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INTRODUCTION

Few journeys in Italy are as iconic as the
trip from the vibrant, chaotic streets of
Naples to the sun-drenched cliffs and
pastel-colored villages of the Amalfi
Coast. Whether you are dreaming of
sipping limoncello in Positano, wandering
the historic alleys of Amalfi town, or
hiking the Path of the Gods, your

adventure begins the moment you leave
Naples. Many travelers ask the same
question: how to get from Naples to
Amalfi Coast efficiently, affordably, and
with as little stress as possible. The
answer depends on your budget, your
timeline, and your appetite for
adventure. This guide will walk you
through every major option, from trains
and ferries to private transfers and
rental cars, so you can choose the best
route for your Italian getaway.
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WHY PLANNING YOUR TRANSFER
MATTERS

backpack or carrying heavy luggage,
there is a solution tailored to your needs.

The Amalfi Coast is not a single
destination but a stunning stretch of
coastline that includes towns like
Sorrento, Positano, Amalfi, and Ravello.
Each town has its own charm, and your
arrival method can shape your entire
experience. Naples, the nearest major
city, serves as the main gateway. The
distance between Naples and the Amalfi
Coast is relatively short—about 60
kilometers—but the winding coastal
roads and seasonal traffic can transform
a short trip into a multi-hour journey.
Understanding the nuances of each
transport option will save you time,
money, and unnecessary frustration.
Whether you are traveling light with a

OPTION 1: TAKING THE TRAIN
AND LOCAL BUS

The Classic
Budget-Friendly
Route

For many travelers, the most practical
and affordable way to get from Naples to
the Amalfi Coast involves a combination
of train and bus. Start at Napoli Centrale,
the city's main train station, and board a
Circumvesuviana train heading toward
Sorrento. This regional train service runs
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frequently and costs only a few euros.
The journey takes about 60 to 70
minutes and offers a fascinating glimpse
into the suburban landscape between
Naples and the Sorrentine Peninsula.

Once you arrive at Sorrento station, you
are just steps away from the local SITA
bus terminal. From there, buses depart
regularly for Positano, Amalfi, and other
coastal towns. The bus ride is where the
real magic—and the occasional motion
sickness—begins. The narrow, winding
roads cling to cliffsides, offering
breathtaking views of the Tyrrhenian
Sea. The trip from Sorrento to Amalfi
takes roughly 90 minutes, depending on
traffic. Keep in mind that during peak
summer months, buses can be crowded,
and you may have to stand for parts of
the journey.

Pros: Very affordable; frequent
departures; authentic local experience.
Cons: Can be crowded; no luggage
storage on Circumvesuviana; bus
schedules can be unpredictable in peak
season.

Tips for the Train
and Bus Combo

e Purchase a Campania Express
ticket for a more comfortable train
ride with guaranteed seating and
air conditioning.

 Validate your bus ticket before
boarding at the small machines
near the bus stop.

e Travel early in the morning or later



in the evening to avoid the worst
crowds.

e Keep small bills and coins handy
for ticket purchases, as card
readers are not always available.

OPTION 2: DIRECT FERRY FROM
NAPLES TO THE AMALFI COAST

A Scenic and
Fast Alternative

If you want to combine transportation
with a sightseeing experience, the ferry
is an outstanding choice. Several
companies operate seasonal high-speed
ferries from Naples' Molo Beverello port
to destinations like Sorrento, Positano,

and Amalfi. The ferry ride lasts between
40 minutes and 1 hour 45 minutes,
depending on your destination. Unlike
the bus, the ferry offers panoramic views
of the coastline from the water, a
perspective that reveals the true scale
and beauty of the Amalfi Coast.

The ferry service typically runs from
April to October, with reduced schedules
in the shoulder months. Tickets range
from approximately 15 to 25 euros per
person, making this a moderately priced
option that delivers excellent value for
the experience. Ferries are generally
clean, comfortable, and equipped with
restrooms and snack bars. You can also
bring bicycles and larger luggage for an
additional fee.

Pros: Stunning views; faster than bus;
comfortable seating; less crowded than
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ground transport.

Cons: Seasonal service only; can be
affected by rough seas; requires
separate tickets for each leg.

How to Book
Your Ferry Ticket

You can purchase tickets at the port on
the day of departure, but during high
season, it is wise to book online in
advance. Companies like NLG, Snav, and
Caremar operate regular routes. Check
the schedule carefully, as departure
times vary by season. Arrive at the port
at least 30 minutes before departure to
allow for ticketing and boarding. If you
are prone to seasickness, consider
taking a motion sickness remedy

beforehand, as the sea can be choppy at
times.

OPTION 3: PRIVATE TRANSFER
FOR COMFORT AND
CONVENIENCE

Door-to-Door
Service Without
the Stress

Travelers who prioritize comfort,
efficiency, and a stress-free experience
often choose a private transfer. This
option allows you to arrange a
professional driver who will meet you at
Naples International Airport




(Capodichino) or your hotel in Naples
and drive you directly to your
accommodation on the Amalfi Coast.
Private transfers typically cost between
100 and 200 euros, depending on the
distance and vehicle type. While this is
significantly more expensive than public
transport, the benefits are substantial.

You will ride in a late-model sedan or
minivan with air conditioning, plenty of
luggage space, and a driver who knows
the winding roads intimately. The
journey takes about 90 minutes to two
hours, depending on traffic and your
final destination. Many drivers offer
stopovers for photo opportunities or
lunch at a scenic spot along the way.
This flexibility is especially valuable for
families, large groups, or anyone with
mobility concerns.

Pros: Maximum comfort; door-to-door
service; flexible timing; ideal for groups
or those with heavy luggage.

Cons: Higher cost; requires advance
booking; less adventurous than public
transport.

How to Choose a
Reliable Transfer
Company

Look for companies with strong online
reviews and clear pricing policies. Many
reputable operators offer fixed rates with
no hidden fees. Request a quote from
multiple providers and confirm that the
price includes tolls, parking, and any
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potential surcharges. Popular options
include Positano Limo, Amalfi Tours, and
private drivers available through booking
platforms like GetYourGuide or Viator.
Always confirm your pickup location and
time at least 24 hours in advance.

OPTION 4: RENTING A CAR AND
DRIVING YOURSELF

Freedom on the
Road, But Not
Without

Challenges

Driving from Naples to the Amalfi Coast
offers unparalleled freedom. You can
stop whenever you want, explore hidden
viewpoints, and travel at your own pace.
However, this option is not for the faint
of heart. The Amalfi Drive (55163) is a
narrow, serpentine road carved into

cliffs, with hairpin turns, oncoming
buses, and limited parking in every
town. Driving requires confidence,

patience, and a small car. A compact or
subcompact vehicle is ideal for
navigating tight corners and squeezing
into tiny parking spots.

Rental car agencies are abundant at
Naples Airport and in the city center.
Expect to pay anywhere from 30 to 80



euros per day for a rental, plus fuel and
parking fees. Parking in towns like
Positano and Amalfi can cost 20 to 40
euros per day, and spaces fill up quickly
during peak season. If you plan to drive,
book your parking spot in advance
whenever possible. Some hotels offer
private parking for guests, but many do
not. Always confirm parking availability
before you arrive.

Pros: Total freedom and flexibility;
ability to explore off-the-beaten-path
villages; scenic drive.

Cons: Challenging road conditions;
expensive parking; traffic congestion in
summer; requires a confident driver.

Essential Tips for
Driving the
Amalfi Coast

e Rent the smallest car you can
comfortably manage.

e Purchase full insurance coverage
to avoid hefty repair costs for
minor scratches.

e Avoid driving between 11:00 AM
and 2:00 PM when tourist buses
are most active.

e Use a GPS or navigation app that
works offline, as cellular reception
can be spotty.

e Be prepared to pull over frequently
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to let larger vehicles pass.

OPTION 5: THE BUS FROM
NAPLES TO AMALFI COAST
DIRECTLY

A Direct
Connection for
the Adventurous

Believe it or not, there is a direct bus
option from Naples to the Amalfi Coast.
Bus company SITA operates seasonal
routes connecting Naples' main bus
terminal at Piazza Garibaldi to Amalfi
town and Positano. This is a direct
service that bypasses the need to

change trains in Sorrento. The journey
takes roughly 2.5 to 3 hours, depending
on traffic. While not as fast as the ferry,
this option is straightforward and
inexpensive, typically costing around 10
to 15 euros per person.

The bus runs along the scenic coastal
road, offering dramatic views throughout
the journey. However, comfort levels are
basic. Buses are not equipped with
restrooms, and luggage space is limited
to the storage area underneath. During
summer, the bus can become extremely
crowded, so arrive early to secure a
seat. This option works well for budget-
conscious solo travelers or couples with
minimal luggage.

Pros: Direct route; low cost; scenic
journey.

Cons: Long travel time; limited luggage



space; can be uncomfortable in peak
season.
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option is still operating before you book
accommodation.

SEASONAL CONSIDERATIONS
AND TIMING

COMBINING MULTIPLE OPTIONS
FOR A CUSTOM JOURNEY

The best time to travel from Naples to
the Amalfi Coast depends heavily on the
season. Summer months from June to
September bring intense heat, massive
crowds, and the highest prices. During
this period, ferries are the most reliable
option because they avoid road traffic.
Spring and autumn offer milder weather
and fewer tourists, making the train and
bus combo more pleasant. Winter
months see reduced ferry schedules and
some bus services, but the coast is
serene and uncrowded. If you plan to
visit between November and March,
confirm that your preferred transport

Many savvy travelers combine different
methods to create a flexible itinerary.
For example, you might take the train
from Naples to Sorrento, spend a night
there, then catch a ferry to Positano the
next morning. Or you could take a
private transfer for the initial journey
and use local buses and ferries once you
are established in your coastal town.
Mixing and matching allows you to
balance cost, comfort, and adventure
throughout your trip. The key is to
research each leg ahead of time and
keep your schedule flexible enough to
accommodate unexpected delays or
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changes in weather.

FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
YOUR JOURNEY

There is no single right way to get from
Naples to the Amalfi Coast. Your choice
should reflect your budget, your travel
style, and your tolerance for uncertainty.
For budget travelers, the train and bus
combination remains the most affordable
and authentic option. For those seeking
a memorable experience with panoramic
views, the ferry is an excellent choice. If
comfort and convenience are your top
priorities, a private transfer will start
your vacation on a relaxing note. And if
you crave independence and adventure,
driving yourself offers a unique sense of
freedom that no other mode of transport
can match.
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No matter which option you choose, the
journey itself is part of the Amalfi Coast
experience. The anticipation builds as
you leave Naples behind, and the
landscape transforms into a dramatic
tapestry of terraced vineyards, lemon
groves, and azure sea. By the time you
step out into the warm Mediterranean
air, you will understand why this stretch
of coastline has captivated travelers for
centuries.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to get from Naples to the
Amalfi Coast empowers you to start your
trip with confidence and clarity. Whether
you prefer the affordability of public
transport, the speed and scenery of a
ferry, the comfort of a private transfer,
or the freedom of a rental car, each



option offers a distinct way to
experience one of Italy's most beautiful
regions. Plan ahead, choose the method
that aligns with your needs, and
embrace the journey as an integral part
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of your Amalfi Coast adventure. With this
guide in hand, you are ready to navigate
the route like a seasoned traveler and
make the most of every moment along
the way.
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