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THE ULTIMATE
GUIDE TO THE
DUTIES OF A BEST
MAN

Being  asked  to  stand
as the best man is one
of the highest honours
a friend can bestow. It
is  a  role  steeped  in
tradition,  camaraderie,
and  responsibil ity.
While  many  people
immediately  think  of
the wedding speech or
the  stag  party,  the
duties  of  a  best  man
extend  far  beyond
these  two  well-known
even t s .  F rom  the
moment  you  accept
the  title  to  the  final
f a r e w e l l  a t  t h e
reception,  your role is
to support  the groom,

manage  logistics,  and
ensure  the  wedding
day  runs  as  smoothly
as  poss i b l e .  Th i s
comprehensive  guide
breaks down every key
responsibility,  helping
you  nav igate  th is
important  role  with
confidence,  class,  and
a  touch  of  humour.

Understa
nding the
Scope of
the Role
The  duties  of  a  best
man  can  be  broken
down  into  severa l
distinct  phases.  The
journey begins months
before  the  wedding
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and continues until the
v e r y  e n d  o f  t h e
reception. Your primary
goal  is  to  act  as  the
groom's right hand, his
confidant, and his chief
problem-solver.  This
means you need to be
organised,  proactive,
and  ready  to  handle
anything  that  comes
your  way.  From  co-
ordinating  with  the
groomsmen to calming
pre-wedding  nerves,
y o u r  s u p p o r t  i s
i n v a l u a b l e .  A
successful  best  man
ant ic ipates  needs
before  they  become
crises  and  remains  a
steady,  reassuring
presence  throughout
the  entire  process.

The Pre-
Wedding

Planning
Phase
L o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
c e r e m o n y ,  y o u r
support is crucial.  The
pre-wedding  period  is
o f t e n  t h e  m o s t
stressful for the couple,
and  your  help  here
s e t s  t h e  t o n e  f o r
everything that follows.

SUPPORTING THE
ENGAGEMENT AND
EARLY PLANNING

A s  s o o n  a s  t h e
e n g a g e m e n t  i s
announced,  your  role
begins.  Offer  genuine
congratulations and let
the  groom  know  you
are ready to help. This
m i g h t  i n v o l v e
attending venue visits,
helping  with  wedding
fair research, or simply
being a sounding board
for  ideas.  One  of  the
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most practical duties of
a best man during this
phase  is  to  help  the
groom stay organised.
C r e a t e  a  s h a r e d
checklist,  remind  him
of important deadlines,
and  offer  to  help  with
tasks  like  contacting
vendors or researching
band  options.  Your
proactive  support  can
significantly reduce the
groom's stress levels.

MASTERMINDING
THE BACHELOR
PARTY (STAG
PARTY)
This  is  arguably  the
most  talked-about
duty,  but  it  requires
careful  planning.  The
best  man  is  typically
the  chief  organiser  of
the bachelor party, but
this does not mean you
have to do everything
alone.  Delegate  tasks
to  other  groomsmen.
Key  considerations

include:

Consulting the
groom: Find out
what kind of
celebration he
wants. Not
everyone desires
a wild weekend
away. Respect
his preferences.
Setting a
budget: Be
transparent
about costs.
Collect deposits
and manage the
finances
carefully. Ensure
everyone pays
their fair share.
Choosing the
date: Co-
ordinate with the
wedding
timeline. Avoid
scheduling the
event too close
to the wedding
day.
Planning
activities:
Whether it is a
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weekend
getaway, a
paintball
tournament, a
brewery tour, or
a quiet dinner
with close
friends, plan
something the
groom will
genuinely enjoy.
Managing
logistics: Book
accommodation,
transport, and
any necessary
reservations.
Keeping it
safe: The goal is
a memorable
celebration, not a
disaster. Ensure
everyone gets
home safely.

R e m e m b e r ,  t h e
bachelor party is about
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e
groom's  upcoming
marr iage,  not  just
having a wild night. A
well-planned  event  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t

cherished  duties  of  a
best man.

ORGANISING THE
GROOMSMEN

You are  the  leader  of
the groomsmen party.
This  means  you  need
to communicate clearly
and  effectively.  Keep
everyone  informed
about:

Fitting
appointments for
suits or tuxedos.
Rehearsal and
rehearsal dinner
schedules.
Timings for the
wedding day.
Any specific
duties assigned
to individual
groomsmen.
Transportation
and
accommodation
arrangements.

Create  a  group  chat
early on to streamline
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communication. Ensure
all  groomsmen  have
the  correct  att i re,
understand  their  roles
in  the  ceremony,  and
know where they need
to  be  at  all  times.  A
well-coordinated  team
reflects  well  on  the
groom and contributes
to  a  smooth  wedding
day.

ASSISTING WITH
THE WEDDING
ATTIRE

One of the overlooked
duties of a best man is
helping the groom with
his  outfit.  This  might
involve  accompanying
him  to  suit  fittings,
offering  honest
opinions on tie colours
or pocket squares, and
e n s u r i n g  a l l
accessories are ready.
On  the  wedding  day
itself,  you should help
the groom get dressed,
button  his  cufflinks,

adjust his bow tie, and
make sure he looks his
absolute  best  before
he  walks  down  the
aisle.

The
Wedding
Day
Responsi
bilities
The  wedding  day  is
where your duties truly
come into  focus.  Your
mission  is  to  ensure
e v e r y t h i n g  g o e s
according  to  plan  so
the  groom  and  bride
can  enjoy  their  day
without  stress.

MORNING OF THE
WEDDING

The  day  begins  early.
Your  first  duty  is  to  be
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with the groom. Arrive
on  time,  preferably
e a r l y .  B r i n g  a n
e m e r g e n c y  k i t
containing useful items
like:

Extra cufflinks
and shirt studs.
A small sewing
kit.
Stain remover
wipes.
Breath mints and
deodorant.
Tissues or a
handkerchief.
Safety pins.
A portable phone
charger.
The wedding
rings (more on
this later).

Keep  the  groom calm
and  relaxed.  Offer  him
breakfast,  ensure  he
stays  hydrated,  and
help him with any last-
minute  preparations.
This is also the time to
review  the  schedule
and  confirm  timings

with  the  wedding  co-
ordinator  or  venue
staff.

MANAGING THE
RINGS

This  is  arguably  the
most critical duty. The
b e s t  m a n  i s
traditionally  the  ring
bearer  dur ing  the
ceremony.  You  must
keep the rings safe at
all  times.  A  common
mistake  is  putt ing
them in a jacket pocket
that might be removed
during  the  day.  Keep
them  in  a  secure ,
zipped inner pocket or
on  a  dedicated  ring
bearer  pillow.  Double-
check  you  have  both
rings before leaving for
the  ceremony.  Losing
t h e  r i n g s  i s  a
nightmare  scenario
t h a t  i s  e n t i r e l y
avoidable  with  a  little
diligence.
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COORDINATING
WITH THE WEDDING

PARTY

A s  t h e  c e r e m o n y
approaches,  you  are
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
e n s u r i n g  t h e
groomsmen  are  ready
a n d  i n  p o s i t i o n .
Communicate with the
wedding  co-ordinator
o r  bes t  woman  to
confirm  timings.  Make
sure  everyone  knows
t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e
processional. Keep the
groomsmen  together
for  photographs  and
ensure  they  are  not
wandering  off  or
getting  distracted.

THE CEREMONY

During  the  ceremony,
your  role  is  to  stand
with  the  groom  and
provide silent  support.
You  are  his  anchor.
Listen  carefully  for
your  cues.  When  the
officiant  asks  for  the

rings,  produce  them
s m o o t h l y  a n d
confidently.  Hold  the
bride's  bouquet  if  she
needs to pass it to you
during the exchange of
rings. Stand tall, smile,
and  be  present.  Your
demeanour  sets  the
tone for the rest of the
wedding party.

The
Reception
and
Beyond
Once the ceremony is
complete,  your  duties
shift to celebrating and
f a c i l i t a t i n g  a
memorable reception.

THE BEST MAN
SPEECH

This  is  the  moment
everyone  waits  for.  A
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great best man speech
is heartfelt, humorous,
and  appropriate.  It
s h o u l d  b e  w e l l -
p r e p a r e d  a n d
rehearsed.  Key  tips
include:

Introduce
yourself at the
beginning.
Share a short,
positive story
about the groom
that highlights
his character.
Welcome the
bride and
compliment her.
Mention how
happy she makes
the groom.
Keep it clean.
Avoid
embarrassing
stories that
might make the
couple
uncomfortable.
Raise a toast to
the happy couple
at the end.
Practice your

delivery.
Rehearse in front
of a mirror or a
trusted friend.
Keep it
concise. Two to
four minutes is
ideal.

Y o u r  s p e e c h  i s  a
h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e
e v e n i n g .  A  w e l l -
de l i vered  speech
c e m e n t s  y o u r
reputation as a capable
and  thoughtful  best
man.

MANAGING THE
GIFTS AND CARDS

Another important duty
is  handling  gifts  and
cards. Designate a safe
place  for  them during
the reception. After the
event ,  ensure  the
couple  receives  all
presents,  cards,  and
monetary  gifts.  This
m i g h t  i n v o l v e
collecting them at the
end  of  the  night  and
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delivering them to the
couple's room or a pre-
arranged location.

SUPPORTING THE
COUPLE
THROUGHOUT THE
EVENING

Your role does not end
after  your  speech.
Continue to be helpful.
Check  on  the  couple
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
evening.  Make  sure
t h e y  h a v e  h a d
something  to  eat  and
drink.  Help  with  any
last-minute  issues,
such as a spilled drink
o r  a  m i s s i n g
centerpiece.  Act  as  a
buffer  between  the
couple and any overly
demanding  guests.
Your  presence  allows
them  to  re lax  and
enjoy their celebration.

COORDINATING THE
GRAND EXIT

I f  t h e  c o u p l e  h a s

planned  a  grand  exit,
y o u  s h o u l d  h e l p
organise it. This might
involve  distributing
confetti or sparklers to
guests,  ensuring  the
getaway  car  is  ready,
and helping the couple
say  their  final
goodbyes.  Confirm
timings with the venue
and  the  photographer
so  t he  moment  i s
captured  perfectly.

The Role
in the
Days
After the
Wedding
The  duties  of  a  best
man  extend  slightly
beyond  the  wedding
day  itself.  Follow  up
with  the  couple  to
make  sure  they  got



10

10 Duties Of A Best Man 2025-06-01

away  safely  on  their
honeymoon.  Offer  to
return  any  borrowed
items.  Ass ist  wi th
returning rented attire
if  necessary.  A simple
m e s s a g e  o f
congratulations  and
well-wishes a few days
later  shows  you  care
about  their  happiness
beyond  the  event
itself.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
Even  the  most  well-
intentioned  best  men
can  make  mistakes.
B e i n g  a w a r e  o f
common  pitfalls  helps
you avoid them.

Waiting until
the last
minute. Plan
ahead for the
bachelor party,

speech, and
attire.
Drinking too
much. Stay
sober enough to
handle your
responsibilities.
The groom needs
you clear-
headed.
Forgetting the
rings. Double-
check constantly.
Giving a poor
speech. Prepare
properly and
avoid off-colour
jokes.
Ignoring the
groom's
preferences.
The day is about
him and his
partner, not you
and your ideas.
Not
communicating
with the
groomsmen.
Keep everyone
informed.
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Final
Thoughts
on the
Duties Of
A Best
Man
Being  chosen  as  the
best man is a profound
honour  that  comes
with a rewarding set of
responsibilities.  While
the  duties  of  a  best
m a n  m a y  s e e m
daunting  at  first,  they
are  all  rooted  in  one
s imp le  p r inc ip le :
supporting  your  friend
during one of the most
important  days  of  his
l i f e .  B y  s t a y i n g
organised,  proactive,
and  thoughtful,  you
c a n  e n s u r e  t h e
w e d d i n g  d a y  i s  a

success  and  that  the
groom feels supported
every step of the way.
From  planning  the
bache lor  par ty  to
holding  the  rings  and
d e l i v e r i n g  a
memorable  toast ,
e v e r y  t a s k  y o u
undertake  contributes
to a celebration of love
a n d  f r i e n d s h i p .
Embrace the role with
enthusiasm,  humility,
and a sense of humour,
and  you  will  not  only
fulfil  your  duties  but
also  create  lasting
memories  for  yourself
and the happy couple.

Conclusio
n
In summary, the duties
o f  a  b e s t  m a n
encompass  far  more
than just a single day.
They  begin  with  early
p lann ing ,  ex tend
through the ceremony
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and  reception,  and
continue  with  post-
wedding  support.  By
m a s t e r i n g  t h e
s c h e d u l e ,
c o m m u n i c a t i n g
effectively,  supporting
the groom emotionally,
and  executing  key
tasks  like  the  speech
and ring management,
y o u  b e c o m e  a n
indispensable  part  of
the wedding team. The
r o l e  d e m a n d s
organisation, empathy,
and  a  willingness  to

put the couple's needs
first.  When  you  fulfill
these duties  well,  you
do  more  than  jus t
stand  bes ide  your
friend at the altar. You
demonstrate  the  very
essence  of  friendship
itself,  ensuring  the
w e d d i n g  d a y  i s
remembered for its joy
and seamlessness, not
its  mishaps.  Embrace
the  journey,  cherish
the moments, and take
pride in being the best
man.


