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DIVE INTO THE WORLD OF SHERRILYN KENYON: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE
DARK-HUNTER SERIES LIST

If you are a fan of paranormal romance, urban fantasy, or epic mythology reimagined for the
modern age, you have likely encountered the name Sherrilyn Kenyon. Her sprawling, interconnected
universe, most famously centered on the Dark-Hunter series, has captivated millions of readers
worldwide. But with over 80 novels, novellas, and short stories spanning multiple sub-series, finding
a clear, up-to-date Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter Series list can feel like navigating a labyrinth
of ancient temples. This guide is designed to be your map, offering a comprehensive, naturally
flowing overview of the series reading order, the key characters, and the best entry points. Whether
you are a new reader wondering where to begin or a longtime fan checking for titles you might have
missed, this article will help you make sense of this vast and beloved fictional world.

Published under the name Sherrilyn Kenyon (now also writing as Sherrilyn McQueen), the Dark-
Hunter series is not a single linear narrative. Instead, it is a vast tapestry of stories tied together by
a central conflict: the eternal war between the Dark-Hunters—immortal warriors sworn to protect
humanity from vampires, daimons, and other supernatural threats—and the forces of evil. The series
blends Greek, Roman, Celtic, Norse, and other mythologies with a modern-day setting, creating a
rich, character-driven saga that has earned a devoted following. The key to enjoying this series is
understanding how it branches out.

What Is the Dark-Hunter Series? A Brief
Overview

At its core, the Dark-Hunter series follows a group of former humans who have been transformed
into immortal warriors by the goddess Artemis. In exchange for their souls, they are given powers,
speed, and near-invincibility to hunt and kill daimons—soul-sucking vampires who prey on human
life force. The leader of this elite group is Acheron Parthenopaeus, an ancient and enigmatic figure
who is himself a god. Acheron is the heart of the series, and many of the novels explore the
backstories and romances of other Dark-Hunters, Dream-Hunters, Hellchaser, and Were-Hunters.

It is important to know that the series is divided into several interconnected sub-series. When
searching for the Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series list, you will also encounter books from
the Were-Hunter (also known as Wolf-Hunter), Hellchaser, Dream-Hunter, and Chronicles of Nick
series. While each can be read somewhat independently, they are woven together with recurring
characters and overarching plotlines. For the most immersive experience, reading in publication
order is recommended, but many fans also follow a chronological order based on the timeline.

The Core Dark-Hunter Novels (In
Publication Order)

The primary series lists over 25 main novels, beginning with the first published book, Fantasy Lover,
which introduced readers to Julian of Macedon, an ancient Greek general cursed to be a love slave.
However, the series truly hit its stride with the second book, Night Pleasures, which introduced
Kyrian of Thrace and the modern Dark-Hunter world. Below is the list of core Dark-Hunter books in
the order they were published. This is the most common Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series
list used by readers.

Fantasy Lover (2002) - A standalone prelude that sets the stage.
Night Pleasures (2002) - First official Dark-Hunter novel featuring Kyrian.
Night Embrace (2003) - Talent and Sunshine.
Dance with the Devil (2003) - Zarek and Astrid.
Kiss of the Night (2004) - Wulf and Cassandra.
Night Play (2004) - Vane and Bride (first Were-Hunter novel).
Seize the Night (2005) - Valerius and Tabitha.
Sins of the Night (2005) - Alexion and Danger.
9. Unleash the Night (2005) - Wren and Maggie.
10. Dark Side of the Moon (2006) - Ravyn and Susan.
11. The Dream-Hunter (2007) - First Dream-Hunter novel, Arik and Megeara.
12. Upon the Midnight Clear (2007) - Aidan and Leta.
13. Dream Chaser (2007) - Xypher and Simone.
14. Acheron (2008) - Acheron's own story, a must-read.
15. One Silent Night (2008) - Stryker and Zephyra.
16. Dream Warrior (2009) - Jericho and Delphine.
17. Bad Moon Rising (2009) - Fang and Aimee.
18. No Mercy (2010) - Dev and Sam.
19. Retribution (2011) - Jess and Abigail.
20. The Guardian (2011) - Seth and Lydia.
21. Time Untime (2012) - Kessar and Ren.
22. Styxx (2013) - Acheron's twin brother's story.
23. Son of No One (2014) - Jaden and Josette.
24. Dragonbane (2015) - Max and Seraphina.
25. Dragonmark (2016) - lllarion and Edilyn.
26. Dragon's Lament (2016) - A standalone novel.
27. Dead Men Do Tell Tales (2017) - A collection of novellas.
28. Dark Bites (2017) - A short story collection.
29. Night Unbound (2019) - A novella bridging arcs.
30. Vampire in Atlantis (2021) - Balthazar and Elysia.
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Note that later books like Blood of the Phoenix (2022) and Dreams of Darkness (2023) continue the
saga. Always check the author's official website for the most recent additions to the Sherrilyn
Kenyon Dark Hunter series list.

The Connected Sub-Series: Where They Fit

To fully appreciate the Dark-Hunter universe, you must also know about its sibling series. Each sub-
series explores a different breed of immortal warriors, all under the umbrella of the Dark-Hunter
mythos.

1. WERE-HUNTER SERIES

Also known as the Wolf-Hunter series, these books focus on shape-shifters—arcadians and
katagari—who are descendants of the god Apollonia Lorina. The series begins with Night Play and
continues with Unleash the Night, Bad Moon Rising, and Dragonbane. If you are looking for the full
Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series list that includes all were-hunters, note they are
interwoven chronologically. The main were-hunter protagonist is Vane Kattalakis, but many other
characters like Fang, Wren, and Dev appear throughout.

2. DREAM-HUNTER SERIES

Dream-Hunters are beings that patrol the dream realm of Oneroi. They serve as psychopomps,
helping souls navigate their dreams and nightmares. The series starts with The Dream-Hunter and
includes Dream Chaser, Dream Warrior, and Dream of Darkness. Key characters include Arik,
Xypher, and Jericho. These books explore the concept of Skoti (dream demons) and Oneroi, adding a
psychological depth to the universe.

3. HELLCHASER SERIES

Hellchasers are humans turned into demons who work for the god Charon, hunting rogue souls and
spirits. They are a darker, more secretive branch of the Dark-Hunter world. The primary Hellchaser
novel is The Guardian, which introduces Seth, a powerful Hellchaser. Other Hellchaser stories appear
in novella collections like Dark Bites.

4. CHRONICLES OF Nick

A young adult series that follows Nick Gautier, a teenager who later becomes the character Nick
from the main adult series (seen in Infinity, Invincible, etc.). While not strictly Dark-Hunter romance,
this series is set in the same universe and explains the origins of a major antagonist. It is often
included in comprehensive Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series list resources for
completeness.

Reading Order Recommendations: Where
Should You Start?

One of the most common questions about the Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series list is the
best reading order. There are three main approaches:

e Publication Order: Start with Fantasy Lover and read each book as it was released. This
gives you the most natural introduction to the world, as characters are slowly introduced. It is
the safest choice for first-time readers.

e Chronological Order: Some fans prefer to read the series in internal timeline order, starting
with the ancient stories like Acheron and Styxx before moving to modern books. However, this
can spoil major reveals and is best for re-reads.

e Character Arc Order: You might want to read all books starring a specific character, such as
Acheron, before moving on. But the series is designed to be read in the order of publication
because later books reference earlier ones.

For a first-time reader, begin with Night Pleasures (or Fantasy Lover if you want the prequel). Then
proceed through the main novels. Once you reach Night Play, you will be introduced to the Were-
Hunters, and by The Dream-Hunter, you will be ready for the dream realm. The key is to trust the
author's original release schedule.

Key Characters and Their Roles in the
Series List

A Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter series list is nothing without its iconic characters. Here are the
immortals you will meet:

e Acheron Parthenopaeus: The leader of the Dark-Hunters, an Atlantean god cursed for
millennia. His story is the emotional core of the series.

e Kyrian of Thrace: One of the first Dark-Hunters introduced, a former Greek general betrayed
by his wife.

e Zarek of Moesia: A savage, emotionally damaged Dark-Hunter who becomes a hero.

* Valerius Magnus: A Roman Dark-Hunter who serves as a foil to Kyrian.

e Wulf Tryggvason: A Viking Dark-Hunter with a tragic past.

¢ Nick Gautier: A human-turned-supernatural being, central to the overall myth arc.

Each novel focuses on a specific couple, balancing romance, action, and mythology. The series is
known for its high emotional stakes and detailed world-building.

Common Questions About the Dark-
Hunter Series List

ARE ALL BOOKS IN THE DARK-HUNTER SERIES ROMANCE NOVELS?

Yes, the core novels are paranormal romance, but the Chronicles of Nick is YA and has less romance.
The novellas often focus on action and adventure.
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