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UNLOCKING THE
PAST: THE
ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO AN
INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER
SERIAL NUMBER
SEARCH

F o r  c o l l e c t o r s ,
restorers,  and farmers
alike,  few  names  in
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d
industrial  history carry
as  much  weight  as
International Harvester
(IH).  From  the  iconic
red  Farmall  tractors

that  tilled  the  fields  of
the 20th century to the
rugged  Scouts  and
loaders  that  bu i l t
modern  infrastructure,
IH  equipment  is  more
than just machinery—it
is a piece of heritage.
However,  owning  a
piece  of  this  history
comes  with  a  puzzle:
What  year  was  it
made? Where did it
come from? Are the
parts  original?  The
answer  to  all  these
quest ions  l ies  in  a
simple  string  of  digits
and  letters  known  as
the  serial  number.
Conducting a thorough
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
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Harvester  Serial
Number Search is the
first  step  toward
unlocking the complete
story of your machine.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you
th rough  why  th i s
search matters, how to
find  the  number,  and
how  to  interpret  the
data you uncover.

WHAT IS AN
INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER
SERIAL NUMBER?

A  serial  number  is  a
unique  identifier
a s s i g n e d  b y
International Harvester
t o  e a c h  u n i t  o f
equipment  produced.
U n l i k e  a  m o d e l
n u m b e r ,  w h i c h
identifies  a  specific
d e s i g n  o r  l i n e  o f
products  ( l ike  the
Farmall  H  or  the  IH
1066  tractor) ,  the
s e r i a l  n u m b e r  i s
specific to an individual

machine. Think of it as
a  fingerprint.  No  two
tractors,  trucks,  or
implements  rolling  off
the assembly line at IH
plants  in  Chicago,
Louisville,  or  Memphis
shared the same serial
number.
These  numbers  are
typically a combination
of  digits,  sometimes
preceded by a letter or
a  prefix  code.  The
length  and  format
varied  dramatically
over the decades. Early
equipment  from  the
1900s  might  have  a
very  short  number,
while later models from
the  1970s  and  1980s
feature  longer,  more
structured  codes.  The
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Harvester  Serial
Number Search is the
process  of  using  this
unique  identifier  to
look up the machine's
b i r t h  r e c o r d s ,
p roduc t i on  yea r ,
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original  specifications,
a n d  f a c t o r y
configuration.

WHY YOU NEED TO
PERFORM AN
INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER
SERIAL NUMBER
SEARCH

Whether  you  are  a
seasoned collector or a
first-time  buyer  at  an
auction,  decoding  the
serial  number  is  not
j u s t  an  academic
exercise—it  has  real-
world  value.  Here  are
the primary reasons to
conduct this research:

Determining
the Exact Year
of
Manufacture:
This is the most
common reason.
Knowing the year
helps you
understand the
value of the
machine, its

technical
specifications
(like engine
changes or
hydraulic
upgrades), and
its historical
context. A 1950
Farmall Super A
is very different
from a 1954
model.
Verifying
Authenticity: In
the world of high-
value
restorations, part
swaps are
common.
Someone might
put a later
model's engine
or sheet metal
on an older
chassis. A serial
number search
helps you
confirm that the
core components
match what left
the factory.
Ordering the
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Correct Parts:
Buying parts for
a 70-year-old
tractor can be a
headache.
Manufacturers
made subtle
changes mid-
production year.
By running a
International
Harvester
Serial Number
Search, you can
order parts that
are guaranteed
to fit your
specific machine,
saving time and
money on
returns.
Establishing
Provenance:
For rare models
or special
editions (like the
Farmall 140 with
unique options),
the serial
number can
trace the
machine back to

its original dealer
and region. This
"provenance"
can significantly
increase the
resale value.
Insurance and
Valuation:
Insurance
companies often
require a precise
year and model
for classic
vehicle or
equipment
policies. An
accurate serial
number search
provides the
documented
proof needed for
fair valuation.

HOW TO LOCATE
THE SERIAL
NUMBER ON YOUR
IH EQUIPMENT

Before you can conduct
a search, you must find
t h e  n u m b e r .
International Harvester
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was consistent but not
always  intuitive  about
p l a c e m e n t .  T h e
location  varies  by  the
type of equipment.

Tractors
(Farmall,
Internatio
nal, Cub)
On  most  IH  tractors,
the  serial  number  is
stamped directly into a
flat  ground  surface  on
the engine block or the
transmission  housing.
For the popular Farmall
Cub and Letter  Series
(H,  M,  A,  B),  look  on
the  left  side  of  the
engine block, near the
spark  plugs  or  the
distributor.  On  newer
models  l ike  the  66
Series (1066, 1466) or
the  86  Series  (1086,
1486 ) ,  t he  se r i a l

number is often found
on  a  flat  boss  on  the
right  side  of  the  rear
axle  housing  or  on  a
tag  attached  to  the
c lu tch  hous ing .  A
common  trick:  clean
the  area  with  a  wire
b r u s h  a n d  u s e  a
flashlight  held  at  a  low
ang le  to  read  the
stamped  digits.

IH Trucks
(Loadstar
,
Fleetstar,
Scout,
Travelall)
For  In te rnat iona l
t rucks ,  the  ser ia l
number  is  typically
found on a metal plate
riveted to  the  driver's
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side  door  jamb  or  on
the dash panel  visible
through the windshield.
F o r  e a r l y  S c o u t s
(1961-1965),  the  VIN
(Vehicle  Identification
N u m b e r ,  w h i c h
functions as the serial
number) is stamped on
the front crossmember
of  the  f rame,  jus t
below  the  radiator.
Later Scouts and trucks
used  a  standard  VIN
plate.

Other
Equipme
nt
(Crawlers
,
Combines

, Balers)
C o n s t r u c t i o n
equipment  l ike  the
TD-9 or TD-14 crawlers
often  have  the  serial
number on the engine
block  or  on  a  plate
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e
instrument  panel.  For
combines  and  balers,
look  for  a  metal  tag
near  the  operator's
station or on the main
frame  rail.  Threshers
and stationary engines
generally  have  the
serial number stamped
into the flywheel or the
cylinder head.
Pro Tip: If the number
is  rusty  or  painted
over,  use  a  piece  of
chalk  to  rub  over  the
stamping.  The  chalk
wil l  sett le  into  the
grooves,  making  the
digits  visible.

STEP-BY-STEP
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GUIDE TO
CONDUCTING AN
INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER
SERIAL NUMBER

SEARCH

Once you have located
the  number,  the  real
detective work begins.
Here  is  a  systematic
approach  to  decoding
it.

Write Down the1.
Full Number:
Record every
digit and letter
exactly as you
see it. Do not
confuse the
letter "O" with
the number "0",
or the letter "I"
with the number
"1". Note any
prefixes or
suffixes.
Identify Your2.
Model and
Series: This is
crucial. A serial

number is
meaningless
without knowing
the model. For
example,
"501234" could
refer to a Farmall
A or a Farmall
140 depending
on the era. You
need the model
name (e.g.,
"Farmall Super
C" or
"International
454 Utility").
Consult an3.
Official Serial
Number Guide:
This is the gold
standard. Many
IH clubs and
restoration parts
suppliers have
published official
lists. These lists
break down the
serial number
ranges for each
year. For
example, the
guide might
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show: "Farmall H:
1939 - 1942:
Serial # 501 to
50,000" and so
on.
Use Online4.
Resources:
Several
dedicated
websites exist for
performing an
International
Harvester
Serial Number
Search. These
sites have
searchable
databases where
you enter your
model and serial
number. Verified
sources include
the Wisconsin
Historical Society
(which holds
many IH
archives) and
specialized
forums like Red
Power Magazine
or TractorByNet.
Cross-5.

Reference with
Casting Codes:
If the serial
number is
missing or
unreadable, look
for casting codes
on the engine
block,
transmission,
and rear axle.
These are date
codes (often a
number and a
letter, like "3 21
K") that tell you
when the part
was cast. This
can help narrow
down the
production year
to within a few
months.
Join a6.
Community
Forum: The IH
community is
incredibly active
and helpful. Post
your findings on
a forum like
"Yesterday's
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Tractors" or "The
IH Truck Forum."
Experienced
members can
often decode
strange numbers
from memory or
direct you to
obscure
resources.

UNDERSTANDING
THE SERIAL
NUMBER FORMAT
AND WHAT IT
REVEALS

An  International
Harvester  Serial
Number Search is not
just  about  finding  a
year. The format itself
can reveal a wealth of
information.  In  the
mid-20th  century,  IH
u s e d  a  s y s t e m  o f
prefixes.  For  instance,
on a Farmall  140, the
serial number might be
"140-12345."  The
"140"  is  the  model
prefix,  making

identification  instant.
L a t e r  m o d e l s ,
particularly the 56 and
66  Series  tractors,
used  a  more  complex
s y s t e m .  A  s e r i a l
number  o f  "1066-
H-123456" tells  you it
is  a  1066  model  (the
flagship  at  the  time)
and  the  "H"  might
indicate it was built at
the  Memphis  plant
v e r s u s  a  " C "  f o r
Chicago.  The  suffix
letters  can  indicate
special  configurations,
s u c h  a s  a  h i g h -
clearance version or a
row-crop utility model.
For  trucks,  the  VIN
system used  by  IH  in
the  1970s  includes  a
"Model  Code"  within
the  first  few digits.  For
example,  a  Scout  VIN
s ta r t i ng  w i th  "C "
i n d i c a t e s  i t  i s  a
standard Scout II, while
a  specific  digit  might
tell you it has a 345 V8
engine  versus  a  304
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V8.  Decoding  these
n u a n c e s  i s  t h e
difference  between
knowing  you  own  a
"truck"  and  knowing
y o u  o w n  a  " 1 9 7 9
International  Scout  II
Terra  with  a  soft  top
and  a  Dana  44  rear
axle."

ONLINE
RESOURCES AND
DATABASES FOR
YOUR SEARCH

The internet has made
the  International
Harvester  Serial
Number  Sea rch
significantly  easier
than it was thirty years
ago. Here are the top
places to look:

Wisconsin
Historical
Society (WHS)
Archives: IH
was
headquartered in
Chicago, but its
primary archives

are housed in
Wisconsin. They
have digitized
many service
bulletins and
serial number
lists. Their
database is a
massive,
searchable
repository.
Red Power
Magazine
Website: This is
the premier
magazine for IH
collectors. Their
website has a
community
forum with a
dedicated "Serial
Number" search
section where
you can post
your request.
TractorData.co
m: A fantastic
general resource
that provides the
serial number
year ranges for
thousands of
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tractor models,
including IH. It is
free and easy to
navigate.
Specialized
Decoding
Websites: Sites
like "Binder
Books" and "The
Scout
Connection"
have specific,
searchable VIN
decoders for
International
trucks and
Scouts. They will
often give you
the exact month
of manufacture
and original
engine code.
eBay and
Auction
Archives: While
not a direct
database,
looking at sold
listings for your
specific model
can help you
cross-reference

serial numbers.
You will often see
listings stating:
"1954 Farmall
Super M - Serial
# 12345." This
gives you a real-
world data point.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

T h e  p a t h  t o  a
s u c c e s s f u l
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Harvester  Serial
Number Search is not
always  smooth.  You
may  encounter  these
obstacles:

Corroded or
Painted
Numbers: This
is the most
common issue.
Use a wire brush,
sandpaper, or a
chemical stripper
to clean the
area. If the
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stamping is
shallow, try using
a rubbing with a
pencil and paper.
Missing Plate:
On trucks, the
VIN plate
sometimes falls
off or is removed
during a repaint.
Check for the
stamped frame
number (usually
on the driver's
side frame rail
near the steering
box). This is the
legal VIN for
most states.
Replacement
Parts: If the
engine has been
swapped, the
serial number on
the engine block
will belong to a
different tractor.
You must look for
the serial

number on the
transmission or
rear axle
housing, which is
the "chassis"
number for
tractors.
Gaps in the
Records: Some
years are poorly
documented. IH
did not always
publish perfect
lists. In these
cases, you may
only be able to
narrow it down to
a range of two to
three years.
Prefix
Confusion:
Some models,
like the Farmall
Cub, have serial
numbers that
start with "F-
CUB" but later
models dropped
the


