year. The quide
updates yearly to
reflect these changes.

Assuming
“Universa
|” Means
Your Car

Some trunk racks claim
to be “universal,” but
they may not fit
vehicles with sloping
rear windows or plastic
hatchbacks. Thule’s
guide shows specific
fitment notes for each
vehicle. Do not rely
solely on the product
description — use the
official fit tool.
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Overlooki
ng Bike
Clearance

On roof racks, bikes
mounted too close
together can touch
during turns or on
bumpy roads. The
Thule fit guide’s
recommendations for
spacing and mounting
order (e.g., largest bike
first) prevent this. For
hitch racks, make sure
the bikes don't block
the rearview camera or
license plate.

Forgettin
g About
E-Bike

Weight

Standard hanging
racks may not support
heavy e-bikes (frame
damage risk). The fit
guide allows you to
filter by “e-bike
compatible.” Platform
racks with a high per-
slot limit (e.g., 60 Ibs)
are best.

Skipping
Lock
Stability
Checks

Thule racks come with
integrated locks, but
some vehicles have
unusual hitch receiver
tolerances. The guide
recommends anti-
wobble devices (e.qg.,
Thule’s SnugTight) to
eliminate movement.



Without them, bikes
may rattle and the rack
can loosen.

THULE FIT MY
RACK APP VS.
ONLINE TOOL

Thule offers two
platforms for the Thule
Bike Rack Fit Guide:
the desktop website
and the free “Fit My
Rack” mobile app. Both
are powerful, but each
has advantages.

Desktop
Website

Best for in-depth
research. You can
compare multiple racks
side by side, view
detailed compatibility
charts, and download
installation manuals.
The site also shows
nearby dealers and
current pricing.

10

Mobile
App

Ideal for on-the-go use.
The app uses your
phone’'s camera to
scan your vehicle’s VIN
barcode or license
plate to automatically
identify make, model,
and year. It then shows
compatible racks
instantly. You can also
save your vehicle
profile for future
reference. The app
includes step-by-step
installation videos.

Which to
Use?

For first-time buyers,
start with the website
to educate yourself on
rack types, then use
the app at a dealership
or in your driveway to
confirm fitment with
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your actual vehicle.
Both tools draw from
the same database, so
results are consistent.

TIPS FOR
SELECTING THE
RIGHT THULE BIKE
RACK

Beyond the fit guide,
consider your riding
habits and storage
constraints.

e Think about
daily use: If you
carry bikes
multiple times
per week, a hitch
rack with a tilt
feature (e.qg.,
Thule T2 Pro XT)
saves time and
back strain.

e Consider
security: Thule
offers lockable
hitch pins and
cables. The fit
guide will show
which racks
come with

integrated locks
and which need
add-ons.

Check garage
clearance: Roof-
rack users must
measure garage
door height to
avoid collisions.
The guide does
not estimate
your garage, but
it provides roof-
load height after
installation.
Factor in fuel
economy: Roof
racks create
wind drag
(10-20% more
fuel
consumption).
Hitch racks also
affect mileage
but less so. The
fit guide does not
calculate MPG,
but you can read
user reviews for
real-world data.

e Test fit at the

store: Many



Thule dealers
offer a “dry fit”
where they
mount the rack
on your carin
the parking lot.
Use the fit guide
results to pre-
select a model,
then physically
test it.

MAINTAINING
YOUR THULE BIKE
RACK FOR
LONGEVITY

Once you have the
perfect rack using the
fit quide, proper care
ensures years of
reliable service.

Reqgular
Inspectio
n

Check bolts, straps,
and locking
mechanisms before

12

each trip. The Thule fit
guide often includes a
maintenance checklist
in the manual. Tighten
any loose fasteners
and lubricate moving
parts with silicone

spray.

Cleaning

Road salt, mud, and
bird droppings can
corrode metal parts.
Wash the rack with
mild soap and water,
and dry it thoroughly.
For rubber straps (on
trunk racks), wipe
them with a protectant
to prevent cracking.

Storage

When not in use,
remove the rack (if
hitch or trunk) to
reduce UV exposure
and theft risk. For roof
racks, crossbars can
stay, but the bike
carriers should be
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stored indoors. Cover them with a breathable
bag.

13



