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UNLOCKING
LITERACY: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO SING
SPELL READ AND
WRITE

For  educators  and
parents seeking a truly
integrated approach to
early  l i teracy,  the
search  often  leads  to
methods  that  promise
systematic  instruction
while  keeping  young
learners  engaged.
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
respected  and  time-
t e s t e d  p r o g r a m s
stands  Sing  Spell
Read And Write. This
multi-sensory, phonics-

based  curriculum  has
he lped  count less
children build a strong
foundation  in  reading,
writing,  spelling,  and
comprehension.  Unlike
f r a g m e n t e d
approaches that teach
these skills separately,
this  program  weaves
them  together  into  a
cohesive,  music-filled
journey. In this article,
w e  w i l l  e x p l o r e
everything you need to
know about Sing Spell
Read And Write, from
its  core  philosophy  to
i t s  p r a c t i c a l
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,
benefits,  and  how  it
stands  apart  in  the
crowded  field  of
l a n g u a g e  a r t s
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instruction.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
SING SPELL READ
AND WRITE?

Sing Spell Read And
Write  is  a  complete,
multi-sensory language
a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m
designed  primarily  for
Pre-K  through  3rd
grade  students.  It  is
built  on  the  principle
that children learn best
when  multiple  senses
a r e  e n g a g e d
simultaneously.  The
p r o g r a m  u s e s  a
carefully  sequenced
combination  of  songs,
games ,  hands -on
activities,  and  explicit
phonics  instruction  to
teach reading, writing,
s p e l l i n g ,  a n d
comprehension.  The
name itself reveals the
core  pillars:  children
sing their way through
phonics concepts, spell
w o r d s  u s i n g
manipulatives,  read

decodable  texts,  and
write to reinforce their
understanding.
Developed  by  Sue
Dickson,  a  seasoned
educator,  the program
h a s  b e e n  u s e d  i n
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d
h o m e s c h o o l s  f o r
decades.  Its  enduring
popularity  stems  from
i t s  p r o v e n
effectiveness  and  its
a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e
learning feel like play.
The  program  is  not
merely  a  collection  of
worksheets;  it  is  an
immersive  experience
that  transforms  the
sometimes  daunting
task of learning to read
into  a  joyful,  musical
adventure.

The Multi-
Sensory
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Approach
in Action
At  the  heart  of  Sing
S p e l l  R e a d  A n d
Write  is  the  multi-
sensory  method.  This
means that in a single
lesson,  a  child  might
s e e  a  l e t t e r  o n  a
poster,  hear  its  sound
in  a  song,  trace  its
shape  in  sand,  and
w r i t e  i t  o n  a
wh i teboa rd .  Th i s
s i m u l t a n e o u s
engagement  of  visual,
a u d i t o r y ,  a n d
kinesthetic  learning
pathways  strengthens
neural connections and
makes  learning  stick.
F o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o
s t r u g g l e  w i t h
traditional,  worksheet-
heavy approaches, this
multi-sensory  aspect
c a n  b e  a  g a m e -
changer.

Auditory:
Catchy songs
and chants teach
letter sounds,
blends, and
spelling rules.
Visual: Colorful
charts, posters,
and illustrated
books reinforce
concepts.
Kinesthetic:
Hands-on
activities like
letter tiles,
clapping
syllables, and
writing in the air
engage the body.

This  approach  aligns
perfect ly  with  the
science  of  reading,
which  emphasizes  the
importance of  explicit,
systematic  phonics
instruction.  However,
Sing Spell Read And
Write  goes  a  step
further  by  embedding
this instruction within a
context  of  music  and
movement ,  wh ich
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naturally  captivates
young  children.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF THE PROGRAM

To fully understand the
value  of  Sing  Spell
Read  And  Write,  it
helps to break down its
key  components.  The
program is not a single
t e x t b o o k  b u t  a
comprehensive  kit
filled  with  resources
des igned  to  work
together.

The Music
and
Songs
The  most  distinctive
feature is undoubtedly
the  music.  Each  level
includes a set of audio
CDs or digital files with
original  songs  that
teach  letter  sounds,
v o w e l  r u l e s ,

diphthongs, and more.
These  are  not  mere
background  tunes;
they  are  instructional
tools. For example, the
"Short  Vowel  Song"
h e l p s  c h i l d r e n
memorize  the  sounds
of a, e, i, o, u through a
simple,  repet i t ive
melody. The "Alphabet
Song"  is  different  from
the traditional one and
is  specifically  designed
to  teach  letter-sound
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
Children  often  find
themselves  humming
these tunes outside of
s c h o o l ,  w h i c h
reinforces  learning
throughout  the  day.

The
Storyboo
ks and
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Readers
The program includes a
series  of  decodable
storybooks  known  as
t h e  " S t o r y b o o k
Readers." These books
are carefully leveled to
match  the  phonics
concepts being taught.
As  children  progress
t h r o u g h  t h e
curriculum,  they  can
actually  read  these
books  independently,
building  confidence
and  fluency.  The
stories  are  engaging
and  often  humorous,
w h i c h  m o t i v a t e s
children to read more.
T h i s  i m m e d i a t e
application  of  learned
ski l ls  is  crucial  for
reading  success.

Manipulat

ives and
Games
Hands-on learning is a
cornerstone  of  Sing
S p e l l  R e a d  A n d
Write.  The  program
includes  letter  tiles,
magnet ic  boards ,
game cards, and board
games.  Children  use
these  to  build  words,
practice  spelling,  and
play interactive games
that  reinforce  phonics
rules. For instance, the
" R a c e  t o  t h e
Spacesh ip"  game
makes practicing sight
words  an  exc i t ing
compet i t ion.  Th is
gamification  of
learning keeps children
m o t i v a t e d  a n d
provides  repetitive
p r a c t i c e  w i t h o u t
boredom.
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Assessme
nt and
Progress

Tracking
The  program  a lso
i nc l udes  bu i l t - i n
assessment  tools.  The
" S t u d e n t  B o o k "
conta ins  per iod ic
"Check-Up" pages that
allow  teachers  and
parents to see if a child
h a s  m a s t e r e d  a
concept before moving
on.  The  "Assessment
Book"  provides  more
formal  evaluations.
Th i s  emphas i s  on
m a s t e r y - b a s e d
learning  ensures  that
no child is left behind.
If  a  student  struggles
w i th  a  pa r t i cu l a r
phonics  rule,  you  can
spend  additional  time
o n  i t  b e f o r e

progressing  to  more
complex  material.

HOW SING SPELL
READ AND WRITE
ALIGNS WITH THE
SCIENCE OF
READING

In  recent  years,  the
"Science  of  Reading"
has  become  a  major
f o c u s  i n  l i t e r a c y
education. This body of
research  emphasizes
the  importance  of
explicit,  systematic
phonics  instruction,
phonemic  awareness,
fluency,  vocabulary,
and  comprehension.
Sing Spell Read And
W r i t e  a l i g n s
remarkably  well  with
these  principles.

Phonemic
Awarenes
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s and
Phonics
The program begins by
building  phonemic
awareness—the  ability
to hear and manipulate
individual  sounds  in
words.  Children  clap
syllables, identify initial
sounds,  and  blend
sounds together. Then,
i t  sys temat i ca l l y
introduces  phonics
rules,  starting  with
sho r t  vowe l s  and
consonant sounds and
progressing  to  long
v o w e l s ,  b l e n d s ,
digraphs,  and  more
complex patterns.  The
s o n g s  p r o v i d e
memorable mnemonics
for these rules, making
them easy to recall.

Fluency

Develop
ment
Fluency  is  developed
through  repeated
reading  of  decodable
texts.  Because  the
storybooks are directly
tied  to  the  phonics
concepts being taught,
children can read them
with  high  accuracy
from  the  start.  This
success builds reading
speed  and  confidence.
The  program  a lso
inc ludes  "F luency
Str ips"  and  t imed
readings  for  more
advanced  students.

Compreh
ension
and
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Vocabular
y
Whi le  the  pr imary
focus  is  on  decoding,
comprehension  is  not
n e g l e c t e d .  T h e
teacher ' s  manua l
includes  discussion
questions and activities
that  help  chi ldren
understand  what  they
read.  Vocabulary  is
taught  both  directly,
through word lists, and
indirectly,  through the
rich  language  used  in
the songs and stories.

BENEFITS OF
USING SING SPELL
READ AND WRITE

Educators and parents
who use this  program
consistently  report
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
benefits.

High
Engagement:

The music and
games make
learning fun.
Children often
look forward to
their literacy
lessons.
Built-in
Review: The
program is
designed with
constant review.
Skills are
revisited
throughout the
year, ensuring
long-term
retention.
Confidence
Building:
Because children
are able to read
books early in
the program,
they develop a
strong sense of
accomplishment.
Easy to
Implement: The
teacher's manual
provides
detailed, scripted
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lesson plans,
making it
accessible even
for parents new
to teaching
reading.
Comprehensive
Scope: All
aspects of
language arts
are covered in
one program,
eliminating the
need to piece
together multiple
resources.

For
Homesch
ooling
Families
Sing Spell Read And
Write  is  particularly
p o p u l a r  a m o n g
h o m e s c h o o l i n g
fami l ies .  I t s  se l f -
conta ined  nature

means  that  a  parent
can open the box and
b e g i n  t e a c h i n g
immediate ly .  The
multi-sensory approach
is ideal for one-on-one
instruction,  and  the
engaging  materials
keep children focused.
Many  homeschoolers
apprec iate  that  i t
provides  a  complete
l a n g u a g e  a r t s
curriculum for the early
years, simplifying their
planning.

For
Classroo
m
Teachers
In a classroom setting,
the program works well
f o r  w h o l e - g r o u p
instruct ion,  smal l
groups,  or  learning
centers. The songs can
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be played for the entire
class, while the games
and manipulatives can
be  used  in  stations.
The  program  is  also
effective  for
intervention,  as  i t
provides  a  structured,
sequential  approach
that benefits struggling
readers.  Teachers
often  report  that  the
program  reduces  the
need  for  additional
phonics  resources,  as
e v e r y t h i n g  i s
integrated.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR
IMPLEMENTING
THE PROGRAM

Whether you are using
Sing Spell Read And
Write at home or in a
c l a s s r o o m ,  a  f e w
pract ica l  t ips  can
e n h a n c e  y o u r
experience.

Follow the1.
Sequence: The

program is
designed to be
taught in order.
Each lesson
builds on the
previous one.
Skipping around
can confuse
children.
Use the Music2.
Daily: Play the
songs regularly.
Repetition is key
to memorization.
Many families
find that listening
to the songs in
the car or during
snack time
provides
valuable extra
exposure.
Incorporate the3.
Games: Do not
skip the games.
They provide
essential practice
and make
learning stick.
Set aside time
each week for
game-based
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review.
Be Patient with4.
Mastery: If a
child struggles
with a concept,
slow down. The
program is
mastery-based,
and it is better to
spend extra time
now than to
move on too
quickly.
Celebrate5.
Progress: Use
the built-in
assessments to
celebrate
milestones.
When a child
completes a
level,
acknowledge
their
achievement.
This positive
reinforcement is
powerful.

COMPARING SING
SPELL READ AND

WRITE TO OTHER
PROGRAMS

There  are  many  early
literacy  programs  on
the  market,  so  it  is
natural  to  compare.
Programs like All About
Reading,  Teach  Your
Child  to  Read  in  100
Easy Lessons, and The
Ordinary  Parent 's
Guide  to  Teaching
Reading  each  have
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s .
However,  Sing  Spell
Read  And  Write  is
unique  in  its  heavy
reliance on music and
its  fully  integrated
approach  to  writing
and  spelling.  While
some  programs  focus
exclusively on reading,
this  program  weaves
all language arts skills
together.  For  families
who  want  a  single,
cohesive  curriculum
that  covers  reading,
writing,  spelling,  and
comprehension, it is an
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excellent choice.
Another  advantage  is
its  time-tested  track
record.  While  newer
programs  may  lack
longitudinal data, Sing
S p e l l  R e a d  A n d
Write  has  been  used
effectively  for  over
th i r ty  years .  Th is
longevity speaks to its
q u a l i t y  a n d
effectiveness.

ADDRESSING
COMMON
CONCERNS

No program is perfect,
and it  is  important  to
consider  potential
drawbacks. Some users
find the program to  be
t e a c h e r - i n t e n s i v e ,
especially  in the early
stages.  The  scripted
lessons  are  detailed,
but  they  do  require
active  participation.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
p rog ram ' s  heavy
emphasis  on  phonics

may  not  suit  every
learning  style,  though
the  mult i -sensory
a p p r o a c h  d o e s
m i t i g a t e  t h i s
somewhat. Finally,  the
cost of the complete kit
can  be  higher  than
some  other  options,
though  many  families
find  the  all-in-one
nature  to  be  cost -
effective  in  the  long
run.
However,  for  the  vast
majority  of  children,
the  benefits  far
outweigh  these  minor
concerns.  The joy and
confidence  that  come
from  learning  to  read
with songs and games
are invaluable.

CONCLUSION: A
TIME-TESTED PATH
TO LITERACY

In  the  landscape  of
e a r l y  l i t e r a c y
e d u c a t i o n ,  f e w
p r o g r a m s  h a v e
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demonstrated  the
staying  power  and
effectiveness  of  Sing
S p e l l  R e a d  A n d
Write.  By  combining
the  best  elements  of
e x p l i c i t  p h o n i c s
instruction  with  the
irresistible  appeal  of
music  and  hands-on
activities,  it  creates  a
learning  environment
w h e r e  c h i l d r e n
genu ine ly  thr ive .
Whether  you  are  a
parent  teaching  your

child  at  home  or  an
educator looking for a
rel iable  classroom
resource, this program
offers  a  structured,
engaging,  and  proven
p a t h  t o  r e a d i n g
success.  When  you
sing,  spell,  read,
a n d  w r i t e  w i t h
children,  you  are  not
j u s t  t e a c h i n g
s k i l l s — y o u  a r e
fostering a lifelong love
o f  l a n g u a g e  a n d
learning.


