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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOUR
COLEMAN POWERMATE 6250
OWNERS MANUAL IS YOUR MOST
IMPORTANT TOOL

Owning  a  portable  generator  brings  a
sense  of  security  and  independence.
Whether  you  are  preparing  for  storm
season, working on a remote job site, or
camping  off  the  grid,  a  reliable  power

source  is  indispensable.  The  Coleman
Powermate  6250 is  a  robust  machine,
known  for  i ts  power  output  and
durability.  However,  like  any  piece  of
complex  machinery,  it  requires  proper
understanding,  operation,  and  care  to
perform  optimally  and  safely.  This  is
where the Coleman Powermate 6250
Owners Manual  becomes your  single
most valuable asset. Too often, owners
treat  the  manual  as  an  afterthought,
stuffing  it  into  a  drawer  or,  worse,

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Coleman Powermate 6250 Owners Manual 2026-07-29

discarding  it.  This  article  serves  as  a
comprehensive guide to everything you
need  to  know  about  your  generator,
emphasizing  the  critical  information
contained  within  that  official
documentation.  By  the  end,  you  will
understand why mastering your manual
is  the  first  step  to  mastering  your
generator.

WHAT INFORMATION DOES THE
COLEMAN POWERMATE 6250
OWNERS MANUAL CONTAIN?

The Coleman Powermate 6250 Owners
Manual  is  far  more  than  a  simple
instruction  booklet.  It  is  a  technical
reference,  a  safety  guide,  and  a
maintenance  log  all  rolled  into  one.
Understanding  its  structure  is  crucial.
Typically,  the  manual  is  divided  into

several  key  sections  that  cover  every
aspect of the generator's life cycle. Let
us break down the most important parts
you will find within its pages.

Understanding
Your Generator's
Specifications
Before you even pull  the starter  cord,
the  manual  provides  a  detai led
specification  sheet.  This  includes  the
maximum surge wattage (which is often
higher  than  the  running  wattage),  the
rated running wattage,  voltage output,
and  amperage.  For  the  Coleman
Powermate 6250, you will typically find a
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running wattage of  around 6250 watts
and  a  surge  wattage  considerably
higher, allowing you to start motors on
appliances like refrigerators and pumps.
The manual also details the engine type,
fuel capacity, oil type and capacity, and
noise  level.  This  data  is  essential  for
determining  what  appliances  you  can
safely run simultaneously.

Setup and
Unpacking
Instructions
A new generator requires careful setup.
The Coleman Powermate 6250 Owners
Manua l  p rov ides  s tep -by -s tep

instructions for unpacking, checking for
shipping  damage,  and  assembling  any
parts that may have been removed for
transport.  This  includes  installing  the
wheels and handle,  adding the correct
type and amount of engine oil, and filling
the fuel tank. Skipping this section can
lead  to  starting  problems  or,  more
critically, engine damage due to running
it without oil.

Controls and
Features
Overview
Every generator has a unique layout of
controls  and  outlets.  The  manual



4

4 Coleman Powermate 6250 Owners Manual 2026-07-29

provides  a  labelled  diagram  of  the
control  panel,  identifying  the  circuit
breakers,  AC  outlets,  DC  outlet  (if
equipped), voltage selector switch, and
the engine controls  (choke,  fuel  valve,
on/off  switch,  and  recoil  starter).
Understanding  the  function  of  each
component, as explained in the Coleman
Powermate 6250 Owners Manual, is vital
for safe and efficient operation.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS
EMPHASIZED IN THE MANUAL

Safety  is  the  single  most  important
reason to read and keep your manual.
Generators  are  powerful  tools  that
present  serious  hazards,  including
carbon  monoxide  poisoning,  electrical
shock,  fire,  and  burns.  The  Coleman
Powermate  6250  Owners  Manual

dedicates  significant  space  to  these
risks, and ignoring them can be deadly.

Electrical Safety
The manual  will  clearly  state  that  the
generator  produces  enough  power  to
cause  serious  injury  or  death.  It
emphasizes using heavy-duty,  outdoor-
rated extension cords that are properly
grounded. A critical rule is never to plug
the generator directly into a wall outlet
(a  practice  known  as  backfeeding)
unless  a  qualified  electrician  has
installed  a  proper  transfer  switch.  The
manual also explains how to operate the
generator  in  dry  conditions  to  avoid
electric shock.
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Operational
Safety
Perhaps the most urgent warning in any
Coleman  Powermate  6250  Owners
Manual  concerns  exhaust  fumes.  The
engine  produces  carbon  monoxide,  an
odorless, colorless, and deadly gas. The
manual  will  explicitly  state  that  the
generator must only be used outdoors in
a  well-ventilated  area,  far  away  from
windows,  doors,  and vents.  It  will  also
warn against operating the generator in
rain or snow and to keep it  on a dry,
level surface to prevent fuel spills or tip-
overs.

Maintenance
Safety
The  manual  also  provides  safety
guidelines  for  maintenance.  This
includes  instructions  to  turn  off  the
generator  and  let  it  cool  completely
before  performing  any  service,  to
disconnect  the  spark  plug  wire  to
prevent accidental starting, and to avoid
contact with hot engine parts. It will also
emphasize the dangers of fuel, which is
highly  flammable,  and  the  proper
handling  and  storage  of  gasoline.

OPERATING YOUR GENERATOR
USING THE MANUAL'S GUIDANCE

Starting  a  generator  might  seem
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straightforward,  but  the  Coleman
Powermate  6250  Owners  Manual
provides  a  specific  sequence  that
ensures  a  smooth  start  and  prolongs
engine  life.  Following  these  steps  is
essential.

Before Starting
the Engine
Your  manual  will  outline  a  pre-start
checklist.  This  includes  checking  the
engine oil level, ensuring the fuel tank is
full, and moving the generator outdoors.
It will also instruct you to disconnect all
electrical  loads.  Starting  a  generator
under load can cause severe damage to
the  alternator  and  the  connected
appliances. The manual will  tell  you to

start the engine, let it warm up, and only
then connect your devices.

Starting and
Stopping
Procedures
The  manual  prov ides  the  exact
technique  for  the  recoil  starter  or  the
electric  start  (if  your  model  has  one).
This involves turning the fuel valve on,
setting  the  choke,  turning  the  ignition
on,  and  pul l ing  the  starter  cord
smoothly. It also covers how to gradually
turn  the  choke  off  as  the  engine  warms
up.  The  stopping  procedure  is  equally
important:  turn  off  all  connected  loads,
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let the engine run for a minute to cool
down, then turn the ignition off and close
the fuel valve. This prevents fuel from
leaking into the carburetor and causing
problems.

Connecting
Appliances
Understanding  wattage  is  key.  The
manual  wi l l  guide  you  on  how  to
calculate the total load. You must never
exceed  the  rated  wattage  of  the
generator, and you must account for the
start ing  surge  of  motor -dr iven
appliances.  The  Coleman  Powermate
6250  Owners  Manual  may  include  a
wattage  reference  chart  to  help  you
estimate  the  requirements  of  common

household items. It will also advise you
to  prioritize  sensitive  electronics  by
using  a  surge  protector.

MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES AND
PROCEDURES

Regular maintenance is what separates
a generator that lasts for a decade from
one  that  fails  after  a  few  uses.  The
Coleman  Powermate  6250  Owners
Manual provides a detailed maintenance
schedule based on operating hours.

Regular
Maintenance
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Tasks
Key tasks outlined in the manual include:

Oil Changes: The manual
specifies the correct oil viscosity
(typically SAE 30 or 10W-30) and
the frequency of changes, usually
after the first 5 hours and then
every 50 hours of operation.
Air Filter Service: Cleaning or
replacing the air filter every 50
hours is crucial for engine
performance and efficiency. The
manual shows you how to access
and clean it.
Spark Plug Check: The manual
provides the correct gap for the
spark plug and recommends
checking and replacing it annually

or every 100 hours.
Fuel System Care: This is a
major source of problems. The
manual will stress the importance
of using fresh fuel and adding a
fuel stabilizer if the generator will
not be used for a month.

Preparing for
Storage
If you are storing your generator for the
off-season, the manual provides a critical
procedure.  This  typically  includes
draining  the  fuel  tank  or  running  the
carburetor  dry  to  prevent  gumming,
changing  the  engine  oil  to  remove
contaminants,  and  covering  the
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generator  to  keep  it  clean  and  dry.
Following  the  Coleman  Powermate
6250  Owners  Manual  s torage
instructions  will  save  you  from  major
headaches when you need the generator
next.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

When  something  goes  wrong,  the
troubleshooting section of your manual
is the first place to look. It is designed to
guide you from the most common and
simple problems to more complex ones.
For  example,  if  the  generator  will  not
start, the manual will guide you to check
the obvious: is there fuel? Is the oil level
cor rect?  I s  the  spark  p lug  wi re
connected? Is the choke in the correct
position? This systematic approach can

save you an unnecessary trip to a repair
shop.  The  manual  is  your  first  line  of
defense against minor issues that can be
easily resolved at home.

WHY YOU SHOULD KEEP THE
MANUAL ACCESSIBLE

In  the  digital  age,  it  is  easy  to  lose
physical  documents.  However,  for  a
critical  piece  of  equipment  l ike  a
generator,  having  the  Coleman
Powermate  6250  Owners  Manual
handy is invaluable. While you can often
find  a  PDF  version  online,  the  physical
manual  is  immediately  available  when
the power is out and you need to start
the  generator  in  the  dark.  It  is  also
critical if you ever sell the generator, as
the new owner will need it. Storing the
manual in a waterproof bag inside the
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generator's  storage  compartment  or
your emergency kit is a wise practice. It
is not just a booklet; it is the key to safe,
efficient,  and  long-lasting  use  of  your
machine.

CONCLUSION

The  Coleman  Powermate  6250  is  a
workhorse  that  can  provide  essential
power when you need it most. However,
its performance and your safety depend
entirely on your knowledge and respect
for  i ts  operat ion.  The  Coleman
Powermate 6250 Owners Manual  is
not  an  optional  accessory;  it  is  the

definitive  guide  that  unlocks  the  full
potential  of  your  generator.  From
understanding  its  specifications  and
safety protocols to performing essential
maintenance  and  troubleshooting
problems, every piece of information you
need is contained within its pages. Take
the time to read it thoroughly, keep it
accessible, and refer to it regularly. By
doing so, you ensure that your generator
will  be  a  reliable  source  of  power  for
years  to  come,  providing  safety  and
convenience exactly when you require it.
Your  manual  is  your  generator's  best
friend, and consequently, yours too.


