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INTRODUCTION

Few  things  are  more  frustrating  than
settling  into  your  favorite  show  and
realizing  your  remote  control  isn't
responding the way it should. Whether
you have a new DISH receiver, replaced
a lost remote, or simply need to control
your  TV’s  power  and  volume  with  a
single device, knowing how to program
a Dish remote is an essential skill. The
good  news  is  that  DISH  remotes  are
designed  for  user-friendly  setup,  and
with a few straightforward steps you can
have  your  remote  paired  with  your
receiver and TV in just a few minutes.
This  guide  walks  you  through  every
method available for programming your
DISH  remote,  from  automatic  code
search to manual code entry and even
on-screen menu programming.  We will
also  cover  common  troubleshooting
issues and advanced tips so that you get
the most out of your remote control. By
the  end  of  this  article,  you’ll  know
exactly how to program a Dish remote
for  any  model,  and  you’ll  be  able  to
solve  most  pairing  problems  on  your
own.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DISH
REMOTE

Before  diving  into  the  programming
steps,  it  is  important to identify which
DISH remote you own. DISH has released
several remote models over the years,
including  the  20.0,  21.0,  40.0,  50.0,

52.0,  and  the  newer  Voice  Remote
models with 54.0 or higher. Although the
core  process  for  how to  program a
Dish  remote  remains  similar,  the
button labels and menu paths can vary
slightly.

Remote Types
and Features

Standard Infrared (IR)
Remotes – Require a clear line of
sight to the receiver. They use the
AUX or TV buttons to control other
devices.
Hybrid IR/UHF Pro Remotes –
Can operate through walls or
cabinets. These are common with
DISH Hopper and Wally receivers.
Voice Remotes – Include a
microphone button and often
support Bluetooth for voice
commands. They also use IR to
control the TV.

You can identify your remote by looking
at the model number printed on the back
of  the  dev ice  or  on  the  bat tery
compartment label. Knowing your model
ensures you follow the correct steps for
how  to  program  a  Dish  remote
effectively.

PREPARATION BEFORE
PROGRAMMING

To  avoid  wasted  time,  gather  the
following  before  you  start:

Fresh batteries for the remote
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(alkaline recommended).
Your TV’s original remote or the TV
brand name and model number.
Access to the DISH receiver’s front
panel (for operations that require
pressing the receiver’s buttons).
A list of DISH remote codes for
your TV brand (available on DISH’s
website or in the owner’s manual).

Ensure your receiver is powered on and
showing a live program. If your remote is
completely  unresponsive,  temporarily
use the front panel buttons to navigate.

METHOD 1: AUTOMATIC
PROGRAMMING USING REMOTE
CONTROL SETUP

This is the quickest and most common
method for  how to program a Dish
remote to control your TV. The remote
will automatically scan through its built-
in  code  library  until  it  finds  a  code  that
works for your TV’s power, volume, and
mute functions.

Steps for
Standard IR/UHF
Remotes (Models
40.0, 50.0, 52.0)

Turn on your TV manually or using1.
its original remote.
Point the DISH remote toward the2.
TV.
Press and hold the TV button on3.
the remote. After about three
seconds, the TV button will blink
and then remain lit.
While holding the TV button, press4.
and release the Power button.

The TV button will turn off.
Release the TV button. The TV5.
button should blink once.
Press the Power button6.
repeatedly (once every second).
Each press sends a new code to
the TV.
When the TV turns off, press the #7.
(pound) button to lock in the code.
The TV button should blink three
times to confirm.
Test by pressing the Volume Up8.
and Mute buttons. If they work,
programming is complete.

Automatic
Programming for
Voice Remotes
(54.0 and later)
Voice  remotes  use  a  slightly  different
process. Follow these steps for how to
program  a  Dish  remote  with  voice
features:

Press the Home button (three-line1.
icon) on the remote.
Navigate to Settings > Remote2.
Control.
Select TV Control or Program3.
TV.
Choose Automatic and follow the4.
on-screen prompts.
The receiver will test codes5.
automatically. When the TV
responds (e.g., turns off), confirm
the selection.
Test the power and volume6.
controls.

This  menu-driven  approach  is  the
simplest  way  to  how to  program a
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Dish remote for newer models.

METHOD 2: MANUAL
PROGRAMMING USING CODE
ENTRY

If  the  automatic  scan doesn’t  work  or
you  prefer  entering  a  specific  code,
manual  programming  is  a  reliable
alternative. You will  need the code for
your  TV  brand.  DISH  provides  a
comprehensive code list on their support
page. Common examples include:

Samsung: 1100, 1103, 1104
LG: 1003, 1045, 1086
Sony: 1001, 1002, 1015
Vizio: 1178, 1179, 1180
TCL: 1189, 1190

Manual Code
Entry for
Standard
Remotes

Turn on your TV manually.1.
Press and hold the TV button until2.
it blinks twice and stays lit.
Enter the four-digit code for your3.
TV brand using the number keys. If
the code is valid, the TV button will
blink three times and turn off.
If the TV button blinks twice4.
instead of three times, the code
was incorrect. Try another code
from the list.
Once entered correctly, test the5.
Volume and Power buttons.

Manual Code
Entry for Voice
Remotes

Press the Home button on the1.
remote.
Go to Settings > Remote2.
Control > Program TV.
Choose Manual (or Enter Code).3.
Type the four-digit code using the4.
on-screen keypad or remote
number keys.
Confirm and test.5.

Manual  code  entry  is  a  tried-and-true
method for  how to program a Dish
remote  when the automatic scan fails
due to compatibility issues.

METHOD 3: PROGRAMMING THE
DISH REMOTE TO CONTROL YOUR
TV USING THE DISH MENU

For  DISH  Hopper  and  Wally  receivers,
you  can  program  the  remote  entirely
through  the  on-screen  interface.  This
method  is  especially  helpful  if  your
remote is already paired to the receiver
but you want to add TV control.

Steps for On-
Screen
Programming

Press the Home button on your1.
DISH remote.
Navigate to Settings > Remote2.
Control.
Select TV Control or Program3.
Remote.
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Choose TV as the device you want4.
to program.
Select Automatic or Manual5.
based on your preference.
Follow the on-screen instructions.6.
The receiver may ask you to point
the remote at the TV and press
Power repeatedly.
Once the TV turns off, press7.
Select to lock in the code.
Complete the test steps shown on8.
the screen.

This menu-driven process is part of the
easy how to program a Dish remote
workflow  and  reduces  the  chance  of
button-press  errors.

PROGRAMMING THE REMOTE FOR
A DIFFERENT TV OR AUX DEVICE

One of the hidden strengths of a DISH
remote is its ability to control more than
just  your  TV.  You  can  program  it  to
operate  a  soundbar,  A/V  receiver,  or
even a second TV using the AUX button.
The  p rocedu re  m i r ro r s  t he  TV
programming steps but substitutes the
AUX button for TV. For example:

Press and hold AUX until it blinks1.
twice.
Enter the device code (e.g., for a2.
soundbar or receiver).
Test the power and volume.3.

Knowing  how  to  program  a  Dish
remote  f o r  m u l t i p l e  d e v i c e s
consolidates your home theater control
into one hand-friendly unit.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

Even with clear instructions, you might
encounter problems. Here are the most
frequent hiccups and solutions:

Remote Not
Responding at All

Check battery orientation and
replace them if necessary.
For IR remotes, remove any
obstacles between the remote and
receiver or TV.
For UHF remotes, ensure the
remote is paired to the receiver
(see pairing section below).

TV Does Not
Turn Off During
Setup

If the TV does not respond to any
code during the automatic scan,
your TV may require a different
code range. Try manual code entry
by searching for codes online.
Some TVs, especially older or rare
brands, may not be supported. In
that case, use the TV’s original
remote for power and volume.

Volume Controls
TV but Power
Does Not (or Vice
Versa)

Repeat the programming steps but
ensure you use the Power button
for only the function that fails.
Sometimes the remote captures
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an incomplete code. Reset the
remote (hold TV + Power until
the TV button blinks twice) and try
again.

Remote Needs to
Be Paired to the
Receiver
If your remote isn’t communicating with
the DISH receiver at all, it may need to
be paired (especially for UHF remotes).
To pair:

Press and hold the Home button1.
on the remote for three seconds.
The receiver should respond by
displaying “Pairing” on the screen.

Alternatively, press the System2.
Info button on the receiver’s front
panel (or Power depending on
model). Then press the remote’s
Record button for three seconds.
Follow any on-screen prompts.3.

Pairing resolves many issues related to
how to program a Dish remote  for
receiver control.

ADVANCED TIPS FOR OPTIMIZING
YOUR REMOTE

Once  you  have  mastered  how  to
program  a  Dish  remote,  consider
these  enhancements:

Reset to factory defaults: If
your remote is acting erratically,
hold down the TV button until it
blinks twice, then press Power
twice. The remote will reset.


