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MASTERING
MATHS WORD
PROBLEMS FOR
GRADE 6: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO BUILDING
CONFIDENCE AND
SKILLS

Mathematics  in  Grade
6  marks  a  p ivo ta l
transition  from  basic
arithmetic  to  more
abstract  thinking  and
multi-step  reasoning.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
c h a l l e n g i n g  y e t
rewarding  areas  for
students at this level is

tackling  maths  word
problems  for  Grade
6 .  These  problems
c o m b i n e  r e a d i n g
comprehension  with
m a t h e m a t i c a l
computation,  requiring
learners  to  extract
relevant  information,
choose  the  correct
operation,  and  apply
p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g
strategies.  Developing
proficiency  in  Grade  6
word problems not only
prepares  students  for
higher-level  math  but
a l so  s t reng thens
logical  reasoning  and
real-life  application
skills. In this guide, we
will  explore  effective
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techniques,  common
types of problems, and
practical  examples  to
help both teachers and
parents  support  their
children  in  mastering
t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l
exercises.

Why
Math
Word
Problems
Matter at
the Grade
6 Level
By  the  time  students
reach sixth grade, they
are expected to move
beyond  simple  one-
step calculations. Word
problems  for  Grade  6
math  often  involve

m u l t i p l e  s t e p s ,
fractions,  decimals,
percentages,  ratios,
and  basic  algebraic
t h i n k i n g .  T h e s e
p r o b l e m s  t e a c h
c h i l d r e n  h o w  t o
interpret  situations,
identify  patterns,  and
apply  mathematical
concepts  to  real-world
s c e n a r i o s .  F o r
example,  a  problem
might ask a student to
calculate the total cost
of several items with a
discount,  determine
the average speed of a
journey,  or  compare
quantities using ratios.
Solving such problems
enhances  c r i t i ca l
thinking  and  helps
s t u d e n t s  s e e  t h e
relevance  of  math
beyond the classroom.

Key
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Strategie
s for
Solving
Grade 6
Word

Problems
To effectively approach
m a t h s  w o r d
problems  for  Grade
6 ,  students  should
follow  a  structured
method.  The  following
strategies  are  widely
recommended  by
educators:

Read the
problem
carefully – Read
the entire
problem at least
twice. Identify
what is being
asked and

underline key
numbers and
keywords.
Visualize or
sketch –
Drawing a
diagram, table,
or number line
can help
organize
information,
especially for
problems
involving
distances,
timelines, or
comparisons.
Determine the
operation(s) –
Look for clue
words: “in all,”
“total,” “sum”
often indicate
addition;
“difference,”
“how many
more” suggest
subtraction;
“each,” “per,”
“times” point to
multiplication;
“shared,”
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“divided,” “equal
groups” imply
division.
Break down
multi-step
problems –
Write down each
step separately.
Solve one part at
a time and then
combine the
results.
Check your
answer – Does
the answer make
sense? Use
estimation to
verify. Reverse
the operation if
possible to
confirm
correctness.

Common
Types of
Grade 6

Math
Word
Problems
Understanding  the
typical  categories  of
m a t h s  w o r d
problems  for  Grade
6  can  help  students
recognize patterns and
apply  appropr iate
strategies.  Here  are
the  most  common
types  encountered  in
the  curriculum:

1. MIXED
OPERATIONS WORD
PROBLEMS

These  involve  two  or
more  operations  in  a
single  problem.  For
example:  “A  bakery
sold  125  loaves  of
bread  in  the  morning
a n d  8 9  i n  t h e
afternoon.  Each  loaf
costs $2.50. How much
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money did the bakery
e a r n  i n  t o t a l ? ”
Students must first add
the loaves (125 + 89 =
214) and then multiply
by  the  cost  (214  ×
2.50  =  $535).  Such
problems reinforce the
order of operations and
careful sequencing.

2. FRACTIONS AND
DECIMALS WORD
PROBLEMS

Grade 6 students often
work with fractions and
decimals  in  real-world
contexts.  Example:
“Emma used 3/4 cup of
sugar  for  a  cake  and
1/3  cup  for  cookies.
How  much  sugar  did
she  use  altogether?”
C o n v e r t i n g  t o  a
common  denominator
o r  u s i n g  d e c i m a l
equivalents  (0.75  +
0.333  =  1.083  cups)
helps  solve.  Another
common  scenario:  “A
ribbon  is  2.6  meters

long.  You  cut  off  0.9
meters.  How  much
remains?” (2.6 – 0.9 =
1.7 meters).

3. RATIO AND
PROPORTION
PROBLEMS

Ratios  are  introduced
in  Grade  6  and  often
a p p e a r  i n  w o r d
problems. Example: “In
a  class,  the  ratio  of
boys to girls  is  3:2.  If
there are 18 boys, how
many girls are there?”
The ratio tells  us that
for every 3 boys, there
are  2  girls.  Since  18
corresponds to 3 parts,
each part is 6 (18 ÷ 3),
so girls are 2 × 6 = 12.
Proportion  problems
involve  finding
equivalent  ratios  or
scaling  up.

4. PERCENTAGE
WORD PROBLEMS

Percentages  come  up
frequently in shopping,
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d i s c o u n t s ,  a n d
statistics.  A  typical
Grade  6  problem:  “A
jacket  costs  $80.  It  is
on  sale  for  25%  off.
W h a t  i s  t h e  s a l e
price?”  First  calculate
25% of $80 ($20), then
subtract: $80 – $20 =
$60.  Alternatively,  find
75%  of  the  original
p r i c e .  A n o t h e r
example:  “If  15%  of
students  in  a  school
are  left-handed,  and
there are 400 students,
how  many  are  left-
handed?” Multiply 0.15
× 400 = 60.

5. MEASUREMENT
AND GEOMETRY
WORD PROBLEMS

T h e s e  p r o b l e m s
i n v o l v e  a r e a ,
perimeter,  volume,
t i m e ,  a n d  u n i t
conve r s i ons .  Fo r
i n s t a n c e :  “ A
rectangular  garden  is
12 meters long and 8

meters  wide.  What  is
its area?” (12 × 8 = 96
sq  m).  Or:  “A  train
leaves at 9:45 AM and
arrives  at  11:20  AM.
H o w  l o n g  i s  t h e
journey?”  Students
need to subtract times,
carrying  over  minutes
if  necessary.  Volume
problems might involve
c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e
capacity  of  a  box  in
cubic units.

6. DATA AND
PROBABILITY WORD
PROBLEMS

Interpreting  graphs,
mean,  median,  mode,
and  simple  probability
also  appear.  Example:
“The test scores were:
85,  90,  75,  95,  80.
What  i s  the  mean
score?” Sum the scores
(425) and divide by 5
(85).  Probability:  “A
bag  contains  3  red
marbles  and  5  blue
marbles.  What  is  the
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probability of picking a
red marble?” (3 out of
8, or 3/8).

Sample
Grade 6
Word
Problem
with
Step-by-
Step
Solution
Let’s  work  through  a
detailed  example  to
illustrate  the  process.
Consider this problem:
“Tom has 240 stamps
in  his  collection.  He
g i v e s  2 5 %  o f  h i s
stamps  to  his  friend.
Then he buys 40 more

stamps.  How  many
stamps does Tom have
now?  If  he  wants  to
arrange all  his stamps
equally into 5 albums,
how many stamps will
be in each album?”
Step  1:  Understand
the question. It has two
parts:
(1) Find the number of
stamps  after  giving
away  25%  and  then
buying 40.
(2)  Divide  the  final
number  by  5.
Step 2:  Solve  the  first
part.  25%  of  240  =
0 . 2 5  ×  2 4 0  =  6 0
stamps given away.
After giving away: 240
– 60 = 180 stamps.
Then he buys 40: 180
+ 40 = 220 stamps.
Step 3:  Second  part:
Arrange  220  stamps
equally into 5 albums:
220 ÷ 5 = 44 stamps
per album.
Step  4:  Check:  Does
220 ÷ 5 equal 44? Yes.
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Also, estimate: 25% of
240 is  about 60,  then
180 plus 40 is 220. The
answer makes sense.

Common
Mistakes
Students
Make
with
Grade 6
Word
Problems
E v e n  w i t h  g o o d
strategies,  students
o f t e n  s t u m b l e .
Recognizing  these
p i t f a l l s  c a n  h e l p
parents  and  teachers
p rov ide  ta rge ted
support:

Rushing
through
reading –
Missing key
details or
misinterpreting
the question.
Choosing the
wrong
operation –
Confusing “how
many more” with
“total,” or using
division when
multiplication is
needed.
Ignoring units –
Forgetting to
include units in
the answer (e.g.,
writing 5 instead
of 5 meters).
Forgetting to
answer all
parts – Multi-
step problems
often have
multiple
questions.
Students
sometimes stop
after the first
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part.
Arithmetic
errors – Careless
mistakes in
addition,
subtraction,
multiplication, or
division,
especially with
decimals and
fractions.

Tips for
Teachers
and
Parents
to Help
with
Maths

Word
Problems
for Grade
6
Supporting  a  sixth
grader's  problem-
solving  skills  can  be
rewarding.  Here  are
practical  suggestions:

Encourage1.
reading
comprehension
– Ask your child
to retell the
problem in their
own words
before solving.
Use real-life2.
situations –
Create word
problems from
everyday
activities like
cooking,
shopping, or
planning a trip.
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This makes math
relevant and
engaging.
Practice3.
mental math –
Strengthen basic
calculation
fluency so
students can
focus on the
logic of the
problem rather
than getting
stuck on
arithmetic.
Provide visual4.
aids – Bar
models, number
lines, and tables
help students
see relationships
between
quantities.
Review5.
vocabulary –
Ensure students
understand
terms like “sum,”
“difference,”
“product,”
“quotient,”
“ratio,”

“percent,” and
“average.”
Work through6.
problems
together –
Model your
thinking aloud:
“What
information do
we have? What
are we trying to
find? Which
operation should
we use first?”
Use online7.
resources –
Many websites
and apps offer
interactive Grade
6 word problems
with step-by-step
hints and
immediate
feedback.

Building
Long-
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Term
Problem-
Solving

Skills
Master ing  maths
word  problems  for
Grade  6  is  not  just
about getting the right
answer—it's  about
developing  a  growth
mindset  and  logical
a p p r o a c h  t o
chal lenges.  When
students learn to break
d o w n  c o m p l e x
problems,  they  build
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d
analytical  skills  that
benefit  other  subjects
l i k e  s c i e n c e ,
economics,  and  even
daily  decision-making.
Encourage  regular
practice with a variety
of  prob lem  types.
Celebrate  the  process

as much as the correct
answer ,  and  he lp
students  see mistakes
a s  l e a r n i n g
opportunities.
By  integrating  these
strategies  into  home
a n d  c l a s s r o o m
routines,  parents  and
e d u c a t o r s  c a n
t r a n s f o r m  w o r d
p r o b l e m s  f r o m  a
source  of  frustration
into  a  platform  for
confidence  and
success.  The  key  is
consistent,  patient
p r a c t i c e  w i t h
meaningful  feedback.
As  students  progress
through  sixth  grade,
they will find that these
skills  provide  a  solid
foundation  for  the
a l g e b r a i c  a n d
geometric  reasoning
required  in  middle
school and beyond.
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Conclusio
n
In  summary,  maths
word  problems  for
G r a d e  6  a r e  a n
essential component of
m a t h e m a t i c a l
development,  bridging
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n
concrete  arithmetic
a n d  a b s t r a c t
reasoning. By teaching
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d
carefully,  visualize,

break down steps, and
check  their  work,  we
equip  them with  tools
that  last  a  lifetime.
Whether  dealing  with
f rac t ions ,  ra t ios ,
percentages,  or  multi-
step  calculations,  a
systematic  approach
ensures  success.  With
practice  and the  right
support,  every  sixth
grader  can  become  a
confident  problem
solver  ready to  tackle
any  math  challenge
that  comes  their  way.


