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Red Riding Hood Paper
Bag Puppets
BRINGING A CLASSIC TALE TO
LIFE WITH RED RIDING HOOD
PAPER BAG PUPPETS

There is something truly magical about a
classic story. Passed down through
generations, the tale of Little Red Riding
Hood has captivated young minds with
its brave heroine, a cunning wolf, and a
lesson about listening to your elders.
While reading the story from a book is
wonderful, there is an even more

immersive way to experience this
timeless narrative: by creating Red
Riding Hood Paper Bag Puppets. This
simple yet profoundly engaging craft
activity combines the joy of making
something with your hands with the thrill
of dramatic play. It transforms passive
listening into active storytelling, allowing
children to step into the shoes of their
favorite characters. Whether you are a
parent looking for a rainy-day project, a
teacher seeking a literacy-rich activity,
or a caregiver hoping to spark creativity,
this guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about
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creating and using these charming
puppets.

Paper bag puppets are a staple of
childhood for a reason. They are
inexpensive, requiring only basic
supplies that you likely already have at
home. They offer a blank canvas for
imagination, allowing each child to
create a unigue version of Red Riding
Hood or the Big Bad Wolf. More
importantly, they serve as a powerful
tool for learning. When a child
manipulates a puppet and speaks for it,
they are practicing language skills,
exploring emotions, and building
narrative comprehension. The act of
creating the puppet itself also develops
fine motor skills through cutting, gluing,
and drawing. By focusing on the theme
of Red Riding Hood Paper Bag

Puppets, you are not just making a toy;
you are creating a gateway to a richer,
more interactive experience with
literature.

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF
PAPER BAG PUPPETS

Why do paper bag puppets remain so
popular in an age of high-tech toys and
digital entertainment? The answer lies in
their simplicity and the depth of
imaginative play they inspire. Unlike a
pre-made plastic toy, a paper bag
puppet is a co-creation. The child is
involved in every step of the process,
from deciding the color of Red Riding
Hood's cloak to choosing how fierce the
wolf's teeth should look. This sense of
ownership is incredibly powerful. The
puppet becomes an extension of the
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child themselves, a trusted friend
through which they can express ideas
and explore complex themes in a safe
and controlled way.

Why This Classic
Story Works So
Well for Puppetry

The narrative of Little Red Riding Hood is
a perfect fit for a puppet show. It has a
clear structure: a beginning (setting off
through the woods), a middle (the
encounter with the wolf), and an end
(the rescue). It also features a small cast
of distinct, memorable characters. Each
character has a clear personality and

motivation. Red Riding Hood is kind and
curious. The wolf is sly and dangerous.
Grandma is vulnerable. The woodsman is
brave. This clarity makes it easy for
children to understand the roles and
improvise their own dialogue. Making
Red Riding Hood Paper Bag Puppets
allows children to control these
characters, giving them the power to
retell the story exactly as they
remember it or to invent entirely new
adventures.

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS FOR YOUR
PUPPET CRAFT

Before you begin crafting your Red
Riding Hood Paper Bag Puppets, it is
helpful to gather all the necessary
materials. The beauty of this project is
that you can adapt it to whatever you



have on hand. Here is a basic list to get
you started:

e Paper Lunch Bags: The standard
brown paper lunch bag is the most
common choice, but white or
colored bags can also add a
unique touch. You will need one
bag per character.

Construction Paper: Red is
essential for the riding hood. You
will also want pink or beige for skin
tones, black or grey for the wolf,
and other colors for clothing and
details.

School Glue or Glue Sticks: A
good adhesive is crucial. A glue
stick is cleaner for small hands,
while liquid school glue provides a
stronger hold.

e Child-Safe Scissors: Sharp

enough to cut paper cleanly but
designed for safety.

e Markers, Crayons, or Colored

Pencils: For drawing facial
features, fur, and other details
directly onto the bag.

* Googly Eyes: These add an

instant sense of life and character
to any puppet. Different sizes can
create different expressions.

e Yarn or Craft Fur: To create hair

for Red Riding Hood, fur for the
wolf, or a beard for the woodsman.

e Optional Embellishments:

Fabric scraps, buttons, lace, glitter,
and feathers can add texture and
personality.
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STEP-BY-STEP (Gb4DIET OaMAKINGwork

RED RIDING HOOD PAPER BAG

PUPPETS

Now, let us dive into the creative
process. We will build each of the main
characters from the story. Remember,
the goal is not perfection but expression.
Encourage children to make their
puppets unique.

Creating Little
Red Riding Hood

Red Riding Hood is the star of the show,
and her puppet should be cheerful and
recognizable.

1. Prepare the Bag: Place the

surface with the bottom flap (the
part that creates the mouth) facing
up and folding down toward you.

. Create the Face: Cut an oval

shape from pink or beige
construction paper for the face.
Glue this to the upper half of the
bag, above the mouth flap.

3. Add the Eyes and Mouth: Glue

on googly eyes, or draw them with
a marker. Draw a small smile or a
rosy cheek on the lower flap (the
puppet's mouth). When you move
the flap, the character will appear
to talk.

. Make the Hair: Cut short lengths

of yellow or brown yarn. Glue
these around the top and sides of
the face to create hair. You can



braid t i f f . . .
pigtals, Bringing the Big
. The Iconic Hood: Cut a large .

triangle or hood shape from red Ba d WO |f to L|fe

construction paper. It should be

wide enough to drape over the top  The wolf is the antagonist, but he can be
of the head. Glue it in place, made to look funny or scary, depending
allowing it to frame the face. You on the child's preference.

can add a small ribbon tie under

the chin. 1. Base Color: You can use a brown
. Dress the Puppet: The body of paper bag as is, or color the entire

the bag becomes the dress. You bag grey or black with a marker or

can color it with markers or glue paint.

on a piece of fabric or paper to 2. Facial Structure: Cut a wide,

look like a cape or a dress. Add pointy snout from grey

small hands (cut from paper) to construction paper. Glue it to the

the sides of the bag if you like. upper half of the bag, so the point

extends upward. The lower jaw will
be the mouth flap.
3. Sharp Features: Draw or glue on
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a black nose at the tip of the
snout. Add two pointed ears on top
of the head.

. Dangerous Details: This is the
fun part. Cut small, white triangles
for teeth and glue them to the top
and bottom of the mouth area.
Glue on large, yellow or red googly
eyes to give the wolf a wild look.

. Fur and Texture: Glue on bits of
grey yarn, cotton balls, or grey
craft fur to the sides of the head
and the body to make the wolf
look shaggy. Draw on claws on the
sides of the bag.

Making Grandma
and the
Woodsman

To complete the cast, these two
characters are essential for a full story
retelling.

Grandma: This puppet is a great
opportunity for gentle character work.
Use a beige or pink bag. Give her white
yarn hair, a pair of wire-rimmed glasses
(made from pipe cleaners or drawn on),
and a frilly collar or apron. A small
bonnet made from a piece of fabric or
doily completes the look. Keep her
expression soft and kind.



The Woodsman: This character is often
the hero of the story. Use a standard
brown bag. Give him a stern but kind
face. A key feature is his axe. You can
draw an axe on cardboard or
construction paper and glue it to his
hand (attached to the side of the bag).
Add a flannel shirt pattern by drawing
red and black lines on the bag body.
Give him a dark beard made from
construction paper or yarn.

EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS AND
STORYTELLING IDEAS

Once your set of Red Riding Hood
Paper Bag Puppets is complete, the
real learning begins. Puppets are not just
toys; they are powerful educational tools
that support development across
multiple domains.

_.anguage and
_iteracy
Development

When children use puppets, they are
naturally motivated to speak. They
practice vocabulary, sentence structure,
and conversational turn-taking. Retelling
the story of Little Red Riding Hood from
memory exercises sequencing skills. A
child must remember what happens first,
next, and last. You can encourage this
by asking questions like, "What does Red
Riding Hood say to the wolf?" or "What
happens after the woodsman comes into
the house?" This active recall is far more
effective for comprehension than simply
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listening to the story.

Social-Emotional
Growth

Puppets provide a safe distance for
exploring big emotions. A shy child
might find it easier to speak through a
puppet. A child who feels angry can let
the wolf growl and stomp in a controlled,
playful way. Through the puppets,
children can act out scenarios involving
trust, danger, and rescue. They can
explore how Red Riding Hood feels when
she sees the wolf in her grandmother's
bed. This kind of dramatic play helps
children process complex social
dynamics and develop empathy.

Creative
Storytelling
Prompts

Do not limit yourselves to the traditional
story. Once children are comfortable
with the puppets, encourage them to
create new adventures. Here are a few
prompts:

e What if the wolf was friendly?
How would the story change?

e A modern retelling: What if Red
Riding Hood was delivering pizza
to Grandma's apartment instead of
a basket of goodies?

e A crossover: What happens when



the wolf meets another fairy tale
character, like a pig from the
Three Little Pigs?

e The wolf's perspective: Have

the children tell the story from the
wolf's point of view. Why did he do
what he did?

TIPS FOR SUCCESS AND LONG-
LASTING PUPPETS

To ensure that your Red Riding Hood
Paper Bag Puppets survive more than
one play session, a few simple steps can
make a big difference in their durability.

¢ Reinforce the Mouth: The mouth

flap is the most used part of the
puppet. Before adding any
decorations, reinforce the inside of
the flap with a strip of clear
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packing tape. This prevents it from
tearing after repeated opening and
closing.

Use Strong Adhesive: For larger
pieces like the hood or the wolf's
snout, liquid school glue is
stronger than a glue stick. Apply it
generously and allow it to dry
completely before playing.
Laminate Key Parts: If you have
access to a laminator, consider
laminating the face pieces (eyes,
nose, teeth) before gluing them
on. This makes them much more
resistant to spills and rough
handling.

Store Flat or in a Puppet
Stand: When not in use, store the
puppets flat in a box or standing
up in a puppet rack (a simple piece
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of cardboard with slots cut out
works perfectly). This prevents
them from getting crumpled.

* Make Spare Parts: It is

11

inevitable that a googly eye or a
tooth will fall off at some point.
Keep a small bag of extra supplies
handy for quick repairs.



