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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE INVINCIBLE COMPENDIUM
2 IS A MUST-HAVE FOR COMIC FANS

For  anyone  who  has  fo l lowed  the  journey  o f  Mark
Grayson—better  known  as  Invincible—the  story’s  escalating
stakes  and  emotional  depth  have  made  it  one  of  the  most
celebrated  superhero  comics  of  the  2000s.  Robert  Kirkman’s
long-running  series,  which  concluded  in  2018,  is  now  widely
available  in  several  collected  formats.  Among  them,  the
Invincible Compendium 2 stands out as an essential volume
that covers a pivotal  middle stretch of  the saga. If  you have
already  bought  the  first  compendium  (collecting  issues  #0–47)
and are hungry for  more,  this  second oversized paperback is
exactly what you need. But even if you are brand new to the
series, understanding what this compendium contains will help
you plan your reading journey.
This  article  provides a complete,  spoiler-light  overview of  the
Invincible Compendium 2,  including which issues it collects,
the major story arcs inside, the artistic evolution of the book, and
why it is considered a fan-favorite format. Whether you are a

seasoned  collector  or  a  Netflix  convert  looking  to  dive  into  the
original comic, you will find everything you need to know here.

WHAT IS THE INVINCIBLE COMPENDIUM 2?

The Invincible Compendium 2 is the second of three massive
paperback  collections  that  reprint  the  entire  144-issue  main
series,  plus  various  spin-off  material.  Specifically,  this
compendium  gathers  Invincible  #48–#96  along  with  the
Invincible Returns one-shot and selected short stories from the
Invincible Universe series. That is nearly 50 issues of non-stop
action, character development, and shocking twists.
Printed on softcover, newsprint-quality paper (similar to standard
manga  volumes),  the  compendium  is  designed  to  be  an
affordable,  binge-friendly  alternative  to  the  smaller  trade
paperbacks or expensive hardcovers. At over 1,000 pages, it is a
hefty tome that offers tremendous value. While it lacks the glossy
paper and sketchbook extras of the Invincible: Ultimate Collection
hardcovers,  the  compendium’s  sheer  volume of  story  for  the
price makes it the go-to choice for many readers.
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Issues Included in Detail
Invincible #48–#60 – The immediate aftermath of the
first major war, new villains, and deepening family drama.
Invincible #61–#70 – The infamous “Invincible War” arc
and the introduction of the Angstrom Levy alternate-reality
storyline.
Invincible #71–#84 – The Viltrumite War, perhaps the
series’ most epic conflict, with universe-altering
consequences.
Invincible #85–#96 – The fall-out from the war, new
leadership on Viltrum, and the beginning of the endgame
for several characters.
Invincible Returns #1 – A special one-shot that bridges
narrative gaps.
Invincible Universe #1–#2 – Expands the world of
supporting heroes.

In short, this compendium covers the teenage-to-early-adulthood
phase of Mark Grayson’s life, where his responsibilities as a hero
clash  violently  with  his  personal  relationships  and  his  alien
heritage.

MAJOR STORY ARCS INSIDE INVINCIBLE COMPENDIUM
2

The Invincible Compendium 2 is packed with storylines that
have become legendary among comic readers.  Below are the
most significant arcs you will encounter.

The Invincible War
Perhaps the most talked-about event in the series, the Invincible
War  sees  the  villain  Angstrom Levy (previously  introduced in
compendium one) gather evil counterparts of Mark from alternate
dimensions.  These  twisted  versions  of  Invincible  launch  a
coordinated attack on Earth, causing massive casualties. Kirkman
uses this arc to explore the hero’s guilt and the idea that even a
well-intentioned  hero  can  have  a  dark  mirror.  The  action  is
relentless, and the body count is shocking—even for a mature-
rated comic.

The Viltrumite War
The Viltrumite War is the centerpiece of the compendium. Mark,
his father Nolan (Omni-Man), and a handful of allies launch an
assault on the Viltrumite homeworld. The stakes could not be
higher: the fate of Earth and countless other planets hangs in the
balance. This arc features some of Ryan Ottley’s most detailed
splash  pages,  with  battles  that  span  entire  planets.  It  also
provides crucial character development for Nolan, who transitions
from a villain to a complex anti-hero. The resolution of this war
reshapes the entire Invincible universe.

The Reboot? – The
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“ReBoot” Arc
Following the Viltrumite War, the series takes a surprising turn.
Without giving too much away, Mark faces a threat that literally
rewrites  reality—not  once,  but  twice.  The  “ReBoot”  storyline
(issues  #80–#84)  is  a  high-concept  science  fiction  twist  that
allows Kirkman to reset certain status quos while also paying off
long-running plot threads. It also introduces a new villain that
tests Mark’s morality in ways he has never been tested before.

Eve's Pregnancy and
Family Dynamics
Amid all  the cosmic battles,  Kirkman never loses sight of the
human (and alien) relationships. A major subplot involves Atom
Eve’s pregnancy and the birth of Mark and Eve’s daughter. This
arc examines how a superhero family copes with the dangers of
their  lifestyle.  It  also  leads  to  one  of  the  series’  most
heartbreaking moments—a scene that will leave you staring at
the page in silence. The Invincible Compendium 2 balances
soap-opera drama with world-shattering action, and this family
thread is the emotional anchor of the entire collection.

ART AND WRITING: THE KIRKMAN-OTTLEY DREAM
TEAM

By the time you reach the material in Invincible Compendium

2, the art has fully settled into the iconic style of Ryan Ottley.
While Cory Walker drew the early issues, Ottley took over from
issue #8 onward and defined the visual identity of the series. In
this  compendium,  his  linework  is  confident,  his  action
choreography is breathtaking, and his facial expressions convey
every ounce of Kirkman’s dialogue.
Kirkman’s writing, meanwhile, reaches its peak. He masterfully
juggles  multiple  plot  threads—the  Viltrumite  politics,  Mark’s
personal life, the fate of the Guardians of the Globe, and the
looming threat of new villains.  The pacing is tight,  and every
issue  ends  with  a  cliffhanger  that  makes  it  nearly  impossible  to
put the book down. If you enjoyed the first compendium, you will
find that Invincible Compendium 2 raises the bar in both scale
and emotional weight.

Color and Lettering
Credit  must  also  go  to  colorist  John  Rauch  (and  later,  Jean-
François Beaulieu) and letterer Russ Wooton. The colors in these
issues shift from bright, classic superhero hues to darker, more
subdued palettes during the war arcs. The lettering is clean, with
sound  effects  that  are  integrated  into  the  art  rather  than
obscuring  it.  Everything  works  together  to  create  a  cohesive
reading experience that feels cinematic.

INVINCIBLE COMPENDIUM 2 VS. OTHER FORMATS

When  deciding  how  to  collect  Invincible,  you  have  several
options.  Here  is  how  the  compendium  compares  to  the



4

4 Invincible Compendium 2 2026-03-29

alternatives.

Compendiums (Softcover)
Pros: Largest amount of content per dollar; easy to hold
despite size; uniform spine for bookshelf.
Cons: Newsprint-style paper; no oversized art; no extras or
variant covers.

Trade Paperbacks (Volumes
1–25)

Pros: Portable; each covers a small story arc; higher paper
quality.
Cons: Expensive if buying all 25 volumes; much harder to
find some volumes in print.

Ultimate Collection
(Hardcovers, Volumes
1–12)

Pros: Oversized art (makes Ottley’s work shine); bonus
content; durable.

Cons: Very expensive; out of print for some volumes;
heavy and bulky.

Library Editions (Hardcover
Omnibus)
There is also a hardcover library edition that collects the same
material  as  the  compendium  but  with  better  paper  and  a
slipcase.  However,  the  price  is  significantly  higher.  For  most
readers, the Invincible Compendium 2 offers the best bang for
your buck. If you are a budget-conscious fan who wants to read
the entire story without hunting down out-of-print volumes, go
with the compendiums.

WHY THIS COMPENDIUM IS ESSENTIAL FOR NEW AND
RETURNING READERS

If you have only seen the animated series on Amazon Prime, the
Invincible Compendium 2 will contain material that the show
has  not  yet  adapted  (as  of  2025).  The  first  season  covered
roughly  issues  #1–#13,  with  some deviations.  Season  two is
expected to go up to around issue #30, so the compendium still
contains dozens of issues that are entirely new to show-only fans.
Reading the comics will give you a richer understanding of the
characters’ motivations and the wider universe.
For  returning  readers  who  read  the  series  as  floppies,  this
compendium is a great way to revisit  the middle act without
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digging  through  longboxes.  The  continuous  flow  of  the
story—reading 20 issues in a sitting—reveals connections that
might be missed when reading month to month.

KEY CHARACTERS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT

While  the  compendium  focuses  primarily  on  Mark  Grayson,
several other characters undergo major transformations.

Mark Grayson / Invincible
Mark begins this compendium as a young hero still learning the
ropes, but by the end of issue #96, he has become a leader, a
father, and a warrior who has killed to protect those he loves. His
moral code is tested again and again, and he emerges hardened
but not broken.

Omni-Man (Nolan Grayson)
Nolan’s redemption arc is one of the most compelling in comics.
After his betrayal in the first compendium, he spends this entire
volume trying to atone.  His  relationship with Mark goes from
estranged  to  fiercely  loyal.  The  Viltrumite  War  arc  gives  him

some  of  the  best  scenes  in  the  series.

Atom Eve (Samantha Eve
Wilkins)
Eve is not just a love interest; she is a powerhouse in her own
right. In this compendium, she deals with her own legacy, her
pregnancy,  and  a  devastating  loss  that  changes  her  powers
forever.  Her  character  arc  is  handled  with  sensitivity  and
strength.

Cecil Stedman
The enigmatic head of the Global Defense Agency returns with
even more morally ambiguous decisions. His rivalry with Mark
escalates, leading to one of the most intense confrontations in
the entire series. Cecil is a fantastic foil to Mark’s idealism.

Angstrom Levy
While introduced earlier, Levy becomes a primary antagonist


