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INTRODUCTION:
WHO WAS THE
MAN BEHIND THE
WARDROBE?

For  generations  of
readers,  the  magical
land  of  Narnia  has
b e e n  a  p l a c e  o f
wonder,  adventure,
and profound meaning.
Children  and  adults
a l ike  have  walked
beside  Lucy,  Edmund,
Susan,  and  Peter ,
sa i led  with  Pr ince
C a s p i a n ,  a n d
whispered the name of
Aslan  with  reverence.
B u t  b e h i n d  t h i s
beloved  fantasy  world
stands  a  figure  of

remarkable  depth  and
c o m p l e x i t y .  The
A u t h o r  o f  T h e
Chronicles of Narnia
is  Clive Staples Lewis,
better  known  to  the
world as C.S. Lewis. Far
more than just a writer
of  children's  fantasy,
Lewis  was  a  towering
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a
celebrated Oxford and
Cambridge professor, a
Christian  apologist,  a
poet,  and  a  literary
scholar  whose  work
continues  to  shape
modern  thought.  To
understand Narnia is to
understand  the  mind
and heart  of  the man
who created it.
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THE EARLY LIFE OF
CLIVE STAPLES

LEWIS

A Belfast
Childhood
Shaped
by Loss
and
Imaginati
on
Born on November 29,
1898 ,  i n  Be l f a s t ,
Ireland, The Author of
The  Chronicles  of
Narnia  experienced  a
childhood  that  would
profoundly  influence
his  later  writing.  His
father,  Albert  Lewis,
was a solicitor, and his
mother, Flora Hamilton

L e w i s ,  w a s  t h e
d a u g h t e r  o f  a
c lergyman.  Young
Clive,  or  "Jack"  as  he
insisted on being called
from an early age, was
a precocious child with
a vivid imagination. He
and his  older  brother,
Warren,  created  their
own imaginary world of
"Boxen," complete with
dressed animals and a
complex  po l i t i ca l
system.  This  early
w o r l d - b u i l d i n g
foreshadowed the rich,
fully-realized  universe
of Narnia that he would
create decades later.
Tragedy  struck  when
Lewis  was  just  nine
years  old.  His  mother
died of  cancer,  a  loss
that  shattered  his
childhood.  He  later
wrote  that  h is  l i fe
became  "a  world  of
shadows"  after  her
death.  His  father ,
overwhelmed by grief,
sent  the  young  boys
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away  to  a  series  of
boarding  schools  in
England. The harsh and
o f t e n  c r u e l
environment  of  these
schoo l s  l e f t  deep
emotional scars, but it
also  fueled  Lewis's
retreat  into books.  He
devoured  mythology,
Norse  sagas ,  and
classical  literature,  all
of  which  would  later
p r o v i d e  t h e  r a w
materials  for  his  own
fiction.

THE INTELLECTUAL
JOURNEY: FROM
ATHEISM TO FAITH

The
Young
Atheist at
Oxford
As a young man, Lewis
w a s  a  c o m m i t t e d

a t h e i s t .  H e  l a t e r
described  his  teenage
years as marked by a
d e e p  s e n s e  o f
bitterness toward God,
largely stemming from
the  untimely  death  of
his mother. He studied
at  Oxford  University,
where  his  brilliance
q u i c k l y  b e c a m e
apparent. He served in
the  trenches  of  World
War  I—an  experience
that left him wounded
both  physically  and
e m o t i o n a l l y — a n d
returned  to  Oxford  to
pursue a distinguished
academic  career.  He
became  a  Fellow  and
Tutor  at  Magdalen
College, Oxford, where
he  taught  Engl i sh
Literature  for  nearly
three  decades.

The
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Conversio
n That
Changed
Everythin

g
Perhaps  the  most
significant  turning
point in the life of The
A u t h o r  o f  T h e
Chronicles of Narnia
w a s  h i s  g r a d u a l
c o n v e r s i o n  t o
Christianity.  Through
l o n g ,  l a t e - n i g h t
conversations  with
f r iends  l ike  J .R .R.
To lk ien  and  Hugo
Dyson, Lewis began to
find  the  intellectual
case  for  Christianity
c o m p e l l i n g .  H e
described  himself  as
"the most dejected and
reluctant convert in all
England." By 1931, he

had  accepted  the
Chr i s t ian  fa i th ,  a
decision  that  would
permeate every aspect
of his writing, including
the Narnia series.
Lewis's  conversion did
not  make  his  writing
didactic  or  preachy.
Instead,  it  gave  his
work a profound sense
of  moral  weight  and
spiritual  depth.  He
believed  that  myth
could  carry  truth  in  a
w a y  t h a t  d i r e c t
argument  could  not.
Narnia,  as  he  would
later  explain,  was  his
way of  presenting the
Christian  story  in  a
form  that  could  be
"baptized" by a child's
imagination.

THE INSPIRATION
FOR NARNIA
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A Single
Image
That
Grew Into

a World
L e w i s  h i m s e l f
described  the  genesis
of  the  Narnia  series
with  characteristic
clarity.  He  wrote  that
the  entire  world  of
Narnia  began  with  a
s ingle,  pers istent
image: "a faun carrying
a n  u m b r e l l a  a n d
parcels  in  a  snowy
wood." This image had
been in his mind since
he  was  sixteen  years
old, but it was not until
later  in  l ife  that  he
decided to build a story
around  it.  The  faun
became  Mr.  Tumnus,
and  the  snowy  wood

became  the  land  of
Narnia.
Many  readers  wonder
what  inspired  The
A u t h o r  o f  T h e
Chronicles of Narnia
to  write  the  series.
Lewis  often  said  that
the books began as a
way  to  entertain  the
many  child  refugees
w h o  h a d  b e e n
evacuated to his home
during World War II. He
n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e
children  had  little  to
read that truly sparked
their  imagination.  He
wanted to give them a
story that was not just
entertaining  but  also
meaningful—a  story
that  would  nourish
their  souls  without
them  even  realizing  it.

THE SEVEN BOOKS
OF THE
CHRONICLES OF
NARNIA

The  series  consists  of
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seven books, each one
a  complete  story  that
also  fits  into  a  larger,
overarching  narrative.
The  most  commonly
accepted reading order
f o r  t h e  s e r i e s  i s
chronological, following
the  history  of  Narnia
from its creation to its
end.

The Magician's
Nephew — The
origin story of
Narnia, where
Aslan sings the
world into
existence.
The Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe —
The most famous
entry, where the
Pevensie children
first discover
Narnia.
The Horse and
His Boy — A
story set during
the Golden Age
of Narnia,
featuring

Calormene
characters.
Prince Caspian
— The Pevensies
return to Narnia
to help Prince
Caspian reclaim
his throne.
The Voyage of
the Dawn
Treader —
Edmund, Lucy,
and their cousin
Eustace sail to
the edge of the
world.
The Silver
Chair — Eustace
and his friend Jill
search for the
lost Prince Rilian.
The Last Battle
— The final,
apocalyptic story
in which Narnia
ends and the
true Narnia
begins.

E a c h  b o o k  i s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
storytelling,  filled  with
vivid characters, moral
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d i l e m m a s ,  a n d
m o m e n t s  o f
breathtaking  beauty.
The  Author  of  The
Chronicles of Narnia
w o v e  t o g e t h e r
elements from classical
mythology,  medieval
romance, and Christian
theology  to  create
something entirely new
and unique.

THEMES AND
SYMBOLISM IN THE
NARNIA SERIES

Aslan as
the
Central
Figure
At  the  heart  of  the
Narnia series is Aslan,
the  great  lion  who  is
the true king of Narnia.
Lewis once wrote that
Aslan  is  "an  invention

giving  an  imaginary
answer to the question,
'What  might  Christ
become  like  if  there
were  a  wo r l d  l i ke
Narnia?'"  Aslan  is  not
merely a symbol; he is
a character in his own
right—wise,  terrifying,
k i nd ,  and  u t te r l y
unpredictable.  His
p r e s e n c e  i s  f e l t
throughout  the  series,
and  h i s  gu idance
shapes the destinies of
every character.

Good and
Evil,
Temptati
on and
Redempti
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The  Narnia  books  are
fundamentally  about
the  struggle  between
good  and  evi l .  But
Lewis was too skilled a
writer  to  make  this
s t r u g g l e  s i m p l e .
C h a r a c t e r s  l i k e
Edmund  and  Eustace
undergo  genuine  arcs
of  repentance  and
redemption. The White
W i t c h  a n d  t h e
Calormene  god  Tash
represent  different
forms of evil—one cold
and  calculating,  the
other  hot  and  cruel.
Lewis presents evil  as
real  and  dangerous,
but ultimately defeated
by the greater power of
goodness and sacrifice.

Sacrifice

and
Resurrect
ion
The  most  powerful
theme in the series is
the  idea  of  sacrifice
leading to resurrection.
In The Lion, the Witch
and  the  Wardrobe ,
Aslan willingly gives his
life  to  save  Edmund,
only to rise again in a
scene that echoes the
Gospel  accounts  of
Easter. This is not mere
allegory; Lewis called it
"supposal"—a  way  of
asking,  "What  if  the
same events happened
in  a  different  world?"
The  result  is  a  story
that  resonates  with
emotional and spiritual
truth.

LEWIS'S WRITING



The Author Of The Chronicles Of Narnia 9

9

STYLE AND CRAFT

The  Author  of  The
Chronicles of Narnia
was a master of prose.
His writing style in the
Narnia  books  is  clear,
direct,  and  almost
conversational.  He
does not talk down to
his  readers,  nor  does
he  use  unnecessarily
complex language.  He
trusts  his  audience  to
understand  big  ideas
w h e n  t h e y  a r e
presented  through
story.  His  descriptions
a r e  v i v i d  b u t
economical: a few well-
chosen details bring a
scene  to  life  without
overwhelming  the
reader.
L e w i s  a l s o  h a d  a
remarkable  ability  to
b lend  humor  w i th
seriousness. The books
are  filled  with  gentle
wit—Mr.  Beaver's  dry
c o m m e n t s ,  t h e
pompousness  of  the

Calormene  nobleman,
the  comic  rel ief  of
Puddleglum the Marsh-
wiggle. Yet these same
books contain some of
the  most  profound
moments  in  a l l  o f
children's  literature,
such  as  the  death  of
As l an ,  t he  end  o f
Narnia,  and  the  final
scene  o f  The  Las t
Battle .

CONTROVERSIES
AND CRITICISM

No  discussion  of  The
A u t h o r  o f  T h e
Chronicles of Narnia
would  be  complete
without acknowledging
the criticisms that have
been  leveled  against
t h e  s e r i e s .  S o m e
modern  readers  have
pointed  to  perceived
racial  stereotypes  in
the  depiction  of  the
C a l o r m e n e s ,  a
southern  people  who
worship the god Tash.
O t h e r s  h a v e
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questioned the gender
roles  in  the  books,
not ing  that  Susan
Pevensie  is  excluded
from the  final  paradise
of Narnia because she
has grown interested in
"nylons and lipsticks."
L e w i s  s c h o l a r s
continue  to  debate
these  issues.  Some
a r g u e  t h a t  t h e
c r i t i c i s m s  a r e
anachronist ic—that
Lewis was a product of
his  time  and  that  his
w o r k  s h o u l d  b e
understood  in  that
context. Others believe
that the books contain
genuine  flaws  that
n e e d  t o  b e
acknowledged. What is
clear  is  that  Narnia
rema ins  a  deep ly
beloved series, and the
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  i t
i n s p i r e s  a r e  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  i t s
enduring  power.

THE LEGACY OF
C.S. LEWIS

Beyond
Narnia: A
Wide-
Ranging
Mind
While Narnia is Lewis's
most  famous creation,
it  represents  only  a
fraction  of  his  total
ou tpu t .  He  w ro te
br i l l i an t  works  o f
literary  criticism,  such
as The Allegory of Love
a n d  A  P r e f a c e  t o
Paradise Lost. He wrote
science  fiction  in  his
"Space Trilogy" (Out of
the  S i lent  P lanet ,
Perelandra,  and  That
Hideous Strength). And
he wrote some of  the
most  influential
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Christian apologetics of
the  20th  century ,
i n c l u d i n g  M e r e
Christianity  and  The
Problem  of  Pain.
His  work  continues  to
be  read  and  studied
around  the  world.  His
lectures on Christianity
have been turned into
books  that  remain
perennial  bestsellers.
His  friendship  with
J.R.R. Tolkien produced
some  o f  t he  mos t
creative  literature  of
the 20th century.  And
his  influence  can  be
seen  in  the  work  of
count less  modern
wr i te rs ,  f rom  J .K .
Row l i ng  to  Ph i l i p
Pullman  (the  latter
being a vocal  critic  of
Lewis,  which  itself
shows  how  significant
Lewis  remains).

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING MAGIC
OF NARNIA

The  Author  of  The
Chronicles of Narnia,
C.S. Lewis, was a man
o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y
imagination,  intellect,
and faith. He created a
world that has become
a  permanent  part  of
our cultural landscape.
T h e  i m a g e  o f  a
lamppost  in  a  snowy
wood,  the  sound  of
Aslan's roar,  the taste
o f  T u r k i s h
delight—these are now
part  of  the  shared
vocabulary of stories.
Lewis  did  not  write
Narnia  to  preach  a
sermon  or  to  win  an
argument. He wrote it
because  he  believed
that  stories  are  the
best  way  to  tell  the
truth.  He  wanted  to
give  children  a  world
where  they  cou ld
encounter  courage,
mercy,  sacrifice,  and
j o y .  I n  t h a t ,  h e
succeeded  beyond  all
measure.  More  than
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seventy years after the
first  book  was
published,  readers
continue  to  enter  the
wardrobe and discover
a  world  that  changes

them  forever.  That  is
the measure of a true
classic,  and  of  the
remarkable  man  who
wrote it.


