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THE ENDURING
LEGACY: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
CAREER STATS
FOR DEREK JETER

When  you  talk  about
the New York Yankees
a n d  t h e  s p o r t  o f
baseball in the modern
era,  one name stands
a b o v e  a l m o s t  a l l
others: Derek Jeter. For
twenty  seasons,  from
1995  to  2014,  Jeter
was  the  face  of  the
franchise, the Captain,
and  the  epitome  of
clutch  performance.
While  his  leadership
and  intangibles  are
legendary, they are all

backed by a staggering
collection  of  numbers.
A  t h o r o u g h
examination  of  the
career  stats  for
Derek  Jeter  reveals
not just a Hall of Fame
player, but one of the
mos t  cons i s ten t ,
durable, and impactful
shortstops to ever play
the game.  This  article
will  break  down  his
statistical  journey,
from his rookie year to
his  final  farewell  at
Yankee  S tad ium,
p r o v i d i n g  a
comprehensive look at
the  numbers  tha t
define  a  legend.
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The
Foundatio
n: A
Career

Overview
Derek Sanderson Jeter
was  drafted  by  the
Yankees  in  1992  and
made his Major League
debut  in  1995.  He
became  the  full-time
shortstop  in  1996,
winning  the  American
League  Rookie  of  the
Year award. From that
moment,  he  never
looked  back.  Over  20
seasons,  he  played  in
2 , 7 4 7  g a m e s ,
accumulating  11,195
plate appearances.  He
posted a career batting
average  of  .310,  with
3,465  hits,  260  home
runs,  and  1,311  runs

batted  in.  These  are
the headline numbers,
but  the  full  story  of
J e t e r ' s  c a r e e r
statistics  is  far  more
n u a n c e d  a n d
impressive.

Batting
Average
and On-
Base
Skills:
The
Consisten
t Hitter
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
remarkable  aspects  of
Derek Jeter's career
stats  is  his  relentless
consistency  at  the
plate.  A  .310  career
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average  places  him
among the elite hitters
in  baseball  history,
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  a
shortstop. He never hit
below  .270  in  a  full
season after his rookie
year, and he recorded
eight  seasons  of  .300
or  higher.  His  best
single-season  average
came in 1999 when he
hit  .349,  finishing
second  in  the  MVP
voting. Jeter was not a
power  hitter  in  the
traditional  sense,  but
he  excelled  at  hitting
for average and getting
on base. His career on-
base percentage (OBP)
of  .377  reflects  his
e x c e l l e n t  p l a t e
discipline and ability to
work  counts,  even
t h o u g h  h e  r a r e l y
walked.  He struck out
only  1,840  times  in
1 1 , 1 9 5  p l a t e
appearances, a rate of
j u s t  1 6 . 4 %  —  a
testament to his hand-

eye  coordination  and
contact  ability.

Power
Numbers:
The
Shortstop
with a
Gap-to-
Gap
Approach
While  Jeter  was not  a
home run masher,  his
power numbers are still
i m p r e s s i v e  f o r  a
shortstop.  He  hit  260
career home runs, with
a single-season high of
2 4  i n  1 9 9 9 .  M o r e
importantly,  he  was a
consistent  double
machine. His 3,465 hits
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include  544  doubles
and  66  tr iples.  His
c a r e e r  s l u g g i n g
percentage  (SLG)  is
.440, and his OPS (On-
base Plus  Slugging)  is
.817.  These  numbers
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
outstanding  when  you
consider  his  position.
F o r  c o n t e x t ,  t h e
average  shortstop
during  Jeter's  era  had
significantly  lower
numbers,  making  his
offensive  production
elite  for  the  position.
His  isolated  power
(ISO) of .130 shows he
was a gap-to-gap hitter
who  could  drive  the
ball  into  the  alleys,
turning  singles  into
extra-base  hits.

The
3,000 Hit

Milestone
and All-
Time
Rankings
Jeter's pursuit of 3,000
hits  was  one  of  the
most  an t i c ipa ted
moments  in  baseball
history. He reached the
milestone  on  July  9,
2011, with a home run
against the Tampa Bay
Rays.  At  the time,  he
was the 28th player in
MLB  history  to  reach
3,000 hits and the first
to  do it  as  a  Yankee.
His  final  hit  total  of
3,465  ranks  sixth  on
the all-time list, behind
only  Pete  Rose,  Ty
Cobb,  Hank  Aaron,
Stan  Musial,  and  Tris
S p e a k e r .  A m o n g
shortstops,  he  is  the
all-time hits  leader by
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a wide margin. This is
arguably  the  most
cherished  number  in
career  stats  for
Derek Jeter because it
e p i t o m i z e s  h i s
d u r a b i l i t y  a n d
longevity. He averaged
173  hits  per  season
o v e r  h i s  2 0 - y e a r
career,  a  remarkable
feat.

Postseaso
n
Dominan
ce: The
Clutch
Performer
No  analysis  of  Derek
J e t e r ' s  c a r e e r
statistics  is  complete
without a deep look at
h i s  p o s t s e a s o n

numbers .  J e te r  i s
widely regarded as one
of  the  greatest  playoff
performers  in  history.
In  158  postseason
games  (the  most  all-
time), he hit .308 with
20 home runs and 61
RBIs .  H is  on-base
percentage  rose  to
.377  and  his  OPS  to
.838. He was a master
of  the  big  moment,
famously  earning  the
n i c k n a m e  " M r .
November"  for  h is
walk-off  home  run  in
the 2001 World Series.
His .321 average in the
World  Series  and  his
four World Series rings
(1996,  1998,  1999,
2000) are a huge part
of his legacy. In many
ways,  his  postseason
numbers  are  more
impressive  than  his
regular  season  ones
because  they  came
under  the  brightest
lights against the best
pitchers.
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Defensive
Metrics:
The Gold
Glove
Shortstop
Defensively,  Jeter's
career  stats  are  a
subject of much debate
a m o n g
sabermetricians.  He
won  five  Gold  Glove
Awards  (2004,  2005,
2006, 2009, 2010), but
m a n y  m o d e r n
advanced  metr ics
suggest he was merely
average  or  slightly
below average in terms
of range. However, his
fielding  percentage
was  consistently  high
—  a  c a r e e r  . 9 7 6
fielding  percentage  —
and  he  rarely  made
errors on routine plays.

He made 2,290 assists
and turned 365 double
plays. While his range
was  limited  by  some
m e a s u r e s ,  h i s
reliability and ability to
make the game-ending
play,  like  his  famous
flip  to  home  plate  in
the 2001 ALDS,  made
him  an  invaluable
defender. His defensive
W i n s  A b o v e
Replacement  (dWAR)
of 4.8 is solid,  though
not elite.

Advanced
Metrics:
WAR and
JAWS
For  a  more  complete
p i c tu re  o f  Derek
Jeter's  career  stats,
we  turn  to  advanced
metrics.  Wins  Above
Replacement  (WAR)
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attempts to measure a
p l a y e r ' s  t o t a l
contributions.  Jeter's
career WAR, according
to  Baseball-Reference,
is 71.3. This ranks him
among  the  top  100
players in MLB history
and as one of the top
10  shortstops  ever.
Using  the  JAWS  (Jaffe
WAR  Score)  system,
wh ich  averages  a
player's  career  WAR
with their peak seven-
year WAR, Jeter scores
57.5 ,  p lac ing  h im
above the Hall of Fame
average for shortstops.
His  peak  years  from
1998 to 2006 saw him
average  over  5  WAR
per  season.  He  also
had 2,508 runs created
( R C )  a n d  a  r u n s
created  per  27  outs
( R C / 2 7 )  o f  6 . 1 6 ,
indicating  he  was  a
highly  product ive
offensive  player  per
game.

Longevity
and
Durability
: The
Ironman
of the
Yankees
A  key  component  of
Jeter's  statistical
legacy is his incredible
durability. He played in
at least 145 games in
15 of  his  20 seasons.
He  missed  significant
time  only  in  his  final
two  seasons  due  to
injuries.  He  holds  the
Yankees  franchise
record  for  both  hits
(3,465)  and  games
played  (2,747).  His
streak of playing in 157
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or  more  games  from
2 0 0 3  t o  2 0 0 8  i s
r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  a
s h o r t s t o p .  T h i s
longevity  allowed  him
to accumulate counting
stats that few in history
have matched. He also
ranks high on the all-
time  list  for  at-bats
(11,195)  and  plate
appearances,  showing
he  was  always  in  the
lineup.

Comparis
on to
Peers and
Hall of
Fame
Shortstop

s
How do Derek Jeter's
career stats compare
to other all-time great
shortstops?  He  leads
all  shortstops  in  hits,
runs  (1 ,923) ,  and
games  played.  He  is
second  in  doubles
( 5 4 4 )  a m o n g
shortstops  to  only
Honus  Wagner .  In
terms of WAR, he trails
players  like  Wagner,
Cal  Ripken  Jr . ,  and
Ozzie  Smith,  but  his
offensive  numbers  are
super ior  to  many.
C o m p a r e d  t o  h i s
contemporaries,  such
as Alex Rodriguez (who
also  played  shortstop
for part of his career),
Jeter's  average  and
p o s t s e a s o n
p e r f o r m a n c e  a r e
h i g h e r ,  t h o u g h
Rodriguez  had  more
power.  When  elected
to the Hall of Fame in
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2020,  Jeter  received
396  out  of  397  votes
(99.7%),  the  second-
highest  percentage
ever, reflecting how his
pee r s  and  vo te r s
viewed  his  career's
totality.

Breakdow
n by
Season:
The
Captain's
Statistical
Journey

Rookie Season
(1996): .314
average, 10 HR,
78 RBI, 104 runs.
Won Rookie of
the Year.
Peak Years

(1998-2001):
Averaged .337,
19 HR, 90 RBI,
120 runs per
season. Won four
World Series.
2006 Season:
.343 average, 14
HR, 97 RBI, 118
runs. Career-high
214 hits and 34
doubles.
2009 Season:
.334 average, 18
HR, 66 RBI. Won
his fifth World
Series ring.
3,000th Hit
Season (2011):
.297 average, 6
HR, 61 RBI. Hit
.327 in the
second half.
Final Season
(2014): .256
average, 4 HR,
47 RBI. Famous
walk-off hit in his
final home game.

Each  season  tells  a
story  of  consistency,
b u t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o



10

10 Career Stats For Derek Jeter 2025-08-21

perform  during  the
championship  runs  is
w h a t  m a k e s  t h e
career  stats  for
Derek  Jeter  t ru ly
legendary.

The
Statistical
Legacy:
More
Than Just
Numbers
Finally,  it's  important
to  understand  that
J e t e r ' s  c a r e e r
statistics are not just
a  collection  of  digits;
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  a
standard of excellence.
He ranks in the top 10
all-time  in  hits,  runs,
and games.  He is  the
only  player  in  history

with 3,000 hits,  1,000
RBIs,  and 1,000 walks
w h i l e  p l a y i n g
shortstop.  His  358
career stolen bases (at
an  80% success  rate)
show  he  was  also  a
smart base runner. He
led  the  Amer i can
League in runs scored
once  (1998)  and  hits
twice  (1999,  2006).
These  achievements
put  him  in  an  el i te
class.  His  ability  to
combine high average,
high  on-base,  and
durability at a premium
defensive  position  is
extremely  rare.

CONCLUSION: THE
CAPTAIN'S
STATISTICAL
FINALE

In the end, the career
stats for Derek Jeter
paint  a  portrait  of  a
p l a y e r  w h o  w a s
consistently  great  for
two  decades.  He  was
n o t  t h e  f a s t e s t ,
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strongest,  or  most
powerful,  but  he  was
the  most  dependable.
H is  .310  average,
3,465 hits, 1,311 RBIs,
1,923  runs,  and  five
Gold Gloves are all Hall
of Fame calibre. When
you add his legendary
postseason  numbers
and  his  captaincy  of
t h e  m o s t  s t o r i e d
franchise in sports, his
stat is t ica l  legacy
b e c o m e s  n e a r l y
untouchable.  While
basebal l  fans  may
debate  advanced

metrics,  the  bottom
line for  Derek Jeter  is
clear:  he  produced
when it mattered most,
a n d  h i s  n u m b e r s
reflect  a  career  that
will be remembered for
genera t ions .  The
s t a t i s t i c s  a r e
impressive,  but  the
story they tell  is even
more  remarkable.
Derek  Jeter  was,  and
r e m a i n s ,  t h e
quintessential  Yankee,
and his career stats are
a perfect monument to
his greatness.


